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Nnhaea |

HakoHeu s BO3BpaTWUICA W3 MOEW ABYyXHenesibHOWN
OT/Iy4KU. Hawm yxe Tpu OHA Kak Obuim B
PyneteHbypre. 4 ayman, 4To OHU 1 BOr 3HaeT KaK XAayT
MEeHsl, OoOHakKo > owunbca. [eHepan cMoTpen
Yypes3BblHalHO He3aBUCMMO, TMOroBOopuMJal CO MHOU
CBbICOKA M OTOC/1a/l MeHS K cecTpe. bbls1o ICHO, 4TO OHKU
roe-HMbyaob nepexsatuam geHer. MHe Mnokasanocb
na>ke, 4YTO reHepasny HeCKOJIbKO COBECTHO rnaneTb Ha
MeHda. Mapbsa dunmnnoBHa 6blla B Ype3BblH4aMHbIX
XJlornotax M rnorosopusia CO MHOK CJierka; AeHbru,
OLHAKO X, MPUHSANA, coCYMTasia U BbiC/1yLlasia BECb MOU
panopT. K obepny xpgannm MeseHuoBa, (ppaHUY3UKa U
elle KakKoro-To aHrJindaHWHa: KakK BOAUTCSH, LOEHbrn
eCTb, TakK TOT4YaC W 3BaHbIn 00en, NO-MOCKOBCKW.
MonnHa AnekcaHOpOBHa, YBUOEB MeHdA, cnpocuna, 4To
A Tak O0/ro? U, He OOXAaBLIMCbL OTBETa, ywJla Kyha-
TOo. Pa3ymeeTcsd, OHa cpAenajna >3TO HapoO4yHO. Hawm,
OLHAKO X, HaAo 06bACHNTLCA. MHOIr0O HaKOMUJIOCh.

MHe oTBeNn MaJiIeHbKYyld KOMHATKYy, B 4YeTBepTOM
3TaXke oTend. 340eCb U3BECTHO, 4TO A MPUHaZNexy K
CcBUTe reHepana. Mo BcemMy BUOHO, YTO OHM YyCnesu-
Takn paTtb cebda 3HaTb. [eHepasa cyYMTalT 34eCb BCe
boraTenwnmMm pycckmm BesnibMoXxen. Ewe no obepa oH
ycnes, Mexay gpyruMmm nopyyvyeHusamu, gaTb MHe OBa
TbiCAYepPaHKOBbIX BnneTa pasMeHATb. 9 pasMeHsan mnx
B KOHTOpe oTensd. Tenepb Ha Hac 6yayT CMOTpeTb, Kak
Ha MWIJIMOHEPOB, MO KpanHen Mepe uenyro Hepeno. 4
xoTen Obino B3ATb Muwy m Hagl v NoOWTKM C HUMMK
FYNaTb, HO C IECTHULbI MEHS MO3BaJIN K reHepany; emy
3abnaropaccyamnocb 0CBegOMUTbCHA, Kyda S  UX
noseny. ITOT YeJIOBEK pPelunTesibHO He MOoXeT
CMOTPETb MHE MNMPSAMO B N1asa; oH Obl N 04eHb XOTes, HO



S Ka)XObl pa3 OoTBeYal eMy TaKMM MpucTasbHbIM, TO
€CTb HEenoYTUTEeNIbHbIM B3rnsagoM, 4TO OH Kak byaTo
KOHQY3nTCa. B BeCbMa HanbllWEeHHOW peyn, Haca)kmBas
ooHY (pa3y Ha AOpyryro U” HakKoHel COBCeM
3anyTaBWNCb, OH Oasl MHE MOHATb, 4ToD s rynan c
neTbMun roe-HmMbyab, nofanblle OT BOKCasa, B Mapke.
HakoHel OH paccepamnsacsa coBceM n KpyTo npunbasun:

— A TO Bbl, MOXaJyn, UX B BOKCaJ, Ha PYJETKY,
nosegete. Bbl MeHA n3BNHUTE, — Npubasma oH, — HO A
3Halo, Bbl eulle O0BOJIbHO NIErKOMbIC/IEHHbLI N CMOCO6HbI,
noXxasnyn, mrpatb. Bo BCAKOM ciy4ae, XOTb S U He
MEHTOPp Ball, Aa W PoOJIM Takon Ha ceba 6paTb He
»Kesnak, HO Mo KpaHen Mepe MMelo npaBo MoXkenaTb,
4TOObI Bbl, Tak CKa3aTb, MEHSA-TO He
OKOMMpPOMETUPOBaJIU...

— [Ja Beob y MeHA N pgeHer HeT, — oTBeYan 4
CMOKOWNHO; — 4YTOObI MPOUrpaTbCH, HY>XHO UX UMETb.

— Bbl nx HemMegneHHO noJsiyynuTte, — OTBETWUN
reHepal, NoKpacHeB HEMHOIO, Nopbisica y cebsa B 6opo,
CNpaBUJICA B KHUXXKE, N OKa3aJIoCb, YTO 3@ HUM MOMUX
JeHer oKoso CTa ABaguaTtu pybnen.

— Kak >e Mbl cocHnTaemcs, — 3arosopus oH, — Haao
nepesBoaunTb Ha Tanepsl. [la BOT BO3bMUTE CTO TaJ1epos,
KPyribiM CYeTOM, — OCTaJlbHOE, KOHEe4YHO, He
nponager.

9 Mon4a B34J1 A€HbI .

— Bbl, noxxanyncTa, He obmxanmtecb MOMMIN CI0BaMUN,
Bbl TakKk obuayumBbl... Ecnm a9 BamM 3ameTun, To 4, Tak
CKa3aTb, BacC npenocreper u y>, KOHe4YHo, NMeK Ha TO
HeKoTopoe npaso...

Bo3Bpalwasacb npen obeaom C aOeTbMu OOMOW, £
BCTPEeTUAN Lesylo  KaBaJsibkaay. Hawn  e3gunu
OCMaTpMBaTb KakmMe-TO pa3BaJinHbl. [1Be nNpeBOCXo4Hble
KONSACKW, BenukonenHble Jsowaan. Mademoiselle
Blanche B ogHon kKosiicke ¢ Mapbenn OuannnoBHOU u
MonnHon; paHUy3nK, aHrAn4YaHUH WU Haw redHepan



BepxamMu. [1poxoxxme ocCTaHaB/AMBaAJINCL W CMOTpenu;
3pdeKkT Obin npon3BeneH; TOJIbKO reHepany
HecoobpoBaTb. $A paccymTan, YTO C YeTblpbMA
TbiCA4aMn (PpaHKOB, KOTOpble S nNpuBes, Aa nNpubaBuB
ctofa TO, YTO OHWU, O4eBUOHO, yCnesnun nepexsaTuTb, Y
HUX Ternepb eCcTb CeMb WM BOCEMb TbICAY (DPAHKOB;
3TOro cnnmwkom mano ansa m-lle Blanche.

M-lle Blanche cTtouT ToXe B HaweM oTene, BMecTe C
MaTepblo; raoe-To TYT Xe U Haw @QpaHuy3nk. Jlakewn
Ha3bIBalOT-ero «m-r le comte _ », matb m-lle Blanche
Ha3blBaeTCca «m-me la comtesse[_]»; 4TO X, MOXeT
ObITb, 1 B CaMOM gene oHn comte et comtesse.

A Tak M 3Has, 4To M-r le comte MeHA He y3HaeT,
Korga Mbl coeanHuUMcs 3a obenoMm. l'eHepasn, KOHEYHO, 1
He nogyMan 6bl HAaC 3HAKOMUTb WM XOTb MEHHA emy
OTpeKoMeHAoBaTb; a m-r le comte cam 6biBan B Poccun
N 3HAEeT, KaK HeBeJinKa NTuua — TO, YTO OHM Ha3bIiBalOT
outchitel. OH, BNpo4yeM, MeHHA Oo4eHb XOpoLo 3HaeT. Ho,
Npu3HaTbCa, 9 U K o0beay-To SABUACA HEMNpOLUeHbIM;
KakeTcs, reHepasa no3abbln pacnopaanTbCs, a To Osl,
HaBepHO, nNocsan MeHsa obenaTtb 3a table d'hot'om _ . 4
ABUJICA CaM, TaK 4YTO reHepan nocMoTpesl Ha MeHA C
HeynoBosibCcTBMEM. [Jobpas Mapba duannnoBHa ToT4ac
)Ke YyKasasla MHe MeCTO; HO BCTpeya C MUCTepOoM
AcTneeM MeHS Bblpy4una, U A MOHeBOJIe OKa3aJiCH
npuHaanexawmm K nx obLuiecTsy.

DTOro CTPaHHOro aHrJiM4aHUHa 9 BCTpPEeTWU/1 CHa4vana B
Mpyccunn, B BaroHe, rae Mbl cnagenn apyr npoTtus gpyra,
Korga s OOrOHSAJT HaAlMX; NOTOM S CTOJIKHYJICA C HUM,
Bbe3xad B0 dpaHuuio, HakoHel, — B LUsenuapun; B
TeyeHue 3TUX OBYX Hefenb — OBa pa3a, U BOT Tenepb 4
BOPYr BCTPeTun ero yxxe B PyneteHbypre. 1 Hukorga B
XXU3HWN He BCTpevasn 4YyenoBeka 6onee 3aCTEHYMBOro; OH
3aCTEHYMB OO0 rJYynoCTM M CaM, KOHEYHO, 3HaeT 00
3TOM, MOTOMY 4YTO OH BOBCe He rJnayn. Brnpoyem, OH
O4YeHb MWUJbIA N TUXUW. A 3aCTaBWU1 ero pasroBOpuUTbLCH



npu nepsoun BcTpeye B lMpyccnn. OH 06bABUA MHE, 4TO
OblN1 HblHEWHMM neToM Ha Hopa-Kane m 4yTto BecbMa
xoTenocb emy b6bITb Ha HuXeropoackonm apmapke. He
3HAalO, KaK OH TMO3HAaKOMWJICA C TreHepasioM; MHe
KaxeTcs, 4To oH becnpepnenbHo BAO6NeH B [loAnHY.
Korga oHa BowWJ/la, OH BCMbIXHYNA, Kak 3apeBo. OH 6bin
OoYeHb papf, 4YTO 3a CTOJIOM S Cesl C HUM pAnoMm, u,
Ka)KeTCsd, Yy)XXe CYUMTaeT MeHA CBOMM 3aKaAblYHbIM
opyrom.

3a CTOJZIOM dhpaHLy3nK TOHWUPOBAJ _
HeobblKHOBEHHO; OH CO BCeMU HebpexxeH 1 BaKeH. A B
MockBe, A TMOMHIO, NyCKasa MblibHble nMy3blpu. OH
Y>aCHO MHOro rosopwa O (MHAHCaxXx U O PYyCCKOun
MNoNTUKeE. eHepan NHOr aa ocMesnimBascs
MPOTUBOPEYNTb, HO CKPOMHO, e ANHCTBEHHO HAaCTOJ1bKO,
4TOObl HE YPOHUTb OKOHYATESIbHO CBOEW Ba>KHOCTMW.

A 6bl1 B CTPAaHHOM HACTPOEHUU AyXa; pa3yMeeTcs, o
eule no nonoBuHbl obepa ycnen 3agatb cebe mMon
OObIKHOBEHHbLIN W BCergalHUM BOMPOC: 3a4eM
BaJlaH4alCb C 3TUM reHepasioM N OaBHbIM-OABHO He
OTXOXY OT Hux? WN3penka A B3rnagbiBan Ha [lonuHy
AneKcaHOpOBHY; OHa COBEpPLUEHHO He npuMeYasia MeHs.
KOHYMNOCb TEM, 4TO A Pa303/UCA U pennicsa rpybnTs.

Ha4anocb TeMm, 4TO A BAPYF, HWU C TOro HM C cero,
FPOMKO 1 6e3 cnpocy BBA3aJICS B 4y>KOW pa3roBop. MHe,
rnaBHoe, XOTesioCb nopyraTtbCa C QpaHuy3nmkom. 4
obopoTnaca K reHepany n Bopyr CoOBepLUEHHO NPOMKO "
OTYET/INBO, WU, KaxeTcd, nepebumB ero, 3ameTus, 4TO
HblHEWHMM NeTOM PYCCKUM TMOYTU COBCEM Hesb34
obenaTb B oTendaAx 3a Tabnbagotamu. FeHepan ycTpeMusn
Ha MeHH YyAWUBJIEHHbIN B3rnsaa.

— Ecnmn Bbl 4enosek cebqa yBaxkatowmm, — nycTuica s
nanee, — TO HenNnpeMeHHO HanpocuTecb Ha
pyratenbCTBa W [OOJIKHbl BbIHOCUTb 4Ype3Bbl4alHbIE
wenykun. B Mapuxe n Ha PenHe, naxe B LLBenyapuu, 3a
TabnbooTamMm  TakK  MHOro  NojAsyvYMIeK 1 M



COYYBCTBYHOLWNX PPaHUY3UKOB, YTO HET BO3MOXXHOCTU
BbIMOJIBUTb CJ10'Ba, €CJIN Bbl TOJIbKO PYCCKUMN.

g nporosopus 3To No-PpaHUy3CKN. [eHepan cMoTpen
Ha MeHs B He4OyMEeHUUN, He 3Had, paccepanTbCsa N emy
NN TONIbKO YAUBUTBLCSA, 4TO 4 TaK 3abblncCs.

— 3HauunT, Bac KTo-HMOyab 1 raoe-HMbyab npoyyunn, —
CKa3an ppaHuUy3nK HEBpPEXXHO N Npe3puTeNbHO.

— 4 B Tllapumxe cHadana nopyranca C OOHUM
MonsskomM, — oOTBeTUN §H, — TMNOTOM C OOHUM
dpaHUy3CKNM ochuuepom, KOTOPbIN nonsika
nogaoepXuneasna. A 3aTeM yX 4aCTb ppaHLy30B nepeLlina
Ha MOK CTOPOHY, KOrga s UM pacckasall, Kak s xoTes
MJIOHYTb B KO(he MOHCUHbOPA.

— [nwHYTB? — CNpPOCUN TreHepasl C BaX>XHbIM
HeoOoyMeHMeM W pa)ke ocCcMaTpumBasacb. DPpaHUYy3UK
ornsabiBas MEHA HEO0BEP4MBO.

— TOYHO TaK-C, — OoTBeYasn a. — TaK KaK § uesiblX ABa
OHA 6bin ybexxaoeH, 4TO npuaeTcs, MoxXeT 6ObiTh,
OTNPaBUTbCA MO HalleMy aesly Ha MUHYTKY B Pum, To un
rnowlesn B KaHUenspuio nocosibCTBa CBATeNMWero oTua B
Mapumxe, 4106 BUM3MPOBATbL MNacnopT. TaM MeHs
BCTpeTun abbaTuk, netr naATnaoecsaTun, cyxom wu cC
MOPO30M B PU3MOHOMUU, N, BbICSIYLLUAB MEHS BEXJINBO,
HO 4pe3Bbl4aMHO CyXO, MPOCUN MoaoXAaTb. A XOTb W
cnewws, HO, KOHe4YHO, cen »XAaaTb, BbIHYyN «Opinion
nationale» _ n cTarn 4YnTaTb CTpallHenwee
pyratenbCTBo NpoTtuB Poccun. Mexxay Tem 4 chblwan,
KaK 4pe3 COoCefHIol KOMHaTy KTO-TO npowen K
MOHCUHBLOPY,; 9 BMAEN, Kak Mo abbaT packiaHuBaCA.
A obpaTmnca K HeMy C npexxHew npocbbolo; OH eule
cylwle nonpocus MeHA ondaATb nogoxaaTb. HemHoro
CNyCcTa BOWeN KTO-TO elwe He3HakKoMbIn, HO 3a
noenomM, — KaKoOM-TO aBCTpuely, ero BbiCaywanm w
TOTHYacC XXe NpoBoAMNIN HaBepx. Torga MHe CTasio O4eHb
nocagHo; 9 BCTan, nogowen K abbaty m ckasan emy
pelmnTeNbHO, YTO TaK KakK MOHCMHbLOP MNPUHUMAET, TO



MOXXEeT KOHYUTb M CO MHOW. Baopyr abbaT oTwaTHYyNCA
OT MeHs C HeobblHaMHbIM yauBneHmem. EMy npocTo
HENOHATHO CTaJsio, Kakum 3To obpa3om cmMmeeT
HUYTOXHbIN  PYCCKUW paBHATbL cebga C roctamum
MOHCUMHbLOpa? CaMbiIM HaxXaJlbHbIM TOHOM, KakK Obl
pangyscb, 4TO MOXXeT MeHs ockopbuTb, obmepun OH
MEHS C HOI 0 roslIoBbl N BCKpUYan: «Tak Hey»Xesin X Bbl
oymMaeTe, 4TO MOHCUHbLOP BpocuT ANng Bac cBoM Kode?»
Torga v s 3aKpu4yan, HO elle CujibHee ero: «Tak 3HanTe
XX, YTO MHe HanjneBaTb Ha Kode Bawero MOHCUHboOpPa!
Ecnm Bbl CUIO >XXe MUHYTY He KOH4YMTe C MOUM
MacnopToMm, TO A Monay K HeMy camoMmy».

«Kak! B TO »>Xe BpeMd, Korga y Hero cugut
KapanHan!» — 3akpuyan abbaTuk, C y>KaCcoM OT MeH4
OTCTpaHaACbL, Opocusica K OBepsM U pacCcTaBun
KPeCcToOM PYKW, NMokKasbiBas BUA, YTO CKOpee yMpeT, 4YeMm
MeHS NMPOonyCcTuT.

Torgoa s1 OTBETUST eMY, YTO S epeTUK 1 BapBap, «que je
suis heretiqgue et barbare», u 4TO MHe BCce 3Tu
apXnenuckonsl, KapauHasabl, MOHCUHBOPbLI WU MPOY., U
npo4. — BCce paBHo. O4HMM C/10BOM, S NOKa3aJl BUL4, 4TO
He oTcTaHy. AbbaT nornagen Ha MeHa C BeCKoHe4yHoto
3106010, MOTOM BbIpBaJsl MOM MNaAcnopT U YHeC ero
HaBepX. Ype3 MUHYTY OH Dbl y>Ke BU3npoBaH. BoT-c, He
Yyro4HO /i MOCMOTPETb? — A BbIHYJ1 MACMOPT N MNokKasan
PUMCKYIO BU3Y.

— Bbl 3T0, 04HaKO e, — Ha4van bbls1I0 reHeparn...

— Bac cnacno, 4Tt0 Bbl 00bABUMAM ceba BapBapoM u
epeTuKoM, — 3aMeTW/, YyCMexasaCb, (QpaHUYy3nK. —
«Cela n'etait pas si bete» _

— Tak Hey)Xenn CMOTpPeTb Ha Hawux PyccKkmx? OHWU
CNOAT 30eCb — MUKHYTb HE CMEeIOT M rOTOBbI, MOXKanyun,
OTpeYbCs OT TOro, 4TO OHU pycckue. 1o KpanHen mepe
B [apuxe B MOeM oOTesie CO MHOK CTann obpalwaTtbcs
ropasfno BHMMaTesibHee, Korga s BCEM paccKkasas o
Moen apake ¢ abbatom. TONCTbIN MNONBLCKMIA NaH, CaMbIl



BpaxxaebHblh KO MHe 4YenoBek 3a TabnbaooTow,
CTyweBancad Ha BToponm nnaH. PpaHuy3bl [gaxke
nepeHecnn, Korpa A pacckasas, 4YTO roga nOBa TOMY
Hasagd BuAeNn 4esioBeKa, B KOTOPOro paHLYy3CKUW
erepb B AOBeHajuaToM rooy BbicTpennn  —
€AVHCTBEHHO TOJIbKO ANng Toro, 4106 pas3paauTb
py>Xbe. DTOT 4esioBek b6bl1 Torga euwe AecATUNETHUM
pebeHKOM, U CEeEMENCTBO €ro He ycnesio BblexaTb U3
MocCKBbI.

— 3Toro ObITb HE MOXET, — BCKUMen ppaHuy3nk, —
dpaHUY3CKUIN conpaT He CTaHeT CTpenaTb B pebeHka!

— Mexay Tem 3T0 bbl10, — oTBe4Yan 9. — I3TO MHe
paccka3aJsl NOYTEeHHbIN OTCTAaBHOWM KanwuTaH, U 9 caM
BMOEN WpaM Ha ero weke oT nyau.

PpaHUyY3 Ha4dYasl roBOPUTb MHOro U CKoOpo. eHepan
cTan 6bII0 ero nogaep)XmBaTb, HO A PEKOMEHOOBaJ
eMy Mpo4YyecTb XOTb, HanpuMep, OTPbIBKN U3 «3arMnNCoK»
reHepana leposckoro, ObiBWEro B ABeHaauUaToOM rogy
B NaeHy y ppaHuy3o0B. HakoHeu, Mapbda ®dnamnnosBHa o
4yeM-TO 3arosopuna, 4Tob nepebuTb pasrosop. eHepan
Obl1 O4YeHb HeOoBOJIEH MHOKW, MOTOMY 4YTO Mbl C
(bpaHUYy30M Yy>)Xe MOo4YTW Hadaan Kpu4yaTb. HO MucTtepy
AcTnetro Mom cnop C paHUYy30M, KaXXeTcCs, OYEeHb
MOHPaBWJICA; BCTaBasd M3-3a CTOJla, OH NpensioXxXuna MHe
BbIMNTb C HAM PIOMKY BUHa. BeyepoMm, Kak 1 cneposano,
MHe yOaNloCb C 4YeTBEepPTb Yaca MoroBopuTb C losiMHON
AnekcaHopoBHOW. Pa3roBop HawWw  COCTOAJICA  Ha
nporynke. Bce nownn B napk K Bokcany. lNlonnHa cena
Ha CKaMeunky npoTuB (POHTaHa, a HageHbKy nycTtuna
UrpaTb Heganeko oT cebsa ¢ geTbMun. A ToXKE OTNYCTUN
K pOHTaHy Muwy, n Mbl OCTaJINCb HaKOHEeL, OOHW.

CHa4ana Hadanunm, pasymeetcd, o0 pgenax. [lonvHa
MPOCTO paccepaownacb, Korga 4 nepenan en BCero
TOJIbKO CEMbCOT rynbaeHoB. OHa bblla yBepeHa, 4To A
e npusesy n3 Mapuxa, nog 3anor ee bpNNANaAHTOB, MO



KpanHenm Mepe QnOBe TbICAYM TYJIbAEHOB WAW [Jaxke
bonee.
— MHe BO 4TO Obl HW CTasi0 HY>XHbl OEHbrn, —

CKa3ajla OHa, — W uUX Hano AobbiTh;, MHa4vYe S NPOCTO
normnbna.

A cTan paccnpawmBaTb O TOM, YTO CAeNanoCb B Moe
OTCYyTCTBME.

— bonblwe Hn4yero, 4To NonyyeHbl 13 MNMeTepbypra aAea
N3BECTUSA: CHa4vana, 4Tto 6abylike o4eHb M0X0, a Yepes
OBa OHSA, 4TO, Ka)KeTCs, OHa y>Xe ymepsa. To nlsectume
oT Tumocpeqa MNMeTposunya, — npubasuna NMonnHa, — a oH
4esioBEK TOYHbIN. XXOEM nocsiegHero, OKOH4YaTeNIbHOrro
N3BECTMUS.

— WTakK, 34ecb BCe B OXKUOAHUN? — CPOCU 4.

— KoHe4yHO: BCe 1 BCb; Uesible nojiroga Ha o4HO 3TO
TOJIbKO N HAaOEeAUCh.

— W Bbl HageeTecb? — CNPoOCU 4.

— Benb A en BoOBCe He poAHS, 9 TOJNIbKO reHepasioBa
nag4yepunuya. Ho s 3Hal HaBepHO, 4TO OHa 060 MHe
BCMOMHUT B 3aBeLLaHUN.

— MHe KaxeTcd, BaM 04eHb MHOro AocTaHeTcs, —
CKa3an 9 yTBepaunTesibHo.

— [Ha, oHa M™MeHs nwbuna, HO no4Yemy BaM 3TO
Ka)keTtca?

— CKa)xuTte, — oTBeYasl 4 BONPOCOM, — Hall MapKus,
Ka>KeTCs, TOXXe NOCBSLLEH BO BCE CeEMeNHbIe TallHbI?

— A Bbl caMn K 4emMy 06 3TOM uHTepecyeTecb? —
cnpocuna MonunHa, nornages Ha MeHSA CYpoOBO U CYXO.

— Ewe 6bl; ecnn He owwmbatocb, reHepan ycnen yxe
3aHATb Y HEro neHer.

— Bbl 04eHb BEPHO yraabiBaeTe.

— Hy, Tak gan nn 66l OH geHer, ecsn 6bl HE 3HaN Npo
6abyneHbKy? 3aMeTnan Nn Bbl, 3@ CTOJIOM: OH pa3a TpWu,
4YTO-TO roeopsa o 6abyuike, Ha3Ban ee babyneHbKon: «la
baboulinka». Kakne KOpoTKne n Kakme gpy>xecTBeHHbIe
OTHOLleHns!



— [a, Bbl NMpaBbl. KaK TOJIbKO OH Yy3HaeT, YTO N MHe
YTO-HMOYOb NO 3aBellaHWUo O0CTasoCb, TO TOTHAC Xe
KO MHe W rnoceaTaeTcsdA. 2TO, 4YTO /N, BaM XOTeJl0Cb
Y3HaTbL?

— Ewe ToNbKO noceaTaeTca? A4 gyman, 4TO OH OABHO
cBaTaeTcH.

— Bbl OTAMYHO XOpOLWO 3HaeTe, 4TO HeT! — C
cepaouem ckasana lonnHa. — ['oe Bbl BCTPETWUAN 3TOr0
aHrNnM4aHMHa? — npubaBuia OHa MNoOCAe€ MUHYTHOIO
MOJ14YaHUA.

— 4 Tak 1 3HanN, 4TO Bbl O HEM Cenyvac CnpocuTe.

A pacckaszan en 0 nMnpexHUX MOux BCTpedax C
MuNcTepom AcCTJieeM no gopore.

— OH 3aCTeH4YMB 1 BJOOYMB U YK, KOHEYHO, BAOONEeH
B Bac?

— [Ja, oH BntobneH B MeHs, — oTBeYdana MNMonuvHa.

— W y>X, KOHEeYHO, OH B AecaTb pa3 borade gpaHuy3a.
Y10, Yy (bpaHLy3a AENCTBUTENIbHO eCTb 4YTO-HMbyab? He
noaBepP>XeHO 3TO COMHEHUIO?

— He nogBep>xeHo. Y Hero ectb Kakon-To chateau _ .
MHe ewe BYepa TreHepan roeopun 06 3ToM
pewnTenbHo. Hy 4To, 4OBOJIbHO C Bac?

— 4 Obl, Ha BaweM MecCcTe, HeNnpeMeHHO Bbila
3aMYy>K 3a aHrJin4aHMHa.

— Moyemy? — cnpocwuna lNonnHa.

— ®paHuy3 Kpacmeee, HO OH MoaJsiee; a aHrJIM4YaHWH,
CBEpX TOro, YTO YecCTeH, euwe B gecAaATb pa3 boravye, —
oTpe3an 1.

— Jla; HO 3aTo (paHuUy3 — MapkuM3 N yMHee, —
OTBEeTW/la OHa HaucnokonHenwnm obpasom.

— [la BepHO Nn? — nponosixkKan g no-npexxHemy.

— CoBeplLUeHHOo Tak.

[MosiInHe y>XaCHO He HpaBW/INCb MOWU BOMPOCHbl, N
BUOEN, 4YTO el XOTesioCb Pa303/iInTb MEeHA TOHOM W
ONKOCTUIO CBOEro oTBeTa; 1 00 3TOM el ToT4yac Xe
cKasan.



— YTO X, MEeHSA OeNCTBUTEJSIbHO pa3Bj/ieKaeT, KaK Bbl
becnTechb. YK 3a 04HO TO, 4TO A NO3BOJIAIO BaM AeNnaTb

Takune BOMPOCHI n noranku, chepnyeT BaM
pacnaaTUTbCS.

— 9 pencTBUTENIbHO cYMTato cebs BNpaBe OenaTb Bam
BCSIKMEe BOMPOCbl, — OTBEYasl 9 CMOKOWHO, — WMEHHO

MOTOMY, YTO NOTOB KaK YroJHO 3a HUX pacnjaTUTbCH, U
CBOIO XXW3Hb CYUTAIO Tenepb HMN BO YTO.

[MonnHa 3axoxoTana:

— Bbl MHe B nocnegHun pa3, Ha LWnaHreHbepre,
CKa3a/n, 4YTO TrOTOBbl MO TMEPBOMY MOEMY CJ/IOBY
OpOoCUTLCSA BHU3 FOJIOBOID, @ TaM, Ka)KeTCHd, 00 TbICAYN
dbyToB. A Korga-Hmbyab nNpou3sHecy 3TO CJIOBO
eAVHCTBEHHO 3aTeM, 4T0ob MocMoTpeTb, Kak Bbl byaeTe
pacnaadmBaTbCs, U YXX DyabTe yBepeHbl, YTO BblAEPXY
XapakTep. Bbl MHE HEHAaBUCTHbI, — MMEHHO TeM, 4YTO 4
TakK MHOro BaM Mo3BOJIWA, U elle HEHaBUCTHeEE TeM,
YTO TaK MHe HY>XXHbl. HO nokamMecT Bbl MHE HY>XHbl —
MHe Ha[o Bac bepeyb.

OHa cTana BCTaBaTb. OHa roBopuna C
pa3gpakeHnem. B nocnegHee BpeMsa OHa Bcerpga
KOH4Yasla CO MHOK pasroBop co 3n06ot0 U
pa3apa)keHneMm, ¢ HacToswe 35100010.

— [lo3BOIbTE BAC CNPOCUTL, 4TO Takoe mademoiselle
Blanche? — cnpocun s, He Xxenad oTnNycTUTb ee be3s
obbAcHeHuns,

— Bbl camun 3HaeTe, 4TO Takoe mademoiselle Blanche.
bonblwie HW4ero ¢ Tex nop He npmnbaBuIoCh.
Mademoiselle Blanche, HaBepHO, bynert
reHepasiblwen, — pasyMeeTcCs, €C/qIn CAYyX O KOHYUHe
6abylwkn noaTBepAnTCsA, NOTOMY 4TO M mMademoiselle
Blanche, n ee maTylwKka, n TpolPOOHbLIN COUSIN-MAaPKN3
— BCE€ 04Y€Hb XOPOLLO 3HAKT, YTO Mbl Pa3opPUINCh.

— A reHepan BnobeH OKOHYaTEeNbHO?

— Tenepb He B 3TOM geno. Cnywante U 3anoOMHUTE:
BO3bMUTE 3TU CEMbCOT (PJIOPUHOB U CTyNamTe UrpaThb,



BbIUFPaANTe MHE Ha pyJieTKe CKOJIbKO MoxXxeTe 6onblue;
MHE OEeHbIrM BO 4TO Bbl HN CTaNo Tenepb HYXHbI.

CkasaB 3TO, OHa KJ/IMKHYJsMa HafeHbKy M nowsia K
BOKCasny, rge wun npucoeguHwunacb KO BCeW Hallew
KOMMNaHun. {1 >Xe CBepHyJl Ha MNepByl MOMNaBLUYHOCS
OOPOXXKY BN1eBO, 064yMbIBas N yanBnaasacb. MeHss TOYHO
B FOJIOBY yOapuJo Nocsie npukKasaHusa natn Ha pyneTky.
CTpaHHOe pgeno: MHe 6bi1I0 0 4eM pa3aymaTbCsd, a
MeXOy TeM s BeCb MNOrpy3wsica B aHaJn3 OlWyLEeHNN
MOUX 4yBCTB K lMonunHe. MNpaBo, MHe BbI1I0 Nerye B 3T
nBe Hepenn OTCYTCTBUSA, 4YeM Tenepb, B AO€Hb
BO3BpalLEHNA, XOTHA §, B O0pore, U TOCKOBaA/Nl Kak
cymaclwenlwmin, MeTasiCa Kak yropesbin, U gake BO CHe
MOMUHYTHO Buaen ee npen cobow. Pa3s (3To 6bISIO B
LLIBenyapnn), 3aCHyYB B BaroHe, f, Ka)keTcCs, 3aroBopun
BCAyX C lMonnHON, 4eM paccMmelumnn BCex CUaeBLUnX COo
MHON npoe3xux. U ewe pa3 Tenepb s 3aman cebe
Bonpoc: nbnao nn a ee? N ewe pas He CyMmen Ha Hero
OTBETUTb, TO €CTb, Jly4ylle CKa3aTb, 1 ONATb, B COThbIN
pa3, oTBeTUN cebe, 4TO A ee HeHaBMXKYy. [la, oHa Oblna
MHe HeHaBWUCTHa. bbiBann MUHYTbl (@ MMEHHO KaXXAbli
pa3 NMpu KOHLE HalMX pa3roBOpoOB), 4TO 4 oTAas Obl
MNOJKU3HN, 4To6 3agywnTtb ee! KnsHycb, ecanm 6
BO3MOXHO OblJ1I0 MeOJieHHO Morpy3nTb B €e rpydb
OCTPbIN HOX, TO S, MHE Ka)XeTCs, CXBaTuACSA Obl 3a HEro
C HachaxgeHmeM. A Mexny TeM, KJISHYCb BCEM, 4TO
eCTb CBATOro, ecam 6wl Ha WnaHreHbepre, Ha MOAHOM
MnyaHTe, OHa OAENCTBUTENIbHO CKa3afla MHe: «bpocbTechb
BHM3», TO A 6bl ToT4yac »e 6pocuncs, M paxe cC
HacnaxageHmnem. d 3Han 3T7o. Tak WM 340aK, HO 3TO
OOJIXXHO 6bIJ10 paspewnTbcsa. Bce 3TO oHa yaAnBUTENbHO
MOHWMAET, U MbIC/Ib O TOM, 4TO S BMNOJIHE BEPHO W
OTYET/ZINBO CO3HAK BCIO ee HefOOoCTYMNMHOCTb OJ19 MeHS,
BCIO HEBO3MOXHOCTb WCMOJIHEHNA MOUX paHTa3nun, —
3Ta MbICJ/1b, 9 YBEpPeH, OO0CTaBAdeT el 4pe3Bbl4anHoe
HacnakgeHue; nHavye moraa nm Obl OHa, OCTOPOXKHAsA U



YMHad, OblTb CO MHOK B TaKUX KOPOTKOCTAX MU
OTKPOBEHHOCTAX? MHe Ka)eTcs, OHa A0 Ccux nop
CMOTpesla Ha MeHS KaK Ta J[ApeBHAsS uMmnepaTpuua,
KOTOpasa CTajla pa3geBaTbCs NPU CBOEM HEBOJIbHUKE,
cynTaad ero He 3a 4enoBeka. [la, oHa MHOro pas
CYMTala MeHd He 3a 4YesioBeKa...

OOHaKO XX Yy MeHs Obl10 ee nopyyeHme — BbIUFpaTbh
Ha pyJsieTKke BO 4TO Obl HM cTano. MHe Hekorga 6bii0o
pa3ayMbiBaTb: A1 Yero U Kak CKOpo Haao BbiUrpaTb U
Kakme HoOBble coobpakeHns poaunsncb B 3TON BEYHO
paccyuTbiBatowen rosose? K TOMy »Xe B 3TU [Be
Hepoenu, o4eBunagHo, npubaBmnacb 6e34Ha  HOBbIX
dakToB, 06 KOTOPLIX S elle He nMen NoHATUSA. Bce aTo
Hano OblN0 yragaTb, BO BCE MPOHUKHYTb, 1 KaK MOXHO
ckopee. Ho nokamecT Tenepb 6blN10O Hekorga: Hano
OblN10 OTNPABNATLCSA Ha PYyNeTKY.



Nnaesa ll

NMpun3HatoCb, MHe 3TO OblI0 HENPUATHO; S XOTb WU
pewwn, 4To 6yny wurpaTb, HO BOBCE He pacnoJsara’n
Ha4YMHaTb ANg Apyrux. 370 paxe cbuBano MeHs
HEeCKOJIbKO C TOJIKY, W B WIrOpHble 3ajbl 9 BOWen C
npegocagHbIM 4yBCTBOM. MHe TaM, C NMepBOro B3rnaana,
BCE He TnMNOHpaBWJ/IOCb. TeprneTb S He MOry >3Tou
NakKenwmHbl B QesibeToHax uenoro ceeta U
NPenMyLLEeCcTBEHHO B HalUMX PYCCKUX raseTax, rge
MoYTw Ka>k4yo BECHY HaLW dhenbeToOHNCTDI
paccka3blBalOT O [AOBYX Bewax: BO-NMepBblX, O
HeObbIKHOBEHHOM BEJIMKOJIENNN U POCKOLIN MTOPHbIX
3a/1 B PYyJIETOYHbIX ropogax Ha PeilHe, a BO-BTOpPbIX, O
rpyoax 30s10Ta, KoTopble 6yaTto 6bl nexkat Ha CTOoNax.
Beob He nnaTtaT Xe MM 3a 3TO; 3TO TakK MpPoOCTO
paccka3sblBaeTcd U3 OeCKOpbICTHOM  yroaJsiuBoCTW.
Hnkakoro Besinkonenus HeT B 3TUX OPAHHbIX 3asax, a
30/10Ta He TOJIbKO HEeT rpygaMm Ha CToJlaX, HO U YyTb-
4yyTb-TO enBa /un ObiBaeT. KOHeYHO, KOW-Korpga, B
NpPoaoJKEHMNE Ce30Ha, NOABUTCHA BAPYr KakKom-Hubynab
yyfoak, WM aHrAnYaHWH, Win as3vaT Kakom-Hnbynb,
TYPOK, KaK HbIHELWHNM N1eTOoM, N BOPYr npourpaeT nan
BblUFpPaeT 04eHb MHOIMO; OCTaJlbHble XXe BCe UrpatT Ha
MesiKue rysibaeHsl, N CpegHUM YMCIOM Ha CToJie Bcerga
NIEXXNT O4YeHb Masio aeHer. Kak TOJIbKO A Bowen B
UIOPHYIO 3a/y (B NMepBbIA pa3 B XXWU3HWU), 1 HEKOTOpPOE
BpeEMSA elle He pewasica urpatb. K TOMy e TecHWsa
Tonna. Ho ecim 6 a4 6bln U oauH, TO N Toraga 6bl, A
aoymato, CKopee yuwen, a He Hadan urpatb. lNpu3sHalcCsh,
y MeHS CTyKasno cepaue, n g dblal He XNagHOKPOBEH; A
HaBepHoOe 3Ha/l W [OaBHO YXXe pewwusa, 4YTo us3
PyneteHbypra Tak He Bblefy; 4TO-HNOyOb HenpemMeHHOo
npouvsongetr B Moel cyaobbe paauvkanbHoe U



OKOHYaTenbHoe. Tak Hago, N Tak bygeT. Kak 3TO Hu
CMELLHO, 4YTO 51 TaK MHOIro XAy ans cebsa oT pysaeTku, Ho
MHe Ka)keTcHd, elle cMellHee pyTUHHOE MHeHune, BCceMu
MPU3HaHHOe, 4YTO rAyno W Heneno oXXwuaaTb 4ero-
HUbyab OT Urpbl. 1 no4emy nrpa xy>e Kakoro 6bl To HU
bbino cnocoba pobbiBaHMA OeHer, Hanpumep, XoTb
Toproenn? OHO MpaBha, YTO BbIUFPbIBAET N3 COTHU
oAunH. HoO — Kakoe MHe 0o Toro geno?

Bo BcakoM ciydae, 4 onpepennsa  CHadana
MPUCMOTPETLCA N He HayuHaTb HUYero cepbe3Horo B
3TOT Beyep. B 3TOT Beyep, ecnm 6 4TO U CAAYyYHMNocCh, TO
cayydmnocb 6bl HEYasiHHO M C/flerka, — U 9 Tak U
nonoxunn. K TomMy »e Hago 6bis10 M camyo urpy
N3YYNTb; NOTOMY YTO, HECMOTPS Ha TbICAYMN OMNUCAHUN
pyneTkn, KOTopble A 4YuUTan BCerga C  Takow
XKAaOHOCTUIO, A pelunTeslbHO HMYero He noHWMMasa B ee
YCTPOMCTBE 00 TeX Nnop, Noka cam He yBuaen.

Bo-nepBbIX, MHe BCe MOKa3aJloCb TakK FPA3HO — Kak-
TO HPABCTBEHHO CKBEpPHO U TrpdA3HO. A OTHIOOb He
FOBOPIO MPO 3TU XaAHble W OecnokowHble uua,
KOTOopble OecsaTKaMu, pfaxe CcoTHaAMu, obcTynatT
UrOpHble CTOJbl. A pewnTesnibHO He BUXY Hun4yero
FPA3HOr0 B XXeNaHUN BbIMFpaTb Nockopee u nobosblue;
MHe BcCerga Kas3aJloCb 04YeHb [Ayrnok MbIC/Ab OOHOMO
oTbeBlIEeroca n obecneyeHHOro MopasinCTa, KOTOPbLIN
Ha 4Ybe-TO oOrnpaBgaHuWe, 4YTO «Befb WUrpakT Mo

MaJsleHbKOW», — OTBeYasl: TeM Xy>Xe, MNOTOMY 4TO
Meslkas KOpPbICTb. TOYHO MeJsikas KOpPbICTb U KpyMnHas
KOPbICTb — He BCe paBHO. 2TO neno

nponopunoHanbHoe. YT1o aonda PoTwunabga Menko, TO
ONss MeHs o04YeHb 6orato, a HACYeT HAXUBbI W
BblMrPbIlla, TakK JIIOOAN WU He Ha pyJieTKe, a U Be3je
TOJIbKO W AenarwT, 4TOo Apyr Yy JAgpyra 4To-Hubyab
OoTOMBAIOT MAM BbIUTPbIBaAtOT. Maakn nn BoobLle Ha)KnBa
n 6apbill — 3TO Apyrom Bonpoc. Ho 3pecb A ero He
pewat. Tak Kak 9 U caM Obl1 B BbICLUEN CTENeHU



oLep>XaH >eNaHneM BbINrpbilla, TO BCA 3Ta KOPbICTb U
BCS 3Ta KOPbICTHAs rpsa3b, ecan XxotTuTte, bbila MHe, npwu
BXOo4e B 3aJly, Kak-TO crnoapy4Hee, poacTBeHHee.
Camoe Mwunoe pgeno, Korga Apyr aopyra He
LLEPEMOHATCS, a OENCTBYIOT OTKPbITO M Hapacnallky.
Ida n K yemy camoro cebs obmaHbiBaTb? Camoe nycToe
N HepacdeTnmBoe 3aHAaATMe! OcobeHHO HeKpacuBO, Ha
MnepBblin B3rnan, BO BCEN 3TOWN pPysIeTOYHOW CBOJIOYMU
OblNI0 TO YBa)KeHME K 3aHATUIO, Ta CEPbE3HOCTb N AaXe
MOYTUTENIbHOCTb, C KOTOPbIMM BCe 06CTynanan CTOSbI.
BoT noyemy 34eCb pPe3KO pas3jiIndeHO, Kakasd urpa
Ha3blBaeTCA mauvais genre'omMm _ n KaKas
Mno3BosiINTesNIbHa MOPSAAOYHOMY YenoBeKy. EcTb nABe
Urpbl, OAHa —  [O)XEHTJIbMEeHCKas, a Jpyra4,
nnebenckas, KOpbICTHaAsA, Urpa BCAKOW CBOJIOYMN. 34€eChb
3TO CTPOro pas/IM4eHO U — KaK 3TO pas3fnydune, B
cywHocTn, nogno! [)XeHT/ibMeH, Hanpumep, MOXXeT
MOCTaBUTb NATb WAW OECATb Nyunaopos, peako 6onee,
BNpo4YeM, MOXXEeT MOCTaBUTb N ThiCAYY (PPaHKOB, €Cau
o4yeHb 6HoraT, HO cobCcTBEHHO AONA OAHOW Wrpbl, A4
ooHOW TONbKO 3abaBbl, cObBCTBEHHO AN Toro, 4Tobbl
MOCMOTPETb Ha MpouecC BbIUrpbILa WUAN MPOUTrpbILLA;
HO OTHIOAb He [OOJIXKEeH WHTepecoBaTbCs CBOUM
BbiUrPbILLEM. BbiMrpaB, OH MOXeT, Hanpumep, BCAYX
3aCMedaTbCA, caeflaTb KOMY-HUOYyAb W3 OKPY>XaloLWLnNX
CBO€ 3aMeyvaHune, OaKe MOXXeT MOoCTaBUTb elle pas3 u
eule pas yaBouTb, HO EONHCTBEHHO TOJIbKO W3
nobonbITCcTBa, ANA HabnwageHnsa Hag WaHcamMu, And
BbIYNCIEHUW, @ HE N3 NNebenckoro »xenaHus BbINFPaThb.
OQHMM C/IOBOM, Ha BCE 3TU UFOPHbIE CTOJbl, PYNEeTKU U
trente et quarante _ OH OO0JI)KeH CMOTpPEeTb He MHaye,
KakK Ha 3abaBy, YCTPOEHHYIO eANHCTBEHHO nAO/19 ero
YOOBOJIbCTBUA. KOPbICTU W  JIOBYLLUKW, Ha KOTOPbIX
OCHOBaH W YyCTpoeH 6aHK, OH [OOJ/IKEeH Jaxe N He
nono3peBaTb. O4eHb N o4eHb HeaypHO 6bIIo Bbl Aaxe,
ecnn 6 emy, HanpuMmep, MNOKa3asoCb, YTO N BCE 3TWU



OCTaJlbHbleé WUIPOKW, BCA 3Ta APSAHb, ApoXKalwlaa Hapg
rynb4eHoOM, COBEpLUEeHHO Takume e 6borayn wu
OXKEHTJ/IbMEHbI, KaK U OH CaM, N UrpatT eanHCTBEHHO
ONs OAHOro TOJIbKO pa3BiiedeHna u 3abaBbl. ITO
COBEpLUEHHOE He3HaHune NEeNCTBUTENbLHOCTM n
HEBUHHbLIN B3rnan Ha saogen Obinm Obl, KOHEYHO,
Yypes3BblHaHO apPUCTOKPaATUYHbIMKU. HA BUAen, Kak
MHOrMe MaMeHbKW BbIABUrasN Brepen HEBUHHbIX W
N3AWHbIX, MATHagUATU— W WeCTHaauaTUuIeTHUX MUCC,
CBOMX O0YEK, W, OaBLUN UM HECKOJIbKO 30J10TbIX MOHET,
YYUIU UX, KaK WUrpaTb. bapbllHA BbiUrpbiBasla WAn
npourpbiBasa, HenpeMeHHO Yyablbanacb uU oTxoauna
OYeHb [0BOJIbHadA. Haw reHepasn coAMOHO U Ba>XHO
nogowen K ctony; nakenm bpocmnca 6bisio nogatb emy
CTYJl, HO OH He 3aMeTW/ Nlakesd; OYeHb A0JIr0 BblHMMAN
Kollenek, O4eHb O0JIr0 BblHMMAaJ U3 KollesibKa TPUCTa
dpaHKOB 30/10TOM, MOCTaBUJI UX Ha YEPHYIO U BbIUFpa.
OH He B34/1 BbIUrpbIla U OCTaBWUA ero Ha ctoJsie. Boiwna
ONATb YepHad; OH WU Ha 3TOT pa3 He B34/, U Korga B
TPeTUn pa3 Bbll1a KpacHad, TO NMOTepsas pa3oM ThiCAYy
nBectn ppaHkoB. OH oTowen C ynblbKo U BblaepKan
XapakTep. A ybexneH, 4TO KOLWKW Yy Hero ckpebnam Ha
cepaue, n byab cTaBka BaBoe uian BTpoe 6onblle — OH
He Bblaep>Xas Obl XxapakTepa U Bblka3an 6bl BOJIHEHME.
Bnpoyem, npm MHe oOUH (PpaHLy3 BbiUrpaa U MNOTOM
npourpan ThiCAY OO0 TpuauatTn paHKoB Beceno n 6es
BCAKOro BOJIHEHUA. HacToAWMW OXXEHTNbMEH, ecnun bbl
npourpasa W BCe CBOE COCTOSHME, He [O0JIKeH
BOJIHOBATbLCA. [eHbrm OO0 TOro AOOJIKHblI ObITb HUXe
OXKEHT/IbMEHCTBA, 4YTO MO4YTU He CTouT 00 Hux
3ab0TNTLCA. KOHEYHO, BECbMa apUCTOKPATUYHO COBCEM
Obl HE 3aMe4daTb BCK 3Ty FpPs3b BCEM 3TOMN CBOJIOHU WY
Bcen o6cTaHoBKN. OOHaAKO e unHorga He MeHee
apuUCToOKpaTud4eH 1 obpaTHbIN Npuem, 3amMe4aTb, TO
ecTb NnpucMaTpuUBaTbCH, naxe paccMaTpuBaTb,
HanpuMmep XOTb B JIOPHET, BCK 3Ty CBOJIOYb: HO HeE



MHa4e, KakK NMPUHMMas BCKO 3Ty TOJNMY M BCKO 3TY rps3b
3a CBoero poga pa3sBsedvyeHnme, Kak Obl  3a
npencTtaBaeHne, YCTPOEHHOe AN [OXXEHT/IbMEHCKON
3abaBbl. MOXXHO CaMOMYy TECHUTbLCSA B 3TOW TOJINE, HO
CMOTpPEeTb KPYromMm C COBepLUEHHbIM ybexaeHmem, 41O
cobCTBEHHO Bbl CaMn HabnogaTenb N Y>XK HUCKOJIbKO He
NpUHagneXxmnTe K ee CcocTaBy. BnpoyemM, u o04eHb
NPUCTasibHO HabnwAaTb ONATb-TAaKM He cneayeT: OonsaTh
y>XXe 3To byaeT He Mo-O)XEeHT/IbMEHCKM, NOTOMY 4YTO 3TO
BO BCSKOM CJlydae 3penuue He cTouT Oonbloro u
C/IMWKOM npucTanbHoro HabnwogeHuns. La un Boobuie
Maslo 3penull, AOOCTOWHbIX CANWIKOM MPUCTanbHOrO
HabnooeHnsa Onsa OXXeHT/ibMeHa. A MeXxay TeM MHe
JINYHO NOKa3asoCb, YTO BCE 3TO U O4Y€Hb CTOUT BecbMa
npucTanbHOro HabnwgeHnsa, ocobeHHoO A9 TOoro, KTO
npuwen He Ons ogHoro HabnwaeHnsa, a caM UCKPEHHO
n pobpocoBecTHO npuynucnaeT ceba Ko Bcen 3Tou
CBOJIOYN. YTO Ke KacaeTcs A0 MOUX COKPOBEHHENLLINX
HPaBCTBEHHbIX  ybexaeHun, TO B  HaACTOALWIMX
PacCyXXOEeHUAX MOUX UM, KOHEYHO, HeT MecTa. [lycTb
y>XK 3TO OygeT Tak; roBopk ON9 OYUCTKU coBecTu. Ho
BOT 4TO S 3aMeyy: 4YTO BO BCe NocsiegHee BPeEMS MHe
KaK-TO Y>XaCHO MPOTMBHO BObII0 NPUKUAbIBaTb MOCTYMNKW
N MbICZIN MOU K KakKoW 6bl TO HW ObISIO HPABCTBEHHON
Mepke. [lpyroe ynpaBsnsaao MHOIO...

CBOJI0OMb OENCTBUTENIbHO UrpaeT oO4YeHb rps3Ho. 4
JaXKe He MPoYb OT MbIC/IX, YTO TYT Y CTOJ1a NPONCXoanT
MHOro camoro o6bblIKHOBEHHOro BOPOBCTBa. Kpynepam,
KOTOpble CUOAT N0 KOHUaM CTojla, CMOTPAT 3a
CTaBKaMM N PaCCYUTBLIBAOTCSH, Y>KAaCHO MHOro paboThl.
BoT euie cB0O/04Yb-TO! 3TO H60NbLUED YAaCTbO (PpaHLLy3bl.
BripoyeMm, A 30ecb Habnwgaw U 3aMevyato BOBCE He A4
TOoro, 4Tobbl ONUCbIBaTb PYNeTKYy; s NMPUHOPaBINBaAOCh
ona cebs, 4Tobbl 3HaATb, Kak cebs BecTn Ha byayulee
BpemMs. f 3aMeTwus, Hanpumep, 4YTO HEeT HuYyero
0bbIKkHOBEHHEE, KOrga mu3-3a CToJla MpPOoTArnBaeTCs



BOAPYr 4bsa-HUbyab pyka n beper cebe TO, 4TO Bbl
Bbirpann. Ha4dunHaeTca crnop, Hepeaoko Kpuk, n —
MpoLwly MOKOPHO AOKa3aTb, CbiICKaTb CBUAETENEen, 4To
CTaBKa Bawa!

CHayana BCcA 3Ta wWTykKa 6bina gnd MeHd
TapabapCKo rpamoTol; A TOJIbKO AoraabiBancs Wu
pa3fnyan Koe-Kak, 4TO CTaBKW ObIBalOT Ha 4ucia, Ha
yeT W He4yeT W Ha uBeta. W3 peHer T[loAUHLI
AnekcaHOpOBHbLI S B 3TOT BeYyep pewunsica nonbiTaTb
CTO rynbAeHOB. MbIC/b, 4TO 4 MPUCTYMNaKw K Urpe He
ona cebqa, Kak-to cbmBana MeHsa ¢ Tonky. OwyuieHune
OblNI0 4Ype3BblHAaMHO HENpPUATHOE, U MHEe 3aXOoTesioCb
Mnockopee pa3Bda3aTbCA C HAM. MHe BCe Ka3aJloCb, 4TO,
HadynHaa Ana [lonuHbl, 9 noapbiBald cobCTBEHHOE
cyacTbe. Heyxenn Henb3sd NPUKOCHYTbLCA K UFOPHOMY
cTony, 4Tobbl TOTYAC e He 3apa3nTbCsa cyeBepuem? 4
Havyan C TOro, 4TO BbIHY/Nl NATb PpPUAPUXCOOPOB, TO
eCTb NATbOECAT rynbAeHOB, N MOCTaBUJ UX Ha YeETKY.
Koneco o0epHynocb, W BbIWAO TpuUHaguUuaTb — £
npourpas. C KakuM-TO 60/1€3HEHHbIM OLYLLEHNEM,
eNHCTBEHHO 4T0bbl Kak-HNbY oAb pa3BA3aTbCa U YUTHU, 4
nocTaBu/ euwe nNaTb QPUOPUXCOOPOB Ha KpacCHYIo.
Bbiluna KpacHas. 9 MOCTaBUN BCe NecAaATb
bpuopnxcoopoB — BbilWIa ONATb KpacHad. d nocTtasun
ONATb BCe 3a pa3, BblWa oMATb KpacHad. [lony4ums
COpPOK pugpuxcoopos, A NOCTaBu/al ABaguaTb Ha
ABeHaguaTb cpefHUX uUugp, He 3HafA, 4YTO M3 3TOro
BbingeT. MHe 3annatunm BTpoe. Takum obpa3om, u3
necatn ppuapuxcoopos y MeHs MoABUNOCb BAPYr
BoceMbaecat. MHe cTano Oo TOro HeBbIHOCMMO OT
KaKoro-To HeoObbIKHOBEHHOIO U CTPAHHOIO OLLYyLLIEHWS,
4YTO A pewnncsa ymtun. MHe nokasanocb, 4TO 9 BoBce Obl
He Tak urpan, ecnm 6 urpan ona cebsa. 9, ooHaKo X,
MoCTaBuUN BCe BOCEMbIECAT PpuaopuxchoopoB elle pa3
Ha 4eTKy. Ha 3TOoT pa3 BbIWIO YeTbipe; MHe OTCbiNnanu
ewie BoceMbaecaT ppuapuxcaoopoB, U, 3axBaTuB BCHO



Ky4dy B CTO LUeCTbAeCAaAT puapuxcoopos, g oTrpaBuCcA
OTbICKMBaATb [MoNnHYy AnekcaHLPOBHY.

OHW BCe rge-To ryasaam B napke, n 8 ycnesn yBuaeTbCs
C Hel TOJIbKO 3a Y>XMHOM. Ha 3TOoT pa3 dpaHuLy3a He
OblN0, U reHepan pas3BepHYJNCH: Mexay MnpoYmMMm, OH
noyen HY>XHbIM OMNATb MHE 3aMeTUTb, 4TO OH bbbl He
Kesana MeHsa BuaeTb 3a UropHbiM CcTosioM. [lo ero
MHEHMI0, ero o4eHb CKOMMPOMEeTUpyeT, eCsin A Kak-
HUbyOb C/AUWKOM MPOUrpatoCb; «HO ecnm 6 fake Bbl U
BblUFpPasM OYEeHb MHOro, TO MU Torga A 6yay Toxe
CKOMMNpoMeTnpoBaH, — nNpubaBmn OH 3HAYUTENIbHO. —
KoHe4yHO, 4 He wuMelo npaBa pacnosiaraTb BallMMWK
MoCTynkaMuy, HO corjlacutecb camMu...» TyT OH MO
0ObIKHOBEHUNIO CBOEMY HE OOKOHYWUA. d CyxX0 OTBETUN
eMy, 4TO Y MeEeHSs O04YeHb MaJilo J[OeHer W 9To,
cnepgosaTesibHO, A He MOory CJIMWKOM MNPUMETHO
npourpaTtbcd, ecnn 6 pake v ctan urpatb. lMpuaa K
cebe HaBepXx, a9 ycnen nepenatb NonnHe ee BbIUIPbILW U
06bABMA en, 4TO B APYron pas y>xe He byay urpaTb O
Hee.

— [Mo4yemy e? — cnpocuia oHa TPEBOXXHO.

— MoToMy 4TO X04y UrpaTb ONnga cebsa, — oTBevan 4,
paccMaTpuBasa ee C yanBieHnemMm, — a 3TO MellaerT.

— Tak Bbl pewnTenbHO npogosnkaete ObITb
ybexxaeHbl, 4TO pyfleTKa Ball €OUHCTBEHHbLIA UCXO4 W
cnaceHune? — cCrnpocwusa oHa HacMewnmBo. A oTBeYyan
ONATb O4YeHb Cepbe3HOo, YTO [a; YTO )Ke KacaeTcsa Ao
MOEWN YBEPEHHOCTW HEMNPEMEHHO BbIMIFpPaTb, TO MycKau
3To byneT CMewHo, 9 corjlaceH, «HO 4Tob ocTaBuan
MeHSA B NMoKoe».,

MonnHa AnekcaHApPOBHa HacCTaumBana, 4YTob 4
HenpeMeHHO pasfenns C HeK CEerogHAWHUN BbINTPbILL
rnonosam, 7 oThaBala MHe BOCEMbLeCcAT
dbpnaopnxcoopos, npepsaras v Bnpedb MNPOLOSIKATL
Urpy Ha >3TOM ycnosBuu. f oTKasasncsa OT MOJIOBUHbI
pewnTenbHO U OKOHYaTeslbHO M 06bABWMA, 4TO AN



OPYrMx He MOry urpaTb He MoToMy, 4Tob He Xkenan, a
MOTOMY, 4TO HaBepHOe npounrpato.

— W, ooHakKo X, A4 caMa, KakK HW TAyrno 3TOo, MNOYTW
TOXe HagewcCb Ha OA4HY pYyJleTKy, — CKa3ajla OHa
3aQyMblBasiCb. — A MOTOMY Bbl HEMNpeMeHHO [O0JIKHbI
nponoJ»KaTb WUrpy CO MHOK BMecTe nonoJjiam, n —
pa3dymeetca — bynete. — TyT OHa ywJa OT MEHs, He
cnywasa gasbHENLNX MONX BO3ParkeHUN.



MNnaea Il

N, oogHaKo X, BYepa Lesibln AeHb OHa He roBopuia co
MHOW 00 urpe HKM cnosa. a n Boobue oHa nsberana co
MHOW roBOpuUTb BYepa. NpexxHsasa MaHepa ee CO MHOIO He
M3MeHnNacb. Ta »Xe coBepweHHad HebpeXxHOCTb B
obpawieHUn nNpu  BCTpeYax, WU  [Jaxxe  YTO-TO
npesputenbHoe W HeHaBucTHoe. Boobuie oOHa He
»KeJlaeT CKpblBaTb CBOEro KO MHe OTBpallLeHus; s 3TO
BMXXY. HecMoTpsa Ha 3TO, OHa He CKpbIBaeT ToXe OT
MEHS, YTO 9 e ON19 4ero-To Hy>XeH N YTO OHa OJ1a Yero-
TO MeHs bepexeT. Mexay HaMu YCTaHOBUINCL KaKue-
TO CTpaHHble OTHOLWIEHUS, BO MHONOM AOJI9 MeHH4
HEMNOHATHbIE, — B35B B COOOpa)keHne ee ropaoCTb WU
HaAMeHHOCTb co BceMu. OHa 3HaeT, HanpuMmep, 4YTo
nobniwo ee pgo 6esymums, [OonyckaeT MeHsA Jaxe
FOBOPUTb O MOEN CTPACTU — U YXK, KOHEYHO, HNYEM OHa
He Bblpa3usa 6bl MHe Oonlee CBOEro npe3speHus, Kak
3TUM MO3BOJIEHNEM FOBOPUTL en becnpensaTCTBEHHO U
becueH3ypHo 0 Moen nwbBu. «3HaAYWUT, OeckaTb, A0
TOroO CYMUTaA HWM BO HTO TBOW YYBCTBA, 4YTO MHe
pewwmnTenbHO BCe paBHO, 06 4eM Obl Tbl HU FOBOPWUIJ CO
MHOK U 4TO Obl KO MHe HWM 4YyBCcTBOBaN». [po cBOW
cobCcTBEHHbIE Oefla OHa pa3roBapuBasia CoO MHOK MHOIMO
N npexae, HoO HUKorga He 6blna BMoOJIHE OTKPOBEHHA.
Mano Toro, B npeHebpexeHnn ee KO MHe 6blau,
HanpuMmep, BOT KaKue YTOHYEHHOCTWU: OHa 3HaerT,
MOJIOXKUM, 4YTO MHe N3BECTHO Kakoe-Hnbyab
06CTOATENBCTBO €€ XXU3HU UK YTO-HMOyAb O TOM, 4TO
CU/IbHO ee TPEBOXWUT; OHa [aXke CaMa pacCKa)KeT MHe
YyTO-HNOYAb U3 ee o06CToATeNnbCTB, €ecanm Hado
yrnoTpebuTb MeHS Kak-HMOyOb O/19 CBOUX Lesien, Bpoae
paba, nnn Ha noberywkn; HO pacCka)keT BCcerga pPoBHO
CTOJIbKO, CKOJIbKO Hano 3HaTb 4eJI0BEKY,



ynoTpebnsawouwemycs Ha noberywku, n ecnm MHe elle
Hen3BecTHa uefas CBA3b COObLITUW, eCc/iM OHa U caMa
BUOUT, KaK 9 My4yCb U TPEBOXXYCb €€ »XXe& MYyYEeHUAMUN "
TpeBoramMmuy, TO HUKOr4a He yaoCTOUT MeHS YCNOKOUTb
BMNOJIHE CBOEN [OPYXECKOW OTKPOBEHHOCTUIO, XOTH,
yrnoTpebnaa MeHs Hepeako Mo NoOpy4YeHUsSM He TOJIbKO
XJIONOT/INBbLIM, HO [aX>e ofacHbIM, OHa, MO0 MOeMy
MHeHWUto, oba3aHa bbITb CO MHOW OTKPOBEHHOWO. [la u
CTOUT M 3ab0TUTbCA O MOUX YYyBCTBaX, O TOM, 4YTO
TOXE TPEBOXYCb W, MOXeT ObiTb, BTpoe ©Oonblue
3a004yCb U My4yCb ee e 3aboTamMuy n HeynavYamMu, 4em
OHa cama!

A Hepenwu 3a Tpu ewe 3Han 0b ee HaMepeHUn UrpaTb
Ha pyneTtke. OHa MeHs OaXke npenyeBenomMusa, 4YTo 1
nosmmkeH 6yny wurpaTb BMeCTO Hee, MOTOMY 4TO en
CaMOW urpaTb HenpuanyHo. o TOHY ee CNoOB A Toraa
Ke 3aMeTus, 4TO Y HeN KaKasa-To cepbe3Hasd 3aboTa, a
He NPOCTO XKeJslaHue BbIrpaTb AeHbrn. YTO en AeHbrin
camm no cebe! TyT ecTb Uuenb, TYT Kakue-To
obcToATENbCTBA, KOTOPble S MOry yraabiBaTb, HO
KOTOpPbIX S OO CUX NOp He 3Hat. Pa3ymeeTtcd, TO
YHU>XXeHne n pabcTtBo, B KOTOPbIX OHa MEHSA OepXWUT,
Moram 6bl MHe gaTb (BeCbMa 4aCTO AatoT) BO3MOXXHOCTb
rpybo n npssMo caMoMy ee paccnpawmBaTb. Tak Kak o
ona Hee pab M CAUWIKOM HUYTOXXEH B €e rfasax, TO
Heyero en n obmxxatbcsa rpybbiM MonM NOOBOMNLITCTBOM.
Ho meno B TOM, 4TO OHa, MNO3BOJISA MHe pAenaTb
BOMPOChI, HA HUX He oTBeYaeT. NIHOW pa3 n BOBCE NX He
3aMeYyaeT. BOoT Kak y Hac!

ByepawHum pJgeHb Yy HaC MHOMO TrOBOPWUJIOCL O
Tenerpamme, nyweHHOW ewe 4eTbipe OHA Ha3ag B
MeTepbypr U Ha KOTOpyl He ObINO oTBeTa. [eHepan
BUOMMO BOJZIHYeTCS U 3aayMymB. [1eno naert, KOHeYHo, O
babywke. BonHyeTca u ¢dpaHuys3. Buyepa, Hanpumep,
nocne obega OHM OONr0 U CEpPbe3HO pa3roBapuBasIv.
ToH dpaHuy3a CcO BCEMWU HaMuU HeObbIKHOBEHHO



BbICOKOMEPHbLIN U  HebpeXHbin. TyT WUMEHHO o
rnocnosuue: nocagn 3a CTosi, u Horm Ha ctos. OH gaxe
c [MonnHonm HebpexeH pno rpybocTtn; Bnpo4Yem, C
YOOBOJILCTBMEM Yy4yacTByeT B 06wWKWX nporyakax B
BOKCaJie UM B KaBaJibKagax 1 noesakax 3a ropond. MHe
M3BECTHbI [OAaBHO KOW-Kakme ©n3 obCToATenbCTs,
CBA3aBWKMX paHUy3a C reHepanom: B Poccumm oOHU
3aTeBasiIn BMeCTe 3aBOJ; S He 3Hato, JIONHYN N KX
MPOEeKT, nnn Bce euwe 06 HEM Yy HUX roBopuTCHa. Kpome
TOro, MHe CJly4anHO M3BeCTHa 4YaCTb CEMENHOWN TaWHblI:
dpaHUy3 OeNCTBUTEJNIbHO BbIPY4YU MpOWOro roja
reHepana v nasa emy TpuauaTb TbICAY OJ19 NOMNOJIHEHNSA
HeOooCTalWero B Ka3eHHoOW CcymMMe npum  chade
NOJDKHOCTU. W yX pa3ymeeTcs, reHepasi y Hero B
TUCKaX; HO Tenepb, COBCTBEHHO Tenepb, FNaBHYIO POJib
BO BCEM 3TOM wurpaeT Bce-Takm m-lle Blanche, n 4
yBEPEH, 4TO U TYT He owunbatochb.

KTo Takad m-lle Blanche? 3gecb y Hac roBopsaT, 4TO
OHa 3HaTHas (paHUy>XeHKa, uMmellwas ¢ cobon CBOIO
MaTb U KOJIOCCAJZIbHOE COCTOsiHMEe. VI3BEeCTHO TOoXXe, 4TOo
OHa KakKas-ToO POoACTBEHHMUA HalleMy MapKuiy, TOJIbKO
OYeHb [AasibHAA, KakKaa-ToO Ky3MHa Wan TporopoaHas
cecTtpa. loBopdaAT, 4TO OO Moen noe3aknm B [lapux
dpaHuy3 n m-lle Blanche cHocmnnce mexnay cobon Kak-
TO ropa3ao LepemoHHee, bbiim Kak byato Ha 6bonee
TOHKOW 1N OeNIMKATHOW HOore; Tenepb )Xe 3HAaKOMCTBO UX,
apy>xba w©n poACTBEHHOCTb BbIMAAbIBAOT KaK-TO
rpybee, Kak-To kKopoye. MoxxeT ObITb, Hawwu pena
Ka>XyTCsd MM OO0 TOro y»X TMJOXUMWU, YTO OHWU N He
CYUTAKT HYXXHbIM CJ/IMLLUKOM C HaMW LEPEMOHUTLCA U
CKpbIBaTbCA. 4 elle TpeTbero AHA 3aMeTUs, Kak MUCTepP
AcTtnen pasrnanbiBan m-lle Blanche n ee matyuwky. MHe
MokKasasioCb, 4TO OH UX 3HaeT. MHe nMoka3anocCb OaXe,
4YTO U Haw ppaHUy3 BCTpeYvasica npexxage ¢ MUCTEPOM
AcTneem. Bnpoyem, muctep Actnien 0o TOro 3aCTeH4YUB,
CTbIOJINB WU MOJIHAJIMB, YTO Ha HEro noYTU MOXXHO



noHageaTbCcd, — W3 Kn3bbl copa He BblHeceT. [lo
KpanHen Mmepe ppaHuy3 eBa €My KJIAHAETCH U MoYTKr
He rNAauT Ha Hero; a — cTano 6biTb, He Bbontcda. 3TO
eule NoHATHO; HO nodYyemy m-lle Blanche To)xe no4yTun He
rnaguT Ha Hero? Tem 6osee 4TO MapkKuM3 BYepa
MpPOroBOpwJICA: OH BAPYr CKa3an B obuwem pasroBope,
He TMOMHIO MO KakKoMy MnoBoAdy, 4TO Muctep AcTien
KOJ10CCasibHO BoraT U YTO OH NPO 3TO 3HAET; TYT-TO Obl
n rnagetb m-lle Blanche Ha Mmuctepa Actnes! Boobuie
reHepan Haxoautca B 6ecrnokomctBe. [MOHATHO, 4TO
MOXEeT 3Ha4YuTb [OJI9 Hero Ternepb Tejnerpamma o
cMepTn TeTKu!

MHe XOTb W nMoOKa3aJioCb HaBepHoe, 4710 [losnHa
n3beraeTt pas3roBopa CO MHOW, KaK bbl C LeNnblo, HO 9 1
caM NpuHAN Ha cebsa Bua XO0NOAHbLIM N PaBHOAYLUHbLIW:
BCe AyMaJi, 4TO OHa HeT-HeT, Oa WU nogonneT Ko MHe.
3aTo BYepa U cerogHsa A obpaTun BCE MOE BHUMMaHue
npenmyLwiecTseHHo Ha m-lle Blanche. begHbIn reHepan,
OH nornb okoH4YaTenbHO! BNobuThbCsa B NATbAECAT NATb
NleT, C TaKoK CUJIOK CTpacTu, — KOHEeYHO, HecYacTue.
NMpnbaBbTe K TOMYy e€ero BAOBCTBO, €ero ngeten,
COBEpPLUEHHO pa30opeHHOoe MMeHune, OOJIrM U, HaKoHel,
XKEHLUNHY, B KOTOPYI eMy npuinock saobutbeca. M-lle
Blanche kpacumBa coboiwn. Ho a4 He 3Hato, NonMyT nun
MEeHS, eC/QIn A Bblpa)KyCb, YTO Y HEW OO4HO M3 Tex suu,
KOTOPbIX MOXHO ucnyratbcsa. [lo KpanHenm wMepe 4
Bcerga 6o0sanca Takumx >XeHwwuH. En, HaBepHo, net
nBaguatb naTb. OHa pocsiad M wWupokorsiedyad, c
KPYTbIMU NNeYaMu; Wesd N rpyab Y Hee POCKOLUHbI; LBET
KOXWN CMYT10-)XeNTbIN, UBET BOJZIOC YEPHbIN, KaK TYLlb,
N BOJIOC Y>XaCHO MHOro, AocTtano 6bl Ha ABe Kyadopsl.
[na3a 4epHble, Oenku rnas xKenTtToBaTble, B3rnsmg
HaxXaJlbHbIN, 3y6bl benenwne, rybbi BCcerga
HanoMa>eHbl; OT Hee naxHeT MyckycoM. OpeaeTcs
OHa 3dpdekTHO, boraTto, C WKWUKOM, HO C OoNbLIKUM
BKYCOM. HOrm wn pykKm yaouBuTesibHble. [osloc ee —



CUMNbIA KOHTPasIbTO. OHa MHOrg4a pacxoxo4yeTcs v rnpwu
3TOM nMOKa)xeT BcCe cBou 3ybbl, HO O6bLIKHOBEHHO
CMOTPUT MOJIHaJIMBO N HaXaJibHO — MO KpanHen mepe
npu MonnHe m npn Mapbe dununnosHe. (CTpaHHbIN
cnyx: Mapba ®dunumnnosHa ye3XaeT B Poccuio.) MHe
KaxxeTtcsa, m-lle Blanche 6e30 BcsAkoro obpa3oBaHus,
MOXXeT ObITb AaXe U He YMHa, HO 3aTO NoA03puUTEsibHA
N XxuTpa. MHe KaxkeTcs, ee XWU3Hb Oblna-Takn He be3
NPUKIOYEHUA. ECNN y>XK FOBOPUTL BCE, TO MOXET ObIThb,
4YTO MapKM3 BOBCE el He POACTBEHHUK, @ MaTb COBCEM
He MaTb. HO ecTb cBefeHus, 4To B bepanHe, roe Mol C
HUMU CbexasIMCb, OHAa W MaTb €e UMEeJIN HECKOJIbKO
MOPSAAOYHbIX 3HAKOMCTB. YTO KacaeTcd O[O0 CaMoro
MapKu3a, TO XO0Tb A4 U OO CUX NOP COMHEBAlOCb, YTO OH
MapKn3, HO TMMPUHALNIEXHOCTb €ero K nopsago4YHoMy
obwecTBy, KakK y Hac, Hanpumep, B MockBe n Koe-rage u
B [epMaHnmn, KakeTcs, He noaBep>XeHa COMHeHuto. He
3Hal0, YTO OH Takoe BO PpaHUUN? FOBOPAT, Y HEro ecTb
waTto. 4 gymasn, 4To B 3TW AOBEe Hedesn MHOro BoAbl
ynoeTt, U, 0OHAKO X, A4 BCe elle He 3Hal HaBepHOo,
ckaszaHo nm y m-lle Blanche ¢ reHepanom 4To-HMbYAOb
pewnTenbHoe? Booblle BCe 3aBUCUT Tenepb OT Hallero
COCTOSAHNSA, TO €CTb OT TOr0, MHOI0 JI MOXXET reHepar
nokasaTb WM pgeHer. Ecam Obl, Hanpumep, NpuULWIIo
n3eectume, 4To babylwka He ymepna, To a9 yBepeH, m-lle
Blanche ToT4ac 6bl ncyesna. YAMBUTENbHO U CMELLUHO
MHEe CaMOMYy, KakoWu §, O4HAKO X, CTan cnneTHuk. O,
KakK MHe BCe 3TO nNpoTmBHO! C KakKMM Hac/laXXgeHneMm 1
bpocun Obl BCex M BCb! HO pa3Be A Mory yexaTb OT
[MoNnHbI, pa3Be A4 MOry He LWMUOHNTb KPYroMm Hee?
LLINMOHCTBO, KOHEYHO, NoAJI0o, HO — Kakoe MHe A0
3TOoro geno!

JliobonblITeH MHe ToXe bbbl BYepa U CerogHs Muctep
Actnen. [a, a9 ybexneH, 4To OoH BAtobneH B lNMonnHy!
JIlobonbITHO M CMELWHO, CKOJIbKO WHOrga MOXXeT
Bblpa3nTb  B3rnan CTblgiMBoro un  60sae3HeHHo-



LenoMyOopeHHOro 4esioBeka, TPOHYTOro sboBbio, U
MMEHHO B TO BPEMH, KOrga 4YesioBeK y>, KOHe4Ho, pan
Obl CKOpee CKBO3b 3eMJII0 MNPOBAJ/INTbCSA, YHYEM YTO-
HUbyaob BbiCKa3aTb WIW Bblpa3nTb, CJIOBOM WM
B3rnagom. Muctep AcTsien BeCbMa 4acCTOo BCTpeYaeTcs C
HamMy Ha nporynkax. OH CHMMaeT wWnany m npoxoauT
MUMO, YyMuUpasa, pasymMeeTcsd, OT XKeJjlaHUd K HaM
npucoegnHnUTbLCA. ECnm e ero npurnawatT, TO OH
TOTHaC OTKa3blBaeTCHA. Ha MecTax oTAbiXxa, B BOKcarsie,
Ha My3blke Unun npen poHTaHOM OH Yy)Xe HenpeMeHHOo
oCTaHaBnuBaeTca rae-Hnbyaob Hepaneko OT Hawen
cKaMenku, n rage 6bl Mbl HN ObIIN: B NapkKe Nn, B siecy
nm, nnn Ha LWnaHreHbepre, — CTOUT TOJIbKO BCKUHYTb
rnasamuy, MOCMOTPETb KPYrom, M HeNnpemMeHHOo rae-
HUbyaob, MnNM Ha 6amxanmwenm TPONMHKe, WUIN n3-3a
KyCTa, MNOKaXeTCA Yrosok MucTtepa AcTtned. MHe
Ka>XeTCs, OH NLWWET cly4asd CO MHOW roBOpuUTb 0COBEHHO.
CerooHss yTpOM Mbl BCTPETWINCL N MEPEKUHYNN [OBa
cnoea. OH TroBOPUT MHOMN pa3 KaK-TO 4pe3BblHaMHO
OTPbLIBUCTO. ELle He Ccka3aB «34PaBCTBYMNTE», OH Ha4vall
C TOro, 4TO NPOroBOPUJI:

— A, mademoiselle Blanche!.. 1 MHOro Bungen Takmx
XKeHLWmnH, Kak mademoiselle Blanche!

OH 3amMosi4as, 3HaMeHaTes/IbHO CMOTPSA Ha MeHs. YTo
OH 3TUM XOTeNn cKas3aTb, He 3Hakl, MOTOMY 4YTO Ha
BOMPOC MOW: YTO 3TO 3HAYUT? — OH C XUTPOWN yNnbibKon
KMBHYJ1 r0O10BOIO U Npubasun:

— Y 3To Tak. Mademoiselle Blanche o4yeHb nwobut

LBeTbI?

— He 3Hato, coBCeM He 3Halo, — oTBe4an 4.

— Kak! Bbl n 3TOro He 3Haete! — BCKpuYana OH C
BE/NYANLLUM U3YMJIEHNEM.

— He 3Halo, coBcemM He 3aMeTusl, — MNOBTOPUS 4
CMesChb.

— I'm, 3TO gaeT MHe oAHy ocobyto Mbicib. — TyT OH
KWBHYJ1 FOJIOBOIO U npollen ganee. OH, BNPOYEM, NMES



00BOJIbHbIN BUA. [OBOPUM Mbl C HAM Ha CKBEpPHenLwem
JPpaHLYy3CKOM fA3blKe.



Nnaea IV

CerogHa 6bl1  OgeHb cMewHow, 6e300pa3Hbin,
Henenbin. Tenepb ogMHHAAUATb YacCOB HO4YU. A CUXKY B
CBOEN KAaMOpKe M npunomMmnuHal. Hadanocb C TOro, 4To
YTPOM MPUHYXOEH-TAaKN Obls1 nOTKU Ha pyneTky, 4Tob
urpaTtbe gnda lNonuvHbl AnekKcaHOpPOBHbLI. A B34/s1 BCe ee
CTO WeCcTbAecaT Qpuaopuxcaopos, HO nNon AOBYyMH

YC/IOBUSIMU: MEepBO€ — YTO S He XOo4y urpatb B
MOJIOBUHE, TO €eCTb €eC/n BbIUFpaw, TO HUYEro He
BO3bMy cebe, BTOpoe — 4YTO Be4yepoMm [losiMHa

Pa3bACHUT MHe, OJ15 4ero WMMEHHO el TaK HY>XHO
BbIUFPaTb N CKOJIbLKO MMEHHO AeHer. 9 BCe-Taku HUKaK
He MOry npeanosoXnTb, 4TOObI 3TO ObIIO NPOCTO ANA
neHer. TyT, BUAMMO, AOeHbrM HeobXxooMMbl, U Kak
MOXXHO CKopee, O/ Kakon-To ocobeHHowm uenn. OHa
obewanacb pasbACHUTb, N A OTNPaBUACA. B NropHbix
3anax Tosna Obisla y)KacHad. Kak HaxXaJsibHbl OHU U KakK
BCE OHW XagHbl! A nNpoTecHUNCA K cepeaonHe N CcTal
BO3J1e CaMOro Kpynepa; 3aTteM cTan pobko npoboBaThb
Urpy, CTaBd Mo ABe U Mo TPU MOHeTbl. Mexay TeM S
Habnwogan W 3aMevyan; MHe oKa3asoCb, 4TO
cobCTBEHHO pacyeT O0BOJIbHO MaJi0o 3HAYUT N BOBCE He
MMEeEeT TOMN Ba>KHOCTU, KOTOPYID eMy MnpuaarT MHOrume
Nrpokn. OHU cnpatT c pasrpadieHHbIMN ByMa>kkamu,
3aMeyvyaloT  yaapbl, CYMATAOT, BbIBOASAT  LUAHCHI,
PacCYUTLIBAOT, HAKOHEeL CTaBAT WU — nNpourpbiBatoT
TOYHO TaK XK€, KakK W Mbl, MNPOCTble CMePTHbIE,
urparowme 6e3 pacyety. HO 3aTo s BbiBe/a OAHO
3aKJIlo4yeHune, KOTOopoe, KakeTcH, BEPHO:
ONEeNCTBUTENIbHO, B TE@Y4EHNN CNyYaWHbIX WWaHCOB bbiBaeT
XO0Tb N He CcUCTeMa, HO Kak ByaTo Kakon-To nopsanok,
4YTO, KOHEYHO, 04eHb CTpaHHO. Hanpumep, ObIBaeT, 4TO
nocne ABeHaguaTun cpeaoHuUx uugp HacTynawT



OBeHaALuaTb NocnegHux; ABa pas3a, MNOJIOXUM, yaap
JIOXXUTCA Ha 3TW ABEeHaAuaTb NocaegHux n nepexoanT
Ha OBeHaguaTb NnepBbiX. YNaB Ha ABeHaAuUaTb MNepBbIX,
nepexoanT OMATb Ha ABEeHaAuaTb CpeaHux, yaoapseT
cpsany TpW, YeTblpe pasa no cpeaHuM U onsATb
nepexoanT Ha JABeHaguaTb MocsenHuxX, rae, ondaTb
nocsie OBYyX pa3, nepexoauT K MepBbiM, Ha MNepBbIX
onaTb 6beT 0AVH pa3 1 ONATb NEPexXoanT Ha Tpu yaapa
cpeaHunx, n Takum obpa3om NpoaosiKaeTCs B Te4YeHue
rnosiytTopa nnn asyx 4acos. OavH, Tpun 1 aOBa, OAUH, TPW
U OBa. OTO o4eHb 3abaBHO. IHOWM AeHb UM NHOE YTpPO
NAOeT, HanpuMep, Tak, YTO KpacHas CMEeHSeTCs YepHOoto
n obpaTHO noyTn 6e3 BCAKOro nopsaka, NMOMUHYTHO,
TakK 4To 6osblue ABYX-TpeX yaoapoB CPSAAYy Ha KPaCHYIO
W Ha YEPHYI0 He JIOXKUTCA. Ha apyrom xe OeHb Un
Ha JApyronm Beyep ObIBaeT cpaay O4HaA KpacHas,
aoxoaouT, Hanpumep, bonblie 4em A0 ABaguUaTU ABYX
pa3 cpsaay U Tak naeT HEenpemMeHHO B MPOAOJSIXKEHUU
HEKOTOPOro BPEMEHU, HaNpumep, B MNPOOOJIKEHUN
Luenoro AHA. MHe MHOro B 3TOM O0DOBACHMA MUCTEp
AcCTnen, KOTOopbIN Lesnoe YyTPOo MPOCTOAST Y WUFOPHbIX
CTOJIOB, HO CaM He MoCcTaBu HU pa3y. YTo e KacaeTcs
00 MeHS, TO A BeCb npourpasca 4o TJia N 04eHb CKOpPO.
A npaMo cpa3y nMocCTaBWJl Ha YeTKy ABaauaTh
dbpnaopnxcoopoB M BbiUrpaa, NMOCTaBuil MATb U OMNSATb
BbiIUFPan N Takum obpa3om elle pas3a ABa mam Tpu. 4
AyMato, Y MEeHS COLIOCb B PYKaX OKOJIO YEeTbIPeEXCOT
dbpnaopnuxcaopoB B Kakue-Hnbyab NaTb MUHYT. TyT Obl
MHE U OTOWUTW, HO BO MHE POAWUIOCb KaKoe-TO CTpaHHoe
oulyuleHne, Kakou-TO BbI30OB cyabbe, Kakoe-To
XKeJlaHne [OaTb €N LWeN4YoK, BbICTaBUTb €en A3blK. A
nocTaBua camylo 601blLUYIO MO3BOJIEHHYIO CTaBKy, B
yeTblpe ThICAYM TYNbOEHOB, W nMpourpan. 3aTewm,
Pa3ropsa4YnBLUNCG, BbIHYJ1 BCE, YTO Y MEHS OCTaBasloChb,
MOCTaBWUJ1 Ha Ty XXe CTaBKYy W npourpasn ondTb, nocne
4yero oTollen OT CTOoJla, KakK OornyweHHbIn. 9 nake He



MOHMMaJI, 4TO 3TO CO MHOI 6bIsI0, U 0OBLABUA O MOEM
npourpsbiwe T[lloinHe AnekcaHOpOBHEe TOJILKO npeg
cambiM obepom. 10 TOro BpeMeHM S BCe wWaTasncsa B
rnapke.

3a obenom A 6bI1 0NATb B BO3OY)KOEHHOM COCTOSHUMN,
TaK XXe Kak U Tpu OHA ToMy Ha3apg. ®paHuy3 n m-lle
Blanche onaTtb obepann ¢ Hamn. OKa3anocb, 4To m-lle
Blanche 6bina yTpoM B UIrOpHbIX 3as1aX U Buaena mou
noasurn. B 3ToT pa3 oHa 3aroBopujla CoO MHOK KakK-TO
BHMMaTesNlbHee. dpaHuy3 nowesi npsMee U TMpocTo
CNPOCUJT  MEHS, HeyXxennm 9  npourpas CBOWU
cobCcTBeHHbIE AeHbrn? MHe Ka)keTcs, OH Nnoao3peBaeT
MonnHy. OQHUM CNOBOM, TYT YTO-TO €CTb. f TOTHYacC Xxe
coJiras n cKasah, 4To CBOMW.

FeHepan 6bin 4Ype3BblHAMHO YAWBNEH: OTKYAa S B35
Takne peHbrn? 9 oO0BbACHWA, YTO Havan C OecaTu
dpnaoprxcoopos, H4TO WeEeCTb WM CeMb yOoapoB CpsAAdy,
HagBoOe, OOBeSIN MeHSA 00 MATU WA 00 WeCTU ThbiCAY
ryJib4EHOB U 4TO NOTOM S BCe CNyCTWU C ABYX YOAPOB.

Bce 370, KOHEYHO, Bbl10 BepoATHO. OObACHANA 3TO, A
nocMmoTpen Ha loanHy, HO HMYero He mMor pasobpaTb B
ee snue. OQHakKoO X OHa MHe pana coJsiratb U He
nonpasunjla MeHsd; U3 3TOro A 3aKJI4YWJ, 4TO MHe U’
Hano 6bIs10 conraTh U CKPbITb, 4TO 9 Urpan 3a Hee. Bo
BCAKOM CJlydae, gayman g npo cebs, oHa obsaA3aHa MHe
obbAcHeHMeM ” pgaBeda obewana MHe Koe-4To
OTKPbITh.

A oyman, 4TO reHepan caeslaeT MHe Kakoe-HuUbyab
3aMeyvyaHune, HO OH MpoMoJi4aJl; 3aTo A 3aMeTu B mue
ero BOJIHeHMe u 6becnokoncTBo. MoxeT 6bITb, Mnpwu
KPYTbIX ero obctosaTenbCTBax €My TrMpPoCTO TSAXKEeNo
Obln0 BbICAyWaTb, Y4TO TakKas MoYTUTEeNbHas rpyaa
30J10Ta nNpuwaa M ywsaa B YeTBepTb 4aca Yy TaKoro
HepacyeT/IMBOIro gypaka, Kak 1.

A nopospeBato, 4HTO Y HEro B4epa Be4YepoM Bbilsa C
dpaHUYy30M Kakada-TO Kapkas KoHTpa. OHM Jonro mn c



XXapOM roBOPUJIN O YEM-TO, 3aneplncb. PpaHUy3 yLIen
Kak OyaTo 4eM-TO pa3fpa’keHHbI, a cerogHs paHo
YyTPOM OMNATb MNPUXOOUNT K FeHepany — Wn, BEPOATHO,
4TO6 NpPoOo/IKaTb BYEPALLUHUA Pa3roBop.

BoicnhywlaB o0 MoeM npowurpsbiwle, ¢paHLy3 enko u
na>xe 3700HO 3aMeTun MHe, 4To Hago 6biio 6bIThb
bnaropasymHee. He 3Hato, ong 4ero oH npubasun, 4To
XOTb PYCCKMX U MHOIMO WUrpaeT, HO, MO €ro MHEHMUIo,
PYyCCKMNE Aa>Ke U nrpaTb He CNOCobHbI.

— A N0 MOEMy MHEHWUIO, pyJieTKa TOJIbKO U co3haHa
ONs PYCCKUX, — CKasajsl 4, U Korga dpaHuy3 Ha Mou
OT3bIB NPE3PUTESIBHO YCMEXHYJICA, 1 3aMeTU/1 eMy, 4TO,
YK KOHEYHO, rnpasBAa Ha MOEn CTOPOHE, MOTOMY 4TO,
FrOBOPS O PYCCKUX KakK 0O mrpokax, s ropasano bonee
pyrat UX, 4eMm XBaJlto, N 4YTO MHeE, CTaNo BbiTb, MOXXHO
BEPUTH.

— Ha 4em Xe Bbl OCHOBbIBaeTe Balle MHeHue? —
cnpocus opaHuys.

— Ha ToM, 4TO B KaTtexusuc pgobpopgertenen wu
OOCTOUHCTB UMBUJIN30BAHHOINO 3anagHOro 4esioBeka
BOLLUJIA UCTOPUYECKU U 4YyTb JIN HE B BUAOE rJ1IaBHOro
NMYHKTa cnocobHocTb npuobpeTeHns kKanuTanos. A
PYCCKUM He TOJIbKO He cnocobeH npuobpeTaTb
KanuTanbl, HO Ja)e W pacTovYaeT WX KakK-ToO 3psa U
6e306pa3Ho. TeM He MeHee HaM, PYCCKUM, OEHbIN TOXe
HY>XHbl, — npubaBun 9, — a CNeacTBeHHO, Mbl OYEHb
padbl U O4eHb MagKW Ha Takue crocobbl, Kak Hanpumep
pyneTku, roe MoxXHo pasborateTb BAPYr, B ABa 4aca,
He TPpYyAACb. TO HAC 0O4YEeHb NpenblaeT; a TakK KakK Mbl 1
nrpaem 3ps, 6e3 Tpyaga, To U npourpbiBaemMcs!

— 2TO OT4YacTu CcnpaBeasMBo, —  3aMeTW
CaMO0BOJIbHO (ppaHLy3.

— HeT, 3TO HecnpaBegaMBo, M BaM CTbIAHO Tak
OT3blBATbCd O CBOEM OTe4yecTBe, — CTporo wu
BHYLLUMTEJIbHO 3aMeTW reHeparn.



— lMomnnynte, — oTBe4Yan 9 eMmy, — Befdb, MPaBo,
HEN3BECTHO elle, 4YTO raxke: pycckoe nm besobpasue
NN HeEMeUKnUn crnocob HakKonNeHNSa YeCTHbIM TPyaoM?

— Kakaa 6e3006pa3Had  MbiCb! — BOCKJIMKHYN
reHeparn.

— Kakaga pycckasa MbiC/ib! — BOCKJIMKHY N ppaHLy3.

A cMesancs, MHe y>XaCHO X0TesIoCb UX pa33adopuTsb.

— A 4 nydwe 3axo4y BCH >XXWU3Hb MNPOKO4YeBaTb B

KUPrm3CcKom naslaTke, — BCKpUYan £, — 4YeM
NOKJ/IOHATbLCS HEMELIKOMY U0y,
— KakoMy wupony? — BCKpUYasdl TeHepas, Yyxe

Ha4YMHasa Cepbe3HOo CepanTbCA.

— Hemeukomy cnocoby HakonneHusa OoratcTe. A
3[eCb HeaosiIro, Ho, 0QHAaKO XX, BCe-Taku, 4YTO A 34ecCb
ycnen noaoMeTuTb WU NPOBEPUTb, BO3MYLILAET MO
TaTapckyto nopoay. Em 6ory, He Xo4y TakKux
nobpopetenen! 9 3p0ecb ycnen yxe BYepa obonTtu
BEPCT Ha AeCATb KPYrom. Hy, TO4Yb-B-TOYb TO XXe& CaMoe,
KaK B HpPaBOYyYUTEsIbHbIX HEMEeLKUX KHMmKevykax C
KapTUHKaMW: eCTb 30eCb Be3[e Yy HUX B Ka>XA0oM Jome
ceon  atep[__], yxacHo pobpoaeTenbHbIn U
HEOObIKHOBEHHO YeCTHbIN. Y)>X TakKoOW 4YeCTHbIA, 4TO
MOOOWTUN K HEMY CTpallHO. TepneTb HEe MOry YeCTHbIX
nonen, K KoOTopbIM NOAXOAUTb CTPaLIHO. Y Ka)XAaoro
30aKoro datepa eCcTb CEMbS, U MO BeYepamM BCE OHU
BCAYX MOYyYUTENIbHble KHUIMM 4YuTatloT. Hag OOMUKOM
LUYMAT BSA3bl U KallTaHbl. 3aKaT COJIHLA, Ha Kpbliwe
auct, N BCe HeoDObIKHOBEHHO MO3TUYeckoe U
TporaTenbHoe...

— YX Bbl He cepauTecb, reHepa’s, MNo3BOJibTE€ MHe
paccka3aTb noTporaTtesnbHee. A caM MOMHIO, Kak MOU
oTel, MOKOWMHUK, TOoXe nojA Aunnkamu, B naamcagHuke,
Mo BeYyepaM BCAYX YUTaNl MHe U MaTepu noaobHble
KHUXKW... A Beadb CaM Mory cyamTb 06 3ToM Kak
cnenyeT. Hy, Tak BCsKas 30akKad 34elIHAS CeMbs B
nonHenwem pabctee M noBuHOBeHUW Yy haTepa. Bce



paboTaloT, KaK BOJIbl, 1 BCE KOMNAT OEHbIN, KakK XXWAabl,
[MToNnoXXuMm, paTep CKONUA y>Ke CTOJIbKO-TO FyJIbA€HOB 1"
pPacCYUTbIBAET Ha CTapLlero cbiHa, 4Tobbl eMy pemecso
alb  3eMNUWKY nepenaTtb;, ONd  3TOro  godepwu
npnaoaHoro He OaklT, U OHA OCTaeTcd B AeBKax. [ns
3TOro >e Mnaauwero CblHa npoaatoT B Kabany anb B
congaTtbl W AeHbrnm npuobwatloT K  AgoMallHeMy
KanuTtany. [Mpaso, 3TO 34ecb nenaeTcs; A
paccnpawmnean. Bce 310 gesnaeTtcd He MHa4ve, Kak OT
4YEeCTHOCTU, OT YCUJIEHHOWN Y4eCTHOCTW, OO0 TOro, 4To W
MAaALWNA NPOOAaHHbLIM CblH BEPYET, YTO €ro He MHaude,
KakK OT YeCTHOCTW, npogann, — a Yy 3TO unaeas, Koraa
caMa >epTBa padyeTcsd, YTO ee Ha 3aKJjlaHue BendyT.
Y10 XXe manbwe? [anble To, YTO U CTapLleMy TOXe He
flerye: eCTb TaM y Hero takasd AMasibXeH, C KOTOPOI OH
cepauemM coeguHunCcsa, — HO XXEHUTbCSH HeNb3s, NoToOMY
YTO ry/NIbOEHOB elle CTOJIbKO He HakonaeHo. Toxe
XOYyT 6naroHpaBHO U WUCKPEHHO W C ynblbkonm Ha
3aKnaHne wunayTt. Y AMasibXeH YX LWeKn BBaJUJINCD,
COXHeT. HakoHeu, nert yepes nBaguaThb,
61arocoCcTosiHUE YMHOXWUNOCb, T[YyJNbAeHbl YEeCTHO W
nobponeTtenbHo ckonsieHbl. ®PaTep 6narocnosnseT
COpOKaJieTHero crapwero v TPUAOUATUNATUIIETHION
AManbXeH, C Uccoxwen rpyabtd U KpPacHbIM HOCOM...
Mpwn 3TOM NnayvyeT, MopaJsib YNUTaeT n ymmpaeT. CTapLunn
npespawaeTca caMm B pJobpogertenbHoro atepa, u
Ha4YMHaeTCA OMnATb Ta >»Xe ucrtopud. Jlet sgak 4pes
NATbOECAT UM Ype3 CceMbOeCAT BHYK nepBoro gpartepa
NENCTBUTENIBHO Y)Xe& OCYLWeCTBASAET 3HaYUTesibHbIN
Kanutan M nepepnaet CBOeMY CbiHY, TOT CBOeMYy, TOT
CBOEMY, N MOKOJNIEHN 4Ype3 NATb WAM WeCTb BbIXOOAUT
cam 6apoH PoTwunea nnn Fonne u Komn., nam Tam
4yepT 3HaeT KTO0. Hy-C, KaK >Xe He Ben4eCTBEeHHoe
3penvuie: CTONETHUN nnun OBYXCOTNETHUN
npeeMCcTBeHHbIV TpyA4, TepneHue, YyM, 4YeCTHOCTb,
XapakTep, TBepOoOCTb, pacyeT, aucCT Ha Kpbiwe! Yero



)Ke BaM elle, Bedb Y)X Bbllle 3TOr0 HeT Hu4yero, n C
3TON TOYKM OHU CaMW HAYMHAKT BECb MUP CYAUTb U
BMHOBHbIX, TO €CTb 4YYyTb-4yTb Ha HUX HE MOX0XWUX,
TOTYaC XXe Ka3HUTb. Hy-C, Tak BOT B 4eM Aeno: g yx
nyduwe xo4y AebolmnmpuTb NO-PYCCKU NN Pa3XXUBATbCS
Ha pyneTke. He xo4y a 6biTb Fonne n KomMmn. ypes naTb
MOKONEHUN. MHe OeHbrnm HY>XXHbl 011 MEHHA CaMOro, a 4
He c4yuTaw BCero cebs 4yem-To HeobXoAMMBbIM U
NPMOATO4YHbIM K KanuTtany. A 3Halo, 4TO A Y>XaACHO
HaBpaJél, HO MNyCTb TakK OHO W byaeT. TakoBbl MOWU
ybexaeHus.

— He 3Halo, MHOro sn npasabl B TOM, 4YTO Bbl
ropopunn, — 3aQyM4yMBO 3aMeTWJl reHepasa, — HO 3Hat
HaBepHOe, 4TO Bbl HecTepnMMo Ha4dunHaeTe POpPCUTDb,
Yy Tb JINLLb BaM KaMesibKy No3BOMAT 3abbiThCA...

Mo 0ObIKHOBEHMIO CBOEMY, OH He porosopua. Ecam
Hall reHepan HaydYuMHan 0 4YeM-Hubyab roBOopuUTb, XOTS
KanenbKy Mo3HavynTenbHee 0ObIKHOBEHHOT O
obblAeHHOro pa3roBopa, TO HMKOrAa He AoroBapuBall.
dpaHUy3 HebpeXXHOo cayLllasna, HEMHOro BbiMNy4YMB ra3a.
OH MOYTU HWYEero He MNOHAN U3 TOro, 4To A roBOpPUII.
[MlonnHa cMoTpena C KakKUM-TO  BbICOKOMEPHbIM
paBHoOywneM. Ka3anoCb, OHa He TOJIbKO MeHS, HO W”
HNWYero He ciblxajla M3 CKa3aHHOro B 3TOT pa3 3a
CTOJIOM.



Nnhasa V

OHa 6biyla B HeObbIKHOBEHHOW 3a4yM4YMBOCTW, HO
TOTY4aC MO BbIXoOe M3-3a CTOJla BeJsiesla MHe
conpoBoXxpnaTb cebsa Ha nporysky. Mbl B3s/M geten un
OTMPaBUINCL B NMapK K poHTaHYy.

Tak Kak A ©Obin B o0cobeHHO BO36y>XOEHHOM
COCTOAHMN, TO W b6pakHyn rayno v rpybo Bonpoc:
nodyemMmy Haw Mapkus [e-l'pue, ppaHLy3NK, HEe TOJIbKO
He CONpoBOXOAeT ee Tenepb, Korga OHa BbIXOAWUT
Kyfa-Hnoyab, HO Ja)Ke U He roOBOPUT C HEel NOo uesbiM
OHAM?

— [loToMy 4TO OH noasiey, — CTPaHHO OTBETW/1a OHa
MHe. 1 HUKOorga euie He cibllwas OT Hee Takoro OT3bIBa
o [He-Tpue wn 3amonyan, noboOABWINCL MNOHATb 3TY

pa3apaKnTenbHOCTb.

— A 3aMeTuan N1 Bbl, YHTO OH CcerogHs He B slagax C
reHepasiom?

— Bam xo4deTca 3HaTb, B 4eM p[esio, — CyX0 WU

pa3apa)kMTesibHO oTBeYaslia OHa.

— Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO reHepan BeCb Y Hero B 3akjapge,
BCE€ MMeHMe — ero, n ecnnm 6abywka He ympeT, TO
dpaHLy3 HEMeLJ/IeHHO BONOET BO BJafleHNE BCEM, YTO Y
Hero B 3akJagne.

— A, Tak 3TO OeuCcTBUTEJIbHO MpaBha, 4TO BCe B
3aknage? dA cnabiwan, HO He 3HaJl, YTO pelnTesibHO BCe.

— A TO Kak xe?

— W npn atomMm npowanm mademoiselle Blanche, —
3amMeTun 9. — He 6yageTr OHa Torga reHepanblien!
3HaeTe 1M 4YTO: MHe Ka)KeTCs, reHepan Tak Baobuncs,
4yTO, MOXaJNyn, 3acTpennuTcd, ecanm mademoiselle
Blanche ero 6pocut. B ero nerta Tak BAOONATbLCSH
onacHo.



— MHe camMonm KaXeTcs, 4TO C HUM YTOo-HMbyab
byner, — 3a4yM4YnNBO 3amMeTunna [MonnHa
AnekcaHgpoBHa.

— W Kak 3TO BeNMKONENHO, — BCKpMYan s, — rpybee
HeNb3d AO0Ka3aTb, YTO OHa corjacuiacb BbIATU TOJIbKO
3a AeHbrun. TyT paxe npuandun He cobnoganocs,
coBceM b6e3 uepemoHunn npouncxoanno. Yyao! A HacyeT
6abylwKn, 4TO KOMUYHEE U rpA3Hee, KakK MNocblNaThb
TenerpaMmmy 3a TenerpaMmolo M cnpawmBaTb: yMepa
nn, ymepna nm? A? Kak BaM 3TO HpaButcsa, llonnHa
AnekcaHapoBHa?

— DTO BCe B340p, — CKa3ajla OHa C OoTBpalleHunemM,
nepebmneas MmeHa. — 4, HANPOTUB TOro, YAUBASAKCH, 4TO
Bbl B TaKOM pa3BecesIOM pacrnosioxXeHnn ayxa. Yemy Bbl
panbl? Hey>enn TomMy, 4TO MO OEHbIM npourpann?

— 3a4eM Bbl gaBaJ M UX MHe npourpbiBatb? A Bam
CKa3aJ, 4TO He Mory urpaTb Ona apyrux, tem 6onee
ans Bac. 9 nocsywatocb, 4TO 6bl Bbl MHE HU MpUKa3anu;
HO pe3ynbTaT He OoT MeHA 3aBucuTt. d Benb
npenynpeguns, 4To HmMYyero He BbingeT. CKakuTe, Bbl
o4YeHb YyOUTbI, 4TO NOTEPSAN CTONbLKO AeHer? [ns vero
BaM CTOJIbKO?

— K yemy 3Tun BOMNpPOCHI?

— Ho Beagb Bbl camum obewann MHe OOBACHUTSH...
CnywawnTe: 9 coBeplleHHO ybexxaeH, 4To Korga Ha4dHy
urpatb aonga ceba (a y MeHa eCcTb [ABeHaguaTb
dhpnaopuxcoopos), To A BbiUrpat. Torga CKOJIbKO BaM
Hapno, bepute y MeH4.

OHa coenana npespuTesibHY0 MUHY.

— Bbl He cepanTecb Ha MeHda, — MpoaoJIXKal 4, — 3a
Takoe npepnsioxeHue . 4 0O TOro MPOHUKHYT CO3HaHNEM
TOro, YTO A HYJIb Npen BaMn, TO eCTb B BaluMX rnasax,
4YTO BaM MOXHO [a)ke MPUHATb OT MEeHSA U AOeHbru.,
[MogapKoM OT MeHS BaM Hesb3s 0bmxaTbca. [puTom xe
1 NpowvrpaJs saLun.



OHa b6bICTpO mornsaena Ha MeHs WU, 3aMeTuB, 4TO 4
FOBOPIO pa3gpa>KUTeNbHO W CapkKacTU4YecKu, onsTb
nepebuna pa3roBop:

— BamM HeT HWYero WUHTEpPecHoro B  MOUX
obcTtoaTenbcTBax. Ecnm xoTtuTte 3HaATb, S MNPOCTO
OoJKHaA. eHbrn B3aTbl MHOK B3aWMbl, U S XoTesna 6bl
NX oTAaTb. Y MeHs bblna 6e3yMHas n CTpaHHas MbICb,
4YTO 9 HENPEMEHHO BbINIpato, 34eCb, HA UFTOPHOM CToJe.
Moyemy 6blna 3Ta MbIC/Ib Y MEHA — HE MOHKUMalo, HO A B
Hee Bepuna. KTo 3HaeT, MoOXeT OblTb, MOTOMY U
Bepusia, 4TO Y MEHHA HUKAKOro Apyroro LuaHca rnpwu
BbibOpe He 0CTaBasoChb.

— Wnm noTtoMy, 4TO YX CAUWIKOM Hago 0Oblno
BbIUFPaTb. ITO TOYb-B-TOYb, KaK yTONaloLWMNA, KOTOPbLIN
XBaTaeTcs 3a CONIOMUHKY. Corslacutecb CaMu, 4TO ecnu
6 oH He yTonan, TO OH He cyuTan Obl CONIOMUHKY 3a
OpEeBECHbIN CYK.

[MonuvHa yamemnnace.

— Kak e, — cnpocusaa oHa, — Bbl CAMU-TO Ha TO Xe
camoe HapgeeTecb? [lBe Hegenun Hasag Bbl CaMU MHe
FrOBOPUAN OAHa>XAbl, MHOrO W AOJIF0, O TOM, 4YTO Bbl
BMNOJIHE YyBepPEeHbl B BbIUFPbILIE 34eCb Ha pyleTKe, u
ybexaann meHs, 4Tob A9 He cMoTpesla Ha BaC KaK Ha
6e3yMHOro; uwam Bbl Torga wyTmnm? Ho 9 NOMHIO, Bbl
FOBOPUIN TaK Cepbe3HO, 4YTO HUKAK Henb3sa 6bio
MPUHATL 3a LWWYTKY.

— 3T0 npasha, — OTBEYas 9 3a4yMymMBO, — A A0 CUX
Mop YyBepeH BMOJIHE, 4YTO BbIUFpal. A [Oake BaMm
MPWU3HaOCb, YTO Bbl MEHS Ternepb HaBeAn Ha BOMpPOC:
no4YemMy WMMEHHO MON CceroaHsaWwHun, 6ecTonKoBbIN 1
be306pa3HbI NPOUrpbILL HE OCTaBWUJ1 BO MHE HUKaKOro
COMHEeHnA? § BCe-Taku BMOJIHE YBEPEH, 4YTO 4yTb
TONIbKO S HayHy wurpaTb nAOnaa cebs, TO BbIUrpato
HenpeMeHHoO.

— [loyeMy Ke Bbl TaK HaBeEPHO ybexxaeHbl?



— EC/im XxoTnTte — He 3Halo. { 3Halo TOJIbKO, YTO MHe
HaooO BbIUrpaTb, YTO 3TO TOXEe eAWHCTBEHHbIN MOW
ncxod. Hy BoT noTtoMy, MOXeT ObiTb, MHE N KaXKeTcH,
4YTO S HEMNPEMEHHO O0JIKEH BbIUTPaTh.

— CT1ano 6bITb, BaM TOXe C/AULWIKOM Haao, €Csn Bbl
dhaHaTn4Yeckn yBepeHbl?

— bblocb 00 3aknand, 4TO Bbl COMHEBaeTeCb, Y4TO A B
COCTOSIHUN OLlyLWaTb Cepbe3Hyto HagobHOCTbL?

— DTO MHe BCeé paBHO, — TUXO W PaBHOAYLUHO
oTBeTuna lonnHa. — Ecnm xoTtuTte

— [a, 9 COMHeBalCb, 4TOO BaC My4ymno 4To-HMOyAOb
cepbe3Ho. Bbl MOXeTe My4nTbCA, HO He Ccepbe3HO. Bbl
yesioBek OecnopsafoyHbli U HeyCcTaHOBMBLUMNCA. [Ons
4yero BaM AeHbrn? Bo Bcex pe3oHaX, KOTopble Bbl MHE
Torga npencTtaBuiiv, 1 HAYEro He Hallsla Cepbe3Horo.

— KcTtatn, — nepebun s, — Bbl rOBOPUJIN, YTO BaM
DONAr HY>XHO oTAaaTb. Xopow, 3HayuT, ponr! He
dbpaHLy3y nn?

— Y710 3a BONpoChI? Bbl cerogHsa oCObeHHO pe3kun. Y
He MbAHbI N?

— Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO A BCe cebe NO3BOJIAID TOBOPUTb, U
cnpawmBad MHOrOa OYeHb OTKPOBEHHO. [MoBTOp4to, 4
Bawl pab, a paboB He cTbIAATCA, U pab ockopbuTb He
MOXXET.

— Bce 310 B3oop! N TepneTb 9 HE MOry 3TOW BalUeW
«pabckon» Teopun.

— 3ameTbTe cebe, 4TO 9 He NMOTOMY roBOPKO NPO Moe
pabcTBO, 4TO6 Xenan O6bITh BawWnM pabom, a NPOCTo —
rOBOPIO, KakK O (paKTe, COBCEM HE OT MEHS 3aBUCSLLEM.,

— [oBopuTE NPAMO, 3a4eM BaM OEHbIn?

— A BaM 3a4eM 3TO 3HaTb?

— Kak xoTute, — OTBEeTWUJNa OHa W ropao nosena
rO0JIOBOM.

— Pabckon Teopun He Te'pnuTe, a pabcTea TpebyeTe:
«OTBe4YaTb U He paccyxpgaTtb!» Xopowo, NycTb Tak.



3a4eM OeHbru, Bbl cnpawmnBaeTe? Kak 3a4yemM? [leHbru
— Bce!

— [loHmmaw, HO He BMagaTb Xe B Takoe
cyMacuwlecTBue, nx xenasa! Bol Begb ToXXe goxoanTte 0o
NCCTynaeHna, Ao daTtanm3Ma. TyT eCTb 4YTO-HUbyab,
Kakasa-To ocobasa uenb. FoBopute Be3 M3BUANH, A Tak
X0uyy.

OHa Kak byaTo HauyMmHana cepanuTbCs, U MHE Yy>XXacCHO
MOHPAaBUIOChL, YTO OHa TakK C cepauem gonpawineana.

— Pa3ymeeTcs, ecTb Ueslb, — CKa3al 1, — HO A He
cyme 06bACHUTL — Kakad. bosnblie Hu4ero, 4TO C
NeHbramMm s CTaHy WU onsa BaC APYrMM 4esIOBEKOM, a He
pabom.

— Kak? KaK Bbl 3TOro gocturHerte?

— Kak OOCTUrHy? Kak, Bbl Ja>Xe He MNMoHuMaeTe, Kak
MOrY s AOCTUIMHYTb, 4TOO Bbl B3rN1AHYJIN HA MEHS NHaue,
Kak Ha paba! Hy BOT 3TOro-to 9 M He XOo4y, TakKux
YOANBNEHUN N HELOYMEHUWN.

— Bbl roBopuaun, 4To BaM 3TO pabCTBO HacnaKaeHue,
g Tak n cama gymana.

— Bbl Tak pgymann, — BCKpuMYasa 9 C KaKUM-TO
CTpaHHbIM HacnaxgeHmeMm. — AX, KaK >[aKkad
HaMBHOCTbL OT Bac xopowa! Hy pa, pa, MHe OT Bac
pabcTBO — HacnaxxgeHume. ECTb, eCTb HacnaxaeHue B
rnocnegHen cTeneHwu MPUHNXXEHHOCTW 7
Hu4TOXecTBa! — npogoskan a 6bpeantb. — YepT
3HaeT, MoOXXeT ObiTb, OHO €CTb N B KHYTE, KOraa KHyT
NOXKNTCA Ha CMUHY N PBEeT B KJIOYKW MACO... HO 4 xouy,
MOXeT ObITb, MOMbITaTb U APYrKux HacnhakaeHuin. MHe
faBeya reHepan npum BacCc 3a CTOJIOM HacCTaBJieHue
YynTan 3a ceMbCoT pybnem B rod, KOTOPbIX S, MOXET
OblTb, ewe 1 He noay4vyy oT Hero. MeHsa Mapkus [e-
pne, noaHsaBwWM OpoBU, pacCMaTpuUBaAET U B TO Xe
BpemMsa He 3amevaeT. A s, C CBOeW CTOPOHbI, MOXeT
ObITb, »Xefnal CTPAacTHO B3ATb Mapkusa [Le-Mpne npwu
BacC 3a HOC?



— Peun monokococa. lNpn BCAKOM MOJIOXKEHUN MOXXHO
MnocTaBUTb cebsa ¢ poctonHcTBoM. Ecnm TyT 6opbba, TO
OHa eLle BO3BbICUT, @ HE YHU3UT.

— [lpamo mn3 nponucu! Bbl TONBLKO Mpennonoxwure,
4YTO §, MOXeT ObITb, He YyMew MnocTaBuTb ceba c
ONOCTOMHCTBOM. TO eCTb £, MNoXaJiyh, U [OOCTOWHbIN
4yesioBeK, a NocTaBuUTb cebs C AOCTOMHCTBOM HE yMelo.
Bbl NOHMMaeTe, 4TO Tak MoxXeT bbITb? [la BCe pyccKkue
TakKOBbl, W 3HaeTe nMo4YeMy: MNOTOMY 4YTO pYyCCKue
camwkom 6orato U MHOMOCTOPOHHE oJdapeHbl, 4To6
CKOpPO npunckaTtb cebe npunnynyto dopmy. TyT neno B
dopme. bonblleld 4acTbio Mbl, pycckue, Tak borato
oflapeHbl, 4TO AONd NPUInYHOM OPMbl HaM HYXXHAa
reHnanbHoCTb. Hy, a reHnanbHOCTU-TO BCero 4auie u”
He OblBaeT, NOTOMY 4TO OHa W BoobOule peako ObiBaeT.
3TO TONbLKO Yy paHLy30B U, MOXanyn, y HEKOTOPbIX
OPpYyrnx eBponenueB TaK XOopowo onpenenusiacbh
dopMa, HTO MOXHO rNnageTb C 4Ype3BblHaMHbIM
0OCTOVMHCTBOM 7 ObITb CaMbIM HEeOOCTONHbIM
yenoBekoM. OTTOro Tak MHoro oopma y HMUX U 3HaAYUT.
®paHuUy3 nepeHeceT  ockopbneHwue, HacTodLllee,
cepaevyHoe ockopbneHne n He MOMOPLLUTCS, HO LWenyKa
B HOC HW 3a 4YTO He MnepeHeceT, MOTOMY 4TO 3TO eCTb
HapyweHne TnNpPUHATON N YBEKOBEYEHHOW opMbl
npunandmin, OTTOro-To Tak M Nagkn Hawwy bapbllHW 00
(ppaHUy30B, 4TO QopMa Yy HUX Xopowa. [lo-Moemy,
BNPOYEM, HUKAKON DOPMbI N HET, @ OAUH TOJIbKO MeTyX,
le coq gaulois[__]. Bnpoyem, 3TOoro 8 noHWUMaTb He
MOrY, S He »XeHWWHa. MoxeT ObITb, NeTyXn 1 XopoLUMn.
OHa wn Boobwe 49 3aBpajncd, a Bbl MeHS He
oCcTaHaB/inBaeTe. OCTaHaB/IMBaNTE MeHS 4Yalle; Korga 4
C BaMN roBoplo, MHe X04eTCH BbiCKa3aTb BCe, BCe, BCe.
f Tepdaw BCAKYO ¢opMy. A OaXe corjiaceH, YTo A He
TOJIbKO (POpPMbI, HO N OOCTOMHCTB HUKaKUX He KNMEID.
Ob6baBnsto BamMm 06 3aToM. [lake He 3ab04yCb HM O KaKnx
NOCTOMHCTBax. Tenepb BCé BO MHe OCTaHOBUJIOCb. Bbl



caMun 3HaeTe oT4ero. Y MeHs HU OOHON 4YesioBe4eCKOoW
MbICZIN HeT B rosioee. 9 OaBHO Yy>X He 3Hal, 4TO Ha
cBeTe oenaeTcsd, HKM B Poccumn, HU 3peckb. A BOT Lpe3sneH
rnpoexas 1 He NMOMHIO, Kakon Takon [lpe3neH. Bbl camMu
3HaeTe, 4TO MeHs MnoraoTuno. Tak Kak s He KMero
HUKaKOM Hagexabl W B rfla3ax BaWWX HyJNb, TO WU
rOBOPIO MNPSMO: S TOJIbKO BaC Be3ge BUXKY, a OCTaJibHOe
MHe BCe paBHO. 3a 4TO M KakK A Bac Nobsao — He 3Halo.
3HaeTe KM, 4TOo, MOXET ObITb, Bbl BOBCE HE XOpoLiwn?
NpenctasbTe cebe, A Oake He 3Halo, XOopoww Sn Bbl
Unn Het, faxe nuuom? Cepaue, HaBepHoe, Yy Bac
Hexopolwlee; yM HebnaropoAHbi; 3TO O4YeHb MOXET
ObITb.

— MoxeT ObITb, Bbl NOTOMY W pacCYUTbIBaeTe
3aKYyNNUTb MeHA OeHbramuy, — CkKasaJla OHa, — 4TO He
BepuTe B Moe briaropoacTtBo?

— Korpga 4 paccyuTbiBana KynuTb BaC OeHbramm? —
BCKpu4an 1.

— Bbl 3apanopToBasiuCb U NOTEPSASN Balwly HUTKY.
Ecnnm He MeHA KynnuTb, TO MOE yBa)XeHue Bbl AyMaeTe
KYNMUTb OEeHbraMu.

— Hy HeT, 3TO He coBCeM TaK. 9 BaM CKa3sall, 4YTO MHe
TPYyAHO 00bACHATLCA. Bbl nopasnsete MeHdA. He
cepouTecb Ha Mok 60NTOBHIO. Bbl NOHMMaeTe, novyemy
Ha MEeHS HesNb3d CepanTbCs: 9 NPOCTO CyMacllenwunmn.,
A, BnNpo4yem, MHe BCe paBHO, XOTb U cepanTecCcb. MHe y
cebsa HaBepxy, B KaMOpKe, CTOUT BCMOMHUTb W
BOOOpa3nTb TOJNIbKO LUYM Ballero njaaTbs, U 9 pyku cebe
MCKyCaTb rotoB. /I 3a 4TO Bbl HAa MeHA cepauTecb? 3a
TO, 4TO S Ha3biBalo cebsa pabom? T[lonb3ynTecs,
MoNb3ynTecb MOUM pabcTBOM, Nosib3yntech! 3HaeTe nn
Bbl, 4TO s Korga-Hubyab Bac ybbo? He notomy yb6bio,
4YTO pa3nobao nnb NPUPEBHYID, @ — TakK, NMPOCTO ybblO,
MOTOMY 4YTO MeHS WHOorga THAHeT BacC CbeCTb. Bbl
cMeeTech.



— CoBCEM He CMeloCb, — CKa3aJsla OHa C rHeBoM. — 4
NpUKasbiBalo BaM MOJ4aTh.

OHa ocTaHoBWJIaCb, eaBa Nnepesoada AyX OT rHeBa. En-
bory, 4 He 3Halo, xopowa A oHa bbina cobown, HO
BCcerga nobuna cMoTpeTb, Korga oHa TakK npeno MHOLo
oCTaHaB/MBasaCb, a MOTOMYy M NObMN 4acTo BbI3bIBATb
ee rHes. MoxeT ObITb, OHa 3aMeTwuja 3TO U HAPO4YHO
cepaunnacbk. 9 en 3To BbICKa3a/l.

— Kakaga rpasb! — BOCKJ/IMKHY1a OHa C OTBpalleHneM.

— MHe BCe paBHO, — npoaoJkan . — 3HaeTe nu
elle, 4To0 HaM BABOEM XOAUTb ONACHO: MEHSA MHOro pas
HenpeogoMMo THAHYJN0 nNpubuTb Bac, WU3ypoaoBaTh,
3a4yWwnTb. V1 4TO Bbl AyMaeTe, 00 3TOro He gonaeT? Bobl
nopegeTte MeHA 00 ropsdku. YK He ckKaHpana am
nobotocb? NHeBa Bawero? [la 4To MHe Baw rHes? 4
nobno 6e3 HagexAabl WM 3HAK, 4YTO Mocse 3Toro B
TbiCA4y pa3 bonbwe b6byay nwobuTtb Bac. Ecnm a Bac
Korga-Hubyab ybbio, To Hano Beab 1 cebsa youtb byneT;
HY Tak — 8 cebsa Kak MOXXHO gosblle byay He ybusaTb,
4100 3Ty HecTepnumyto 6osab 6e3 Bac owlyTUTb. 3HaeTe
I Bbl HEBEPOSATHYI Bellb: A BaC C KaXXAblM OHEM
nobniwo 6bonble, a BeAb 3TO MOYTU HEBO3MOXHO. U
nocse 3Toro MHe He 6bITb daTannctom? [loMHUTE,
TpeTbero AH4A, Ha LWnaHreHbepre, 9 npowenTan BaM,
BbI3BaHHbIN BaMW: CKa>KUTe CJI0BO, N S COCKOYY B 3TY
be3gHy. Ecam 6 Bbl cka3anm 3To cnoBo, 8 6bbl Toraa
COCKOoYu. Heyxenun Bbl HeE BEpPUTE, 4TO A Bbl COCKOYUN?

— Kakag rnynasa 6ontoBHA! — BCKpuMYyana oHa.

— MHe HMKakoro gena HeT OO0 TOoro, rayrna JiIn OHa
UNb YMHa, — BCKpMYan 4. — 4 3Hato, 4TO Npn BacC MHe
Hago roBOpuUTb, FOBOPUTb, FOBOPUTbL — N A rOBOpPIO. A
BCe camositobmne npum Bac Tepso, 1 MHe BCE pPaBHO.

— K 4emMy MHe 3acTaBndaTb Bac npbiratb C
LLinaHreHbepra? — cCcKasajla OHa CyX0 W Kak-To
ocobeHHO 0OMAOHO. — DTO COBEPLUEHHO A1 MeHH
becnonesHo.



— BenukonenHo! — BCKpuYan 4, — Bbl HapPO4HO
CKa3asn 3TO BenunkonenHoe «becnonesHo», 4Tob MeHs
npugasnTb. A BaC HACKBO3b BUXY. becnonesHo,
roeopuTe Bbl? HO BeAb yOOBOJIbCTBME BCeraa noJsiesHo,
a Oukas, becnpepenbHada BlacTb — XOTb Hag MyXom —
Belb 3TO TOXE CBOEro poga HacsnaxxaeHue. Yenosek —
gecnoT OoT npupoabl U Nbut bbiITb My4dYmTenem. Bbl
y>acHo nobuTte.

[MoMHIO, OHa paccMaTpuBasa MeHs C KaKUM-TO
ocobeHHO npucTanbHbIM BHUMaHMEM. [OJSIXKHO ObITb,
MU0 MOe Bblpa)kaslo Torga Bce Moum 6ecTosIKoBble W©
Henenble owylweHnda. 9 npunoMnHal Ternepb, Y4TO WU
O0ENCTBUTENIbHO Yy HAC MOYTU CJZIOBO B CJZIOBO TaK Les
Torga pas3roBop, Kak s 34ecb onwucasns. [nasa mou
HaMIUCb KPOBbIO. Ha okpanHax ryb 3anekasacb rneHa.
A 4TO KacaeTcsa LUnaHreHbepra, TO KNSAHYCb 4HeCTblO,
na>xe n Tenepb: ecanm 6 oHa Torga npukasajsa MHe
bpocuTbCsa BHU3, A 6bl Bpocunca! Ecnm 6 onga wyTku
OOHOW CKa3ana, ecnm 6 c npe3peHmem, C NJIeBKOM Ha
MeHs CKa3ana, — A 6bl u Torga cocko4un!

— HeT, nodyemy X, 4 BaM Beplo, — MpPOMU3HecCsla OHa,
HO TaK, KaK OHa TOJIbKO yMeeT MHOrga BbIrOBOPUTb, C
TakKuM  TMpe3peHneM ©n  exmacTteoMm, C  Takum
BblCOKOMepunem, 4to, en-bory, a4 mor ybuTtb ee B 3Ty
MUHYTY. OHa puckosasa. lpo 3To A ToXe He coJsran,
roBop4 en.

— Bbl He TpyCc? — onpocusia OHa MeHA BAOPYT.

— He 3Haw, moxeT b6biTb, U Tpyc. He 3Hato... 9 06
5TOM [OaBHO He AyMaJl.

— Ecnm 6 4 ckaszana sBaM: ybente 3Toro 4esnoBeka, Bbl
6bl ybunum ero?

— Koro?

— Koro s 3axouy.

— ®paHyy3a?

— He cnpawwuvBanTe, a oTBe4YanuTe, — KOro s yKaxxy. A
X04Yy 3HaTb, CEPbE3HO 1N Bbl cenydac roeopusin? — OHa



TakK Cepbe3HO N HeTepnesinBo »haJla OTBeTa, YTO MHe
KaK-TO CTpPaHHO CTaJio.

— Jla cka)xeTe N Bbl MHe, HaKOHeL, YTO Takoe 34ecCb
npoucxoanTt! — BCKpuYan 4. — Y10 Bbl, bouTechb, 4TO
nn, MeHa? A caM BUMXKY Bce 3aellHne becrnopsaakun. Bbl
nag4yepunua pa3opuBLLerocsd 7 cyMacllenLiero
YyesloBeKa, 3apa>KeHHOro CTpacTblo K 3TOMY ObABONY —
Blanche; notomMm TyT — 3TOT QpaHUy3, C CBOUM
TAUHCTBEHHbLIM BJINSHMEM Ha BaC U — BOT Tenepb Bbl
MHe TaK Cepbe3HO 3adaeTe... Takoum Bonpoc. [lo
KpanHen mepe 4100 A 3Ha/; NHavye g 30eCb NMoMeLlalCh
N 4TOo-HMOYAb coenato. nm Bbl CTbiAUTECH YOOCTOUTb
MeHS OTKPOBEHHOCTWU? [la pa3Be BaM MOXXHO CTbIANTbLCH
MeHA?

— 4 ¢ BaMK BOBCe He 0 TOM rosopto. f Bac crnpocuna
N XAOy oTBETa.

— Pa3ymeeTcq, ybblo, — BCKpMYan s, — KOro Bbl MHe
TOJNIbKO MpPUKa>KeTe, HO pa3Be Bbl MO)eTe... pa3Be Bbl
3TO NpuKaxete?

— A 4TO Bbl AyMaeTe, Bac noxxanerw? [lpukaxy, a
caMa B CTOPOHe OCTaHycChb. lepeHeceTe Bbl 3T0? [la HeT,
roe sam! Bbl, noxxanyn, n ybbete no npukasy, a noTom
n MeHa npugete ybuTb 3a TO, 4TO 49 CMefna Bac
nocblNaTh.

MHe Kak 6bl 4TO-TO B r[OJIOBY yAapwio nNpu 3TuUX
cnoax. KoHe4yHO, A4 W TOrga c4yuTan ee BOMpoC
HaMoJIOBMHY 3@ WYTKY, 3a BblI30B; HO BCe-Taku OHa
C/INLLKOM Cepbe3Ho nporosopwuaa. A Bce-Taku Obin
MopakeH, 4YTO OHa TakK BbIiCKa3ajacCcb, 4YTO OHa
yOep>XnBaeT Takoe TMpaBo HaO0 MHOW, 4YTO OHa
corjlallaeTca Ha TaKyl BJlaCTb HaAO MHOK U Tak
npaMo rosopuT: «anm Ha norubenb, a 9 B CTOPOHE
OCTaHycb». B 3Tux cnoBax ©ObIJIO 4YTO-TO Takoe
LMHWYECKOE N OTKPOBEHHOE, 4TO, NO-MoeMy, ObII0 yXK
C/INLLIKOM MHOro. Tak, cTano ObITb, Kak »Xe CMOTPUT OHa
Ha MeHs nocJsie 3TOoro? 2TO YXX Mnepewsio 3a 4epTy



pabctBa ”n HuYTOXEcTBa. [locne Takoro B3rndga
YyesioBeKa BO3HOCAT 00 cebd. I Kak HU Henen, Kak Hu
HeBepoATeH 6bl1 BeCb Hall pas3roBop, HO cepaue y
MeHS LPOrHyJo.

Bopyr oHa 3axoxoTaJsia. Mbl cugenn Torga Ha CKambe,
npen nrpaswmMMm oeTbMm, NPOTUB CaMOro Toro MecTa,
roe OCTaHaBJ/IMBAJINCb 3KUMaXXU N BbiCaXXMBan
nybnnky B anneto, Nnpen BOKCasaoM.

— BngnTe Bbl 3Ty TONCTYIO0 BapoHeccy? — BCKpuYana
OHa. — 3710 6apoHecca BypmeprenbMm. OHa TOJIbKO Tpw
OHA KaK npuexana. Buante ee Myxxa: OJIMHHbIA, CYyXOW
npyccak, C naskonm B pyke. [TOMHUTe, KaK OH TpeTbero
OHA Hac ornaabiBan? CTynante cenyac, nogonante K
bapoHecce, CHUMUTE WAANY N CKaXXNUTe en 4To-Hubyab
Nno-opaHLLy3CKMN.

— 3a4yem?

— Bbl kngauck, 4To cocko4ynnm 6bl ¢ WnaHrenbepra;
Bbl KIIHETECb, YTO Bbl FOTOBbI YOUTbL, €CNN 9 NPUKaXYy.
BMecTo BCeX 3TUX yOMNCTB U Tpareanm a9 Xo4y TOJIbKO
nocMmeaTbcd. CTynante 6e3 OTroBopok. A  xouy
MOCMOTpPEeTb, Kak BapoH Bac NpubbeT nankoun.

— Bbl BbI3blBaeTe MeHS; Bbl AyMaeTe, 4TO A He
coenai?

— [la, BbI3bIBalo, CTyManmTe, 9 Tak Xo4y!

— W3BONbTE, npgy, XOoTb 3TO W AuKaa d¢aHTa3ug.
Tonbko BOT 4TO: 4T0bbl He 6bl1I0 HENPUATHOCTU
reHepany, a OT Hero Bam? Ewn-6bory, a4 He o cebe
xJsiono4vyy, a o6 Bac, Hy — n 06 reHepane. N 410 3a
daHTa3na naTN oCKOPONATb XKEHLNHY?

— HeT, Bbl TONIbKO B6ONTYH, KaK 8 BMXXY, — CKa3ana
OHa npe3puTesibHO. — Y BaC TOJIbKO rJla3a KpPOBbiO
HaUIWCb OaBevya, — BMNPOYeEM, MOXeT OblTb, OTTOrO,
4YTO Bbl BUHA MHOro BbINUAN 3a obenom. la pa3se A He
MOHMMAlO CaMa, 4YTO 3TO W rAyno, WU MNOLWJO, U YTO
reHepasn paccepaoutca? 94 NpocTo cMeATbCA Xody. Hy,



X04y Oa u Tonbko! N 3a4emM BaM oCKOPOMATb XXEHLUHY?
Ckopee Bac NpubbLIOT Nasnkown.

f noBepHyJsiICA WU MOSYa nMowen WCNOJIHATL ee
nopydyeHmne. KoOHe4yHo, 3TO ObI10 r1yno, U, KOHEYHO, S He
CyMen BbIBEPHYTbCA, HO Korpga 4 CTan noaxoguTb K
bapoHecce, MOMHIO, MeHs CaMoro Kak 6yaTo 4TOo-TO
noa3afopunao, UMEeHHO LWKOJIbHUYeCcTBO MoA3afopwuno.
[a n pa3apakeH s 6bia y>KacHO, TOYHO MNbSH.



nhaea Vi

BoT y>xe gBa AHSA MpoLWsIo nocse Toro raynoro gH4. U
CKONIbKO KPUKY, LWYyMYy, TOJNIKY, CTYKy! W Kakaa Bce 3TO
becnopsaanuya, Heypsaguua, raynocTb U NOWJIOCTb, N A
BCEMY MPUYNHOIO. A BNpoyeMm, nHorga 6biBaeT CMeELHO
— MHe no KpanHen mepe. A He ymeto cebe gaTb oT4eTa,
4YTO CO MHOW cAhenasnoCb, B WCCTYMNJIEHHOM K 4
COCTOAHMN HAXO0XYCb, B CaMOM pesie, WIN MPOCTO C
ooporn cockodmn n besobpasHmyalo, NoOKa He CBAXKYT.
[lopo MHe KaXeTCs, 4TO Yy MeHdA yM Mewaetcsa. A
MOPON Ka)KeTCH, 4YTO S eule He fJaJsieko oT geTcTBa, oT
LLUKOJIbHOMN CKaMeNKW, N rnpocTo rpybo WwkKobHU4alo.

970 lonunHa, aTo BCe MNMonnHa! MoxxeT 6bITb, He BbIJ1o
Obl N WKoNbHMYeCTBa, ecnnm 6bl He oHa. KTo 3HaerT,
MoXXeT OblTb, 4 3TO BCe C OTYasdgHUA (KakK HW rnayno,
BMNpo4yeM, TakK paccyxpaTtb). W He nMnoHumai, He
MOHMMAlO, 4TO B Hen xopowero! Xopolwa-ToO OHa,
BMNpo4yeM, XOpoLla; KaxkeTcd, Xxopowa. Beob OHa wu
OpYyrmx ¢ yma cBoauT. Bbicokad mn cTponHad. O4veHb
TOHKadA TOJIbKO. MHe Ka)eTcCsd, ee MO)XHO BCIO B Yy3es
3aBfA3aTb WM neperHyTb Hagsoe. Cnenok HOrM y Hen
Y3€HbKUA WU  OJINHHBIW — MYYUTEsIbHbIA. WMeHHO
My4uUTeNbHbIN. BONOCbl C pPbI>XXUM OTTEHKOM. [Nasza —
HacTosuWwMe Kowaybn, HO KaK OHa Tropao u
BbICOKOMEPHO yMeeT MU CcMOoTpeTb. Mecsua 4eTbipe
TOMY Ha3afd, Korga s TOJIbKO 4YTO MOCTYyMwWJ, OHa, pa3
Be4yepoMm, B 3ase Cc [Je-Tpne ponro wn ropsayo
pa3rosapueana. 1 Tak Ha Hero cMoTpesa... 4TO MOTOM
A, Korga K cebe npuwen noXnTtbca cnaTb, Boobpasun,
4YTO OHa [fajnla eMy rnoulevYmHy, — TOJIbKO 4TO [fana,
CTOUT nepen HUM U Ha Hero CMOTpPUT... BOT € aTOro-to
Be4vepa A ee u nonwdun.

Bnpouyewm, K geny.



A cnycTtunca no OOpPOXXKe B asuier, CTasl nocpenuHe
anneun n Bbxnaan 6apoHeccy n bapoHa. B naTu warax
PACCTOSAHUA S CHAN WAANY N NMOKJIOHWUJICA.

MomHto, B6apoHecca 6blna B LIEKOBOM HeobbSATHOW
OKPY>XHOCTW  JlaTbe, CBETJ/I0O-Ceporo uBeTa, C
obopkamMun, B KpuUHoJsIMHE U ¢ XxBocToM. OHa Mana cobon
M TONCTOTbl HEOO6bIHAaWHOW, C Y>XAaCHO TOJCTbIM W
OTBUC/bBIM NMoabopoAKOM, TakK 4YTO COBCEM He BUAHO
wen. Jlnuo 6arposoe. [Na3a MaNeHbkKue, 3/ble WU
Harnole. Noet — TOYHO BCexX 4YeCcTu YyaocCcTouBaeT.
BapoH cyX, BbICOK. JInyo, N0 HEMELKOMY ODObIKHOBEHMIO,
KPMBOE N B TbiCSAYe MENIKUX MOPLLMHOK; B 04KaX; COpPOKa
nATK neT. Horm y Hero Ha4YMHaTCA YyTb JIN HE C CaMOW
rpyan; >3TO, 3HayuT, nopoga. loph, Kak nasBJvH.
MewkoBaT HeMHOro. 4Yt1o-To GapaHbe B BbIPpa)XeHUN
nvua, Nno-CBOEMY 3aMeHstolee rinybokombiCne.

Bce 3TO MeNlbKHYJI0 MHe B rjla3a B TPU CEKYHAbI.

Mo NOKNOH MU MOS LWdMa B pykKax CHavana efnBa-
e[lBa OCTaHOBW/IN UX BHMMaHue. TosibKo BapoH cnerka
Hacynun 6poBun. bapoHecca Tak W MJblla NPSIMO Ha
MEHS4.

— Madame la baronne, — nporosopun s O0TYETJNBO
BCJIYX, OTYeKaHuBas Kaxgoe csioBo, — j'ai I'honneur
d'etre votre esclave[___].

3aTeM NOKJIOHWJICA, Hagen waany m npowesn Mmmo
bapoHa, BeXXNnBO obpalias K HeMy MU0 U yblbaschk.

LLinany cHATb Besiesla MHe OHa, HO MOKJIOHWJICA W
COLUKOJIbHMYaN 9 Yy)X caM OoT cebsa. YepT 3HaeT, 4TO
MeHS MoATOJIKHYN0? A TOYHO C ropbl seTer.

— lenH! — KPUKHYN, WIn nyywe CckKasaTb, KPAKHYN
6bapoH, obopaymBaACb KO MHe C CepaAnTbIM YAUBJIEHUEM.

A obepHysCA N OCTAHOBUACA B MNOYTUTESIbHOM
OXMOaHWUK, nNpoaoJiXKassk Ha Hero CMoTpeTb U
ynoibatbca. OH, BUAMMO, HeOoyMeBanl W MOATAHYI
bpoBn oo nec plus ultra __ . Jlnuo ero Bce 6onee u
bonee ompavanocb. bapoHecca ToOXXe noBepHysacb B



MO CTOPOHY W TOXe nnocMoTpesia B T[HEBHOM
HeooyMeHuUn. W3 npoxoXmx cCTasnm 3acMaTpuBaTbCA.
NHble fa)ke npnocTaHaBANBaINCh.

— [enH! — KpsakKHyn onsaTb 6apoH C YOBOEHHbIM
KPSAKTOM U C YOBOEHHbIM THEBOM.

— Ja wohl _ , — npoTsaHyn 4, npoaosi>kass CMOTpPeTb
eMy rnpsiMo B rnasa.

— Sind Sie rasend? ___ — KPWUKHYJ OH, MaxHyB CBOEeN
MankKom M, Ka)keTcCsd, HEMHOINo0 Ha4duHasa TpycuTb. Ero,
MOXeT ObITb, CMyLlan MoOW KOCTIOM. A Obla1 O4YeHb
MPUNYHO, Ja)ke LWeroJibCKNU Oo4eT, KaK YeJsloBekK,
BMNOJIHE nMpuUHaOnexawunnm K CcamMonm MnopaagovyHoun
nybnunke.

— Ja wo-o0-ohl! — KpukKHy”n 9 BOPYr M30 BCEN CUJIbI,
MPOTSHYB 0O, KaK MpOTArmeatoT 6epsanHUbl, MOMUHYTHO
ynotpebnswowme B pasrosope dpasy «ja wohl» n npwu
3TOM npoTarmBawwme 6yksy o bonee mnm meHee, Ans
Bblpa>KeHus pa3/INYHbIX  OTTEHKOB MbICJ1EN 7
OLLYLLLEHUN.

BapoH n 6apoHecca ObLICTPO MNOBEPHYJSINCb M MNOYTU
nobexann oT MeHa B ucnyre. W3 nybnmknm uHble
3aroBopusn, gpyrme cMoTpesin Ha MeHA B HeOYMEHUN.
Bnpoyem, He MOMHIO XOpOoLUO.

A obopoTunca m nowesn OObIKHOBEHHLIM LIAroM K
[MonnHe AnekcaHgpoBHe. Ho eulwe He poxons wWaros
COTHM 00 ee CKaMeWKu, s yBupaes, 4To OHa BCTajna u
oTnpaBuaacb C 4eTbMUN K OTeNI0.

7 HacTur ee y KpbiibLa.

—  WNcnonHwnn... nypadyectso, — CKa3an 4,
MOPaBHABLLUNCH C HEIO.

— Hy, Tak 410 X? Tenepb M pasnenbiBantecCb, —
OTBETUNIa OHa, Aa)Ke U He B3rJIsHyB Ha MeHs, 1 rnowuna
Mo siecTHuUe.

Becb 3TOT Bevep 4 npoxoaun B napke. Ypes napk u
MOTOM Y4pe3 JleC A npollesn Oa>Ke B ApYyroe KHSXXecTBO.



B ooHonm un3bywke en au4HULY W NUA BUHO: 3a 3TY
NONNNNIO C MEeHS coapasin LenblX nosiTopa Tanepa.

ToNbKO B oAuMHHaAuUaTb 4acoB s BOPOTWJICA OOMOWN.
ToTyac »Ke 3a MHOI npucaanam oT reHepana.

Hawwn B oTene 3aHMMalOT ABa HOMEPA; Y HUX 4YeTbIpe
KOMHaTbl. lMepBas — 6onbwad, — casoH, C posnem.
PanoMm Cc Hewo Toxe 6osblag KOMHaTa — KabuHeT
reHepasa. 34ecCb XAaJl OH MeHs, CToA cpean KabuHeTa
B 4Ype3BblHaWHO Benn4yeCTBEHHOM noJsioxxeHun. e-Ipue
cugen, pasBandcb Ha gMBaHe.

— MwunocCcTmBbIN rocygapb, NMO3BOJIbTE CNPOCUTb, YTO
Bbl Hagenanan? — Ha4van reHepasn, obpawadcb KO MHe.

— 9 Obl xenan, reHepan, 4Tobbl Bbl MPUCTYNUAN
npPAMO K geny, — — ckasan 1.

— Bbl, BEPOATHO, XOTUTE roBOPUTb O MOEW BCTpeye
cerogHs C ogHMM HeMueMm?

— C oaHumm Hemuem?! 3TOoT Hemeu — OapoH
Bypmeprenom m Ba>xHoe nuuo-c! Bel Hagenanm emy u
bapoHecce rpybocTen.

— HukKakunx.

— Bbl wucnyranm wux, MWUNOCTUBLIA rocygapb, —
KPUKHY reHepan.

— Jla coBceM e HeT. MHe eule B bepsnHe 3anaso B
yXo 6ecnpepblBHO NMOBTOPAEMOE KO BCSKOMY CJIOBY «ja
wohl», KOTopoe OHU TakK OTBPATUTEJIbHO MPOTArMBaloT.
Korga s BCTpPeTunaCcs ¢ HAM B aJsiyiee, MHe BOPYr 3TO «ja
wohl», He 3Hal no4yemy, BCKOYWJIO Ha MaMATb, HY U
nooencTBOBaJI0 HA MEeHS pa3apa>KuTesibHo... [1a K ToOMy
e bapoHecca BOT y>X TpU pa3a, BCTpeYasCb CO MHOIO,
nmeeT 0bbIKHOBEHME NAOTU NPAMO Ha MEHH, Kak byaTto
Obl 4 OblN 4epBSAK, KOTOPOr0 MOXHO HOrMoKW AOaBUTh.
Cornacurtecb, 9 TOXe MOry umeTb cBoe camostobue. 4
CHAM WNANYy U BeXJIMBO (yBepsitdo BaC, YTO BEXKJIMBO)
ckasan: « Madame, j'ai I'honneur d'etre votre esclave».
Korga 6apoH obepHynca v 3akpu4yan «remH!» — MeHs
BOPYI TakK U NOATOJIKHYJIO TOXKE 3aKpu4vaTb: «Ja wohl!»



A n KpUkKHyn gBa pa3a: nepsbin pa3 0b6bIKHOBEHHO, a
BTOPOWM — MNPOTHAHYB N30 BCEN CUbl. BOT 1 BCe.

Mpun3HatoCb, 8 yXXacHo Obln pag 3TOMY B BbICLUEN
cTeneHwu MaJlbYNLLECKOMY 06BbACHEHNIO. MHe
YOANBUTEJIbHO XOTEeJIOCb pa3Ma3biBaTb BCKO 3TY UCTOPUIO
KaK MOXXHO Henernee.

N 4yem panee, TeM 4 6onee BO BKYC BXo4uJ.

— Bbl CcMeeTeCb, 4TO JIM, HAOO MHOK, — KPUKHYN
reHepan. OH 0bepHyncs K hpaHLy3y M No-ppaHLLYy3CKN
N3N0XKWUJT eMy, 4YTO S pelnTesibHO HanpalwmBakCb Ha
ncrtoputo. le-I pne npesputesibHO YCMEeXHYCA N MoXKaJl
njie4yamu.

— O, He nMenTe 3TON MbICAN, HUYYTb He bbiBaso! —
BCKpU4asl A reHepasly, — MOWN MNOCTYMNOK, KOHEYHO,
Hexopow, S B BbICWWEN CTeneHn OTKPOBEHHO BaM
CO3HaloCb B 3TOM. MO NOCTYMNOK MO>XHO Ha3BaTb faXe
rAynbiM N HENPUJINYHBLIM LUKOJIbHNYECTBOM, HO — He
bonee. N 3HaeTe, reHepasn, 9 B BbICLWIEW CTEMNEHNU
packamBatloCcb. HO TyT ecTb 0OAOHO 0OOCTOATENbCTBO,
KOTOPOE B MOUX rJlasax rnoyvyTu n3baBssgseT MeEHA OaXke U
OT packadHusd. B nocnenHee BpeMd, 30aK Hedenu OBe,
naxe Tpu, 9 YyBCTBYIHO ceba Hexopowo: ©00/bHbIM,
HEPBHbIM, pa3fpakUTesibHbIM, (PaHTAaCTUYEeCKUM U, B
MHbIX CNy4YadaXx, TepSal coBceM Hapn coboto Bonto. paso,
MHEe MHOrga Y»>XacHO XOTeNloCb HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 BApYr
obpaTuTbCa K Mapkusy Le-Ipue n... A BNpoYeEM, HEeYero
noroBapuBaTb; MoxeT, emy 6byaer obmaHo. OAHUM
CJIOBOM, 3TO Npu3Haku BonesHn. He 3Hato, NnpuMmeT nun
bapoHecca Bypmeprenbm BO BHUMaHUS 3TO
obcToATenbCTBO, KOrga s 6Oyay npocnTb Yy Hee
N3BUHEHUA (MOTOMY 4YTO A HaMepeH MNPOCUTb Yy Hee
n3BNUHeHNA)? 9 nonarat, He npumeT, Tem 6osiee 4TO,
CKOJIbKO U3BECTHO MHE, 3TUM 06CTOATENbCTBOM Ha4vaun
B nocnegHee BpeMs 370ynoTpebniaTb B HOPUANYECKOM
MUpe: afBoOKaTbl MNPWU YroJIOBHbIX Mpoueccax CcTanum
BeCbMa 4acCcTO oOnpaBAbiBaTb CBOUX  KJIMEHTOB,



MNPEeCcTYyNHNKOB, TEM, YTO OHW B MOMEHT MpecTynaeHuns
HWYEero He MNOMHUAM WU 4TO 3TOo byaTo 6bl Takas
bonesHb. «Mpubun, geckaTb, U HNYEro He MOMHUT». U

npencrtaBbTe cebe, reHepan, MeauunHa NM
noagdaknBaeT — OENCTBUTENIbHO MOATBEPXAAeT, 4TO
ObiBaeT Takas bonesHsb, Takoe BpeMeHHoe

noMewaTenbCTBO, KOrga 4YesioBeK MNOYTU HUYero He
MOMHUT, WAWN NOJAYMNOMHUT, WA 4YeTBepTb MNOMHUT. HO
bapoH un 6apoHecca — AWM MOKOJIEHUS CTaporo,
MPUTOM MPYCCKUE IOHKEPblI U nMoMewmnkn. UM, OonxxHo
OblTb, 3TOT nMporpecc B HPUANYECKN-MEANLNHCKOM
MUpEe elle Hen3BecTeH, a MOTOMY OHU N He TMPUMYT
Mounx o6bACHeHUn. Kak Bbl AymaeTe, reHepan?

— [oBonbHO, cypapb! — pe3ko M C cOep>XaHHbIM
HerogoBaHmem npounsHec reHepasn, — pgosonbHoO! 4
nocTapalocb pa3 HaBcerga uibaBuTb cebs oT Ballero
lUKONIbHUYecTBa. W3BUMHATbCA nepen 6apoHeccow wu
bapoHOM Bbl He bygeTe. BcAkume cHoleHMS C BaMu,
na>xe XxoTa 6bl OHM COCTOANM eOUHCTBEHHO B Ballen
npocbbe o npoweHnn, 6yayT ONS HUX CJAULWLKOM
YHU3NTENbHbLI. BapoH, y3HaB, 4TO Bbl NPUHAANIEXNTE K
MoeMy AOoMYy, OOBACHANCS Yy)X CO MHOK B BOKCase W,
MPW3HalOCb BaM, elle HEMHOro, n oH notpeboBan Obl y
MeHs ypaoBneTBopeHusa. [loHMMaeTe M Bbl, YeMy
nogBeprann Bbl MEHA, — MEHS, MUNOCTUBLIN rocydapb?
A, a npuHy>xaeH 6bi1 NpocnTb Yy 6apoHa U3BUHEHNA U
nasn emMy CJqIoBO, YTO HeEMeaJIeHHO, CerofHs >e, Bbl He
byneTe npuHaanexaTb K MOEMY LOMY...

— [lo3BoNIbTE, NO3BOJIbTE, FEeHepasl, Tak 3TO OH CaM
HenpeMeHHO noTpeboBan, 4TOO A He npuHagexan K
BalleMy AOMY, KaK Bbl U3BOJINTE Bblpa>kaTbCA?

— HeT; HO 9 cam no4vyen cebqa obsA3aHHbLIM OaTb eMy
3TO YOOBJIeTBOpPEHUe, n, pasymeetcs, bapoH ocTasncs
nososieH. Mbl paccTaemMcs, MUJIOCTUBLIA rocygapb. Bam
cnenyet  OonoaydYmTb  C MEHS 3TU 4yeTblpe
dpngpuxcoopa n Tpn paOopuUHa Ha 34EeWHUWA pacyer.



BoT oeHbrn, a BOT 1 ByMa>Kka C pac4eToM; MOXKeTe 3TOo
nposepuTb. lMpowanTte. C 3TUX Nop Mbl Yyxxue. Kpome
XJIOMOT N HEMPUATHOCTEN, A HE BUAaN OT Bac HMYero. 4
MO30BY Cen4vac KesnbHepa U o06bABAKD €My, 4TO C
3aBTpallHero OHA He OoTBeYal 3a BallnM pacxonbl B
oTene. Yectb nmeto NpebbiTb BallMM CIyroto.

A B3N pOeHbrn, 6yMaxkKy, Ha KoTopon 6bi
KapaH4alwoM HanucaH pacyeT, NOKJIOHWU/ICA reHepany u
BeCbMa CEpPbLE3HO CKa3as eMy:

— [eHepan, oeno Tak OKOHYUTbCA He MoXeT. MHe
OYEeHb »XaJlb, YTO Bbl NOABEPrasNCb HEMNPUATHOCTSAM OT
6bapoHa, HO — N3BUHNTE MEHS — BUHOI 3TOMY Bbl CaMMU.
KakmMm obpa3omM B3s/M Bbl Ha cebs oTBe4YaTb 3a MeEHH
6apoHy? YTO 3HAYUT BbIParKeHMe, 4TO A NPUHALNEXY K
BalwlemMy aomy? A MnpocCcTO y4uTesib B BalleM AoMe, U
TONIbKO. 9 He CblH POAHOW, HE NoA OMeKkonm y Bac, N 3a
MOCTYMKM MOW Bbl HE MOXEeTe oTBe4YaTb. A caM — nnuo
lopnon4eckn KoMmneTeHTHoe. MHe ABaauaTb MATb JIET,
S KaHgumpaT YHuBepcuTeTa, S [OBOPSAHUH, A BaM
COBEPLUEHHO 4y>X0N. TOJIbKO O4HO Moe be3rpaHunyHoe
yBa)K€HMe K BalMM [JOCTOMHCTBAM OCTaHaBAMBaeT
MeHs noTpeboBaTb OT BaC Ternepb Xe yO0B/IeTBOPEHNS
N OasibHEeWLWero oT4yeTta B TOM, 4YTO Bbl B3sJIM Ha cebs
NMpaBoO 3a MEHA OTBeYaTb.

feHepan Obl 40 TOro NOpPa>KeH, 4HTo PYKW paccTaBul,
noToM BAPYr obopoTusca K gpaHuy3y U TOpOnJamMBeoO
nepenan emy, 4TO 9 YyTb He BbI3BaJZl €ro cemyac Ha
aysnb. PpaHuy3 rpOMKO 3axoxoTal.

— Ho 6apoHy 8 cnyCTUTb HE HaMepeH, — NPOAOJIKaI
S C MNOJIHbIM XNaAHOKPOBMEM, HMMANIO HE CMYLLAACH
cMexoM Mcbe [le-I'pue, — M TakK KaK Bbl, reHepan,
CornacmMBLLUNCL CerogHsa BbiCAyLWaTb »anobbl GapoHa u
BOWAS B €ro MHTepec, noctaBumam camm cebs kKak Obl
Yy4aCTHUKOM BO BCEM 3TOM [ene, TO 9 4eCTb UMEID BaM
OOJIOXKUTb, YHTO HE NO3)Ke Kak 3aBTpa noyTpy noTpedyto
y 6apoHa, oT cBoero mmMeHun, hbopMasibHoOro obbACHeHUS



MPUYNH, NO KOTOPbLIM OH, WUMes [Oeno CO MHOIo,
obpaTnncsa MMMO MeHS K APYromy anLy, TOYHO S HE MOr
nnun OblN1 HEAOCTOUH OTBEeYaTb eMy CaM 3a cebs.

YTo A4 npendyyscTBOBaJl, TO U CAy4YUNOCb. [eHepan,
YyC/IbILLIAB 3TY HOBYIO M1ynocCTb, CTPYCUJ Y>KaCHO.

— Kak, Hey>Xenn Bbl HaMepeHbl eLle Npoao/KaTb 3TO
NpoKaAToe aeno! — BCKpUYasa OH, — HO 4YTO XX CO MHOW-
TO Bbl genaerte, o rocnogu! He cMmenTe, He CcMenTe,
MWIOCTUBLIN rOCydapb, NN, KNSHYCb BaM!.. 31eCb €CTb
TOX>Xe Ha4yasbCTBO, U f... 4... OOHWM CJIOBOM, MO MOEMY
YNHY... WU OapoH ToOXe... O0AHMM C/NOBOM, BacC
3aapecTyoT U BbIWAT OTCoAa C nosauunen, 41ob Bbl
He byaHunn! NMNoHnmaeTe 3T0-C!

— W x0oTb eMy 3axBaTW/I0 AyX OT FHEeBa, HO BCe-Taku
OH TPYCWUA y>acCHO.

— [eHepan, — oTBeYasl 9 C HECTEPNUMbIM AJ11 HEro
CMNOKOWUCTBMEM, — 3aapecToBaTb Henb3d 3a 6yncTso
npexae coseplleHns byncrtea. A elle He Ha4YnHaN MOUX
obbsAcHeHNn ¢ OapoHOM, a BaM elle COBEepPLUEHHO
HEN3BECTHO, B KaKOM BUAE U Ha KakKWX OCHOBaAHUAX S
HaMepeH NPUCTYNUTb K 3TOMY Aeny. fA XKenakt TOJIbKO
pPa3bACHUTb 0bnaHoe AN MeHs NPennosioXKeHne, 4To 5
HaxXxoXyCb MoAa onekow y nuua, 6yato 6bl nmeroLwero
BNaCTb Haa mMoen ceoboagHom Bosieto. HanpacHo Bbl Tak
cebsa TpeBoxuTe n becnokouTe.

— Paagn 6ora, paan 6ora, Anekcenm WBaHOBWUY,
OCTaBbTe 3T0 6eccMmbiCcsleHHOe  HamepeHue! —

bopmoTan reHepan, BOPYI Nn3MeHas CBOW
pa3rHeBaHHbLIA TOH Ha YMONALWMUMA N Oa)Ke CXBaTuUB
MeHs 3a pykun. — Hy, npenctaBbTe, 4TO W3 3TOroO

BbINOAET? onATb HenpudatHocTb! Cornacurtecb camu, 4
OOJIKeH 3aecb pepxaTb cebs ocobeHHbIM obpasom,
ocobeHHO Tenepsb!.. ocobeHHo Tenepb!.. O, Bbl He
3HaeTe, He 3HaeTe Bcex Moux obctoaTenbcTB!.. Korga
Mbl OTClO4a noenem, 4 rotToB ONATb MPUHATbL Bac K
cebe. 4 Tenepb TONILKO Tak, HY, OAHUM C/IOBOM, — BeJb



Bbl MOHMMaeTe »e TMNPUYnHbI! — BCKPWYana OH
oT4YyadHHO, — Anekcen NeBaHoBuY, Anekcen MiBaHoBKY!..

PeTupysacb K OBepsM, 9 elle pa3 YyCUJIEeHHO Mpocun
ero He becnokouTbcCs, obeuwan, 4TOo BCce obomaeTcs
XOPOLUO U NPUNYHO, KU NOCNELUNS BbINTN.

NMHorpa pycckume 3a rpaHuuen ObiBatloT C/AULLKOM
TPYC/IUBbI U Y)XAaCHO 60ATCHA TOro, 4TO CKaXXYT M KaK Ha
HUX NornagasaTt, u éyoeT nM NPUJINYHO BOT TO-TO U TO-
TO? — OOHMM CNOBOM, Aep»xaT cebs TOYHO B KOpceTe,
ocobeHHO npeTeHayowmne Ha 3HavyeHue. Camoe nboe
ona  HUX —  Kakaa-Hmbyab  npenB3daTad,  pa3l
yCTaHOBJ/IeHHas popMa, KOTOpon OHW pabcku crnenytoT
— B OTeNnsax, Ha ryasHbsax, B cobpaHmnax, B gopore... Ho
reHepan NPoroBOpPuJICH, YTO Yy Hero, cBepx Toro, 6bian
Kakne-to ocobble ob6cToaTENbCTBA, YHTO €My Hado Kak-
To «ocobeHHO pepxaTbcsa». OTTOro-To OH TaK BAPYr
MasloayLIHO U CTPYCUA N NepeMeHns1 CoO MHOW TOH. A
3TO NMPUHAN K CBEAEHNIO N 3aMeTun. 1 KOHeYHo, OH MOor
caypy obpaTuTbCsa 3aBTpa K KakKMM-HUOyOb BRAacTAaAM,
Tak 4YTO MHe Hajgo O6bi10 B camoMm pene 6bITb
OCTOPOXKHbIM.

MHe, BMpoYeM, BOBCE He XOTeNloCb CepauTb
cobCTBEHHO reHepasia; HO MHe 3axoTesloCb Tenepb
nocepanTb lonuHy. MonnHa obolwnacb CO MHOKW Tak
XKECTOKO W CaMa TOJIKHYJ/la MEeHS Ha TaKylo Faynyto
O0pory, 4To MHE 04YeHb XOTeNIoCb AOBECTU ee A0 TOoro,
4yTOoObI OHa CaMa nonpocuila MeHs OCTaHOBUTbLCA. Moe
LLUKOJIbHNYEeCTBO MOr 10, HakKoHel, n ee
KOMMPOMETUPOBaATh. Kpome TOoro, BO MHe
chopMmMpoBaINCL KON-Kakme Opyrve owyuleHnsa wu
KeNlaHng;, ecnm s, Hanpumep, ucyesalw npen Hew
CaMOBOJIbHO B HNYTO, TO 3TO BOBCE Beb HE 3HA4YUT, 4YTO
npen nOAbMU S MOKpas Kypuua W Yy>X, KOHEYHO, He
bapoHy «BbUTb MeHdA nankou». MHe 3axoTesioCb Hap
BCEMU HMMWN HACMesATbCHA, @ CaMOMYy BbINTU MOJIOALIOM.
[MycTb nocMoTpAaAT. Hebock! OHa ucnyraeTcs ckaHgana u



KJIMKHET MeHA onATb. A N He KJIMKHET, TaK BCe-TaKWu
YBUOWUT, 4TO 9 HE MOKpas Kypuua...

— (YoumBuTenbHoe wu3BecTme: cenmyvac TOJIbKO
yC/ablllan OT Hallen HAHW, KOTOpYl BCTPeTusa Ha
necTtHuue, 410 Mapba duamnnoBHa OTMNpaBuUIach
cerogHs, ooHa-oanHeweHbKa, B Kapnacban, ¢ Be4epHum
noe3aoMm, K OBOIOPOOHOW CcecTpe. DTO YTO 3a u3BecTtume?
HAHA roBopuT, 4TO OHa AaBHO cobupanacb; HO Kak Xe
3TOr0 HUKTO He 3Han? Bnpoyem, MOXeT, A TOJIbKO He
3Han. HaHa nporosopunacb MHe, 410 MapbA
dnannnoBHa C reHepasioM eule TpeTbero AHA KPYMNHO
rnorosopuna. [ToHnMato-C. oTO0, HaBepHoe, —
mademoiselle Blanche. [a, y Hac HacTynaeT 4TO-TO
pewmnTenbHoe.)



MNnasa Vil

HayTpo s no3Ban kKesnbHepa n obbaBuna, 4Tobbl cyeT
MHe nucann ocobeHHo. Homep monm 6bln He Tak euwe
nopor, 4tob o4YeHb NyraTbCss M COBCEM BblexaTb W3
oTend. Y MeHda Obl10 WecTHaguaTb hpuapmnxcaopos, a
TaM... TaM, MoXXeT ObITb, boraTcTBo! CTpaHHOe geno, 4
eule He BbIUrpasl, HO MOoCTynat, YyBCTBYIO N MbICIIO,
Kak bora4, n He Mory npeacTaBAaTb cebsa nHave.

A pacnosiaran, HeECMOTPSA Ha paHHUW 4ac, TOT4HacC Xe
OTNpPaBnTbCA K MUCTepy AcThneto B oTesib d'Angleterre,
OYeHb Hefasieko OT Hac, Kak BOpYr Bowes Ko MHe [e-
[[pne. DTOro HWKOrpa ewe He ciydanocb, ga, CBepx
TOro, C 3TUM rocnoamMHOM BO BCe nocjiegHee BPEMSA Mbl
OblIN B CaMbIX YyXAbIX W B CaMbIX HaATAHYTbIX
oTHoweHnAax. OH $SBHO He CKpblBaJl CBOEro KO MHe
npeHebpexxeHns, fa)ke cTapasca He CKpbiBaTb; @ 1 — 4
nMMesn CBOU COBCTBEHHbIE MPUYUHBLI €ro He >aloBaTb.
OgHuM cnoBoM, A ero HeHasupgen. lpuxon ero MeHs
O4YeHb YyaOMBWI. d TOTYaAC »X& CMEKHYJl, 4TO TYT 4YTO-
HUbyab ocobeHHOE 3aBapuoCh.

Bowen oH o4eHb Nt0be3HO N cKasanl MHe KOMMJINMEHT
HacyeT MOen KOMHaTbl. Buas, 4To 8 Co WAAnon B pykax,
OH OCBEAOMMWUJICS, HEeYXXeNIN 9 TaK PaHo BbIXoAOy rynsaTb.
Korga »ke ycnbiwasn, 4To 4 nay K Mmucrtepy AcTiietlo no
neny, nogyman, coobpasnn, M MU0 ero MNpPUHSAO0
Yype3BblYalHO 03abo4YeHHbIN BUA.

He-I'pue 6bin, Kak BCe hpaHLy3bl, TO €CTb Becesbin U
ntobe3HbIn, Korga 3To HaAo0 U BbIFOAHO, N HECTEPNMMO
CKYYHbI, Korga OblTb BecenbiM U©n  NobE3HbIM
nepecTtasana HeobxXoaNMOCTb. ®paHuy3 penko
HaTypasbHO Ntobe3eH; oH nbeseH Bcerga Kak Obl Mo
npukasy, wun3 pacdeta. Ecnn, Hanpumep, BUAUT
HeobxoanmMoCcTb 6biTb PaHTACTUYHBLIM, OPUTrUHAJIbHBIM,



no-HeobbligeHHee, TO (paHTa3na ero, camasa raynas u
HeecTeCTBEHHAasd, CslaraeTcs M3 3apaHee MNPUHATbIX "
OAaBHO Yy)e onowsmBlmnxca ¢gopm. HaTypasbHbI Xe
dpaHLy3 COCTOUT M3 CaMOM MELLAHCKUA, MEeNKou,
0bbIAEHHON TMOJIOXKUTENBHOCTU, — OAHUM CJIOBOM,
CKy4yHenwee cyuwectso B wMupe. [lo-moemy, TOJIbKO
HOBUYKN N 0COBEHHO pyccKue BapbIlHM NpenbLatoTCs
ppaHuy3amMmn. BcakomMmy >Ke nopAanoOYHOMY CyLlecTBYy
TOTHAC XXe 3aMeTHa M HecTepnmma 3Ta Ka3eHlw Ha pas
yCTaHOBMBLUMXCA  (opM  casioHHoW  nobe3HocTw,
Pa3BA3HOCTU N BECEJIOCTMN.

— 9 K BaM nNo pgeny, — Ha4an OH Ype3BblHaWHO
He3aBUCUMO, XOTS, BMNPOYEM, BEXJINBO, — N HE CKPOIO,
4YTO K BaM MOCJIOM WJN, Nyylle CKa3aTb, NOCPEegHNKOM
OT reHepana. O4eHb NNOXO 3HAA PYCCKUN SA3bIK, S
HUYEero nNoYTW BYEpPa HEe TMOHANA;, HO reHepas MHe
noapobHO 0OBLACHUA, N MPU3HAOCh...

— Ho nocnywawnTte, monsieur Oe-Ipne, — nepebun 4
ero, — Bbl BOT WU B 3TOM pgefsie B3S/UCb ObITb
nocpenHMKoM. 4, KoHe4yHo, «un outchitel» n HnMKorpa He
npeTeHaoBasl Ha 4ecCcTb ObITb 6/M3KMM APYrom 3TOro
ooOMa WM Ha Kakune-Hubyab 0Cob6eHHO WHTUMHbIE
OTHOLLUEHWUA, @ NOTOMY N He 3Halo BCex 06CTOATENbCTB;
HO Pa3bACHUTE MHE: HeyXesin Bbl Y Ternepb COBCEM
NMPpUHagNeXnTe K 4aeHaMm 3Toro cemenctsa? [loTomy
4yTO Bbl, HakKoHel, BO BceM bepeTe Takoe y4acTue,
HenpeMeHHO, cenyac e BO BCEM MNOCPEeaHNKOM...

Bonpoc Mo eMy He noHpaBwicda. Ong Hero oH Obin
CJ/INLLKOM Mpo3payeH, a NporosapmeBaTbCa OH He XOoTeJl.

— MeHsa cBA3bIBAOT C reHepasioM OT4YacTu nOena,
OTYaCTWU HeKoTopble ocobeHHble obcCcToATeNnbCTBa, —
CKa3aJl OH Ccyxo. — [(eHepan npucsan MeHsa NPoCUTb Bac
OCTaBUTb BalUM BYepallHMe HamMepeHus. Bce, 4TO Bbl
BblAYMaJsin, KOHEYHO, 04E€Hb OCTPOYMHO; HO OH MMEHHO
NpPOCKU/ MEHA NPeaAcTaBUTb BaM, YTO BaM COBEPLUEHHO
He yaacTcs; Maso Toro — Bac BapoH He npuMmeT, W,



HaKoOHeLl, BO BCAKOM CJly4ae OH Bedb WMeeT BcCe
cpencTtBa M36aBUTLCS OT AaJibHENLLUX HEMPUATHOCTEN
C Bawen cTopoHbl. Cornacutecb camn. K 4emy Xxe,
CKaXunTe, npoposmkatb? [eHepan e BaM obeulaeT,
HaBepHoOe, NPUHATbL BaC ONSATb B CBOW A0M, MPU NMepBbIX
yaoobHbIX 06CTOATENbCTBAX, @ 4O TOFO BPEMEHN 3a4eCTb
Balle »>KaJioBaHbe, VOS appointements. Beab 3T0
O0BOJIbHO BbIFrOAHO, HE NpaBaa 1n?

A BO3pa3una eMy BeCbMa CMOKOMHO, YTO OH HECKOJIbKO
owmnmbaeTcs; 4TOo, MOXXET ObITb, MeHa OoT BapoHa U He
MPOroHAT, a, HAanNpPoOTUB, BbICAYLLAOT, N NOMNPOCUS ero
MPU3HATbLCS, YTO, BEPOATHO, OH 3aTeM U npuwen, 41ob
BbIMbITaTb: KaK MMEHHO A MPUMYCb 3a BCe 3TO Aeno?

— O 6oXe, ecnn reHepan TakK 3auMHTepecoBaH, ToO,
pa3yMeeTcsd, eMy NpUATHO ByaeT y3HaTb, 4HTO U KaK Bbl
bynete nenaTtb? 3TO TaK eCTeCTBEHHO!

A npuHanca obbACHATb, a OH Havan caywaTsb,
pa3BaNiCb, HECKOJIbKO CKJIOHMB KO MHe HaboK rosaosy, C
SIBHbIM, HECKPbIBAEMbIM WPOHUYECKUM OTTEHKOM B
nvue. Boobuie oH aepxxan cebsa 4ypesBbiHaMHO CBbICOKA.
A cTapanca BCEMU CUMaMU MPUTBOPUTBLCS, YHTO CMOTPIO
Ha QOesio C CaMOW Cepbe3HOM TOYKM 3peHunsa. 4
06bACHUA, 4TO TaK Kak bapoH obpaTuacsa K reHepany ¢
»anoboww Ha MeHs, TOYHO Ha reHepasibCKyk Cayry, To,
BO-MEPBbIX, — JINLINI MEeHS 3TUM MecCTa, a BO-BTOPbIX,
TpeTupoBasl MEHSA KaK MU0, KOTOPOE He B COCTOSHUN
3a cebs oTBETUTbL U C KOTOPbIM HE CTOUT U FOBOPUT.
KoHe4yHOo, 9 4yBCTBYlO cebs cnpaBeasiMmBo 0OUXXEHHbIM;
OHAaKO, TMOHMMas pas3HuULy JNeT, NOJIOXKEeHUs B
obiecTBe n npoyee, N npoyee (9 eaBa yaepxmsasca oT
cMexa B 3TOM MecTe), He Xo4dy bpaTb Ha cebsa ewe
HOBOIO JIEFKOMbIC/INA, TO eCTb NpAMO noTpebosaTb OT
bapoHa WM pake TOJNIbKO nNpeanoXxutb emy 06
yOooB/eTBOpeHUNU. TeM He MeHee A cyuTato cebs
COBEPLUEHHO BrpaBe MNpensioXXnTb emMy, M 0cobeHHOo
bapoHecce, M™MoW U3BUHEHUd, TeM Oonee 4TO



ONENCTBUTENILHO B NocsiegHee BpeMa 9 4yBCTBYO cebs
He340pOBbIM, PACCTPOEHHLIM, (aHTaCTUYeCKUM =
npoyee, n npovyee. OgHako XX cam 6apoH BYepalLUHUM
obngHbiM Ona MeHs obpaweHneM K redHepany wu
HacToAHMEM, 4TOObl reHepas MWW MeHS MecCTa,
MOCTaBM/1 MEHSA B TaKOe MOJZIOXKEHUE, YTO Ternepb 9 yxKe
He Mory npeacrtaButb emy u 6bapoHecce Mou
M3BUHEHMNS, MNOTOMY 4TO U OH, U BapoHecca, U BecCb
CBET, HaBepHO, noayMmalwT, 4HTO A npuwen c
M3BUHEHNSAMWU CO CTpaxa, 4Tob nony4YnuTb Ha3apd CBOE
MecTo. W3 Bcero 3Toro crnemnyeTr, 4YTO S HaXOXYCb
Tenepb BbIHY)XXAEHHbIM MpocuTb 6GapoHa, 4TO6bI OH
nepBoHa4YasIbHO M3BUHWICSA NPeno MHOK CaM, B CaMbIX
YMEPEHHbIX Bblpa)XeHNAX, — Hanpumep, ckasan bbl, 4To
OH BOBCe He Xenas MeHda obunpgeTb. I korga 6apoH 370
BbICKa)XeT, Torga 8 y>Xe, C pa3Bs3aHHbIMU pPyKamuy,
YNCTOCEPOAEYHO U WUCKPEHHO nMpuUHECy eMy ”n Mou
n3BuHeHns. OOHUMM CNIOBOM, 3aKAK4YMA £, 9 npolly
TOJNIbKO, 4TOObI 6apoH pa3Bsa3asl MHE PYKW.

— Py, Kakag WweneTuabHOCTb U Kakme yToH4YeHHoCTK!
N 4yero Bam m3BMHATBLCA? Hy corjsiacmtecb, monsieur...
monsieur.. YTO Bbl 3aTeBaeTe BCE 3TO HAPO4YHO, 4YTOObI
0ocaguTb reHepasny... a MoXeT bbiTb, UMeeTe KaKue-
HUbyab ocobbie uenn... mon cher monsieur, pardon, j'ai
oublie votre nom, monsieur Alexis? n'est ce pas? __

— Ho no3sBonbTe, mon cher marquis, Aa BaM 4TO 3a
neno?

— Mais le general...[__]

— A reHepany 4t0o? OH BYepa 4YTO-TO rOBOPWUJ, 4TO
nep>xatTb cebss Ha KaKOW-TO HOre QOOJIKEH... U Tak
TPEBOXWUJICSA... HO 9 HNYEro He NoHSA.

— TyT ecTb, — TYT WMEHHO cyliecTByeT ocoboe
obcToaTenbCcTBO, — noaxeatwun [Le-Ipne npocAwmnm
TOHOM, B KOTOpOM Bce bOonee n 6onee cnblillanach
nocapga. — Bbl 3HaeTe mademoiselle de Cominges?

— To ecTb mademoiselle Blanche?



— Hy pa, mademoiselle Blanche de Cominges... et
madame sa mere... __ corjacutecb camu, reHepar...
OOHMM C/I0OBOM, reHepasn BAOONEH W Oaxke... gaxe,
MOXeT ObITb, 30ecb coBepwmnTca bpak. I npenctasbTe
MpwY 3TOM pa3Hble CKaHgasbl, UCTOPUM...

— 4 He BWM)XXY TYT HW CKaHOaNoB, HWU UCTOpPUN,
Kacatowmxca bpaka.

— Ho le baron est si irascible, un caractere prussien,
vous savez, enfin il fera une querelle d'Allemand. __

— Tak MHe >Xe, a He BaM, MNOTOMY 4YTO §f YyXe He
npuHagnexy K aomy... (4 Hapo4yHo cTapanca bbiTb Kak
MOXXHO BbecTonkosee.) Ho No3BoOsbTE, TakK 3TO pPeLIEHO,
4To mademoiselle Blanche BbiIxoanT 3a reHepana? Yero
e XAOyT? 9 Xo4y cKasaTb — 4YTO CKpbIBaTb 00 3TOM, Mo
KpanHen mepe OoT Hac, OT AOMalUHNX?

— 4 BaM He MOry... Brpo4yeM, 3TO elle He COBCEM...
OLHaKoO... Bbl 3HaeTe, XAOYT W3 Poccmnm wun3BecTus;
reHepany Hago ycTpouTb gena...

— A, a! la baboulinka!

He-I'pne c HEHaBUCTbLIO MOCMOTPEST Ha MEHA.

— OgHnMm cnoBoM, — nepebusn OH, — S BMOJIHE
HagelCb Ha Bally BPOXAEHHYK Nbe3HOCTb, Ha Ball
YM, Ha TakKT... Bbl, KOHEYHO, cOenaeTe 3TO AOJ19 TOro
CEMENCTBA, B KOTOPOM Bbl ObI/IN MPUHATBI KakK pPOoOHON,
Oblnn NobuMsbl, yBa)kaeMbil...

— lMomunnyinTe, A 6bin BbiFrHaH! Bbl BOT yTBEp>XOaeTe
Tenepb, YTO 3TO OJ1A BUAY; HO COrjlacutecb, ec/in BaM
CKaXyT: «5, KOHEeYHO, He Xo4y Tebsa BblApaTb 3a yLIN,
HO ON8 BMAY MO3BOJb cebsa BblApaTb 3a ywwu...» Tak
BeOb 3TO NO4YTW BCe pPaBHO?

— Ecnm Tak, ecnm HMKakme npocbObl HE UMEKT Ha Bac
BJINAHUSA, — Ha4dasl OH CTPOro WM 3aHOCYMBO, — TO
MO3BOJIbTE BaC YBEPUTb, 4TO ByayT NPUHATLI Mepbl. TyT
eCTb Ha4YaJsIbCTBO, BaC BbLIWJIKOT CerogHs e, — que
diable! un blan-bec comme vous __ xo4eT BbI3BaTb Ha
Oy3Nb Takoe nuuo, Kak 6apoH! U Bbl AymaeTe, 4TO Bac



OCTaBAT B Nnokoe? W noeepbTe, BaC HUKTO 34€eCb He
bouTtcsa! Ecnu a8 npocun, To 6onee oT cebd, NOTOMY 4TO
Bbl 6ecnokounnu reHepana. U HeyXxenu, HeyxXennm Bbl
oymaeTte, 4To 6apoH He BennUT BaC MPOCTO BbIFrHaTb
Nnaker?

— [Da Begb s He caM nounagy, — oOTBe4Yan 8 C
Yype3BblYaWHbIM CMNOKONCTBMEM, — Bbl oOlIMbaeTecCs,
monsieur [HOe-Fpne, Bce 3To0 obowmageTcsa ropasno
npuanyHee, 4em Bbl AyMaeTe. A BOT cenyac xXe
OTMPaBAOCb K MUCTepy AcThe n nonpowy ero 6bbiTb
MOMM MNOCPEegHWUKOM, OAHMM C/NOBOM, OblITb MOUM
second __ . 3TOT 4esioBEK MeHS NbUT 1, HaBepHoe, He
oTKaxkeT. OH nongeT K BapoHy, n 6apoH ero npuMmer.
Ecnn cam a un outchitel kaxxycb 4yem-To subalterne __,
HY W, HakKoHeu, 6e3 3awunTbl, TO MUCTep AcCThen —
NAeMSHHUK fnopha, HacToswero sopaa, 3TO M3BECTHO
BceMm, nopaa lMNMubpoka, n nopn 3TOT 34ecCb. [loBepbTe,
4yTOo 6apoH OygeT BeXAMB C MUCTepoM AcCTNeeM =
BblC/NyllaeT ero. A ecnnm He BbICJywaeT, TO MUCTepP
AcTnen no4drteT 3T0 cebe 3a nn4Hyto obnay (Bbl 3HaeTe,
KaK aHrJn4aHe HacToM4YmBbl) U nowsieT K GapoHy oT
ceba npuatend, a y Hero npuaTennm Xxopowiue.
Paso4TunTe Tenepb, 4HTO BbINAET, MOXKET ObITb, U HE Tak,
KaK Bbl MoslaraeTe.

®paHUy3 pewnTesibHO CTPYCUN; AENCTBUTENILHO, BCE
3TO 6bIJI0O O4eHb MOXOXXe Ha npaBay, a CTano ObIThb,
BbIXOOWJ/10, 4TO A U B CaMOM fesie Obl1 B Cunax 3aTtesaTb

NCTOopUIO.

— Ho npowy >Xe Bac, — Ha4van OH COBepLUEeHHO
YMOJIAOLWMM F0OJI0OCOM, — OCTaBbTe BCe 3To! BaM To4HO
NPUATHO, 4yTO BblOeT ncropusa! Bam He

yaooBneTBopeHnsa HanobHo, a uctopun! A ckasan, 4To
BCe 3TO BbInAeT 3abaBHO N Aa)Ke OCTPOYMHO, 4ero,
MoXXeT 6bITb, Bbl U AobnBaeTecb, HO, OAHWM CJIOBOM, —
3aKJII04YNN OH, BUASA, 4TO A BCTan u bepy wnany, — 4



npuwlen Bam nepenaTtb 3TU ABa CQ1I0Ba OT O4HOW 0CO6HI,
npo4YTnUTE, — MHE NOPYyYeHOo XAaTb OTBEeTa.

Cka3aB 3TO, OH BblHYJl M3 KapMaHa W nogan MHe
MaJZIEHbKYIO, CJIOXKEHHYIO W 3anedyaTaHHyl o6naTKoto
3aMnnCoYKY.

Pykoto MonunHbl Bb110 HAaNNCaHo:

«MHe noka3asioCb, 4YTO Bbl HaMepeHbl MNPoaoJIKaTb
3Ty ucTtoputo. Bbl paccepannince U HadnHaeTe
LUKOSIbHMYaTb. HO TyT ecTb ocobble obcToATENBLCTBA, U
S BaM WX MNOTOM, MOXeT OblTb, O0OBLSACHIO; a Bbl,
noXxasyncrta, nepectaHbTe U yuMmnTecb. Kakme Bce 3TO
rnynoctn! Bbl MHe HyXHbl W camum obewanncb
cnywaTtbcsa. BcnomHuTe LWnaHreHnbepr. [lpowy Bac
OblTb NOCNYLIHLIM N, €CNN Hafo, NpuKa3biBato. Bawa I1.

P. S. Ecqim Ha MeHA 3a BYepallHee cepauTecb, TO
MPOCTUTE MEHS».

Y MeHs Kak bbl BCe nepeBepHYJIOChb B rfa3sax, Korga s
npo4Yes 3TN CTpoYkU. N'ybbl y MeHa nobenenun, n a ctan
opoxaTb. lNpoknaTeln paHLy3 CMOTpesi C YCUIIEHHO
CKPOMHbIM BUAOM N OTBOASA OT MeHs rnasa, Kak bbl ans
TOro, 4To0bl HE BUAETb MOEro cMyLeHus. Jly4uwe Obl oH
3aX0X0TaJ1 Hago MHOIO.

— Xopowo, — OTBeTuN £, — CKaXxuTte, 4ToObI
mademoiselle 6bina cnokonHa. o3BoNIbTE Xe, 04HAaKOo,
BaC CNpoCcuTb, — nNpubasmn 9 pe3ko, — no4Yemy Bbl TakK
OO0 He nepepgasany MHe 3Ty 3anuncky? BmecTo Toro
4yTObObl 60NTaTb O NYyCTAKaAX, MHE Ka)KeTCs, Bbl OOJIKHbI
OblIM Ha4YaTb C 3TOrO0... €C/IN Bbl MMEHHO U NPULLIAN C
3TUM MOPYyYEHUNEM.

— O, 4 xoTen... Boobuie BCe 3TO TaK CTPaHHO, YTO Bbl
M3BNHNTE MOe HaTypaJsibHoe HeTepneHune. MHe
X0TeNnoCb MNocCkopee Yy3HaTb CaMOMYy JIM4YHO, OT BacC
caMunx, Baln HamepeHud. {, Bnpovyem, He 3Halo, 4YTO B
3TOW 3anuncKe, N gymaJl, 4To BCerga ycnew nepegaTb.

— [loHMMato, BaM NMPOCTO-3anpoCcTo BesieHO nepenaTb
3TO TOJZIbKO B KpauvHeM chy4dae, a ec/an yslaguTte Ha



c/ZloBax, TO N He nepefaBaTb. Tak nn? [oBopuTe NPAMO,
monsieur Oe-lpue!

— Peut-etre __ , — cKasan OH, NpUHNMasa BN KaKOW-
TO OCODEeHHOW COep>XaHHOCTU M CMOTPA Ha MeHS
KaKMM-TO OCODEHHbIM B3rn1sa40M.

A B34s WnNAny; OH KMBHYJ rosioBou v Bblwes. MHe
MoKasasloCcb, 4TO Ha rybax ero HacmewsnmBasa ynbibOKa.
Ia n Kak Morso bbITb MHa4e?

— Mbl ¢ TO6OM ewe coyvYTeMmcsd, (paHLy3unLLKa,
nomepumca! — bopmoTan A, cxoasa C necTHuubl. A ewe
HU4Yero He Mor coobpas3uTb, TOYHO 4YTO MHE B r0JIOBY
yaoapuno. Bo3oyx HECKOJIbKO OCBEXWJT MeHA.

MUHyYTbl 4epe3 OBe, Y4yTb-4yTb TOJIbKO A CTajl ACHO
coobpakaTb, MHe SApPKO NpeacTaBuINCb OBE MbIC/N:
nepBas, — 4YTO W3 TakKUX MYCTAKOB, U3 HECKOJIbKUX
LUKOJIbHUYECKNX, HEBEePOATHbIX YIrpo3 MaJibY4ULLKWK,
BblCKa3aHHbIX BYepa Ha JseTy, nogHaNacb Takad
BCceobuwlas TpeBora! m BTOpas MbIC/Ib — KaKOBO Xe,
OAHaKoO, BNnAHWe 3Toro dgpaHuysa Ha [loanHy? OOHO
ero CJ10BO — 1 OHa AenaeT BCe, YTO eMy HY>XHO, nuweT
3aMNUCKY U Oa)ke NpoCcuUT MeHsd. KoHe4YHOo, nX OTHOLIEeHUS
N BCerga ana MmeHs dbian 3aragkoto ¢ CaMoro Havana, c
Tex MNop Kak A WUX 3HaTb Hayvan, O4HAKO X B 3TWU
nocnegHmue OHWM A 3aMeTun B Hen pewunTesibHoe
OTBpalLEeHVe 1 fa)ke npespeHne K HeMy, a OH Odaxke U
He CMOTpesn Ha Hee, fgaxe npocto 6biBan C Hen
HeBeXNuB. f 3To 3aMeTwun. [NlosIMHa caMa MHe roBopuia
06 oTBpaLLEHNN; Y HEN Y)Ke NPOPbIBAINCL YPEe3BblHaNHO
3Ha4YnUTesibHble TMPU3HaHUA... 3HayYnT, OH nNpPOCTO
BJlaeeT elo, OHa Y Hero B KakKnx-To uensx...



Nnaea VI

Ha npomMeHane, Kak 34eCb Ha3blBalOT, TO eCTb B
KallTaHOBOW annee, 1 BCTPETUJ1 MOEro aHrjin4aHmnHa.

— O, o! — Ha4an oH, 3aBMOA MeHdA, — 4 K BaM, a Bbl
KO MHe. TakK Bbl Y>X paccTaJmCb C BalWlnMmMmn?

— CkaxuTte, BO-MepBbiX, Mo4Yemy BCe 3TO Bbl
3HaeTe, — CNpPoOCUa A B YOUBJIEHUN, — HEeYXXesin BCe 3TO
BCEM N3BECTHO?

— O HeT, BCEM HEen3BeCTHO; Oa W He CTouUT, 4Tob
Ob110 N3BECTHO. HUKTO HEe roBOPWUT.

— Tak no4yemy Bbl 3TO 3HaeTe?

— 4 3Halo, TO eCTb UMeJ1 CJslydan y3HaTb. Tenepb Kyaa
Bbl OoTCloga yepete? A nobno Bac M NMOTOMYy K BaM
npuwien.

— CnaBHbIN Bbl 4eJsI0BEK, MUCTep ACTNnen, — ckasan 4
(MeHs,, BMpo4YeM, YXAaCHO TnMopas3uao: OTKyda OH
3HaeT?), — N TaK KakK A ewe He nun Kode, Oa N Bbl,
BEPOATHO, ero rnJjoxo nuam, To NongeMTe K BOKcCaJly B
Kade, TaMm canem, 3aKypuM, U 9 BaM BCe pacCKaxy, U...
Bbl TOXKe MHE pacCKaxkeTe.

Kate 6bln BO CcTa warax. Ham npuHecnn kKode, Mbl
yCeNnCb, S 3aKypua nanmpocy, Mnuctep ACTnen HM4ero
He 3aKypun W, YCTaBUBLUNCb Ha MEHHA, MPUroTOBWJICSA
CNyLaThb.

— 4 HMKyOa He efy, 9 34eCb OCTalCb, — Havan 4.

— N a 6bin yBepeH, 4TO Bbl OCTaHeTeCb, —
onobpuTesibHO NponsHec MucTep AcTien.

Noa K mnctepy AcTnelo, 1 BOBCe He UMes1 HaMepeHud
N LaXe HApPO4YHO He XOoTesl pacCcKa3blBaTb €My YTO-
HUbyab o moen nwobeu K MNMonnHe. Bo BCe 3TU OHM A He
CKa3an € HUM 006 3TOM NOYTU HKM oaHOro csoea. K Tomy
e OH 6bls1 o4eHb 3acTeH4YMB. A C nepBoro pasa
3ameTtunn, 410  [losimHa rnponseena Ha Hero



ype3BblHaMHOEe Bre4yaTJ/ieHMe, HO OH HuUKorga He
yrnoMnHan ee wummMeHW. Ho cCTpaHHO, BAPYr, Tenepb,
TOJIbKO 4TO OH YycCesicad U YCTaBWJICA Ha MeHS CBOUM
MPUCTaNbHLIM  OJIOBAHHbLIM  B3rng44omM, BO  MHe,
Hen3BeCTHO Mno4yeMy, fABuUJlaCb OXOTa pacCkas3aTb eMmy
BCe, TO eCTb BCl Mol wboBb M CO BCEMU ee
OTTeHKaMu. 9§ pacckasbiBajn Uesble noJjsidaca, U MHe
OblN1I0 3TO 4Ype3BblHaWMHO MNPUATHO, B MepBbIN pa3 A 0b
3TOM pacckKa3biBan! 3amMeTuB )Xe, 4TO B HEKOTOpPbIX,
0COBOEHHO MbIJIKNX MeCcTaX, OH CMYyLWIaeTCsd, 9 HapO4HO
ycunamean nMblJIKOCTb MOero pacckasa. B ogHom
pacKkanBaloCb: S, MOXeET ObITb, CKa3asl Koe-4To JinHee
npo paHuys3a...

Muctep AcTnenm caywan, cuga npoTMB  MeHH,
HerMnoA4BWXXHO, He n3gaBad HU CJI0Ba, HW 3BYKa W rnaasd
MHe B rJla3a; HO Korga 4 3arosopwua npo gpaHuysa, oH
BOPYr ocagusn MeHsa W CTPOro Crnpocwua: mMmew am 4
rnpaBso yrnoMunHaTb 06 3TOM MOCTOPOHHEM
obctoaTenbcTBe? Muctep AcCTnenm Bcerga O04YeHb
CTpaHHO 3a4aBaJ1 BOMNPOChHI.

— Bbl npaBbl: 60t0Cb, 4TO HET, — OTBETWU 1.

— 06 3TOM Mapku3e u o Mmucc lNMonmHe Bbl HUYErO He
MoXXeTe CcKa3aTb TOYHOrO, Kpome O4HUX
npeannosioXXeHnin?

A onaTb YOANBUICA TAaKOMY KaTeropnyeckomMmy BOMnpocy
OT TakKoro 3acCTeH4YMBOro 4esioBeKa, Kak MUCTep
AcTnen.

— HeT, TOYHOro HM4yero, — OTBETUN A, — KOHEYHO,
HUYero.

— Ecnn Tak, To Bbl caenann gypHoe Oesio He TOJIbKO
TeM, 4TO 3aroBopusiv 06 3TOM CO MHOIO, HO AaXe U TeM,
4TO Npo cebs aTo Nnoaymanu.

— Xopouwo, xopowo! Co3HaloCb; HO Ternepb He B TOM
neno, — nepedbun 4, npo cebsa yamenaacb. TyT 4 emy
paccka3anl BCH BYepalwHW WUCTOpUIO, BO BCex
noapobHOCTAX, BbIXOAKY [MoNNHBLI, MOe NMpUKJYeHne C



6apoHOM, MO OTCTaBKy, HEOBbIKHOBEHHYID TPYCOCTb
reHepasia W, HaKoOHeu, B NOoAPOOHOCTU UN3N0XKUN
cerogHdawHee noceweHne e Ipue, co BceMu
OTTEHKaMW; B 3aKJIl04YeHne nokasas eMy 3arucky.

— YTO0 BblI U3 2TOro BbiIBOAUTE? — cnpocun 4. — 4
MMEeHHO npuwies y3HaTb Bawn MbICNN. HYTO Ke 00 MeHS
KacaeTcs, To 1, KaXkeTcs, youn Obl 3TOro ppaHLy3nLLKy
N, MOXXeT bbITb, 3TO caenato.

— W a, — ckazan muctep Actnen. — YTo e KacaeTcs
0o mucc losnHbl, TO... Bbl 3HaeTe, Mbl BCTynaem B
CHOLWEeHNa fgaxke C NabMM HaM HEeHaBUCTHbIMWU, ecnu
HacC BbI3blBAe€T K TOMY HEOOXOANMOCTb. TyT MOryT 6bITb
CHoLueHund BaM HensBecCTHble, 3aBucauimne ot
06CTOATENLCTB NOCTOPOHHUX. A AyMalo, 4TO Bbl MOXETE
YCMOKOUTbLCA — 0TYacCTu, pasymeeTcd. YTo )Ke KacaeTcH
0O BYepawHero nocTynka ee, TO OH, KOHe4Ho,
CTpaHeH, — He MNOTOMY, 4YTO OHa noXkesiajla OoT Bac
OTBA3aTbCA W nMocsana Bac non AaybumHy 6apoHa
(KOoTopytlo, 9 He MoHMMal0 novYemy, OH He ynoTpebun,
nMMesa B pyKax), a NOTOMY, 4YTO TakKasa BbIXOoAKa ONA
TaKOW... N1 TAKOWN NMPeBOCXO4HON MUCC

— HenpunndHa. Pa3yMmeeTcd, OHa He Morna
npegyragatb, 4YTO Bbl 6yKBaJIbHO WCMNOJHUTE ee
HacMeLInBoe XenaHune.

— 3HaeTe M 4TO0? — BCKpUYaa g BAPYr, NMpUcTasibHO
BCMaTpuBasaCb B MucTtepa AcTtsies, — MHe chaeTcs, 4To
Bbl Y>Ke 0 BCeM 06 3TOM C/bIXasn, 3HaeTe OT Koro? — oT
camMmoin mumcc NMonnHel!

MwucTep ACTien NOCMOTPEST Ha MeHS C YOUBJIEHUNEM.

— Y BacC rJjlaza CBepkKawT, U A 4YUTalb B HUX
nogo3peHne, — MNPOroBopua OH, TOTHAC >Xe BO3BpPaTuB
cebe npexxHee CMNOKOMNCTBUE, — HO Bbl HE MMeeTe HU
Manenwmnx npas obHapy>XmBaTb BallX MoOo3peHnd. 4
He MOry rnpu3HaTb 3TOro npasa U BMoJIHE O0TKa3bIiBaloCb
OTBe4YaTb Ha Ballu BOMpocC.



— Hy, poBonbHO! 1 He Hapo! — 3akKpuyan 4, CTpPaHHO
BOJIHYSAACb N He MNOHMMasdA, NoYeMy BCKOYMIIO 3TO MHEe B
Mbicnb! N Korpga, roe, Kakmm obpa3som mMuctep AcTien
Mor 6bl 6bITb BbI6paH [lonMHOW B nNoBepeHHbIe? B
rnocsiegHee BpeMsd, BMNpoYeMm, A4 OT4yaCTU ynycTuna w3
Buaoy muctepa Actnes, a lNMonnmHa n Bcerga 6bbina ans
MEeHS 3arajgkon, — 00 TOro 3arajkowu, 4To, Hanpumep,
Tenepb, NYCTUBLIUCL PacCKka3bliBaTb BCO NCTOPUIKD MOEN
nobeun mMuctepy AcTnet, 9 BAPYr, BO BpPeEMSA CaMoro
paccka3sa, Obl1 Mopa>keH TeM, 4YTO NMOYTU HUYEro He Mor
CKka3aTb 00 MOWMX OTHOLWEHUAX C HEWw TOYHOro wu
MOJIOXKUTESIbHOr 0. HanpoTtue  TOro, Bce  6bin0
(baHTacTn4yeckoe, CTpaHHOe, HEOCHOBaTEe/IbHOEe U faxe
HW Ha 4YTO He Nnoxoxkee.

— Hy, xopowo, xopowo; s cbnt Cc TONKy uU Tenepb
elle MHOroro He Mory coobpasnTb, — OTBeYas 4, TOYHO
3anbIXaBWNCb. — Bnpoyem, Bbl XOPOLUMA YeJIOBEK.
Tenepb Agpyroe geno, 1 4 NpoLly Ballero — He COBeTa,
a MHeHun4.

g noMmon4yan v Ha4an:

— Kak Bbl AyMaeTe, Noyemy TakK CTpyCcun reHepan?
no4yemMy M3 MoOero riayrnenwero wasornamHn4ecTsa OHU
BCe BbIBE/NIN TaKyl UCTOpUIO? TakKy WUCTOPUIO, 4TO
naxe cam [e-Ipue Hawen HeobxoanMbIM BMeLLaTbCA (a
OH BMeELUMBAETCA TOJZIbKO B CaMbIX BaXXHbIX Cly4dasx),
nocetmn mMeHda (KakoBo!), Npocwus, yMoOJiaal MEeHS — OH,
He-Ipue, meHs! HakoHel, 3ameTbTe cebe, OH NpuLlen B
0eBATbL 4YacCcoB, B KOHLe OEBATOr0, U y>X 3anucka mMucc
MonuHbl OblNa B ero pykax. Korga »e, cnpalwmBaeTcs,
OHa Obina HanucaHa? MoxeT 6biTb, MUcCC [loAnHY
pa3zbyaunnn ansa atoro! Kpome TOro, 4to M3 3TOro £
BUXXY, 4TO Mucc lNonnHa ero paba (NoTomMy 4TO gaxke y
MeHS MPOCUT npowieHus!); KpoMe 3TOoro, em-To 4TO BO
BCeM 3ToM, en am4yHo? OHa [Ong  4ero Tak
MHTepecyeTca? Yero OHM wUCNyrajJuCb Kakoro-To
bapoHa? N 4TO > TakKoe, 4TO reHepasn >XeHUTCA Ha



mademoiselle Blanche de Cominges? OHM roBOPAT, 4TO
MM KakK-TO ocobeHHO aep>xaTb cebsa BcrencTteme 3Toro
obcToATenbCTBa Hago, — HO Bedb 3TO YXX CJ/INLLKOM
ocobeHHo, cornacuntecb camun! Kak Bbl AymaeTte? 4 no
rnasamMm Bawunm ybexneH, 4To Bbl U TyT 6osiee MeHs
3HaeTe!

MucTtep ACTnen yCMexHyNCA N KUBHYJ1 FTOJIOBOW.

— [encTtBuTenbHO, i, KaXXeTcsd, U B 3TOM ropasgo
bonblle Bawero 3Hat, — CkKasasa OH. — TyT BCe Aeno
KacaeTcsa ogHonm mademoiselle Blanche, n a ysepeH,
4YTO 3TO COBepLUEHHas NCTUHA.

— Hy 410 )X mademoiselle Blanche? — Bckpuyan a c
HeTepneHmeMm (y MeHs BAPYr siBUNAcCb Hadexnaa, 4To
Tenepb 4YTO-HMOYAb OTKpoeTcsa o m-lle MonunHe).

— MHe kKaxeTcs, 4To mademoiselle Blanche nmeeT B
HaCTOALWLYIO MUHYTY O0CODbIN MHTEpec BCAYECKU
n3beratb BCTpedyn ¢ bapoHoMm u bapoHeccon, — Tem
bonee BCTpeYM  HeENpUATHOW, elle  Xyxe  —
CKaHOaIbHOW.

— Hy! Hy!

— Mademoiselle Blanche TpeTbero rona, Bo BpeMms
ce3oHa yxe bbisla 30ecb, B PyneteHbypre. N a Toxe
3gecb Haxoawunca. Mademoiselle Blanche Torpga He
Ha3bliBaslacb mademoiselle de Cominges, paBHOMEPHO U
MaTb ee madame veuve Cominges Torga He
cywiectBoBasa. o kKpanHen mepe 0 Hen He 6blno u
nomnuy. He-Npne — Le-Ipue Toxe He 6bI10. A NuTalo
rnybokoe ybexaneHue, 4YTO OHW He TOJIbKO He POAHS
Mexnay cobol, HO ga)ke U 3HaKOMbl BeCbMa HedaBHO.
Mapknsom [Le-I'pne ctan ToXe BeCbMa HedaBHO — A B
3TOM YBEPEH Mo 0A4HOMY 0BCTOATENbCTBY. [laXke MOXXHO
npeanosioXXnTb, 4YTO OH M He-I'pue cTan Ha3biBaTbCAH
HenaBHo. {  3Haw  340eCb  OAOHOroO  YesioBeKa,
BCTpeYaBLUero ero v noa Apyrum MMeHem.

— Ho Beflb OH UMeeT OeNCTBUTENIbHO COJIMAHbLIA KPYr
3HakoMcTBa?



— O, 210 MoXxXeT bbIThb. [laxxe mademoiselle Blanche
ero MoxeTt uMmeTb. Ho TpeTbero roga mademoiselle
Blanche, no »xanobe aton camon 6apoHecchl, MNoay4mna
npurnaweHne oT 3gewHen NoANLMN NOKNHYTb ropoa u
MOKWHYNa ero.

— Kak Tak?

— OHa nosiBUIACb TOrga 34ecb crnepsa C OOHUM
NTaNbAHUEM, KaKUM-TO KHSA3EM, C WUCTOPUYECKUM
MMEHEeM 4TO-TO Bpoae bapbepunHn nnm 4To-To Noxoxxee.
YenoBek BeCb B MEPCTHAX N OpunnmaHTax, U gake He
danbwmBbiX. OHUM €34 B YOAUBUTEJSIbHOM 3KUMNaXKe.
Mademoiselle Blanche wurpana B trente et quarante
CHa4daJjla Xopowo, NoTOM el CTaNlo CUWIbLHO M3MEHATb
cyacTue; Tak A NpuUnomMmHalo. 9 NMoOMHIO, B OOUH Be4vep
OHa npowurpasa 4YpessblHanHyo cyMMy. Ho BCcero xyxe,
4yTO un beau matin __ ee KHHA3b Mc4Ye3 HeunsBeCTHO
KyOa; UcHesnm v sowagu, N 3KUna>k — BCe UcYesso.
[onr B oTene y>acHbln. Mademoiselle 3enbM a (BMecTo
bapbepnHn oHa BAOpyr obpaTmnacb B mademoiselle
3enbM'y) 6bl1a B nocnegHen crteneHn otyvyasHusa. OHa
BblJTa W BUW3XaJsla Ha BeCb OTeJsib WU pas3opsBasa B
beweHcTBE CBOe nnaTbe. TyT Xe B oTesne CTosA/ oAuH
MnonbCkMm rpad (Bce nyTewecTBYyOWME TMONAKN —
rpadbl), 1 mademoiselle 3enbM a, pa3pbiBaBLUass CBOW
nJaaTbs N LapanaBllas, Kak KolKa, CBOe JINL0 CBONMU
MpPeKpacHbIMN, BbIMbITbIMU B AyXaX pyKaMu, Npounseena
Ha Hero HekoTopoe BrnevyaTsieHne. OHWN MeperoBopun,
n K obeny oHa yTewmnacb. Beyepom oH NOABUACS C HEN
noa pykKy B Bokcane. Mademoiselle 3enbM a cmesnacs,
Mo cBoeMy O0DObIKHOBEHMUIO, BECbMa FPOMKO, N B MaHepax
€ee O0Ka3aloCb HecKosibko 6onee pa3Ba3HocTU. OHa
MnocTynuaa NpsaMo B TOT pa3psan urparLwmx Ha pyneTke
naMm, KOTopble, noaxons K CTOJly, W30 BCen Cubl
OTTaJIKUBAIOT NJEYOM Urpoka, 4Tobbl 04MCTUTL cebe
MeCTO. 3TO 0COBEeHHbIN 34eCb WKWK Y 3TUX AaM. Bbl ux,
KOHEeYHOo, 3aMeTuan?



— O pa.

— He ctouT u 3amedaTb. K pgocage nopsgodyHoU
nyoankKn, oHnM 34ecb He NepeBoaAATCS, N0 KpanHen mepe
T€ U3 HUX, KOTOpPble MEHAT KaXXAbll OEeHb Yy CToNa
TbiCcA4edpaHKOBbIE BuneTbl. BNnpoyeM, Kak TOJSIbKO OHU
nepecTtalT MeHATb 6buneTbl, UX TOoTYaC MPOCAT
yoanntbcsa. Mademoiselle 3enbM a euwie npogosikana
MeHATb buneTbl, HO Urpa ee LwWna eue HecyacTamBeee.
3ameTbTe cebe, 4TO 3TN OaMbl BeCbMa 4aCTO WUrpawoT
CYaCT/IMBO; Y HUX yauBUTENbHOEe BnageHume coboto.
BripoyeMm, nctopmsa mMmos KoH4eHa. OgHa)kabl, TOYHO TakK
XKe KaK N KHA3b, ncyes n rpad. Mademoiselle 3enbm a
SIBUJ1aCb BEYEPOM UrpaTb Yy>Ke 0[Ha; Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKTO
He SABWICA MNpensioxXuTb en pykKy. B gBa OHA OHa
npourpasacb OKOHYaTesnbHO. [loCcTaBMB nocnegHnn
nynnoop M npourpas ero, oHa OoCMOTpesiaCb KPYrom wu
yBunaena noane cebs bapoHa Bypmeprenbma, KOToOpbIn
O4YeHb BHUMATEJSIbHO U C raybokumM HerogoBaHMEM ee
paccmaTpuBas. Ho  mademoiselle 3enbM a  He
pa3rnsgena HerogoBaHUsa 1, obpaTUBLLUNCL K BapoHY C
N3BECTHOW YyNbIOKON, Monpocuia NOCTaBUTb 3a Hee Ha
KpaCHylo pOecaTb nywugoposB. Bcneacrtesme 3Toro, no
»Xasobe 6HapoHeccbl, OHa K Beyvyepy Moayydmna
npurnaweHne He noka3sbiBaTbCHa 6onee B BoKcane. Ecnum
Bbl YOUBMAETECb, HTO MHE U3BECTHbI BCE 3TN MENKne U
COBEPLUEHHO HenpuanyHble noapobHoCcTn, TO 3TO
MOTOMY, YTO CJibllLIAN 9 UX OKOHYATEeNIbHO OT MUCTepa
dnpepa, o4HOro Moero poAcCTBEHHUKA, KOTOPbIA B TOT
»Xe Beyep yBe3 B cBoeln konsicke mademoiselle 3enbm’y
n3 PyneteHbypra B Cna. Tenepb MOMMUTE:
mademoiselle Blanche xo4eT ObITb reHepasnbllen,
BEPOATHO A28 Toro, 4Tobbl BNpeab He nojay4vyaTb TakKux
npurnaweHnn, Kak TpeTbero roga oOT NoAuuUnKU
BOKCasla. Tenepb OHa Yy>Xe He UrpaeT; HO 3TO MoTOMY,
4YyTO Tenepb y HeEW Mo BCEM MNpPU3HaKaM eCcTb KanuTan,
KOTOPbIA OHa CCy>aeT 3AEelHUM WUrpokaMm Ha



MPouUeHTbl. 3TO ropa3no pacyeTnmeee. A paxe
Mnoao3peBald, YHTO enl AO0JIKEH N HeCYaCTHbIN reHepan.
MoxeT ObITb, Ao/mkeH n Le-Mpune. MoxeT ObITb, [e-
pne ¢ Hen B KoMnaHun. CornacmTecb CaMu, 4TO, MO
KpanHen mepe 0o cBaabObl, OHa bbl He XXenana noyemy-
nmbo obpatutb Ha cebda BHUMaHMe OapoHecChl W
bapoHa. OOHMM C/IOBOM, B €€ TMOJIOXXEHUN €en BCero
MeHee BbIrofleH CKaHAaasn. Bbl )Ke CBSA3aHbl C X OOMOM,
M BalWlK MOCTYNKW MOram BO3OyAUTb CKaHAan, Tem
bonee 4YTo OHa KaKAOo4HEBHO ABAsSeTCHA B Nybnnke noa
PYKY C reHepasoMm wuam ¢ wmucc TllonnHow. Tenepb
noHMMaeTe?

— HeT, He noHnmal! — BCKpuYaa A, N30 BCEN CUJIbI
CTYKHYB MO CTOMYy TakK, 4To garcon[__] npunbexan B
ncriyre.

— Ckaxute, mucrtep AcTnen, — TnMoBTOpWUI 9 B

NCCTYMNJIEHNN, — €CJIN Bbl Y)XKe 3HaJIn BCIO 3TY UCTOPUIO,
a CcNnencTtBeHHO, 3HaeTe HauM3yCTb, YTO Takoe
mademoiselle Blanche de Cominges, To Kakum obpa3om
He npegynpegunn Bbl XOTb MEHS, CaMOro redHepana,
HakKoHeW, a rJsaBHoe, M™Mucc T[losanHy, KoTopas
MokasblBaslaCcb 34eCb B BokKcane, B nybnauke, c
mademoiselle Blanche nog pyky? Pa3Be 3TO BO3MOXHO?

— Bac npepynpexpaTb MHe Obl10 He4vero, NoTomy
YTO Bbl HWYEro He MOrAM cpesiatb, — CMNOKOMHO
oTBeYan muctep Actnen. — A BMNpoyYeM, U O YeM
npegynpexaaTts? [eHepan, MoxeT 6bITb, 3HaeT O
mademoiselle Blanche ewe 6onee, 4eM A, U BCe-Taku
MPorysanBaeTcsa C He U ¢ Mucc lNonnHon. NeHepan —
HecHYaCTHbIN  4Yenosek. {A Buaen BYepa, Kak
mademoiselle Blanche ckakana Ha npekpacHon nowagn
C monsieur [e-pne n C 3TUM MaJIeHbKUM PYCCKUM
KHS3EeM, @ reHepasi CKakas 3a HUMN Ha pbXen nowanan.
OH yTpOM roBOpwJI, 4TO y Hero 6oAAT HOrK, HO Nocagka
ero 6blna xopowa. N BOT B 3TO-TO MIHOBEHUE MHe
BOPYr MNPULWIO HAa MbIC/Ib, 4YTO 3TO COBEPLUEHHO



normbwmnm yenosek. K ToMy e BCe 3TO HE MOe Aeno, 1
A TOJIbKO HeAaBHO MMen 4YecCTb y3HaTb Mucc lMonuHy. A
BrNpo4yeM (CroxsaTuUNCA BAPYr MUCTep ACTNen), a9 yxe
CKa3aJl BaM, YTO He MOry npu3HaTb BallX NpaBa Ha
HEeKOTOopble BOMPOCbI, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO WUCKPEHHO
Bac nobno...

— JloBOJILHO, — CKa3an s, BCTaBasd, — Ternepb MHe
SICHO, KaK OeHb, 4TO N mMucc lNosinHe BCe U3BECTHO O
mademoiselle Blanche, HO 4TO OHa He MOXeT
paccTtaTbCAa CO CcBOMM dpaHLy30M, a noToMy =
pewaeTca rynsate ¢ mademoiselle Blanche. lNMoeepbTe,
YTO HWUKaKWe apyrme BANAHUA He 3acTasuaunm bbbl ee
rynate ¢ mademoiselle Blanche n ymonsaTte MeHA B
3anncke He TporaTb 6apoHa. TyT UMEHHO O0J1)KHO bbITb
3TO BJINAHME, npen KOoTopbiM BCe ckioHgeTcal W,
OQHAKO, Belb OHa >Xe MeHdA WU HanycTuna Ha bapoHa!
YepT BO3bMU, TYT HMUYero He pasbepellb!

— Bbl 3abbiBaeTe, BO-NMepBbIX, 4TO 3Ta mademoiselle
de Cominges — HeBeCTa reHepasna, a BO-BTOPbIX, 4TO Y
Mucc MonuvHbl, Nagy4yepuubl reHepasna, €eCTb MaJIeHbKUN
bpaT 1 ManeHbKasa cecTpa, poaHble OeTU reHepana, yx
COBepLUEHHO OpoLeHHbIe 3TUM cymacwenLmm
4es/I0BEKOM, a KaxkeTcs, n orpabneHHble.

— [Ha, pa! 3710 Tak! yntm oTr geTtem — 3HAYUT YX
COBEPLUEHHO WX OpoCUTb, OCTaTbCA —  3HAYUT
3alUMTUTL UX WHTEepechbl, a MoXeT 6biTb, U cnacTu
KJI0O4KN nMmeHunda. [la, oa, Bce 3To npasga! Ho Bce-Takuy,
Bce-Takn! O, 9 NnoHMMalo, No4emMy BCe OHWN TaK Tenepb
NHTepecytTcsa babyneHbkon!

— O KOM? — cnpocun muctep AcTnen.

— O Towm cTaponm BeabMe B MocCKkBe, KOTOpad He
yMUpaeT M O KOTOPOM XAOYT TesierpaMmbl, YTO OHa
yMperT.

— Hy pa, KOHe4YHo, BeCb UHTepecC B HeW coeaunHUICS.
Bce peno B Hacneactse! O6bABUTCA HacnencTBoO, W



reHepan »eHutcs; ™Mucc [lonmHa bGygetr ToXxe
pa3Bda3aHa, a Le-lpue...

— Hy, a Ode-l'pune?

— A [Je-Tpue byayT 3ansiavyeHbl AeHbrn; OH TOro
TO/IbKO 34€eCb U XAerT.

— Tonbko! Bbl AymMaeTe, TONIbKO 3TOro n xaetT?

— bonee 4 HuM4yero He 3Halo, — YMNOPHO 3aMoOJI4all
MucTtep AcTnen.
— A 4 3Halo, A 3Haw! — noBTOpUS A B APOCTU, — OH

TOXXe XOeT HacsnencTea, NoTomMy 4T1o llosiMHa nonyydnT
npunoaHoe, a NoJIiy4mB OEeHbrn, TOTHaC KUHETCH eMy Ha
weto. Bce XxeHWwWHbl TakoBbl! N1 caMmble ropable U3 HUX
— CaMbIMU-TO nownbiMu pabamm n BbixoaAaT! NonuHa
CNocobHa TOJIbKO CTpaCTHO Ntobuntb 1 bonblue HU4Yero!
BoT mMmoe MHeHue o Hen! lMornaante Ha Hee, ocobeHHOo
Korga OHa CcuMauT ogHa, 3aAyMaBLUUCh: 3TO — YTO-TO
npegHasHa4YeHHoe, NMpPUroBopeHHoe, NpoknaT oe! OHa
CcnocobHa Ha BCe y>XacCbl XW3HW W CTpacTW... OHa...
OHa... HO KTO 3TO 30BeT MeHA? — BOCKJIMKHYN 4
BOpyr. — KTO Kpunuut? 4 cCnblwan, 3akpuyannm no-
pycckn: «Anekcenm WMeaHoBU4!» MXKeHCKUN  roJoc,
cabllnTe, cnbliwnTe!

B 2To BpeMa Mbl noaxogunm K Hawemy oTesito. Mbl
NAaBHO y>)Xe, MoYTWM He 3aMeyas Toro, octaBuam Kadge.

— 4 cnblWwan XXeHCKue KPWUKKU, HO He 3Hak, KOoro
30BYT; 3TO TMO-PYyCCKW; Tenepb 8 BWXY, OTKyAa
KPUKN, — yKa3biBaJsl MuUcTep ACTNien, — 3TO KPUYNT Ta
KEHLWWHa, KoTopas cuanT B 60sbLIOM Kpecne wu
KOTOPYIO BHEC/IN CcenyacC Ha KPblIbLO CTOJILKO J1aKeeB..
C3aanm HecyT 4yeMOoAaHbl, 3HAYUT, TOJILKO 4TO npuexan
noesn.

— Ho noyemy oHa 30BeT MeHA? OHa onATb KPUYNUT,;
CMOTpPWUTE, OHa HaM MalleT.

— 4 BUXKY, 4TO OHa MalleT, — CcKka3an mMuctep AcCTnen.

— Anekcen WMBaHoBu4! Anekcen WBaHoBUY! AX,
rocrnoaun, 4To 3TOo 3a onyx! — pa3faBajinCb OTHaAAHHLIE



KPUKW C KpblJibLUa OoTens.

Mbl mo4Tn nobexann K noabesny. A BCTYNWUA Ha
nnowagky u... pykm Mom onyCTUINCb OT U3YMJIeHUd, a
HOMM TakK N NPUPOCSIN K KaMHIO.



NnaBa IX

Ha BepxHenm naouwagke WUPOKOro KpblibLia OTens,
BHECEHHAA MO CTYMEeHAM B Kpecjlax WU OKpYyXeHHas
cnyramm, C/IY>KaHKaMu n MHOMOYNCNEHHOIO
nonoboCcTpacTHOK Yenaabld oTend, B MNPUCYTCTBUN
camoro obep-kenbHepa, Bblllegwero BCTPETUTb
BbICOKYIO TMOCETUTENbHULY, TpUexXaBlyld C TakKuMm
TPECKOM U WYyMOM, C COOCTBEHHOK MPUCIYrol U C
cToNibkKnmMmm 6bHaynamm mn 4YemopaHaMu, Boccegana —
babywka! [a, aTo 6bIsla OHa cama, rpo3Hasa n boraTas,
ceMmnpaecaTunaTunieTHaa AHTOHMLOA BacunbeBHa
TapaceBu4eBa, noMewmua M MockoBckad 6apbiHA, la
baboulinka, o0 KoTopom nyckanucb w”n nNoJsy4anaucb
TenerpaMmmbl, ymmpasLwas M He yMmepllas U KoTopad
BOPYr cama, COOCTBEHHOJZINYHO, SBUIACb K HaM Kak
cHer Ha ronoBy. OHa 4Bunacb, xota mn 6e3 Hor,
HOCMMas, KakK KU BCcerga, BO BCe rnocaegHue natb NeT, B
Kpecnax, Ho, no obblkHOBeHUO cBoeMy, 6ounkas,
3a0pHas, caMoOoBOJIbHAsA, NPAMO Cuasasd, rPOMKO U
MnoBeNNTEeNIbHO Kpuydaulas, Bcex bpaHsawasa, — HY TOYb-
B-TOYb TaKas, Kak s MMes 4eCTb BUAEeTb ee pa3a ABa, C
TOro BpPpEMEHU KakK onpenenunsica B reHepanbCKUN OOM
yuntenem. ECTeCTBEHHO, 4TO 4 CTOA/ nMpen Het
MCTYKAHOM OT yauBneHus. OHa e pa3srnagena MeHs
CBOVM pPbICbMM B3rns40M eule 3a CTO wWwaros, Korga ee
BHOCU/IM B Kpechnax, Yy3Hana W KJIUMKHYNla MeHs Mo
MMEHU W OTYEeCTBY, 4YTO TOXe, no O6bbIKHOBEHUIO
CBOEMY, pa3 HaBcerga 3anoMHuna. «W >34akylo-To
XOann snaeTb B rpoby, CXOPOHEHHYID M OCTaBUBLLYIO
HacnencTBO, — MNPOJIETENIO Y MEHS B MbIC/AIAX, — Aa OHa
BCEX HAaC U Becb oTenb nepexuseT! Ho, 6boxe, 4TO X
3To Oypetr Tenepb C Hawummun, 410 OypeT Tenepb C



reHepasom! OHa BeCb OTeNlb Tenepb repeBepHeT Ha
CTOPOHY!»

— Hy 410 X Tbl, 6aTIOWKA, CTas Npeno MHOW, rnasa
BbiMy4ns! —  npodosikasna Kpuy4aTb Ha  MeHs
babyllka, — MOKJOHUTbLCA-NO340POBATLCA HE yMeellb,
4yTO NIN? Anb 3aropgunacs, He xo4dewb? ANlb, MOXKET, He
y3Han? Cnblwunwb, loTanbid, — obpaTunacb OHa K
cegoMy CTapuyky, Bo dpake, B 6esnoMm ranctyke m c
PO30BOW JNIbICUHOW, cBoemy OBOpeLKoMY,
conpoBoOXaBLeMy ee B BOsS)Xe, — CabllWUWb, He
y3HaeT! CxopoHunun! Tenerpammy 3a TenerpaMmmolo
rnocblnann: ymepia asan He ymepnaa? Beob 4 Bce 3Hato! A
S, BOT BUAWLb, N XXUBEXOHbKA.

— Momunynte, AHTOHMAA BacunbeBHa, C 4ero MHe-TO
BaM XyOoro »Kenatb? — Becesio oOTBedvYan 4
OYHYBLUNCb, — S TOJNIbKO OblN yauBneH... la n Kak xe
He NOAUBUTLCA, TaK HEOXKNLAAHHO...

— A y10 Tebe yamsutenbHoro? Cena ga noexana. B
BaroHe MNMOKOWMHO, TOJZIYKOB HeT. Tbl rynaTb XO4WUN, 4TO
nn?

— [Ma, npowienca K Bokcany.

— 34ecb Xopowo, — cka3sana babyuwka, o3npasdcb, —
Tenno n gepesbs boraTtblie. 3To A Aoba! Hawm goma?
[[eHepan?

— O! poma, B 3TOT 4ac, HaBepHO, BCe AoMa.

— Ay HUX 1 30eCb YacCbl 3aBefeHbl N BCe LLepeMoHun?
TOHY 3apalT. DKUMax, A cCablwana, gepxat, les
seigneurs russes! __  [llpocBucCTanmcb, TakK W 3a
rpaHuyy! N NpackoBbsA C HUM?

— W NonnHa AnekcaHOpoBHa TOXe.

— W dpaHuy3mwka? Hy Oa camMa BCex YBUXY.
Anekcen iBaHOBMY, NMoOKa3biBan OOPOry, NPsMoO K HeEMY.
Tebe-To 34€Cb XOpPOLIO Nn?

— Tak cebe, AHTOHMAa BacunbeBHa.

— A Tbl, TloTanbl4, CKa>Xm 3TOMY OJIyXYy, KenbHepy,
4100 MHe yaobHyl KBapTUPYy OTBESIN, XOPOLUYH, He



BbICOKO, Tyda M Beln cendac nepeHecun. [la 4yero Bcem-
TO COBATbCA MEHS HecTu? Yero oHn nesyT? IKune pabsol!
3T0o KTO € To6on? — obpaTmiacb OHa OMSATb KO MHe.

— 2T0 Mmuctep AcTsien, — oTBedarn 1.

— Kakoun Takon muctep Actnen?

— lMyTewecTBEHHNK, MO 000OPbLIN 3HAKOMbIW;, 3HAaKOM
N C reHepassom.

— AHrnnM4aHmMH. To-TO OH YCTaBWUICA Ha MeHs 1 3yboB
He pa3XxumaeT. 4, Bnpoyem, Nba aHramydaH. Hy,
TalwnTe HaBepx, MPSAMO K HUM Ha KBapTUpPy; roe OoHun
Tam?

BabywKky noHecnu; 9 wen Bnepean Mo LMPOKON
nectHuue otensa. LUWectBne Hawe 6bIJI0O 04eHb
3¢pheKTHoe. Bce, KToO nonaganancb, — oCTaHaBMBAINCh
U CMOTpPEesin BO BCe rnasa. Haw oTtesib cH4MUTaANICA CaMbiM
Ny4wunm, CaMbIM 0OpPOrnm n CaMbIM
AapUCTOKpaTUYeCKMM Ha Bogdax. Ha nectHuue wn B
Kopuaopax Bcerna BCTPeYalTCa BeJIMKOJIENHbIe OaMbl
N Ba>Hble aHrnnm4yaHe. MHorve ocBenoMJIANINCL BHU3Y Y
obep-kKenbHepa, KOTOPbIA, C CBOEW CTOPOHbI, OblN
rnyboko nopaxeH. OH, KOHEeYHO, oTBe4Yanl BCEM
cnpawmBaBLUMM, 4YTO 3TO Ba)XXHas WHOCTpPaHKa, une
russe, une comtesse, grande dame __ #”n 4TO OHa
3aMMeT TO CcaMoe nMnoMeuleHne, KOTopoe 3a Heneso
TOMYy Ha3an 3aHuMana la grande duchesse de N __ .
[MoBenunTtenbHasd n B/llaCTUTEsIbHAS HAaPY>XHOCTb
6abylwkn, BO3HOCMMOWM B KpecnaxX, 6blsla NPUYHUHOLD
rnaBHoro sdgdgekTa. lpn BCTpede CO BCAKMM HOBbIM
JIMUOM OHa ToT4ac obmepuBana ero AOOOMNbITHLIM
B3rndgoM M O BCeX FPOMKO MeHS paccrnpalwlimsana.
babywka 6blsla 13 KPYnNHOM MopoAdbl, U XOTA U He
BCTaBaJla C KpeceJs, HO NMpenyyBCTBOBAJIOCh, MNsa4s Ha
Hee, 4YTO OHa BeCbMa BbICOKOro pocta. CrnunHa ee
ep>ajacb MNPSAMO, KakK [0CKa, U He onupanacb Ha
Kpecno. Cepaqa, 6onblwasg ee rososa, C KPYMNHbIMU U
pe3KMMKM 4YepTaMn numua, Oep>kanacb BBepX; rnagena



OHA KaK-TO [Oa)Xe 33aHOCYMBO U C BbI3OBOM; U BUOHO
Oblno, 4YTO B3rNS4 W XXeCTbl €e COBEpPLUEHHO
HaTypasbHbl. HECMOTPSA Ha cemMbAecaT NATb NeT, AMuo
ee 6blI0 O0BOJILHO CBEXO W Aake 3ybbl He COBCEM
noctpagann. Ogeta oHa 6bila B YEePHOM LIESIKOBOM
nnatbe n B 6enom Yyenyuke.

— OHa 4pe3BblHaHO UHTepecyeT MeHdA, — LernHyn
MHe, MNoAblMasiCb PAOOM CO MHOI, MUCTep AcThen.
«O Tenerpammax OHa 3HaeT, — noayman a, — [e-

[pne en TOXe wu3BecTeH, HO m-lle Blanche eue,
KaXXeTCs, Maslo M3BeCTHa». A ToTyac e coobwmn ob
3TOM MUCTepy AcCTNelo.

pewHbIn YenoBek! TOMIbKO 4YTO MPOLUIO MOe nepsoe
yauBNneHune, a9 y>xacHo obpagoBasica rpoMoBOMy yaapy,
KOTOPbIN Mbl Mpou3BenemM cenvac y reHepana. MeHs
TOYHO 4TO nopjg3ajgopveano, W 9 wWen Bnepeauv
Yype3Bbl4aHO BeCeno.

Hawmn kBapTupoBasn B TPeTbeEM 3Taxe; S He
OoKflagblBan U ga)ke He rnocTyyan B ABepb, a NPOCTO
pacTBoOpu/al ee HacTexb, u 6abywky BHecaIn C
Tpuymcpom. Bce oHnM b6biin, Kak Hapo4dHo, B cbope, B
KabnHeTe reHepana. bbI0 ABeHaguaTb 4acos, W,
Ka>XeTCs, NPoeKTUpoBasaCb Kakasa-To noesaka, — O4HU
cbupanucb B KOJAACKax, Apyrve Bepxamu, BCeu
KOMMaHnen; Kpome Toro, bbiin ewe npurialeHHble 13
3HaKOMbIX. KpomMme reHepana, [lonHbBI C OgeTbMKU, UX
HAHIOWKW, Haxoaunucb B KabuHeTe: [He-Mpue, m-lle
Blanche, onaTb B aMa30HKe, ee MaTb madame veuve
Cominges, MaJIeHbKUN KHSA3b N elle KAaKOW-TO Y4YeHbIN
nyTelwecTBEHHNK, HEMEL, KOTOPOro A Buaen y HMUxX ewe
B nepBbln pa3. Kpecna ¢ 6abywkon npsamMo onycTunum
nocpeanHe kKabuHeTa, B Tpex wWwarax OT reHepana.
boxe, HMKorga He 3abyny 3Toro BneyvatneHus! lNpen
HallMM BXOOOM reHepasi 4To-TO paccKasbiBas, a [e-
pne ero nonpasndan. Hago 3amMeTuTb, 4TO m-lle
Blanche v [e-I'pue BOT y>Xe AOBa-Tpu OHS MNOYeMy-TO



O4YeHb yXa)kKmBan 3a MaJieHbKUM KHA3eM — a la barbe
du pauvre general __ , n KOMNaHUA X0Tb, MOXET ObITb,
M WCKYCCTBEHHO, HO Oblsla HACTpoOEHa Ha CaMbin
Becenbln W pagywHo-ceMenHbln TOH. [pun Bupge
6abylwkn reHepan Baopyr octonbeHen, pasnHyn poT u
ocTaHoBUACA Ha noncnose. OH CMOTpes Ha Hee,
BbIMYYUB ra3a, Kak OyATO OKOAOBaHHbIM B3ris40M
Bacunmcka. babylwka cMoTpesia Ha Hero ToXe MOoJya,
HEenoABMXXHO, — HO 4YTO 3TO 6bl/1 3@ TOP)XXECTBYOLLNN,
Bbl3bIBAOLLLNIA n HaCcMeLUIMBbIN B3rnsan! OHm
npoCcMoOTpesnn TaK AOpyr Ha JApyra CeKyHp nOecAaATb
OuTbIX, MpY rNyboKoM MOSHYaAHUM BCEX OKPY>XAOLLUX.
He-Ipune CHaYana oLeneHen, HO CKOpO
HeobblKHOBEHHOE ©OEeCnoKOWCTBO 3aMesibkaslo B €ero
nmue. M-lle Blanche nogHsana 6poBu, packpblia poT U
ONKO pa3srnagbiBana 6abywky. KHA3b M yYeHbI B
rnyboKoM HegoOyMEeHUN co3epLanin BCIO 3Ty KapTUHY. Bo
B3rnsane MonnHbI BblPpa3nioCb ype3Bbl4YanHoOe
yanBieHNne n HegoyMeHue, HO BAPYr oHa nobnegHena,
KaK MJaToK; 4Ype3 MUHYTY KpoBb BbICTPO yaapwuia en B
Uo 1 3anuna en weku. la, 3T1o bbisla KaTacTpoda AN
Bcex! 9 TonbKO N genan, 4To NepeBoans MOU B3rAsanbl
oT 6abyLliKn Ha BCcex oKpyKatowmnx n obpatHo. Mucrtep
AcCTnenm CcTosn B CTOPOHEe, Mo CcBoeMy 06bIKHOBEHWIO,
CMNOKOWMHO U YNHHO.

— Hy, BoT wu 4! BmMecTtOo Tenerpammsbl-To! —
pa3pa3uniachk HaKoHell 6abyuwika, npepbiBas
Mon4YaHue. — YT1o, He oXXnaann?

— AHTOHMAOa BacunbeBHa... TeTylWKa... HO KakKuM e
obpa3oMm... — npobopmMoTan HeCYaCTHbIN reHepan. Ecnum
Obl 6abylika He 3aroBopwusa elle HECKOJIbKO CeKYHA,
TO, MOXET ObITb, C HUM ObIN 6bI Yaap.

— Kak Kakumm obpa3som? Cena pa noexana. A
»Xele3Hasd-To Aopora Ha 4To? A Bbl BCE AyManun: 8 yxX
HOrM NPOTSAHYNa U BaM HacneacTBo oCcTaBwuia? 9 Beab
3Hal0, KaK Tbl OTClOAa TenierpaMmbl-TO Nocklnan. [eHer-



TO 4TO 3a HuX nepennatwun, a9 gymatr. OTcioga He
ngeweBo. A g HOrM Ha njaeyn, ga M cwoga. 9To TOT
dpaHuy3? Monsieur He-I'pue, kaxeTca?

— Oui, madame, — noagxsaTtun Le-Ipne, — et croyez,
je suis si enchante... votre sante... c'est un miracle...
VOUS Voir ici, une surprise charmante... __

— To-To charmante; 3Hato 9 Tebd, purnap Toel 34aKON,
na qa-to Tebe BOT Ha CToNE4YKO He Bepw! — U OHa
yKasaJjla eMy CBOM MMU3NHEL. — 3TO KTO Takas, —
obpaTmnacb OHa, VYyKa3biBags Ha m-lle Blanche.
d(pdekTHaa ppaHLyKeHKa, B aMa30HKe, C XJIbICTOM B
pyKe, BWOUMO, ee nopasunia. — 34elHsas, 4To n?

— 270 mademoiselle Blanche de Cominges, a BOT 1
MaMeHbKa ee madame de Cominges; OHN KBAapTUPYIOT B
34eWHeM oTesie. — O0JI0XKNA A.

— 3aMyXeM  [04b-T0? — He  LUepeMOHSACH,
paccnpawmnBana babylika.

— Mademoiselle de Cominges neBuua, — oTBeYan S
KaK MO>XHO MoYTuUTesibHeEe N HAapPO4YHO BNOJIrOs10Ca.

— Becenaqa?

A 6b1J10 HE NOHSAN BOMpOCa.

— He cky4HO Cc Heto? [llo-pycckn noHunmaeT? Bot [Le-
[pne y Hac B MockBe HamMacTayduiaca no-Hawemy-To, C
MATOro Ha gecdaTtoe.

A obbaAcHMN en, 4TO0 mademoiselle de Cominges
HUKoraa He bbina B Poccun.

— Bonjour! — ckazana 0abywka, BAPYr pe3skKo
obpawancek K m-lle Blanche.
— Bonjour, madame, — UEpPeEMOHHO ” W3ALHO

npucena m-lle Blanche, nocnewwusB, nog MOKPOBOM
HeobblIKHOBEHHOM CKPOMHOCTN n BEXJINBOCTH,
BblKka3aTb BCEM BbIpaXeHWeMm nvua u  durypesl
ypes3BblHaHOEe YAMBAEHME K TakKOMy CTpPaHHOMY
BOMPOCY 1 obpalleHuto.

— 0, rnasa onycTuna, MaHepHn4yaeT 7
LLepeMOHHNYAET; cenvyac BUAHa NTULA; aKTPUCa KaKas-



HMbyaob. 9 34ecb B oOTesle BHU3Y OCTaHoOBW/IACb, —
obpaTunacb OHa BAPYr K reHepasny, — cocegka Tebe
oyay; pan wnn He pan?

— O Tetywka! [lloBepbTe WCKPEHHUM YyBCTBaM...
MOEero ynooBOJIbCTBUSA, — noaxsaTwus reHepas. OH yxe
OTYaCTM OMNOMHWJICA, @ TaK KakK Mpu csiy4ae OH yMeJ
roOBOPUTb YOA4YHO, Ba>XHO WU C T[peTeH3ner Ha
HEeKOTOpPbIN 3PPEKT, TO NPUHANCA PACNPOCTPAHATLCSH U
Tenepb. — Mbl OblIN TakK BCTPEBOXKEHbI U MOPaXKEHbI
M3BeCTUAMM O BalWleM He3aopoBbe... Mbl nony4yanu
Takne 6esHagexxHble TesierpamMmmbl, U BAPYT...

— Hy, Bpeuwsb, Bpewb! — nepebuna Totyac babylika.

— Ho kakmm obpasom, — Toxxe nockopeun nepebun u
BO3BbICWJ1 FOJIOC reHepas, NocTapaBLUNCb HE 3aMeTUTb
3TOr0 «Bpelwb», — Kakum obpa3omM Bbl, OOHaKO,
pewnnncb Ha TakKyto noesaky? Cornacmtecb camMu, 4TO
B BalUMUX sleTax U nNpu BalleM 3[40pPOBbE... N0 KpanHen
Mepe BCe 3TO TaK HeOoXWOAHHO, 4YTO MOHATHO Hawe
yaouveneHne. Ho a4 Tak paf... u Mbl BCe (OH Ha4ars
YMWUJIbHO N BOCTOPXXEHHO yNblbaTbCA) NocTapaemMcs 130
BCEX cun caoenaTb BaM 34eWHnNn Ce30H
HANUMPUATHENLLNM MNPENPOBOXOEHNEM...

— Hy, pososbHO; 60NTOBHA NycTas; Haropogwuna no
06bIKHOBEHUIO; 1 U CaMa CyMel MpPoXuUTb. Bnpo4em, u
OT BaC He MpoYb; 3/71a He noMH. Kaknm obpasom, Thl
cnpawmuBaewb. [a 410 TYyT yamButenobHoro? CaMbIM
npoctenwmnm obpasomMm. N 4yero oHM BCe YAUBASAIOTCS.
3apaBcTBYN, NpackoBbs. Thl 34eCb 4TO Aeslaellb?

— 3apaBcTBYynTE, 6babywka, — cka3ana [lonuHa,
Npnbnn>xxasacb K HEN, — AaBHO SIn B gopore?

— Hy, BOT 2Ta yMHee BCex crnpocwusa, a To: ax ga ax!
BoT Bnavwb Tbl: Nexana-nexasna, Nednnn-nedmnn, s
OOKTOPOB NporHasa n rnossasia rnoHomaps oT HuKonbl.
OH oT Takonm e 6osie3Hn ceHHon Tpyxom oaHy 6aby
Bblsieyusi. Hy, m MHe nomor; Ha TpeTunm p[OeHb BCH
BCroTesna M nogHsanacb. NMotoMm ondaTb cobpanncb mMou



HeMUbI, Hagennm OYKM W CcTannm paanTb: «Ecam Obl
Tenepb, FOBOPAT, 3a rpaHULy Ha BOObl U KYpC B3ATb,
Tak coBceM Obl 3aBajibl Npowan». A Mo4YemMy >Xe HeT,
aymaio?  [ypb-3aXXUrMHbl  pa3axajncb:«Kyoa Baw,
ropopqaT, poexaTtb!». Hy, BoT-Te Ha! B oOMH [OeHb
cobpanacb M Ha MNpowWsON Hedene B NATHUUY B3sna
neBywky, na [lloTanbi4a, fa depnopa naked, Oa 3TOro
depopa wu3 bepnanHa © nporHana, MOTOMY: BUXY,
COBCEM ero He Hajo, U oOdHa-OoAUHelleHbKa foexana
Obl... BaroH 6epy ocobeHHbIN, @ HOCUbLINKN Ha BCEX
CTaHUMNAX eCTb, 3a [OBYFrPMBEHHbIN Kyda X04ellb
DoHecyT. VWb Bbl KBapTUpPy HaHMMaeTe Kakyw! —
3aKJ1lo4MNa OHa ocMaTpuBadACb. — W3 Kakux 3TO Tbl
neHer, baTiowka? Beab Bce y Tebsa B 3anore. OgHoMy
3TOMY (ppaHLYy3ULLKe 4YTO O0JIKEeH AeHbXuul-Tto! 4 Beab
BCe 3Halo, BCe 3Halo!

— 4, TeTywka... — Havasn redHepan, BecCb
CKOH(Y3MBLWINCb, — A YOUBNAKOCb, TeTywkKa... 4,
KaXxeTcs, Mory un 6e3 4ybero-nmbo KOHTPOA... NPUTOM
>Ke MOW pacxonbl He MpeBbIWakT MOUX CpencTs, U Mbl
30echb...

— Y Tebsa-To He npeBblWaoT? ckaszan! Y geten-to,
OOJIXXHO ObITb, MocneanHee y>< 3arpabwus, onekyH!

— [locne »>3Toro, nocne TakKux CNOB... — Ha4an
reHepas B HerogoBaHuUM, — A y>XXe U He 3Halo...

— To-TO He 3Haewsb! HebOCb 34€eCb OT PYNEeTKU He
oTXoaunwWb? Becb npocBucTanca?

feHepan 6bln Tak NOpPa>KeH, 4TO YyTb He 3axJiebHyncs
OT NMpwuanBea B3BOJIHOBAHHbLIX YYBCTB CBOUX.

— Ha pynetke! 4?7 Tllpun ™MoeM 3HayeHuwn... H?
OnoMHUTECb, MaTyuwKa, Bbl ewe, AO0JIKHO 6biTh,
He340pPOBbLI...

— Hy, Bpewb, Bpewsb; HebOCb OTTAWNTL HE MOryT,;
BCe Bpewb! A BOT MOCMOTPI, 4YTO 3TO 3a pPYyJeTKa
Takad, cerogHsa »xe. Thbl, [1packoBbA, MHe pacCKaxu, rge
4YTO 3[€eCb OCMAaTpuBAlOT, Aa BOT U Anekcen VMiBaHOBUY



MoKaXkeT, a Tbl, [loTanbI4, 3anncbiBav BCe MecCTa, Kyaa
exaTb. YTo 34ecb ocMaTpuBalT? — obpaTmnacb BOpPYyr
OHa ondaTb K NMonnHe.

— 30ecb ecTb 6aM3kKo pasBasiMHbl 3aMKa, MNOTOM
LLinaHreHbepr.

— Y710 570 WWNnaHrenbepr? Pouwa, 4To nn?

— HeT, He pouwia, 3TO ropa; TamMm nNyaHT...

— Kakowu Takown nyaHT?

— Camasa BbiClWIass TO4YKa Ha rope, Oropo>KeHHoe
MecTo. OTTyna Bmna 6ecnonobHbin.

— DTO Ha ropy-To Kpecna TawuTb? BcTawart anb
HeT?

— O, HOCUJIbLLMKOB CbICKaTb MOXXHO, — OTBeYan 4.

B 3To Bpemda nogowsa 340poBaTbCsad K Oabywke
denochs, HAHIOWKaA, U NnoaBesia reHepasibCKUX aeTeun.

— Hy, He4yero nobwizatbcs! He nobnio uenoBaThbCa C
netbMun: BCe pneTtm conameble. Hy, Tbl KakKk 34ecCh,
depnocba?

— 30eCb O4YMHHO, O4YMHHO XO0powo, MaTywkKa
AHTOHMNOa BacunbeBHa, — oTBeTUNa Pepocbsd. — Kak
BaM-TO ©Obl10, MaTywka? YX Mbl TakKk nOpo Bac
n36one3HoBaInCh.

— 3Halo, TblI-TO NpocTas Aywa. ITO 4TO Yy BacC, BCe
roCTu, 4TO NnN? — obpaTmnacb oHa onATb K [lonnHe. —
ITO KTO MJOraBeHbKNUM-To, B 0O4KaxX?

— KHa3b Hunbckun, babyuwka, — npowenTana en
[MonnHa.

— A pycckmin? A a4 nymana, He nommeT! He cnbixan,
MoXXeT bbITb! Muctepa Actnesa s yxxe sBuagena. [a BoT
OH ONATb, — yBMAaNa ero babyuwka, — 3apaBcTBynTe!

— obpaTuiacb OHa BAPYr K HEMY.

MucTep ACTnier Mos4a en NoKJOHWIICS.

— Hy, 4TO Bbl MHe CcKa)xeTe xopowiero? CKa>kute 4T1o-
HUbyab! Mepesean emy 3T1o0, MNonunHa.

MonnHa nepesBena.



— To, 4TO A rAsXKy Ha Bac ¢ 60AbLWIMM YO0BO/ILCTBNEM
N pagykcCb, 4TO Bbl B A06poM 300p0OBbe, — CEPbE3HO,
HO C 4pe3Bbl4aMHOK TOTOBHOCTbID OTBETW/T MUCTEP
Actnen. babywke nepesenn, U €W, BUAMMO, 3TO

MOHPAaBWNIOCh.
— KakK aHrnmyaHe BcCerga Xopowo oTBeYyalT, —
3aMeTuNla OHa. — d no4yemy-To Bcerga nwbuna

aHrn4aH, CpaBHeHMd HeT C  (paHuysnwkKamm!
3axognTe Ko MHe, — obpaTuiacb OHa ONATb K MUCTEPY
Actneto. — TllocTapatoCb BaC He 0O4eHb 00ecnokouTb.
[lepeBenn 3TO eMy, Oa CKa>Kun eMy, 4YTO A 34eCb BHU3Y,
34eCb BHU3Y,

— CAblWWNTe, BHMU3Y, BHWU3Y, — TMOBTOpSAJSla OHa
MUCTepy ACTJielo, YyKa3blBad nanbuemMm BHU3, Muctep
AcTnen 6bin 4pe3BblHaHO AOBOJIEH MPUrAallEeHUeEM.

Babywka BHMMaTENbHbIM W [OOBOJIbHbIM B3ras40M
orsiagesia c HOr Ao rosaosbl MNoanHy.

— 4 6bl Tebs, NpackoBbs, nobuna, — BAPYr CKa3ana
OHa, — [OeBKa Tbl CNaBHadA, nydywe wux Bcex, [Aa
XapakTepuwko y Teba — yx! Hy ga n y meHsa xapakrep;
MOBEPHUCL-KaA; 3TO Yy Tebs He HakNadKa B BOJIOCAX-TO?

— HeT, 6abywika, csow.

— To-To, He nwbnw TenepewHen raynon Moabl.
Xopowa Tbl 04eHb. A Obl B Tebsa Bnwbunacb, ecnm 6
Oblna KaBasiepoM. Yero 3amMyX-TO He BbiIxoauwb? Ho,
OoA4HaKo, nopa MHe. I norynatb Xo4eTCHd, a TO BCe BaroH
fa BaroH... Hy 4TOo Tbl, BCe ewWwe cepaunwbca? —
obpaTuiacb oHa K reHepany.

— loMunynTe, TeTylwkKa, nosHoTe! — cnoxBaTucCcA
obpanoBaHHbIM FreHepas, — 9 NoHMMalo, B BalluM fneTa...
— Cette vieille est tombee en enfance __ , — wenHyn

MHe [e-Ipue.

— 4 BOT BCe X004y 34eCb paccMoTpeTb. Tbl MHe
Anekcea lBaHOBMYA-TO YCTYNUWb? — MpPOAO0JIXKAMIA
babylwika reHepany.



— O, CKOJNIbKO YrogHoO, HO 9 M caM... n llonnHa un
monsieur [He-lpne... ™Mbl BCe, BCe CoO4TeM 3a
YOOBOJIbCTBME BaM COMYTCTBOBATh...

— Mais, madame, cela sera un plaisir__, —
noasepHynca fe-MNpme ¢ 06BOPOXNTENBHOW YbIOKON.

— To-To, plaisir. CMeLlloH Tbl MHe, baTowkKa. [eHer-T1o
a Tebe, Bnpoyem, He pam, — npubaBuiaa oHa BAPYr
reHepany. — Hy, Tenepb B MOW HOMep: OCMOTPETb
Hago, a NOTOM U OTNPaBMMCA MO BCEM MecTaM. Hy,
noabiMaunTe.

Babywky onatb noaHsAW, WU BCe OTNPaBUINCH
rypbbon, Bcneag 3a Kpecnamu, BHU3 MO JsecTHUUe.
feHepan wen, Kak 6yaTo owesIoOMJIEHHbIN YAapoMm
oybuHbl no ronose. [e-I'pue 4TO-TO coobparkan. M-lle
Blanche xoTena ©OblJ10 oCTaTbCsdA, HO MOYEMY-TO
paccyaunia ToXe MNMOUTU CO BCEMU. 3a HEK TOoTYacC e
OTNPaBUACA W KHA3b, W HaBepxy, B. KBapTupe
reHepana, oCTaJIMCb TOJILKO HeMel U madame veuve
Cominges.



Nnaea X

Ha Bomax — pa, KakeTcsa, u BO Bcenm EBpone —
ynpasnsawowme otenamm u obep-kenbHepbl  Npw
OTBEAEHUN KBaApPTUP MNOCETUTENSIM PYKOBOLACTBYIOTCS
He CTOJIbKO TpeboBaHUAMU N XKENAHUAMU NX, CKOJIbKO
COOCTBEHHbLIM JINYHBIM CBOUM Ha HUX B3rna40M; 1, Haao
3aMeTuTb, penko owunbatTca. Ho 6Gabywke, yx
HEeN3BeCTHO noyemy, oTBenn  Takoe  6oratoe
noMeuleHne, 4HTO  Jake T[epecosnin:  YeTblpe
BeNMKoNernHo  ybpaHHble  KOMHaTbl, C  BaHHOW,
MoMeLweHnaMmn ansa npucayrn, ocobom KomMHaTom O
KaMepuUCTKKU 1 npoyvee, n npoyvee. [LencTtBuTesIbHO, B
3TUX KOMHaTax Hegesn TOMY Ha3aj oCTaHaB/iMBasacb
Kakas-To grande duchesse, 0 4eM, KOHEYHO, TOT4HacC e
N o06bABNANOCL HOBbIM MOCETUTENAM, ONS NpuaaHus
ewe Oonbwen ueHbl KBapTupe. babywky npoHecnn,
NN Ny4we CKasaTb, NPOKaTWIM Mo BCEM KOMHaTaM, ”
OHa BHWMMATENIbHO W CTporo orngabiBana ux. O06ep-
KeJibHep, y>Xe NOXXWUJ1I0M 4YenoBek, C NnJewmMBon rosiosoun,
MOYTUTENbHO COMPOBOXAAa/Nl €e nNpuMm 3TOM [EepPBOM
oCMOTpeE.

He 3Halo, 3@ KOro oHm BcCe npuHanu 6abyuwky, Ho,
KaXeTCs, 3a 4pe3BbldallHO Ba)XHYK W, TrJlaBHoe,
boratenwyto ocoby. B KHUry BHecsam tot4ac: «Madame
la generale princesse de Tarassevitcheva» __, xoTs
6abywka HuKorga He 6blla KHArnHen. Ceos npucnayra,
ocoboe nmnomMmeuweHne B BaroHe, 6e3gHa HEHYXXHbIX
baynoB, 4eMoOL4aHOB U fOaXe CYHAYKOB, MpubbIBLLINX C
6abyLKon, BEPOATHO, NOCAYXMN HaYaslOM NPecTunxXa;
a Kpecna, pe3kun TOH W ronoc Oabywkn, ee
SKCUEHTPMYECKMe BOMPOCHI, OeslaeMble C CaMblM He
CTECHAKLWMMCA N He TepnAawnM HUKAKUX BO3pParKeHUi
BUOOM, OOHWUM CJQlIOBOM, BCA durypa 0abywkm —



npaMada, pes3kas, noBenuTeNnbHas, — AoBepLllanu
Bceobulee K Heln 6naroroseHue. MNMpu ocMmoTpe babylika
BOPYr WMHOrga npuka3sbiBasia OCTaHaBAMBaTb Kpecna,
yKa3blBajla Ha KaKyl-HMbyab Bewb B MebnupoBke WU
obpawanacbe C  HeOXWUAAHHbIMW  BOMpoCcaMn K
MNoOYTUTENBbHO YyNbibaBLIEMYCS, HO Y)X& HadYMHaBLUEMY
TpycuTb  obep-kenbHepy. babyLuka npennarana
BOMNPOCbl Ha QpPaHUY3CKOM £A3blke, Ha KOTOPOM
roBopuna, BMNPOYEM, [OOBOJZIbLHO T[JIOXO, TaK 4TO 4
obblkHOBeHHO nepeBoaus. OTBeTbl o0bep-kKenbHepa
bonbLIEld YacTUID €l He HPaBuINCb U  Ka3aJncb
HeyaooB/eTBOpPUTEsNbHLIMU. [la M OHa-TO cnpawmBana
BCe KakK byaTo He 06 mene, a bor 3HaeT o0 4eM. Bapyr,
HanpuMmep, oCTaHOBMAACh Npen KapTUHOK — OO0BOJIbHO
cnabon Konmem C Kakoro-To WU3BEeCTHOro opurmHana c
MNEONOrNYeCKNM CHOXKETOM.

— Yen nopTpeT?

Obep-kenbHep 06bABUA, 4YTO, BEPOATHO, KaKOW-
HUbyab rpacduHN.

— KaK e Tbl He 3Haewb? 30eCb XWBElWb, a He
3HaeWwsb. [NoyemMy OH 34ecb? 3a4eM rnasa Kocbole?

Ha BCE 3TU BOMPOCHI obep-kesnbHep
YIOB/NIETBOPUTE/IbHO OTBEYaTb HE MOr U Jaxe
noTepsacs.

— BoT 6onBaH-TO! — oTO3Banach babylika No-pyccku.

Ee nmoHecnn panee. Ta »Xe UCTOpUA NOBTOpUJiacCb C
OOHOW CaKCOHCKOW CTaTy3TKON, KoTopyl 6abyuika
OONro paccMmaTpuBasia M MNOTOM Beslesla BbIHECTD,
HeM3BeCTHO 3a 4T0o. HakoHey npuctana K obep-
KeJfibHepY: YTO CTOMU/IN KOBPbI B CNasibHE N rae nx TKyT?
Obep-kenbHep obellan cnpaBUTbCS.

— BoT ocnbl-To! — Bopyana 6abywika n obpatmnna Bce
CBOE BHMMaHWMe Ha KpoBaTb.

— 34akKun NblWwHbIN 6angaxuH! PasBepHUTE ero.

[MocTenb pa3BepHyN.



— Ewe, ewe, Bce passepHuTe. CHUMUTE MOAYLUKMN,
HABOJIOYKW, NOALIMUTE MEPUHY.

Bce rnepeBepHyIn. babyuwika ocMoTpena
BHUMATEJIbHO.

— XOpoLwo, 4TO Yy HUX KnonoB HeT. Bce 6enbe ponon!
MocTnatb Moe 6enbe n Mon noaywkn. OgHakKo BCe 3TO
C/INLKOM MbIWHO, KyAa MHe, CTapyXxe, TaKyl KBapTupy:
OOHOW CKY4YHO. Anekceinlt MBaHOBUY, Thbl ObiBall KO MHe
Yalule, Korga noeTten nepecTtaHelb YYUTb.

— § co BYepawHero pAHA He cnyxy bOonee vy
reHepana, — OTBeTUN S, — W XWUBYy B oOTene
coBepLUeHHO caM no cebe.

— 2DTO novyemy Tak?

— Ha aoHax npuexan cioga oAMH 3HATHbIM HEMELKUA
bapoH c bapoHeccon, cynpyromn, u3 bepnnHa. 9 B4epa,
Ha TryJigdHbe, 3aroBopuJsi C HUM T[O-HEMELKW, He
npuaep>XmBasicb 6EPNHCKOro MNPON3HOLLIEHUS.

— Hy, Tak 410 Xe?

— OH cYen 3TO Oep30CThbio U MOXKaJIoBaNICA reHepany,
a reHepas B4Yepa »Ke yBOJINJ1 MeHS B OTCTaBKY.

— [Ha 410 X Tbl 0bpyran, 4yto nun, ero, 6bapoHa-To?
(XoTb Obl 1 0bpyran, Tak Hu4yero!)

— O HeT. HanpoTtus, 6apoH Ha MeHa NankKy NoaHs.

— W TbI, CAOHAK, NO3BOMNA TakK obpallaTbCs C CBOUM
yuyntenem, — obpaTuiacb OHa BAPYr K reHepany, — Aa
ewe ero c Mecta nporHan! Kosnakm Bbl, — BCe
KOJINaKWN, Kak 9 BUXY.

— He 6ecnokonTtecb, TeTYyLWKa, — OTBeYas reHepan c
HEKOTOPbIM BbICOKOMEPHO-PaMUMbApPHbIM OTTEHKOM, —
1 caM ymMmew BecTn Moum pgena. K Tomy e Anekcen
MBaHOBMY HE COBCEM BaM BEPHO nepenarn.

— A Tbl TaK U cHec? — obpaTuiacb OHa KO MHe.

— 9 xoTen 6bIN0 Ha Ay31b BbI3BaTb OapoHa, —
OoTBeYasl S KaK MOXXHO CKpPOMHee U CrNokownHee, — [a
reHepasn BOCNPOTUBUIICS.



— DTO 3a4eM Tbl BOCMPOTUBMACA? — OMNATb
obpatmnnacb 6abywka kK reHepany. (A Tbl, 6aTlOLWKa,
CTynaw, npuaelws, Korga no3oByT, — obpaTmnacb OHa
TOXe N K obep-KenbHepy, — Heyero pas3uHA-TO poT
CTOATb. TepneTb HEe MOry 3Ty xapto HpHbeprckyto!) —
TOT OTKNaHANCA W BblWesl, KOHEeYHO, He T[IOHSB
KoOMMinMMmeHTa 6abyLuku.

— [MoMnnynTe, TeTylwKa, pa3Be AY37IM BO3MOXHbI? —
OTBeYas1 C YCMELLUKOWN reHepan.

— A noyemy HeBO3MOXHbI? My>X4YMHbI BCe MNeTyxwu;
BOT Obl n apanncb. Kosmnaku Bbl BCE, KaK S BUXY, He
yMeeTe oTe4yeCTBa CBoero nogaep»>xatb. Hy, nogbimuTe!
MoTanbl4, pacnopagnck, 4Tob Bcerga Obinv roToBbl ABa
HOCUNbWWKA, HAaNMW N YroBopucb. bonbuwe [BYyX He
Hago. HoCUTb NpPMXoANTCA TOJIbKO MO JIeCTHMLAM, a Mo
rnagkomy, rno ynmue — KaTUTb, TaK U pacCKa>ky; Oa
3annaTu ewe nMm Bnepen, nodtutTensHee byayT. Thl Xe
cam byab BCcerga npu MHe, a Tbl, Anekcen BaHOBWY,
MHe 3Toro 6apoHa MoKaXXM Ha FynaHbe: KakoM TaKou
doH-bapoH, XO0Tb BblI NornageTb Ha Hero. Hy, roe xe
3Ta pyneTka?

A 00BACHW, 4TO PYNIETKN PacrnosIoXKeHbl B BOKCasle, B
3anax. 3aTeM nocsenosasin BOMPOCbl: MHOMo M KUX?
MHOIMO Jib WUrpakwT? uUenbln SN OeHb WUrpakwT? Kak
YyCTpoeHbl? A oTBeYas, HakKOoHel, 4YTO BCero Jydile
OCMOTPETb 3TO COOCTBEHHLIMW TrJla3aMnW, a 4YTO TakK
OMUCbIBaTb AOBOJIbHO TPYAHO.

— Hy, Tak n Hectn npamo Typa! Wonm Bnepegq,
Anekcen iBaHOBNY!

— Kak, Hey>xenn, TeTylkKa, Bbl Aa>Xe N He OTAOXHeTe
Cc poporn? — 3abotnmeo cnpocun reHepan. OH HEMHOro
KakK bbl 3aCyeTunncs, Aa U BCe OHM KaK-TO 3aMellainCb U
CTann neperngagbiBaTtbca. BeposaTHo, wuM  6bl10
HEeCKOJIbKO LWEeKOT/INBO, Aa)Ke CTbiAHO COMpoBOXAaTb
6abyLlKy NpsaAMO B BOKCas, rAae OoHa, padyMmeeTcs, Morna
HagenaTb KaKMX-HUOyOb SKCLUEHTPUYHOCTEN, HO YyXe



nyonn4yHo;, Mexay TemM BCe OHUM CaMWU BbI3BaJIUCh
conpoBoOXaaTb ee.

— A 4yero MHe oTAabIXaTb? He ycTana; n 6e3 Toro naThb
oHen cungena. A NOTOM OCMOTPUM, KaKue TyT KJIIOYU U
BOAbl LenebHble U rae oHW. A NOTOM... KakK 3TOT, — Thl
cka3sana, [NpackoBbA, — MyaHT, 4TO An?

— MyaHT, babyLluKa.

— Hy nyaHT, Tak nyaHT. A elle 4TOo 30eCb eCTb?

— TyT MHOro npeameToB, babyllka, — 3aTpyaAHWUNaCh
Ob1no NonuHa.

— Hy, cama He 3Haewsb! Mapda, Tbl TOXE CO MHOW
nomaewb, — CKasaJia OHa CBOEN KaMepUucTKe.

— Ho 3ayem Xe en-to, TeTywka? — 3axJornoTar
BOPYr reHepan, — 1, HAKOHel, 3TO Henb34; 1 lNoTanbiva
BPSAA 1N B CaMbll BOKCaNA NyCcTAT.

— Hy, B3gop! YTo oHa cnyra, Tak n 6pocutb ee! Toxe
Belb XXWBOWN YesIOBEK; BOT Y>X Headeno no goporam
pbILLEM, TOXE N el MOCMOTpeTb xo4yeTcd. C KkeM e en,
KpoMe MeHAa? OOHa-TO U HOC Ha Yy/uMuy MokKasaTb He
rnocmeer.

— Ho, babyuwika...

— Ja Tebe cTbiAHO, YTO JIn, CO MHOW? TaK OCTaBawncs
AooMa, He cnpawwmuBatoT. b, Kakou reHepasn; 1 U cama
reHepansblla. [a n 4ero BacC TakoM XBOCT 3a MHOW, B
caMoMm perne, notawnrtca? 4 n c Anekceem llBaHoBUYeM
BCE OCMOTpPIO...

Ho [He-fpue pewnTenbHO HaCTosAsa, 4YTOObl BCeEM
COMYyTCTBOBATb, U NYCTUACA B CaMble Ntobe3Hble dpa3bl
HacyeT y40BOJIbCTBUSA ee CONpoBOXAaTb U npodee. Bce

TPOHYINCb.
— Elle est tombee en enfance, — nosTopsan He-lpue
reHepany, — seule elle fera des betises... __ — panee

A He pacdiiblllasl, HO Yy Hero, o4esngHo, OblIN Kakne-To
HaMepeHUnd, a MOXeT OblTb, OaXe BO3BpPaTUJINCb W
Hagexnabl.



o Bokcana 6bi10 ¢ nonBepcThl. yTb Haw wen no
KallTaHOBOW assee, OO CKBepa, obomasa KoTopbin
BCTyMasanm nMpsAMO B BOKcCaJl. [eHepasl HeCKOJIbKO
YCNOKOW/ICA, MOTOMY 4YTO LIEeCTBME Hale XoTa u 6biao
OOBOJIbHO 3KCLUEHTPUYHO, HO TEM He MeHee BbISI0 YNHHO
U NpuAnYHo. 1a n Hu4yero yamBuTesibHoro He 6bis10 B
TOM (akKTe, 4YTO Ha BoAdax sABUACA OonbHOM W
paccnabneHHbln 4enosek, 6e3 Hor. Ho, o4eBUAHO,
reHepan 6os1cs Bokcana: 3a4emM 6onbHOM YyenoBek, bes
HOI, [da eule CTapylwka, nongeTt Ha pyneTky? MNMosanHa v
m-lle Blanche wnn obe no cTopoHaMm, psSaAoOM C
KaTuswuMmca kpecnom. M-lle Blanche cmesanacb, 6bina
CKPOMHO Becesia N gaxke BecbMa stobe3Ho 3aurpbiBaia
mHorga ¢ 6Gabywkon, TakKk YTO Ta e€e HaKoHel
noxsanwuna. NonnHa, ¢ Apyrom CTopoHbl, obsa3aHa bbina
OoTBe4YaTb Ha MOMUHYTHbIE U BecyYncneHHble BOMPOCHI
6abylkn, Bpoae Toro: « KTo 37O npowen? Kakas 3TO
rnpoexasia? BeqIMK /I ropon? BeNNK JIn cafd? 3TO Kakue
nepeBbsa? 3TO Kakue ropbl? eTatoT 1IN TYT OpJibl? Kakad
3TO CMelwHasa Kpbiwa?» Muctep AcTnen wen pagom co
MHOW M WEeNnHyJ 1 MHe, 4TO MHOIroro oXXmaaeT B 3TO yTpO.
MoTanbi4 n Mapda wnm c3anm, cemyac 3a Kpecaamm, —
MoTanbly B cBoeM pake, B 6es0M ranctyke, HO B
KapTy3e, a Mapga — cCopoKaneTHad, pPyMsaAHasd, HO
Ha4YMHaBLLUAA Yy)Xe cefeTb OeBylWKa — B Yernyuke, B
CUTUEBOM MNJaTbe U B CKPUMNYYMUX KO3/10BbIX BaluMaKax.
babylwika BeCcbMa 4acTo K HUM obopayvmBasacb U C HAMU
3aroesapwuBana. [e-I'pne n reHepan HEeMHOro oTCcTann u
rOBOPWUJIN O YeM-TO C BeJMYanllmm >apoMm. [eHepan
Obln  Oo4eHb YyHbIN; [He-Fpue rosopun C BUOOM
pewunTenbHbIM. MoxeT 6biTb, OH reHepasia oboapsan;
o4YeBMOHO, 4TO-TO coBeToBaJl. Ho ©6Oabywka yxe
npou3Hecna gaBevya pokoBylo pa3sy: «[eHer s Tebe He
nam». MoxeT OblTb, Ana [He-Fpne 3T0 wun3BecTue
Ka3aJioCb HeBepoATHbIM, HO TreHepas 3Haja CBOM
TeTywky. 4 3ametun, 4to [He-l'pne m m-lle Blanche



nponoJyKanan nepemurmeatTbca. KHA39 M HeMua-
nyTelwecTBEHHNKA S pa3rnsaes B CaMOM KOHUE anjnewu:
OHW OTCTas M U KyOa-To YL OT Hac.

B BOKCan Mbl Npmnbsinm ¢ Tpuymgom. B weenuape v B
nakesax obHapy>xusacb Ta »Xe NOYTUTESIbHOCTb, Kak 1 B
npucnyre otenda. CMoTpennm OHW, OOHaKo, C
nobonbiITcTBoM. babyuwlka cHadana Benesa obHecTu
ceba nMo BceM 3anaM; MHOE MoxBajuna, K Apyromy
oCTajslaCb COBEpPLIEHHO paBHoaywHa; obo BceMm
paccnpawwsBasa. HakoHey Oownm M OO0 WUropHbIX 3ail.
Jlaken, CTOSBLUMN Yy 3anepTbiX ABEPEN YaCOBbIM, KaK bbl
MOPa>XeHHbIN, BAPYr OTBOPWJT ABEPU HACTEXb.

MosiBneHne 6abyLwkn y pyneTkn npomnssesno rnybokoe
Brne4vaTsieHMe Ha nybnmky. 3a UropHbIMN PyneToYHbIMU
CTOJlaMU U Ha AOPYroM KOHUe 3aJbl, rge rnomeuwiasncs
cTon c trente et quarante, Tonnunocb, MoxeT O6biTh,
nonTopacTta Win ABeCTU UrpoKOB, B HECKOJIbKO PSALOB.
Te, KOTOpbIe ycneBasiMm NMPOTECHUTLCHA K CaMOMYy CTOJy,
Mo 06bIKHOBEHWIO, CTOSA/IN KPEMKO N HE ynyCKasin CBOUX
MeCT OO0 Tex Mnop, NMoka He npourpbiBannucb;, nbo Tak
CTOATb MNPOCTbIMW 3pPUTENSIMU N OAPOM 3aHUMATb
NMropHOe MeCTO He MNO3BOJIeHO. XOTHA KPyroMm CToNa u
yCTaBJIeHbl CTYJIbA, HO HEMHOIMMe N3 UrPOKOB CafATCH,
ocobeHHO npu 6onbWIOM cTevyeHun nyosnmkn, NoTomy
4yTO  CTOA MOXHO  YCTaHOBUTbCA  TeCHee W,
cnenoBaTesibHO, BbiragaTb MeCTO, da W  JioB4Yee
CTaBuTb. BToponm wn Tpetun pagbl TECHUWINCL 3a
nepsbiMU, oXnaasa M Habnwgas CBOK o4epenb; HO B
HeTepneHMn MPOCOBbLIBAJIN MHOr4a 4pe3 nepBbin psag
PYKY, 4T06 MoCTaBUTb CBOU KylN. [a)ke U3 TpeTbero
psaga wu3sioB4anaMCb TakuM o6pa3oM MNpocoBbIBaTb
CTaBKW; OT 3TOro He MPOXoAnJI0 OECATU N JaxKe MATU
MUHYT, 4T06 Ha KaKOM-HMOyOb KOHLE CToJla He
Havyasnacb «UCTOpPUA» 3a CNOpPHble CcTaBku. [Monununs
BOKCaJsla, BMNpOYeM, [O0BOJZIbHO Xopowa. TeCHOTHI,
KOHeYHOo, wu3bexaTb Henb3s; HanpoTuB, HamnJbIBY



ny6namkm pagbl, NOTOMY 4YTO 3TO BbIFrOAHO; HO BOCEMb
Kpynepos, CUOAWMX KPYroMm CTosa, CMOTPAT BO BCe
rya3sa 3a CTaBKaMW, OHN XKEe N pPacCHYUTLIBAOTCA, a nNpu
BO3HMKAIOLWMX CMopax OHWU Xe UuX n paspewatT. B
KPaMHNX >Xe CJlydasax 30BYT Moavuuio, W Oeno
KOHYaeTCsa B MUHYTY. llonnuenckme rnomewatnTcsa TyT
e B 3a/le, B MapPTUKYAAPHbIX MAaTbaAX, Mexnay
3pUTENAMIN, TaK 4TO UX N y3HATb Hesb34. OHM 0cobeHHOo
CMOTPAT 3a BOPULWLIKAMWU W  MPOMbIWIEHHUKaMMU,
KOTOpPbIX Ha  pyJneTkax ocobeHHO MHOro, no
HeobblkHOBEHHOMY yao06CTBY npombicia. B camom gene,
Be3ne B AOpYyrnx MecTax BOpoOBaTb MNPUXOAUTCHA U3
KapMaHOB U K3-No4 3aMKOB, a 3TO, B CJ/lydae Heyaayu,
O4YeHb XJIOMNOT/IMBO OKaH4mBaeTcsa. TyT »Xe, NpocCTo-
3anpoCcTo, CTOUT TOJIbKO K pyneTKe MNoAoOWTU, HavaTb
UrpaTb U BAPYr, ABHO U M1aCHO, B3STb YY>XOW BbIUIPbILL
N MNOJNIOXKNUTb B CBOW KapMaH; ecsn »Xe 3aTeeTcsa cnop,
TO MOLUEHHUK BCJYX U FPOMKO HaCcTaMBaeT, YTO CTaBKa
— ero cobcrtBeHHada. Ecnnm peno caenaHo JIOBKO U
cempetenn KonebnTcs, To BOpP 04eHb 4YacTo yCcrneBaeT
OTTAraTb AeHbrn cebe, pasymMeeTcs eCc/iM CyMMa He
OYeHb 3HauuTenbHas. B nocnegHemM cny4ae OHa,
HaBepHoe, OblBaeT 3aMedyeHa KpynepamMm WIN KeM-
HUbyaob M3 APYyrux Urpokos ewe npexae. Ho ecnu
CYMMa He TaK 3HauduTesbHa, TO HaCTOAWWMA XO3AUH
Oa>Xe MHorga rnpocTo OTKa3blBaeTCA NPOA0JIKATb Crop,
COBECTHACb CKaHAana, u oTxoguT. Ho ecnm ycnewT Bopa
N3061MYNTb, TO TOTYAC XXe BbIBOAAT CO CKaHAa/IoOM.

Ha Bce 370 bOabywka cmoTpena wu3gann, C AUKUM
nobonbITCcTBOM. EN 04eHb MOHPaABUIOCL, YTO BOPULLEK
BbiBOOAT. Trente et quarante ™mano Bo3byaguno ee
NtobonNbITCTBO; el bonblue NoOHPaBMNach pysaeTKka N 4TOo
KaTaeTcs wapuk. OHa no)kenana, HakoHel, pa3rnsaaeTb
nrpy nobnmxe. He noHuMMalo, Kak 3TO CJ/Iy4MsoCb, HO
JlaKen Wn HekKoTopble pApyrve cyeTsawmnecs areHThl
(NpenmyLecTBeHHO npouvrpasLimnecs NONAYKMN,



HaBA3blBalOLWME CBOWM YCAYrM CHaACT/IMBbIM UrpPoKaMm U
BCEM WHOCTPaHLUAM) TOoT4aC HaWwW/IM WU OYUCTUNN
babyllke MecTo, HeCcMoTpss Ha BCH 3Ty TECHOTY, Y
caMon cpeauvHbl CTojla, noaJsie rnaBHOro Kpyrnepa, wu
nookaTuaM Tyda ee Kpecno. MHoXeCcTBO noceTuTenen,
He urpalowmx, HO CO CTOPOHbLI HabnwaawwWwnux urpy
(NpenmyLwecTBeHHO aHrJamM4aHe C WX CeMencTBammu),
TOTYacC XXe 3aTEeCHUWINUCb K CToJy, 4Tobbl 13-3a NTPOKOB
nornagetb  Ha  6abywky. MHOXeCcTBO  JIOPHETOB
obpaTunocb B €e CTOPOHY. Y Kpynepos poaAUIUCH
HageXXAbl: Takoun SKCLEHTPUYECKNI NrpoK
NencTBnTeNnbHO Kak 6yato obewan 4To-HUbYAb
HeobblKkHOBEHHOE. CeMMnaecAaATUNETHAA >XeHwunHa be3
HOI N Xenawwas urpaTb — KOHeYHOo, bblsl ciiydanm He
0b6bIAEHHbIN. 1 NPOTECHUNACSA TOXE K CTOJIY U YCTPOUCS
nogne 6abywkn. Motanbi4 U Mapda ocTanncb rge-to
[aneKo B CTOpOHe, Mexay HapoaoM. ['eHepan, lNonvHa,
He-I'pne n m-lle Blanche To)xxe nomecTmnnmcb B CTOPOHE,
Mexay 3puTensmMu.

babywika cHa4ana cTana ocMaTpmBaTb UrpokoB. OHa
3ajjlaBasla MHe  pe3Kkue, OTpPbIBUCTble  BOMPOCHI
MOJIYLLENOTOM: KTO 3TO TakKOoWM? 3TO KTO Takaa? En
0CcObeHHO MOHpaBW/ICA B KOHLE CToJNla OAWH O4YeHb
MOJIOON YesI0OBEK, UrPaBLUNA B O4eHb DonblUylO Urpy,
CTaBMBLUMM ThbiICA4aMMU W HaWrpaslWW, KaK LIenTaam
KPYroM, y>Xe TbICAY OO0 COpokKa (hpaHKOB, JiexaBLUUX
nepen HUM B Ky4de, 30/10TOM 1 B 6baHKoBbIX bunetax. OH
6bin 6bneneH; y Hero CBepkKasau rnasa v TPAC/UCh. PYKK;
OH CTaBun yxe 6e3 BCAKOro pacyeTa, CKOJIbKO pyKa
3axBaTUT, a MeXAy TEM BCe BbIUIrpbiBaJs Aa BbIUFPbIBaI,
BCce 3arpeban pa 3arpeban. Jlaken cyeTUInNCb Kpyrom
Hero, nMOACTaBNANM eMy c3adu Kpechna, o4uwanu
BOKPYF Hero mMecTto, 4tob emy ObIs10 NpocTOpHee, 4TobO
€ro He TeCcHuUnn, — BCe 3TO0 B OXuaaHuum 6boraton
6bnarogapHoCTU. MIHble UFPOKU C BbIUrpbiWa AaloT UM
MHOrda He cYMTas, a TakK, C PafgoCTu, TOXEe CKOJIbKO



pyKa 13 KapMaHa 3axBaTuT. [logne mononoro 4yesioseka
y>XXe YCTPOUICA OOUH MOJIAYOK, CYeTUBLUMNCA N30 BCEX
CWJ, N NOYTUTENIbHO, HO BecnpepbIBHO YTO-TO LIenTars
eMy, BEepOsAATHO, YKa3blBasd, KaK CTaBUTb, COBeTyd U
HampaBngaa Wrpy, — pa3yMeeTcs, TOXe oxXxupad
BNocnencTenn nogavyku. Ho Urpok NoYTm n He cMoTpen
Ha Hero, CTaBun 3psa M Bce 3arpeban. OH, BUAMMO,
Tepsancs.

Babywka Habnogana ero HECKOJIbKO MUHYT.

— Ckaxun emy — BApyr 3acyetunacb 6abyuika,
TOJIKas MeHsl, — CKaxun emy, 4106 6pocun, 4Tob Bpan
nockopee ageHbrm m yxogwn. lpourpaert, cenmdac BcCe
npourpaet!

— 3axJionoTajla o0OHa, 4yTb He 3a4blXasACb OT
BOJIHeHMa. — [pne [loTanbi4? [locnatb K HeMmy
[MoTanbivya! [1a CKa)Xn »e, CKaXW1 »Xe, — TOoJIKaJla OHa
MeHs, — Oa roe e, B camomMm pene, lNotanbiy! Sortez,
sortez! _ — Havyana 6bJI0O OHa CcaMa Kpu4aTb
MOJIOIOMY 4YeNnioBeKY. — A HarHynacsa K Hen un
pewnTenbHO npolwenTas, 4YTOo 34eCb TakK KpuyaTb
HeNb3d N Ja)ke pa3roBapuBaTb 4YyTb-4yTb FPOMKO He
MO3BOJIEHO, NOTOMY 4YTO 3TO MellaeT CYeTy, N 4TO Hac
cenyac nporoHAT.

— 2JKaa pocapga! [Mlponan 4enoBek, 3HAYUT cCaM
X04yeT... CMOTpeTb Ha Hero He MOry, BCHO BOpOYaerT.
ko onyx! — un babywka nockopen obopoTusacb B
OPYryt CTOPOHY.

Tam, HaseBO, Ha ApPYyrou MNOJIOBUHE CTOJla, MexAay
Nrpokamu, 3ameTHa bblsla ogHa Monodasa gama n nogsge
Hee KaKOW-TO Kapaumk. KTo 6bi1 3TOT Kap/ik — He
3Hal0: POOCTBEHHUK NN ee, WK Tak OoHa 6bpana ero ans
apdekTa. 3Ty OapbiHIO A 3aMeyan M npexniae; OHa
ABNASIACb K WFOPHOMY CTOJly KaXXAblh OeHb, B 4ac
MonoJsiyoHn, N yxoauna POBHO B [ABa; KaXAbll O€Hb
urpana no ogHomy 4Yacy. Ee yxxe 3Hanm m ToT4yac Xxe
noaoctasnsanm em kpecna. OHa BblHMMasia U3 KapMaHa



HEeCKOJIbKO 30J10Ta, HECKOJZIbKO TbiCcA4edpPaHKOBbIX
ObnneToB M HavyuHaNa CTaBUTb TUXO, XJIAAHOKPOBHO, C
pacyeToM, oTMeYasa Ha byMa)kke KapaHaalwoM undpbl 1
CTapasdACb OTbICKATb CUCTEMY, MO KOTOPOW B AaHHbIN
MOMEHT TrpynnupoBaJinCb WaHcbl. CTaBuia OHa
3HAYUTESIbHBIMN KyllaMu. BbinrpbiBana Ka)kObl OeHb
OHY, ABE, MHOIro TPWU ThiCA4YM (hppaHKOB — He Bonee wu,
BblrpaB, TOTYac »Xe yxoaumna. babywka ponro ee
paccMaTpuBana.

— Hy, 3Ta He npowurpaeT! aTa BOT He npourpaeT! N3
Kaknx? He 3Haewb? KTo Takaqa?

— @paHUy>XXeHKa, AOO0JKHO OblTb, W3 30aKuUX, —
LUernHY S.

— A, BUAgHa ntuya no nosiety. BuagHo, 4TO HOrOoTOK
BOCTep. PacToNKymnm Tbl MHe Ternepb, YTO KaX[Abln
MOBOPOT 3HAYUT U KaK HaOo CTaBUTbL?

A No BO3MOXHOCTM pacTosikoBan ©0abyuwike, 4TO
3Ha4YaT 3TU MHOMOYUC/IEHHbIE KOMOMHALMM CTaBOK,
rouge et noir, pair et impair, manque et passe __ n,
HaKoHeL, pa3Hble OTTEHKN B cucteme 4ucen. babyuka
c/ylwlasia BHMMaTesIbHO, 3arnoMuHasia, nepecnpawmseania
1N 3aydmBana. Ha Kaxayt CMCcTteMy CTaBOK MOXHO 6bIs10
TOTHaC »Xe TMpuBeCcT u npuMmep, TakK YTO MHoOroe
3ay4MBasioCb M 3arMOMUHANOCL OYeHb JIErKO M CKOPO.
babylika ocTanacb BeCbMa A0BOJIbHA.

— A 4YTO Takoe zero? BoT 3TOT Kpynep, Kyp4aBbiH,
rNaBHbIN-TO, KPUKHYJ cenyac zero? W nodemy OH Bce
3arpeb, 4To HM BbINO Ha cToNe? DaaKyto Ky4y, Bce cebe
B34/17 DTO 4TO Takoe?

— A zero, babyuwka, Bbiroga 6aHka. Ecnm wapwuk
yrnageT Ha zero, TO BCe, YTO HWU NOCTaBJIeHO Ha CToJe,
npuHagnexunt 6aHky 6e3 pacyeTta. [lpaBaa, AaeTcs
elwe ynap Ha po3birpbill, HO 3aTo OaHK HWYero He
MaaTuT.

— BoT-Te Ha! a a4 Hn4ero He nonyyaro?



— HeT, b6abywka, ecnn Bbl nNpen 3TUM CTaBWUIM Ha
zero, TO Korga BblngeT zero, BaM MJaaTAaT B TpUaUaTb
NaATb pa3 6onblie.

— Kak, B TpuauaTb NATb pa3, U 4aCTo BbIXOAUT? HTO
XK OHW, OYPaKW, He CTaBAT?

— TpuauaTb WeCTb WaHCoB NpoTus, babyluka.

— BoT B3mop! MNoTanbiy! MoTaneiy! MNMNocTton, n Co MHOWU
eCTb OeHbrm — BOT! OHa BblHYyJIa U3 KapMaHa TYyro
HabUTbLIN Kowenek u B3sasa U3 Hero punapuxcaop. —
Ha, nocTaBb cenyac Ha zero.

— babyuwkKa, zero TO/IbKO 4TO BbIlWeN, — CKasan 4, —
CTasio 6bITb, Tenepb A[0Aro He BbiMAeT. Bbl MHOro
NMPOCTaBUTE; MOAOXKANTE XOTb HEMHOIO.

— Hy, Bpeuwb, cTaBb!

— W3BONbLTE, HO OH [0 Beyvyepa, MoXeT 6bliTb, He
BbIMAET, Bbl 40 TbICAYM MPOCTAaBUTE, 3TO CJ1y4a0Ch.

— Hy, B3gop, B3gop! Boska 60aTbCA — B N1eC He
XoanTb. YTo? npourpan? Ctaeb eule!

Mpourpann wn BTOpON QpUOopUXcOop; MNoCTaBUIn
TpeTun. babyuwka egBa cmgena Ha MecTe, OHa TakK WU
BNMNacb ropawWmMMmM rnasamm B Mpbiralowmnm  no
3a3ybpnHaM BepTALErocs Koseca wapuk. MNMpounrpanu v
Tpetun. babywka n3 cebsa sbixoonna, Ha MecTe en He
Cngenocb, fa)ke KyJlakoM CTYKHYyJla Mno CToJy, Korpaa
Kpynep npoBo3rnacun  «trente  six» __ BMeCTO
O>XXngaemoro zero.

— DK Beab ero! — cepaunacb 6abyuika, — oa CKopo
JIN 3TOT 3epullKa MPOKATbIN BbINAET? XMBa He X0o4y
OblTb, @ Y)X OOCMXY OO0 Hero! 3To 3TOT MPOKNATLIN
Kyp4aBbll KpynepuwlKa genaeT, y Hero Hukorga He
BbIXoanT! Anekcen MBaHOBWY, CTaBb OBa 30JI0TbIX 3a
pa3! 3TO CTO/ILKO NPOCTaBULLb, YTO U BbINOET zero, Tak
HW4Yero He BO3bMellb.

— babyuwka!

— CtaBb, cTaBb! He TBOM.



7 mocTaBun OBa ppuapmxcaoopa. Wapuk gonro netan
Mo KoJsecy, HakKoHel CTas npbiraTb MO 3a3ybpuHam.
babyuwka 3amepsia U CTUCHYJIa MO PYKYy, U BOPYr —
xnon!

— Zero, — npoBo3rnacun Kpynep.

— Buanuwb, suanb! — 6bICTpo 0bepHynacb KO MHe
babylwka, BCA cusowaad WU O0BOSAbHasA. — A Bedb
CKa3saJ/la, Cka3ana tebe! N HagoyMmnn MeHs cam rocrnofb
MOCTaBUTb AOBa 30/10TbiIX. Hy, CKONbKO Xe 4 Tenepb
nosyyy? Yrto X He BblgatoT? lNoTanbiy, Mapdga, roe xe
OHU? Hawwn BCce Kyaa e ywnun? [NoTtanbiy, MNoTanbiy!

— babywka, nocne, — wentan 4, — T[lloTanbly Yy
nBepen, ero coga He nyctaTt. CMoTpuTte, 6abylka, Bam
OeHbrn BblgaloT, nonydamTe! babywke BbIKUHYIN
3ane4aTaHHbIl B CUHEN OBOyMaXKe THAXKeNI0BECHbIN
CBEPTOK C NATUOECATbIO  puapuxcoopamMmm 1
OoTCYMTaANM  He  3anedvyaTaHHbIX ewe  OBajuaThb
dbpuapuxcoopos. Bce 310 A npurpedb kK 6Gabywke
JNIOMaTKOMN.

— Faites le jeu, messieurs! Faites le jeu, messieurs!
Rien ne va plus? __ — Bo3rjawan Kpynep, npuriaawlas
CTaBUTb U TOTOBSAACb BEPTETb PYJIETKY.

— Tocnogn! onospmanu! cenyac 3aBeptat! Ctasb,

cTaBb! — 3axnonoTana 6abyuwka, — Oa He MellKaw,
cKkopee, — BbIXxoAWsa OHa U3 cebs, TonKas MeHs K130
BCEX CUJI.

— [a Kyna ctaBuTb-TO, 6abylika?

— Ha zero, Ha zero! onaTb Ha zero! CTaBb Kak MO>XHO
bonbwe! CkoNbkO Yy Hac Bcero? CembaecsT
dbpnopunxcoopos? Heyero wux »XaneTb, CTaBb MO
ABaguatTn PpuaopmnxcoopoB pa3om.

— OnoMHuTech, babyuwka! OH MHOrga No ABecTwn pas
He BbIxoauT! YBepdalw Bac, Bbl BeCb KanuTtan
npocTtaBuTe,

— Hy, Bpeuwb, Bpewsb! cTaBb! BOT A3bIK-TO 3BEHUT!
3Halo, 4YTO Oeslalo, — LaXke 3aTpsAc/sacb B UCCTYMJI€HUN



babyLuKka.

— [lo ycTaBy pa3om bonee  pAgBeHaguaTw
dpnopuxcoopoB Ha zero CTaBUTb He TMO3BOJIEHO,
6abyllka, — HY BOT 8 MOCTaBW.

— Kak He no3sosieHO? [Ja Tbl He Bpewb nn? Mycbe!
MycCbe! — 3aTosiIKkanla OHa Kpyrnepa, CMOeBWero TyT Xxe
nonsie Hee cJjieBa M MNPUroTOBUBLLUEroCcs BepTeTb, —
combien zero? douze? douze? __ 4 nockopee
pacToJZIKOBaJ1 BOMPOC MNo-ppaHLYy3CKN.

— Oui, madame __, — BeXJMBO MNOATBEPAU
Kpyrnep, — pPaBHO KakK BCAKas eguHW4YHas CTaBKa He
OOJIKHA NpeBbllaTb Pa3oM YeTblipex TbiCAY (P/IOPUHOB,
Mo yctaBy, — npubasna oH B NOSCHEHME.

— Hy, He4dero genaTb, CTaBb ABeHaALaTh.

— Le jeu est fait! __ — kKpukHyn kpynep. Koseco
3aBepTesioCb, 1 BbILJIO TPUHaALUAThL. [Npourpann!

— Ewe! ewe! ewe! ctaBb ewe! — kpnyana 6abyuika.
A yxe He npoTuBopeYdns U, MOXWMMad rJievyamu,
MnocTaBwu/i eule ABeHaguaTb puapuxcaoopos. Koneco
BepTenocb gonro. babywka npocto gpo)kana, cnens 3a
KosiecoM. «[la HeyXTO OHa M B CaMOM pene gymaeT
OMATb Zero BbIUrpaTbh?» — nogymasn 4, CMOTPS Ha Hee C
yaneneHnem. PewnTtenbHoe ybexaeHue B BbIUrpbille
CUAN0 Ha Nnue ee, HENpPeMeHHoe OXuMaaHwue, 4YTo BOT-
BOT Cenmyac KPUKHYT: zero! LLlapnk BCKOYNN B KNETKY.

— Zero! — KpUKHy N Kpynep.

— YT0!!!l — C HENCTOBbLIM TOpPXXeCTBOM obpaTuiack Ko
MHe DbabyLuKka.

A cam Obln UrpokK; A Mo4YyBCTBOBAJI 3TO B Ty CaMyto
MUHYTY. Y MEHHA PpPYKU-HOrM LOpO>Kaan, B T0OJIOBY
yoapwuno. KoHe4yHo, 3TOo Obln peakun ciyydanm, 4TO Ha
KaKUX-HNOyOb OecATn yaapax TPU pa3a BbICKOYN Zero;
HO OCOOEHHO yaAuBUTENbHOro TYT He 6bls1I0 HuYero. 4
cam bbi1 cBUageTeneM, Kak TpeTbero AHS BbIWIO TpwU
zero Cpsgy v npu 3TOM OAMH N3 UTPOKOB, PEBHOCTHO
oTMeYaBLWnn Ha bymMarkke yaapbl, FPOMKO 3aMeTWJ, 4TO



He paJsiee, Kak BYepa, 3TOT e CaMbli zero ynasna B
Lenble CYTKW O4UH pas.

C 6abywkon, Kak C  BblUrpaBlIeEN  CaMbIW
3HAYUTESIbHbIN BbINTPbIW, 0OCOBEHHO BHUMATENbLHO W
MOYTUTENbHO paccynTannco. En npuxoanaochb
MoJIy4nUTb POBHO yeTblpecTa nBaguaTb
dpnapnxcoopos, TO eCTb YeTbipe ThicA4YN PJIOPUHOB U
hBajuaTb ppuapuxcaopoB. BaguaTb Qppuaopuxcoopos
e BbldasIn 30/710TOM, a YeTbipe TbiICA4M — 6aHKOBLIMU
bunetamu.

Ha 3ToT pa3 babyuwka y>xe He 3Bana loTanbl4ya; OHa
Obina 3aHATa He TeM. OHa AaXke He ToJiKkasacb U He
npoxkana cHapy>u. OHa, eC/in MOXXHO TaK Bblpa3nTbCH,
nopoXkana W3HyTpu. Bca Ha 4yem-To cocpepoToymsiiach,
Tak 1 npuuenniach:

— Anekcen WBaHOBMY! OH CKa3aJ, 3apa3 MOXHO
TONIbKO YeTblpe TbiCA4YM QJIOPUHOB MOCTaBUTL? Ha,

6epun, CTaBb 3TN BCE YeTbIpe Ha KPacHyw, — pewunna
babyLuKka.

Bblno becnonesHo OTroBapuBaThb. Koneco
3aBepTesnocCh.

— Rouge! — npoBo3rnacun Kpynep.

OnNATb BbINIPLILL B YeTbipe ThiCA4YU DJIOPUHOB, BCEroO,
CTano ObITb, BOCEMb.

— YeTbIpe cofa MHe OaBaun, a 4eTbipe CTaBb OMATb
Ha KpacHylo, — KoMaHaoBas1a 6abylika.

A NnocTaBWUA ONSATb YeTbIpe ThICAYMN.

— Rouge! — npoBo3rnacun cHoBa Kpynep.

— WToro gBeHapuaTtb! [NaBan mx BCce ctoaa. 30/0TO
CCbiNawn croga, B Kowenek, a bnneTbl crnpsayb.

— [HosonbHo! domon! OTkaTuTe Kpecna!



Nnaea Xl

Kpecna oTkaTunum K gBepaMm, Ha OPYron KoHel, 3asibl.
babywka cuana. Bce Hawm CTECHUIUCbL TOTHaC Xe
KPYrom Hee C nosapasiieHnsaMn. Kak HU 3KCLEHTPUYHO
O6bino nosepeHne 6abylwky, HO ee TpuyMd MOKpbIBas
MHOroe€, n reHepan yxe He bosncs
CKoOMrnpomeTumpoBaTb ceba B nybsnmke poaACTBEHHbIMMU
OTHOLIEHUAMMN C TaKOM CTPaHHOM >XeHwmnHon. C
CHUCXOOAUTEJIbHOK U (haMUbApPHO-BECENow YNbibKOIO,
Kak Obl Tewa pebeHka, no3gpaBus oH 0abylwky.
BripoyeM, OoH Obl1 BUAMMO MOPa>KeH, PpaBHO KakK U BCe
3puTenn. Kpyrom rosopuan v ykasbiBaam Ha 6abyLiky.
MHorme npoxoawin MuUMO Hee, 4Tobbl 6aMxe ee
paccMmoTpeTb. Muctep AcCTnenm TOJNKOBaA O HeW B
CTOpPOHE C OBYMSA CBOMMMW 3HAKOMbIMWU aHrJIM4aHaAMMW.
HecKo/IbKO BesiMYaBblX 3pUTeNbHUL, OaM, C BeJIM4aBbIM
HegOyMeHMeM pacCcMaTpuBa/in ee KakK Kakoe-To 4yno.
He-pne Tak KM paccbinazaca B MNO34pPaB/IeHUNAX W

ynbibKax.
— Quelle victoire! __ — rosopun oH.
— Mais, madame, c'etait du feu! __ — npwubasuna c

3aurpbiBatolen ynblbkom mademoiselle Blanche.

— [Jla-c, BOT B3A11a Aa W BblUrpana ABeHaauaTb ThiCAY
dnopnHos! Kakoe pgBeHaguaTtb, a 30s10To0-T0? C
30J10TOM MOYTU 4YTO TPUHaAUATb BbINAET. DTO CKOJIbKO
no-Hawemy? TbiCAY WeCTb, 4TO n, byneT?

A OoNnoXwua, 4TO M 3a CeMb MepeBajnuao, a no
TenepelwHemy Kypcy, noXkasnaymn, n 4o BOCbMU AoWaET.

— LlyTka, BoceMb Thbica4! A BbLI-TO cunauTe 34€ecChb,
KoNmnaku, Hu4yero He penaete! [llotanbi4, Mapda,
BUOenn?

— MaTtywka, fa KakK 3To Bbl? BoceMb ThbiCcav
pybnen, — Bockauuana, nssmeadcb, Mapda.



— HaTe, BOT BaM OT MeHA NOo NATU 30J/10TbIX, BOT!
MoTanbly 1 Mapda bpocnnncek LLENOBaTb PYYKMN.

— W HocunbwmkaMm gaTtb no ppugpuxcoopy. dan nm
no 3o0n0ToMy, Anekcem WMBaHOBMY. YTO 3TO Jlakeun
KNaHaeTcd, u gpyrom Toxe? [losgpasnsaoT? Hanm um
TOXXe No ppugpuxcoopy.

— Madame la princesse... un pauvre expatrie...
malheur continuel... le princes russes sont si
genereux __, — YyBMBaJlaCb OKOJIO Kpeces ofHa
JINYHOCTb B UCTACKAHHOM CIOPTYKe, NecTpoM XWUJeTe, B
ycax, Aep>xa KapTy3 Ha oTsieTe n ¢ nogobocTpacTHO
ynbibKON...

— Han emy TOXe dpuapuxcoop. Het, npanm gBa; Hy,
OOBOJIbHO, @ TO KOHUA C HUMKN He bypeT. lMogbiMuTe,
Be3nTe! [lpackoBbd, — obpaTmnacb OHa K [losnHe
AnekcaHgpoBHe, — 4 Tebe 3aBTpa Ha nMJjaTbe KynJo, u
Tonm Kyrto mademoiselle... kKak ee, mademoiselle
Blanche, 4T0 nn, en ToXXe Ha nnaTbe KyrJio. MNepeseqn
en, MNMpackoBb4!

— Merci, madame, — ymMmunnbHo npucesia mademoiselle
Blanche, wnckpuBmB poT B HaCMewWwsMBYK YiblbKYy,
KoTopoto obMeHsanack ¢ [e-I'pue n reHepanom. NeHepan
OTYaCTU KOH(Y3UACA N yXaCcHO OblN1 pad, Korga Mbl
nobpanunce 0o annewn.

— @epocbs, depocba-To, AyMal, KakK yaouBUTCA
Tenepb, — roeopusa babyuika, BCMOMUHAA O 3HAKOMOU
reHepanbCKOW HAHWOWKE. — W e HY>XXHO Ha rnJjaTbe
nooapuTtb. 91, Anekcen MBaHoBWY, Anekcen iBaHOBWUY,
nogawm 3ToMy Huwemy!

Mo popore npoxoamn Kakon-To obopBaHeu, C
CKPKHOYEHHOK CMNMHOW, U rnsaaesn Ha Hac.

— [a 370, MOXeT ObITb, N HE HULLWW, @ KaKON-HNOYOb
npouwienbira, 6adbyuwka.

— Hawn! pan! nan emy rynbaeH!

A nogowen v nogas. OH NOCMOTpPEST Ha MEHSA C ANKUM
HeooyMeHueM, O4HaKOo Mos4a B3a rynabaeH. OT Hero



MaxJsio BUHOM.

— A Tbl, Anekcen WBaHOBWY, He npoboBan eule
cyacTua?

— HerT, 6abywika.

— Ay camMoro rnasa ropesnu, 9 sugena.

— 4 ewe nonpobyto, babylika, HenpeMeHHOo, NMOTOoM,

— W npamo cTtaBb Ha zero! BoT yBugnwb! CKONIbKO Yy
Tebda kanntany?

— Bcero ToOnbKO AgBaguatb  Ppuaopuxcoopos,
babyLuKka.

— HeMmHoro. MaTtbpecaT dpunapuxcaoposB g tebe gam
B3aMbl, eCQn Xo4dewb. BOT 3TOT caMbil CBEPTOK W
bepn, a Tbl, DaTioWwKa, BCe-Taku He xau, Tebe He
nam! — Bapyr obpatmnacb oHa K reHepany.

Toro TOYHO NepeBepHysiIo, HO OH NpomMonyan. He-I'pue
HaxXMypWcA.

— Que diable, c'est une terrible vieille! __ —
npowenTas OH CKBO3b 3yDbl FreHepany.

— Hvwun, HUwunn, onatb HUWMN! — 3aKpuydana
babywka. — Anekcen MiBaHOBUY, Oan N 3TOMY rysbAeH.

Ha >ToT pa3 noBCTpeyanca cemon cCTapuk, C
NepeBAHHON HOMoM, B KakKOM-TO CUHEM [OJINHHOMOJIOM
CIOPTYKE U C OAJIMHHOK TPOCTbIO B pyKaXx. OH NoxoxX 6bis
Ha CTaporo conpgata. Ho korga 4 nNpPOTAHYNn eMy
rynibOeH, OH caesian war Hasag W FPo3HO OCMOTpEer
MEHS4.

— Was ist's der Teufel! __ — KpuKHyn OH, NpnbaBuB K
3TOMY elle C OeCATOK pyraTtesbCTB.

— Hy aypak! — KpukHyna 6abyuika, MaxHyB pyKkon. —
Besnte panbwe! [lporonopmanace! Tenepb cenyac
obenaTb, MOTOM HEMHOIO MOBAaJAAChL M ONATbL TyAa.

— Bbl ONATb XOTUTE UrpaTb, babylwka? — KPUKHY 4.

— Kak 6bl Tbl gyman? 4Yto BbI-TO 34eCb cuauTe da
KNCHeTe, TakK U MHe Ha BaC CMOTpeTb?

— Mais, madame, — npubnusnnca He-Mpne, — les
chances vent tourner, une seule mauvaise chance et



vous perdrez tout... surtout avec votre jeu... c'etait
terrible! __

— Vous perdrez absolument __ , — 3awebeTtana m-lle
Blanche.

— [la BamM-TO BCeM Kakoe fgesio? He Bawwu npowurpato
— cBon! A roe 3ToT MuUctep ACtnen? — crnpocusia oHa
MeHS.

— B Bokcane ocTtasncs, 6abyuika.

— XXasb; BOT 3TOT TaK XOPOLUUN YeslOBEK.

MpnbbiB gomon, 6Gabywka ewe Ha NecTHuue,
BCTpeTuB obep-kKesbHepa, nogo3sasa ero u noxeacrana
CBOMM  BblUrpbiWeM; 3aTeM no3sasia depnocslo,
nooapuna em Tpu cpugpmnxcoopa M Besesia nogasaTb
obenaTtb. Pepocba U Mapca Tak 1 paccbinanncb npen
Heto 3a obegom.

— CMOTpIo A Ha Bac, MaTyLllKa, — Tpewana Mapda, —
n rosopto lloTanblyy, 4TO 3TO Hawa MaTyLKa Xo4eT
nenatb. A Ha cTone paeHer-to, aeHer-to, 6aTowKY!
BCIO-TO »XM3Hb CTOJIbKO [OeHer He BuablBasa, a BCb
KPYyromMm rocnoga, BCb o4HM rocnoga cnoat. M otkyna,
rosopto, loTanbl4, 3TO BCb Takue 34ecb rocrnopa?
dymato, nmomorn em cama MaTu-6oxxma. Monwcb s 3a
BaC, MaTylWKa, a cepaue BOT TakK U 3aMupaeT, TaK U
3aMupaeT, AOpoXy, BCA nOpoxy. [Hanm en, rocnogwu,
aymato, a TyT BOT BaM rocrnogb v nocnan. 1o cux nop,
MaTyLWKa, Tak U OPOXY, Tak BOT BCH N OPOXY.

— Anekcen MBaHoBKY, nocne obena, Yaca B 4YeThlpe,
roToBbCs; nompgem. A Tenepb MNoKaMecT rnpowan, na
OOKTOPULLKY MHe Kakoro-Hmbyab nossaTb He 3abyab,
TOXXe 1 BOAbl NNTb Hano. A To 1 no3abyaelb, NOXXanywn.

A Bblwen oT 6abywknm Kak oaypMaHeHHbIn. 4
cTapanca cebe npencrtaBuTb, 4TO Tenepb 6yaeT co
BCEMW HaLLIMMW U Kakon obopoT npumyT aena? 4 suaen
SICHO, 4YTO OHW (reHepas MNMpPenmmyLLecTBEHHO) elle He
ycnenu npuntm B cebd, paxe ©M  OT nNepBoro
BnevyaTneHuns. PakT noaBneHuns 6abywikm BMecCTo



0OXKMOaeMoN C Yacy Ha 4ac Tenerpammbl 06 ee cmMepTHn
(a ctano 6bITb, U O HacneacTee) Ao Toro pasapobun
BCIO CUCTEMY UX HAMEPEHUN N MPUHATbLIX peLueHnn, 4To
OHW C pewunTesibHbIM HeOOYMEHUEM U C KaKUM-TO
HaweawuM Ha BCeX CTONOHAKOM OTHOCUAUCL K
OanbHenwnm noasmuram 6abyLwkm Ha pyneTke. A Mmexay
TeM 3TOT BTOpoU aKT Obll 4YyTb JIN HE BaXHee
nepBoro, NOTOMY 4To X0Tb 6abywka v nosTopuaa ABa
pa3a, 4TO JAeHer redHepany He p[gacT, HO Bedb KTO
3HaeT, — BCe-Taku He [J0J/IKHO Obllo euwe TepsTb
Hagexabl. He Tepsan xe ee [e-I'pue, 3aMellaHHbIN BO
BCe pgena reHepana. A yeepeH, 4yTo u m-lle Blanche,
TOXe BeCbMa 3aMelaHHada (ewe Obl: reHepanblla w©
3Ha4YnTesNbHOE HacsencTso!), He noTepsna  Obl
Hagexabl W ynoTpebuna 6bl Bce obonbLIEHUSA
KoKeTCcTBa Haga 6abywkonm — B KOHTpacT C
HenoaaT/INBOIO n HeyMeloL e npunackaTbCs
ropasadykonm [llonmHon. Ho Tenepb, Tenepb, Korpaa
babylwka coBepwmnna Takme nMNoABUrM Ha pyneTke,
Tenepb, Korga AMYHOCTb 6abyliky oTnevyaTanacb npen
HUMW TakK SACHO U TUNU4eckn  (cTponTumBas,
BnactostobmuBaa cTtapyxa et tombee en enfance),
Tenepb, NoXanyn, u Bce normbno: Bedb OHa, Kak
pebeHOK, paga, 4TO pAopBanacb, W, KaK BOAMUTCS,
npourpaeTca B nyx. boxe! nogyman s (M NpocTn MeH4,
rocrnogu, C CaMbiM 3710pafgHbiM CMexoMm), — boxxe, Oa
Belb KaXabl hpnapuxcaop, NoctaBneHHbI 6abyLuKoto
naseda, noxunaca 6o0s94Kol0 Ha cepaue reHepana,
becun HOe-Fpne v goBoamn Ao mcctynneHmsa m-lle de
Cominges, y KOTOpPO/ MUMO pTa NPOHOCUJIN JIOXXKY. BOT
N ewe GakT: gaxke C BblUrpbilla, C pagocTu, Koraa
babylwlka pa3gaBasla BCEM [OEHbM U KaXaoro
MPOXOXEero nNpuHMMassa 3a HULWEro, gake n TyT y Hen
BbIPBA/IOCb K reHepany: «A tebe-To Bce-Taku He gam!»
9TO 3HA4YUT: cena Ha 3TOM MbICAK, yrnepnacb, CJI0BO
Takoe cebe gana; — onacHo! onacHo!



Bce 3T coobpakeHnsa xoaunnam B MOEN rosioBe B TO
BpeM4, Kak A nogHummancsa oT 6abywku no napagHomn
NecTHNue, B CaMbll BEPXHUW 3Ta>X, B CBOK KaMOPKY.
Bce 3TO 3aHMMano MEHS CWJIbHO; XOTH, KOHEYHO, 9 U
npexage Mor npeayragbiBaTb [JlaBHble ToOJICTENLINE
HWUTW, CBSA3blBaBLUME NPEeNO MHOK aKTEepoB, HO BCE-TakKu
OKOHYaTesJIbHO He 3HaJ1 BCex CpeacTB U TallH 3TOW
urpsl. MonnHa HUKorga He 6blla CO MHOK BMOJIHE
nosep4ymBa. XOTb W CJlydasioCb, NpaBda, 4TO OHa
OTKpbIBaZla MHe nog4vac, Kak Obl HEBOJZIbHO, CBOE
cepaue, HO 9 3aMeTWJl, 4TO 4YacTo, Aa NOoYTU M BCceraa,
nocne 3TUX OTKPbLITUA nAnm B CMex obpaTuT BCe
CKa3aHHoe, WM 3anyTaeT U C HaMepeHumem npuaacT
BCeMY JiIOXXHbIM Bua. O! oHa MHoroe ckpbiBana! Bo
BCAKOM CJlydae, A npenvyBCcTBOBaJl, 4TO noaxogouT
dnHan BCero 3Toro TaWHCTBEHHOrO0 U HaMpPs>XeHHOro
COCTOosHNA. Ewe oamH ynap — n Bce byaeT KOHYEHO ”
obHapy>xeHo. O cBoen y4yacCTW, TOXe BO BCEM 3TOM
3aMHTEepecoBaHHbIN, 9 No4YTU He 3aboTunca. CTpaHHoe
y MEHSA HacTpoeHue: B KapMaHe BCero nABaauaThb
dpuapnxcoopoB; 9 Oasieko Ha 4Yy)Xol cTopoHe, 6es3
MecTa n be3 cpencTB K CyLlecTBoOBaHUIO, 6e3 Hagexabl,
be3 pacyeTtoB U — He 3aboyycb 06 aTom! Ecnm 6blI He
ayma o lonuHe, To 9 NPoCTO BeCb oTaancs 6bbl ogHOMY
KOMUYECKOMY WHTEepecy nNpeacToslen pasBA3KU U
xoxoTan 6bl BOo BCce ropnao. Ho MNMonnHa cmyuwlaeT MeHs;
y4aCTb ee pewaeTcs, 3To S npenyvyysCTBOBas, HO,
KaloCb, COBCEM He y4yacTb ee MeHa becrnokounT. MHe
X04YeTCs MPOHUKHYTb B €€ TaWHbl; MHe XoTenocb Obl,
4yTOObI OHa NMpuLaa KO MHe U CKa3ana: «Begb a nwbnio
Teba», a ecnm HeT, ecnn 3To 6@€3yMCTBO HEMbIC/IUMO, TO
Torga... Hy, Oa 4ero noxenaTb? Pa3Be A 3Hal, 4ero
xenaw? 9 camM Kak NMoTepsHHbIN; MHE TOJIbKO Dbl BbITb
npun HewW, B ee opeoJsie, B ee CUAHNN, HAaBEYHO, BCeraa,
BCIO XXMN3Hb. lanblwe 4 Hn4yero He 3Haw! U pasee 9 mory
YATW OT Hee?



B TpeTbeM 3Taxe, B UX KOopuaope, MeHa 4TO-TO KakK
TONKHYNOo. A obepHynca v, B ABaAuaTu warax wam
bonee, ysmagen sbixoasawyi wnu3 asepun [lonuHy. OHa
TOYHO BbIXXWOaNla N BbiICMaTpuBasla MEHA U TOTHacC Xe K
cebe nomaHumna.

— lNonnHa AnekcaHOpoBHa...

— Tuwe! — nNpepynpennna oHa.

— MNpeacTtaBbTe cebe, — 3awenTan 1, — MEHA cenyac
TOYHO 4YTO TOJIKHYJI0 B BOK; ornsabiBatoCb — Bbl! TOYHO
3N1eKTPNUYeCTBO NCXOOUT U3 BaC Kakoe-To!

— Bo3bmuTe 3T0 nucbmMo, — 3aboTAMBO WU
HaxMypeHHO npowu3Hecna [losinHa, HaBepHoe He
paccsbilaB TOro, YTo s CKasaJl, — U nepenanite JINYHO
Muctepy AcTnetw cendac. [llockopee, npowy Bac.
OTBeTa He Hapgo. OH caMm...

OHa He porosopwna.

— MucTtepy AcTielo? — nepecnpocusi g B yaUBJIEHNN.

Ho lNosinHa y>Xe cKpbllacb B ABepb.

— Ara, Tak y HuUX nepenucka! — 4, pasymeeTcsq,
nobe)xan TOT4HAC e OTbICKMBATb MUCTepa AcThes,
cnepBa B ero oTesie, roe ero He 3acTtajl, NOTOM B
BOKcCasie, roe oberan Bce 3asbl, 1 HaKoHeL, B focane,
4YyTb He B OTYadAHMN, BO3BpalLlasiCb LOMOW, BCTPETUN
ero CcJy4avHO, B KaBaJlbKafe KakKue-TO aHrJm4yaH Wu
aHrIM4aHOK, BepxoM. { MoMaHWA ero, OCTaHOBWI W
nepenasn emy nMcbmMo. Mbl He ycnenn u nepernsaHyTbCA.
Ho 4 nopo3peBat, 4TO MuUCTep ACT/Ien HApPO4YHO
rnockopee NycTwun sowaab.

Mydynna nm MeHa peBHOCTb? Ho 4 6bi1 B camMoM
pa3butom coctosHMM payxa. 9 M yaooCTOBEPUTLCSA He
XoTen, 0 4YeM OHW nepenucbiBaloTca. WTak, OH ee
nosepeHHbIn! «Apyr-To gpyr, — gyman s, — 1 3TO SACHO
(n korgpa OH ycnen cagenaTbCd), HO €CTb M TYyT
noboBb?» «KOHEYHO, HeT», — LWenTanl MHe pacCynok.
Ho Beaob oOQHOro paccynka B 3fakKuUx ciydaax mMaso. Bo



BCAKOM CJlydae npencTtossio U 3TO pa3bACHUTL. [eno
HEMNPUATHO YCJIOXKHSAIOCh.

He ycnen s BOWTU B OTeNlb, KakK LwWBenuap wu
BbilUeAWnn M3  CBOEM KOMHaTbl  obep-kKenbHep
coobWmnm MHe, 4TO MeHd TpebyloT, UWyT, TP pasa
MocblJ1afin HaBeAbIBAaTLCA: rae A7 — MPOCAT Kak MOXHO
CKopee B HOMep K reHepasny. A Obl21 B CAMOM CKBEPHOM
pacrnosioXXeHnn ayxa. Y reHepana B kabunHeTe 4 Hawen,
KpoMe camoro reHepana, Le-lpme m m-lle Blanche,
ooHy, 6e3 maTepu. MaTb Oblnla pewnTenbHO
noacTtaBHas ocoba, ynoTpebnsaABlIancs TONbKO AN
napaga; Ho Korga goxogowso OO HacTodAwero gena, To
m-lle Blanche opynosana ogHa. [la v Bpsag /M Ta 4YTO-
HUbyab 3HaNa NpPo Aena CBoen Ha3BaHHOW O04YKMW.

OHWM BTPOEM O 4YEM-TO FOpHAYO CoBelanCb, N faxe
nsepb kKabumHeTa Oblna 3anepTa, 4Yero HUKorga He
bbiBano. lMoaxoas K ABepsM, A pacc/bilian FpoMkKue
rosoca — AOEepP3KUN N 93BUTENIbHbIN pa3srosop Le-Ipue,
Haxa/lbHO-pyraTesnbHbIn N OelweHbin KPpUK Blanche n
XKAJIKUA  roNoC reHepasna, O4YeBUOHO B  YEM-TO
onpasAabiBaBLllerocs. lNpu noasneHMnM MoemM BCe OHU KakK
Obl nonpuygepxanucb W noanpasunance. Le-Mpue
nonpasunsl BOJIOCbI W W3 CepauToro Jsauua caenari
ynbibaouwieecss, — TOK CKBepHoOW, oduunanbHo-
Yy4TUBOW, ¢ paHUY3CKOK YNblOKOK, KOTOpyl S Tak
HEHaBMXXY. YOUTBLIN K MOTEPABLWINACA  reHepan
MPUOCAHWJICS, HO KaK-TO MalmnHanbHO. OgHa TOJIbKO M-
lle Blanche no4yTtun He M3MeHUNa CBOEW CBepKalouieun
rHEBOM (PU3MOHOMUN U TOJILKO 3aMOJIKJ1a, YCTPEMUB Ha
MEHS B30p C HeTepnesinBbiM OXUOaHUEM. 3aMedy, 4YTOo
OHa [0 HEBEPOATHOCTU HebpeXXHO [ocesie CO MHOM
obxogmnnacb, fa)ke He oTBeYasla Ha MOU MNOKJIOHbI, —
MPOCTO He NpuMeYvasia MeHs.

— Anekcen MiBaHOBWY, — Havan HEe>XXHOo
pacnekawwmymMm TOHOM TreHepasi, — TM03BOJIbTE BaM
06BbABNTb, 4YTO CTPaHHO, B BbICOYAMLLUEN CTEMNEHU



CTPaHHoO... OO HUM CJ1I0BOM, BaLUW MOCTYMKN
OTHOCUTE/IbHO MEeHA U MOoero cemMencTsa... OOHUM
CJ/I0BOM, B BbiCOYaNLLEN CTEMeHN CTPaHHO...

— Eh! ce n'est pas ca, — c gocagon n npespeHnem
nepebun Oe-MNpne. (PewuntenbHO, OH BCeM 3anpaBnsn!)
— Mon cher monsieur, notre cher general se
trompe __, — Bnagas B TakoM TOH (MpoaoJsikar ero
peyb Mo-pycCKn), HO OH XOTes1 BaM CKa3aTb... TO eCTb
BaC npegynpeanTb WaKW, syywe cKasaTb, MPOCUTb Bac
ybeantenobHenwe, 4106bl Bbl HE Fybunm ero, — Hy aa,
He rybmnnu! 4 ynotpebnao MMeHHO 3TO BbiPpa>KeHUe...

— Ho 4yeM Xxe, 4yeMm xe? — npepsan 4.

— MMomunynte, Bbl bepeTecb ObITbL pykoBoOOUTENEM
(nnn Kak 3TO CKas3aTb?) 3TOM CTapyxu, cette pauvre
terrible vieille __ , — cbuBancsa cam [e-Ipne, — HO Bedb
OHa npourpaeTcsa; OoHa npowurpaetca Bca B nyx! Bel
camMu Buaenu, Bbl bbbl cBUaeTenem, Kak oHa urpaert!
Ecnn oOHa HayHeT npourpbiBaTb, TO OHa YX WU He
oToMaeT OT CTOJ1a, M3 ynpsaAMCTBa, U3 3J10CTU, U BCe
bynet urpaTtb, BCe byaeT mrpaTtb, a B TaKMUX ClyyvasX
HUKOrna He OThbIrPbIBAOTCSA, U TOoraa... Toraa...

— W Torpa, — noaxeaTwuna redHepas, — Toraa Bbl
norybute Bce cemencTteo! 9 n moe ceMencTBo, Mbl — ee
HacnegHukn, y Hen HeT 6onee 6aM3kKonm poaHu. A Bam
OTKPOBEHHO CKaXy: AeJsla MOW pPacCTPOEHbl, KpaunHe
paccTpoeHbl. Bbl camMu oT4yacTm 3HaeTe... Ecam oOHa
MPourpaeT 3HAaYUTEsNIbHYIO CYMMY UM Oa)ke, NoXkanyu,
BCe cocTosiHMne (o0 Boxe!), 4To Torma Obyaer C HUMMK, C
MouMUn geTtbMun! (reHepan orndaHyncsa Ha Ae-Mpue) — co
MHow! (OH nornagen Ha m-lle Blanche, ¢ npe3peHunem
OT HEero oTBepHYBLUYIOCA.) Anekcen MiBaHOBWY, criacuTe,
cnacuTe Hacl..

— [Jla 4eM e, reHepasn, CKaXxuTe, 4emMm 9 Mory... 4To
A-TO TYT 3Ha4y?

— OTKaxunTecb, oTKaxutecb, bpocbTe eel..

— Tak opyrov HangeTtcsa!l — BCKpu4yan 1.



— Ce n'est pas ca, ce n'est pas ca, — nepebun onaTb
He-F'pne, — que diable! HeT, He nokmpgawnTe, HO NO
KpaHen Mepe yCcoBeCTUTe, YroBopuTe, OTBJEKUTE...
Hy, HaKOHelU, He ganTe en nNnpourpaTb CJNLLKOM MHOrO,
OTBJIEKUTE ee KakK-Hubyab.

— JIla Kak 4 3To caenat? Ecam 6bl Bbl CaMu B34J1UCb

3a 3TOo, monsieur Oe-I'pue, — npubaBua 9 KakK MOXHO
HanBHee.
TyT b 3aMeTunn ObICTPbLIN, OFHEHHbIN,

BonpocuTenbHbIN B3rnaa mademoiselle Blanche Ha [e-
[pne. B nunue camoro [e-Ipnme MesiIbKHYJIO 4YTO-TO
ocobeHHOoe, 4TO-TO OTKPOBEHHOE, OT 4Yero OH He Mor

yaep»XXaTbCA.

— TO-TO N eCTb, YTO OHa MeHd He BO3bMeT Tenepb! —
BCKpuYas, MaxHyB pykown, He-lpme. — Ecam 6.,
MOTOM...

He-pne 6bICTPO M 3Ha4YUTENbHO nornggen Ha m-lle
Blanche.

— O mon cher monsieur Alexis, soyez si bon __ , —
LIarHysla Ko MHe C 06BOPOXUTENbHOW YbIOKOKO caMa
m-lle Blanche, cxBaTuna mMeHda 3a obe pykKn M Kpenko
caJia. HepT BO3bMU! 3TO AbABOJIbCKOE JINLLO YMesIO B
OHY CEeKyHOYy MeHSATbCA. B 3TO MrHoOBeHME Yy Hen
ABMIOCb TaKoe npocsliee nmuo, Takoe Munoe, OeTCKn
ynbibatolleecs n ga)ke wanoBaMBOe; Noa KoHeLl, dpa3bl
OHa MJIYTOBCKW MHEe MOAMWUIrHYyNla, TUXOHbKO OT BCEX;
cpe3aTb pa3oM, 4YTO Jin, MeHa XxoTena? W HenypHo
BbILLJIO, — TOJNIbKO Y>X Trpybo ObINO 3TO, OAHakKO,
y>KaCHO.

Moacko4mn 3a HeM U reHepars, — MMEeHHO NOACKOYWUII:

— Anekcen MIBaHOBWY, NPOCTUTE, YTO S AaBeyva TaK C
BaMM Ha4dasn, 9 He TO COBCEM XOTesn CKa3aTb... A Bac
rnpoLuy, yMOJIS, B MOSC BaM KJIQHSAKOCb MO-PYyCCKHU,

— Bbl OOWH, OONH MOXeTe Hac cnactu! 94 n m-lle de
Cominges Bac yMmonsiem, — Bbl NOHMMaeTe, Bedb Bbl



MoHMMaeTe? — yMOJIS/1 OH, NMOKa3blBasi MHE rja3aMuy Ha
m-lle Blanche. OH 6bi21 04eHb »XaNoK.

B 3Ty MUHYTY pasfanncb TpU TUXUE N NOYTUTESIbHbIE
yhapa B ABEPb; OTBOPUIIN

— CTy4Yan KOPWUAOPHbLIA Cnyra, a 3a HUM, B
HeCKONIbKUX wWwarax, crtoan loTanbiy. lMocnbl ObIM OT
6abywkn. TpeboBasioCb CbICKaTb W OOCTaBUTb MeEH4
HemMensieHHo, «cepaaTcsa», — coobwmn MNMoTanbiy.

— Ho Befb elle ToNIbKO NoJsIoBUHa YyeTBepToOoro!

— OHM 1 3aCHYTb HE MOrsu, BC€ BOPOYasiNCb, MOTOM
BOPYr BCTanu, Kpecsa notpeboBanm n 3a BaMn. YK oHU
Tenepb Ha KpblibLUe-C...

— Quelle megere! __ — kKpukHyn He-lpue.

HencteutenbHO, 9 Hawen babylKy y>Xe Ha KpblbLe,
BbIXOOALLYIO U3 TepneHus, 4To MeHsa HeT. [1o YeTbipex
4aCOB OHa He Bblaep>xKana.

— Hy, nogbiMmanTte! — KpPUKHYNa OHa, WU Mbl
OTMPaBUINCL ONATb Ha PYJIETKY.



Nnaea Xll

babywka 6bls1a B HETEPNENNBOM U pasfpa>KUTeSIbHOM
COCTOAHMN AOyXa; BUAHO Obl1I0, 4YTO pyJneTka Yy Hewn
Kpenko 3acesia B rosioe. Ko BceMy oCTaJ/lbHOMY OHa
Oblla HeBHUMaTeNIbHa 1 BoobLLEe KpaHe paccesiHHa. Hu
Mpo 4TO, HaNnpuMep, NO A4OPOre HW paccnpawmeana, Kak
naseva. yBnns OLHY boratenwyto KOJIACKY,
MpPoOMYaBLUYOCSd MMMO Hac BMXpeM, OoHa 6bI0 NogHANa
PYKY 1 cnpocuna: «41o Takoe? Yobn?» — HO, Ka>keTcd, U
He paccablllasa Moero OoTBeTa; 3a4yMYMBOCTb ee
becnpepbIBHO npepbiBanach pe3KnMu n
HeTeprneamebiIMN TENIOABMXXEHUAMU W BbIXOOKaMMW.
Korga s e nokasas msganu, y>xe rnoaxons K Bokcasny,
bapoHa n 6apoHeccy Bypmeprenbm, oHa paccesiHHO
nocMoTpesia U CoBepLleHHO paBHOAYLIHO CKa3ana: «Al»
— 1, bbiIcTpo o0b6epHyBWUCL K [loTanbiyy n Mapdpe,
LaraswmMM c3agn, oTpesana nMm:

— Hy, Bbl 3a4eM yBA3anncb? He Kaxkabin pa3 bpaTtb
Bac! Crtynamte pomom! MHe wn Tebs p[O0OBOJSIBHO, —
npmnbaBwusa oHa MHe, Korga Te TOPOMJINBO MOKJIOHNINCH
N BOPOTUINCL OOMOWN.

B Bokcane 6abywky yxe >xpgann. ToTdac xe
oTropogusin en To Ke camoe MecCcTO, BO3Jle Kpyrepa.
MHe KaXeTcCsd, 3T Kpynepbl, BCerga Takue YuMHHbIe U
npeactasnswowme n3 cebsa o6bIkHOBEHHbIX YAHOBHUKOB,
KOTOPbIM MOYTU PELUNTESIbHO BCE PaBHO: BbIUIpaeT s
6aHK nnn npourpaeT, — BOBCE He pPaBHOAYLWHbI K
npourpoiy ©6aHKa W, y>X KOHeYHO, CHab>XeHbl Koun-
KaKUMN WNHCTPYKUMSAMU ON18 TMPUBJIEYEHNS UFPOKOB U
Ons sAwero HabnwaoeHNa Ka3eHHOro nHTepeca, 3a 4To
HEenpeMeHHO M caMu NoJsiyyarT Mnpusbl U npemun. Mo
KpanHen Mepe Ha 0abylwKky CcMOTpenm yX KakK Ha



XKEepPTBOYKY. 3aTeM, 4TO Yy Hac npegnojlarasan, To WU
C/1y4M0Ch.

BoT Kak 6b110 geno.

Babylwika npsAMO HakKMHYMaCb Ha Zero M ToT4yac XXe
Benesa CTaBUTb MO [ABeHaauaTun Qpuapuxcaopos.
MocTaBunn pas, BTOPON, TPETUN — Zero He BbIXOAWJI.

«CTaBb, CTaBb!» — TonkKana MeHa 0Oabywka B
HeTepneHun. A cnywancs.
— CKOMIbKO pa3 npocTaBuan? — Crpocuna oOHa

HaKoHeL, cKkpexxeula 3ybamMmum oT HeTepneHus.

— [Ja y>X aBeHaguaTbi pa3 cTaBwua, 6abywka. Cto
COPOK 4eTblpe dpuagpuxcoopa npoctasunn. A Bam
rosopto, babylika, oo Beyepa, NoOXKanymn...

— Monyn! — nepebuna babyuwka. — lNocTaBb Ha Hero
N NOCTaBb CeMyaC Ha KPacCHYyo TbICAYY rynbaeHoB. Ha,
BOT buner.

KpacHaa BblWa, a zero onATb JIOMNHYJ;, BOPOTUIU
TbICAYY ryJIbOEHOB.

— Buanwb, snanws! — wentana 6abywka, — noyTu
BCe, 4TO npocTasunun, sopoTuan. CTtaBb OMATb Ha Zero;
elle pa3 gecaTb noctaBum n 6pocum.

Ho Ha naTom pa3e 6abylLika coBCceM COCKYyYMnach.

— bBbpoCb 3TOT MAKOCTHbIK 3epULLlKO K 4epTy. Ha,
CTaBb BCE YeTbIpe ThbICAYN rysibJEeHOB Ha KPaCHYI, —
npuKasasia OHa.

— babywka! MHoro 6yageT; HyY KakKk He BblAgeT
KpacHas, — yMmonan $; Ho 6abywka 4yTb MeHA He
npnbuna. (A BNpo4YeM, OHa TakK TOJIKajslaCb, 4TO MOYTH,
MO>XHO CKa3aTb, W Apanacb.) Hevyero 6bi10 genatb, 4
MOCTaBMJ1 Ha KPACHY BCe 4YeTblpe ThbICAYU IySibOEHOB,
BblrpaHHble OaBe4a. Koneco 3aBepTenocb. babyuika
cugena  CrnokKoOWMHO M ropao  BbIMPAMMBLUUCL, HE
COMHEeBasACb B HENPEMEHHOM BbINTPbILLE.

— Zero, — BO3rnacusa Kpynep.

CHayvana 6abylika He NoHaMa, HO Korga yBuaana, 4To
Kpynep 3arpeb ee 4yeTbipe TbICAYU FysbOEHOB, BMeCTe



CO BCeM, YTO CTOSJI0O Ha CTOJIe, U Yy3HaJjsa, 4YTO Zzero,
KOTOPbIN TaK OOJIF0 He BbIXOAWZT U Ha KOTOPOM Mbl
MPOCTaBUIN MOYTU ABECTU PpuapuxcaopoB, BbICKOYMNII,
KaK Hapo4Ho, Torga, korga 6abylwka TOSIbKO 4TO ero
obpyrana n ©Opocuna, TO axHysla U Ha BCHO 3any
crnaecHyna pykamun. Kpyrom gake 3acMesisincCb.

— baTowkn! OH TYyT-TO MPOKAATBLIA U BbICKOYMN! —
Bonuiaa b6abylwka, — BeAb 343aKOWN, 30aKON OKasHHbIN!
ITO Tbl! 2TO BCe Tbll — CcBMPENO HaKMHYyJlaCb Ha MeH4,
TOJIKAsACb. — DTO Tbl MEHSA OTrOBOPUJI.

— babywka, 4 BamM 0eno roBopus, Kak Mory otTee4aTb
1 3@ BCe LWAHCbI?

— 4d-Te pam wWaHcbl! — wWenTana OHa rpo3HO, —
rnoLwles1 BOH OT MeHH.

— MpowanTte, 6abywka, — NOBEPHYCSA 9 YXOOUTb.

— Anekcein MiBaHoBuY, Anekcen VMiBaHOBMNY, OCTaHbCA!
Kygoa Tbl? Hy, 4ero, 4yero? Nwb paccepgunca! dypak!
Hy nobyab, nobyab euwe, Hy, He cepaucb, 1 cama aypa!
Hy CKaXXu, Hy 4TO Tenepb AenaThb!

— 4, 6abywka, He BO3bMyCb BaM MOACKa3blBaThb,
MOTOMY 4TO Bbl MeHS e bynete 06BUHATL. Urpante
caMu; NpuKasbliBanTe, 9 CTaBUTb byay.

— Hy, Hy! Hy CTaBb elle YeTblpe ThICAYN ryJIbOEHOB
Ha KpacHyto! BoT bymaxkHUK, 6epn. — OHa BbliHYyNa U3
KapMaHa u noaana MHe bymMaxHuk. — Hy, bepun ckopen,
TYT OBaAuaTb ThiCAY pybnen YNCTbIMN OEeHbraMn.

— babywka, — npowenTan 4, — Takme Kywwu...

— XuBa He xo4y 6bITb — oTbIrpatocb. CrtaBb! —
[TocTaBuAM N Npourpann.

— CTaBb, CTaBb, BCe BOCeMb CTaBb!

— Henb34, 6abylwka, cambin 60nbLLION KyW YeTbipel..

— Hy cTaBb 4eTbipe!

Ha >ToT pa3 Bbinrpanu. babyuwka oboapunacs.

— Buaonwsb, Bmanwb! — 3aToNIKana OHa MeHd, —
CTaBb ONATb 4YeTblpe!



NMocTaBuanm — npourpasan; MNOTOM eWwe u eue
npourpann.
— babyuwka, Bce nOBeHaauaTb TbhICAY YyWAN, —
NOJIOXKWUI K.
— Buy, 4TO BCe yLIn, — NPOroBopuia OHa B KaKOM-
TO CNOKOWCTBUM OelweHCcTBa, €eC/IM  TaK MOXHO

BblPa3nTbCs, — BUXY, BaTowka, BUXy, — bopmoTana
OHa, cMoTpsa npen cobow HENOABUXKHO N KakK b6yaTo
pa3aoymbiBas, — 3x! )KuBa He xo04y ObITb, CTaBb eLlle

yeTblpe ThICAYU rybaeHOB!

— [Ha neHer HeT, 6abyuwka; TyT B ByMa>kKHUKE HaLuw
MNATUMPOLLEHTHbLIE N €elle Kakume-TO rnepesodbl eCTb, a
neHer Her.

— A B Kowlenbke?

— Menoyb ocTanacb, 6abyLuka.

— EcTb 30ecb MeHsJibHble JTaBKU? MHe cka3aju, 4To
BCe Hawum 6ymarnm pasmMeHsaTb MOXHO, — pelnTeNlbHO
cnpocuna 6abyuwika.

— 0O, ckonbko yrogHo! Ho 4TO Bbl MnoTepseTe 3a
MPOMeEH, TakK... CaM Xunpg yxacHetcs!

— B3pop! Otbirpatock! Be3u. [lo3BaTb 3TuUX
bonegaHoB!

A oTKaTun Kpecsa, SABUWINCb HOCWUJIbLWLUWKW, WU Mbl
MoOKaTWIN N3 BOKCasa.

— Ckopen, ckopen, ckopen! — KoOMaHOoOBasa
babywka. — [loka3biBanm pgopory, Anekcen MBaHOBWY,
na nobnu>xe BoO3bMW... a AaneKo?

— [Ba wara, 6abywika.

Ho Ha noBOpoOTe N3 CKBepa B asIylelo BCTpeTunnacb HaMm
BCA Halla KoMMaHua: reHepan, de-IN'pne n m-lle Blanche
C MaMeHbKoN. [loNnHbl AneKcaHOPOBHbI C HUMU He
OblN10, MUCTepa ACTiesa Toxe.

— Hy, Hy, Hy! He ocTaHaBauBaTbCA! — Kpuyana
babyllka, HYy, 4ero BaM Takoe? Hekorga ¢ Bamu TyT!

A wen czagn; de-I'prue Nnoackoymn Ko MHe.



— Bce paBewHee npourpasa v ABeHaguaTb TbICAY
rynbAeHoOB CBOUX npocagwuna. EnpemM naTmnpoueHTHble
MEHSATb, — LIenHy 9 eMy HaCKopo.

He-F'pue TOMHYN HoOrot wu Opocunca coobwnTb
reHepany. Mbl NnpofosKanm KaTuTb 6abyLiky.

— OcTaHoBUTE, oOCTaHoBUTE! — 3awWwenTan MHe
reHepan B UCCTYMJIEHUN,

— A BOT nonpobynte-Ka ee 0OCTaHOBUTb, — LUENHYJ S
emy.

— TeTtywka! — npnbnusnnca reHepasn, — TeTyLWKa...
Mbl Cenyac... Mbl Cenyac... — roJloC y Hero apo><asi u
nagan, — HaHMMaeMm Jowagen U egem 3a ropod...
BocxuntutensHenwmnin  BUA... MNyaHT... Mbl WM Bac
npuriawaTh.

— W, Hy Tebsa n c nyaHTOoM! — pasgpaXkKmtenbHo
OTMaxHynacb oT Hero 6abyLuka.

— Tam pepeBHd... Tam 6ygeMm 4anm nMUTb... —
NpoAoJIXKana reHepan y>kKe C NoJIHbIM OTHassHUEM.

— Nous boirons du lait, sur I'herbe fraiche __, —
npubasunn Oe-I'pne c 3Bepckoto 310601.

Du lait, de I|'herbe fraiche — 3To0 BCe, 4TO ecTb
noeanbHO UAWIINYECKOro Yy NapuXckoro Oyp>xya; B
3TOM, KaK W3BeCTHO, B3rnsn ero Ha «nature et la
verite!»

— W, Hy Teba c monokoM! Xnewm cam, a y MeHA OT
Hero 6ptoxo 6onut. Oa w 4ero Bbl npuctann?! —
3akKpuydana 6babyllka, — ropopto Hekoraa!

— Mpuexanun, babyuwka! — 3akpunyan 4, — 3gecb!

Mbl nogkaTuam K aomy, roe delna KoHTopa 6aHKupa.
A nowen wMeHATb, 6abywka ocTanacb XAaTb Y
noavesna; [Le-l'pue, reHepan un Blanche cTtosnn B
CTOPOHE, He 3Had, 4To UM genaTb. babylwka rHeBHO Ha
HUX NOCMOTpPEeNa, N OHN YW N0 AOpOore K BOKCasy.

MHe npennoXXuam Takon Y>XaCHbIW pacyeT, 4YTOo A He
pewwnnca u  BopoTuaca K 6abywke  npocuTb
MHCTPYKLNIA.



— AX, pa3bomHuKM! — 3akKpuyasa OHa, BCMJECHYB
pykamn. — Hy! Huyero! — MeHan! — KpUKHYJIa OHa
pewnTenbHo, — CTOW, MO30BU KO MHe baHKunpa!

— Pa3Be Koro-Hnmbyab 13 KOHTOPLWMKOB, babyLika?

— Hy KOHTOpLWKa, BCe paBHO. AX, pa3bonHmnku!

KOHTOPWMK cornacunaca BbIUTWU, Y3HaB, 4YTO ero
npocut K cebe cTapasd, paccnabsneHHas rpaguHs,
KOTopas He MOXXeT xoauTb. babylika O0nro, rHEBHO U
FPOMKO  yrnpekasa ero B  MOLWIEHHU4YecTBe W
ToproeaJjlaCb C HUM CMeCbio PYCCKOro, (hpaHLy3CKOro u
HEeMeLKOro s$3blKOB, MpUYeM s TMoMorajsl nepesoay.
Cepbe3Hbll KOHTOPLWMK NocMaTpmBasa Ha Hac obounx u
MOJ14a MOTan rosioson. babyuwky ocMaTpmBan oH gaxke
C CJIMWKOM npuUcTalbHbIM JIOBONBLITCTBOM, 4TO YXKe
Obl10 HEBEXX/IMBO; HAKOHEL, OH CTan yabibaTbCs.

— Hy, ybnpanca! — kpukHyna babylwka. — lNogaBuchk
MOUMMN  OeHbramm! Pa3mMeHAn Yy Hero, Anekcewn
NBaHOBMY, HeKoraa, a 7o 6bl K Apyromy noexaTb...

— KOHTOpPWMK roBOPUT, YTO Yy OPYrux euie MeHblue
AanyT.

HaBepHoe He NOMHIO TorgawHero pacyeTta, HO OH Bbis
y>XaceH. 4 HaMeHan 0o ABeHaduaTW TbiCAY (PJIOPUHOB
30/10TOM 1 Bbunetamu, B3 pacHeT n BblHeC babyuike.

— Hy! Hy! Hy! He4yero cymTaTb, — 3aMaxajla OHa
pyKaMun, — CKOpen, CKkopen, ckopewn!

— Hunkorpga Ha 3TOT NPOKAATLIN zero He byay CTaBUTb
N Ha KPACHYIO TOXXe, — MPOMOJIBUJIa OHa, Nogbe3>kas K
BOKCasy.

Ha 3TOoT pa3 4 BCEMU CuslaMN CTapasiCd BHYWUTb el
CTaBUTb KaK MOXHO MeHblle, ybexgasa ee, 4To npwu
obopoTe wWwaHcoB Bcerga byneT BpeMsa MOCTaBUTb U
bonbwon Kyw. Ho oHa 6bila Tak HeTepnesnuBa, 4TO
XO0Tb W corjlawasiacb CHa4aJla, HO BO3MOXXHOCTU He
Oblno caepXaTb €e BO BpeMs Urpbl. YyTb TOJIbKO OHa
Ha4yMHaJsla BbIUIFPbIBAaTb CTAaBKWM B OeCATb, B ABafuUaThb
dpuopunxcgopos, — «Hy, soT! Hy, BOT! — Ha4ynMHana oHa



TOJIKATb MEHS, — HYy BOT, BbIUrpann Xxe, — CToA10 Obl
YyeTblpe ThbICAYN BMECTO AeCATU, Mbl Bbl YeTbipe ThICAYN
BblrpaJiK, @ TO YTO Tenepb? ITO BCe Thl, BCe Thbl!»

N kKak H1 Bpana MeHa gocapa, rnans Ha ee urpy, a 4
HaKOHeL, pewunnaca MosdaTb U He coBeToBaTb Oosblue
HU4ero.

Bopyr noackoymn He-Fpue. OHM BCe Tpoe 6biin
Bo3Nne; 4 3ameTtun, 4T1o m-lle Blanche ctoana c
MaMeHbKON B CTOpoHe W ntbe3HnYana C KHSA3bKOM.
[eHepan 6bl1 B SABHOM HEMMUIOCTWU, MNOYTU B 3aroHe.
Blanche paxe n cMoTpeTb Ha Hero He xoTtesna, XO0Tb OH
N AW noasie Hee BCeMU cusiamn. begHbin reHepan!
OH BnegHen, KpacHen, TpeneTana U ga)ke y)x He cregun
3a urpoto 6adbywkun. Blanche n KHA3eK HakoHeL, BbILUW;
reHepan nobexxan 3a HUMMN.

— Madame, madame, — MenOBbIM 0JIOCOM LIenTas
babywke Oe-Ipue, NPOTECHUBLLUCbL K CAMOMY ee yxy. —
Madame, 30aK CTaBKa HeMnaeT... HET, HEeT, He MOXXHO...
— KOBepKaJl OH Mo-pycCckn, — HeT!

— A Kak xe? Hy, Hay4un! — obpaTumnacb K HeMmy
babywka. [Oe-fpue BApyr O6biICTPO 3abontan no-
dpaHUY3CKMN, Havan COBETOBaTb, CYeTWJICA, FOBOPWUII,
4YTO HaAo »XAaTb LWAHCY, CTajsl pacCYNTbIBaTb Kakue-To
undgpsl... 6Gabywka Hu4Yero He noHuMmana. OH
becnpepbIBHO obpallancsa Ko MHe, 4yTob A nepeBoaus,
TblKasl ManbleM B CTOJI, YKa3blBaJl; HAaKOHeL, CXBaTui
KapaHdaw M Ha4das Oblo BbICHMTLIBATb Ha OyMaXkke.
babylika noTtepsaa HakKoHeL TepreHune.

— Hy, nowen, nowen! Bce B3pop Menewb! «Madame,
madame», a caM 1 gena-To He noHmmaeT; nowesn!

— Mais, madame, — 3awebetan [e-fpue n cHoBa
Ha4vyan ToJIKaTb W nMoka3biBaTb. O4eHb YX ero
pa3bupano.

— Hy, nocTtaBb pa3, Kak OH roBOpUT, — MpuKasana
MHe babyliKka, — NMOCMOTPUM: MOXXET, U B CaMOM perne
BblnaeT.



He-lpne xoTen TONbLKO OTBseYb ee OT 6onblwnx
Kylwen: oH npennaran CTaBUTb Ha 4Yucsa, NOOAUNHOYKE
N B COBOKYMHOCTWU. A nmocCcTaBw/, NO ero ykasaHui, no
dbpnaopnxcoopy Ha pag HeyYeTHbIX 4Yucen B MepBbliX
nBeHaguaTtn M no natTm PpuaopuxcaoopoB Ha rpynmnbl
yncen OT ABeHaguaTn OO BOoCeMHaguatTm U OT
BOCeMHaguatTn 0O  OBaguatu  4eTblpex:  BCero
MOCTaBuUAW LWWeCTHaAUaTb PPUOAPUXCOOPOB.

Koneco 3aBepTenoch. «Zero», — KPUKHy N Kpynep. Msbl
BCe rnpowurpann.

— 3Spakom 6onBaH! —  KpukHyna 6abylika,
obpawasce kK [He-fpyue. — SpakonW Tbl MeEP3KUN
pbpaHuy3uwKkal Beob nocoBeTyeT e m3sepr! llowen,
nowen! Hnyero He NnoHMMaeT, a Tyaa e cyetcsa!

CTpawHo obuxeHHbI [e-fpue noxan naedamu,
npe3puTtenbHO nocmoTpen Ha 6abywky mn otowen. Emy
Y>K CaMOMY CTaJio CTblAHO, YTO CBA3aJICH; CJZINLLKOM YX
He yTepnen.

Yepes 4yac, Kak Mbl HN Bunmcb, — BCe Npourpanu.

— Homon! —KpunkHyna 6abyuwika.

OHa He npoMoJsiBUIa HW CsioBa 00 camMon asiien. B
annee, N yxe nogbesXxas K OTesilo, Y Hell Ha4danum
BbIPbIBaTbCSA BOCKJNLAHUA:

— JKaa aypa! skaa aoypbiHaoa! CTtapasa Tbl, CTapas
aypbiHOA!

TONbKO 4YTO Bbexaan B KBapTupy: — Yawo MHe! —
3akpuydana babylwka, — n cenyac cobupatbca! Enem!

— Kypaa, MaTywka, exaTb Uu3Boamte? — Ha4dana Oblio
Mapda.

— A Tebe Kakoe geno? 3Han CBEPYOK CBOW LLECTOK!
MoTanbl4, cobupan BCe, BCO MOKaxy. Eaem Ha3apg, B
MockBy! 9 NnATHaOUaTb ThIiCAY LeJIKOBbIX
npogepwnunnna!l

— [laTHaguaTb TbiCcAY, MaTywka! boxe Tbl monm! —
KPUKHYN  6bis1o  loTanbl4, YMWUANTENbHO BCMNJECHYB
pyKamMu, BEpOATHO, npegnosiaras yCayXUTbCA.



— Hy, Hy, aypak! Ha4van ewe XxHblkaTb! Monyn!
Cobupatbca! CyeT, ckopee, ckopeWn!

— bamxanwumnm noesn oOTNpPaBUTCA B AO€eBATb C
MONIOBUHOO 4YacoB, 6abyuwka, — ponoxun £, 4100
OCTaHOBUTL ee pypop __ .

— A Tenepb CKONbKO?

— lNonoBnHa BOCbMOTO.

— 2JKasa pgocapa! Hy Bce paBHo! Anekcen MBaHOBWY,
OeHer y MeHs HM Konenku. BoT Tebe ewe asa bunera,
cberam Tyga, pasMeHAnN MHe N 3TU. A TO He C 4eM 1
exaThb.

7 oTnpasuncda. Yepes nosivaca BO3BPaTUMBLUUCL B
oTeNb, S 3acTajsl BCeX Hawwux y 6abywkun. Y3HaB, 4TO
babywka ye3xaeT coBceM B MoOCKBY, OHU Oblaun
MnopakeHbl, KaxeTcs, ewe bosbwe, 4Yem ee
npourpsbliwem. [llosioXKMM, OTbe3noM cracasocb ee
COCTOSAAHME, HO 3aTO 4TO »>Xe Ternepb CTaHeTca C
reHepanom? Kto 3arnatut [He-fpue? M-lle Blanche,
pa3ymeeTcs, XAaTb He byneT, noka nompeT 6abyuika,
U, HAaBEpPHOe, YJIN3HET Tenepb C KHA3bKOM WJIN C KeM-
HUbyab apyrum. OHKM CTOANM Nepen Hew, yTelwann ee un
yropapmsanu. T[losnHbl onaTb He 6bi10. babyuwka
HENCTOBO Kpu4aJsla Ha HUX.

— OTBaAXuTtecb, 4yeptn! Bam 41O 3a peno? Yero sTa
KO3/MHasa bopoaa KO MHe nes3eT, — Kpu4dasa oHa Ha [e-
pne, — a Tebe, Nnuronuua, 4ero Hago? — obpaTmnach
oHa K m-lle Blanche. — Yero onnwe?

— Diantre! __ — npowenTana m-lle Blanche, 6eweHo
CBEPKHYB rjlasamMu, HO BAPYr 3axoxoTaJsia M BbilJia.

— Elle vivra cent ans! __ — KpuKHyJsa oOHa, BbIX04A
U3 OBepen, reHepany.

— A, Tak Tbl Ha MO CMepTb paccyUTbiBaewb? —
3aBonuna babywka reHepany, — nowen! BbIFOHU KX
BceXx, Anekcenm KVeaHoBum4! Kakoe Bam peno? {A csoe
npocBucTaJsa, a He Bawe!



[[eHepan no>xasn njsedamu, COrHysica u Bbiwen. [e-
['pne 3a HUM.

— Mo3BaTb lpackoBblo, — Benena 6abywka Mapde.

Yepe3 naTte MuUHYT Mapda BopoTunace ¢ lMosnHon.
Bce aT1O0 Bpemda [lonmHa cumpesa B CBOEN KOMHaTe C
0EeTbMUN N, KaXXeTCH, HapO4YHO pelunsnacb BeCb OEHb He
BbIXOOUTb. JlInuo ee ObIIO Cepbe3Ho, TFPYCTHO U
o3aboyeHo.

— lMpackoBbd, — HavYana 6abywka, — NpaBaa nn, 4TO
S1 1aBeYya CTOPOHOW y3Hana, 4Tto 6yato 6bl 3TOT Aypak,
OTYNM-TO TBOW, XOYeT >XEeHUTbCA Ha 3TOW rJynou
BEPTYLUKE (hpaHLYXEeHKe, — aKTpuca, 4To Jin, OHa, NN
TOro ewe xy»xe? losopu, npasna 3T10?

— HaBepHoe npo 3To 8 He 3Hat, babywka, —
oTBeTuna [losiMHa, — HO Mo caoBaM camMonm m-lle
Blanche, koTopas He HaXoAWUT HYXHbIM CKpbIBaTb,
3aKJio4alo...

— JoBosbHO! — 3Heprunyeckun npepsana 6abywka, —
BCe noHwmMmatl! f Bcerpa c4MTana, 4TO OT Hero 37O
CTaHeTCs, U BCerga c4uTtasia ero camMmbiM NycTenwmnm v
NIErKOMbIC/IEHHbLIM  4YeJIOBEKOM. 3aTawmn Ha cebs
dopcy, 4TO reHepasn (M3 MNOJIKOBHUKOB, MO OTCTaBKe
nony4mnn), oa n Ba>xxKHu4aeT. {1, MaTb MO4, BCe 3HAlO, Kak
Bbl TesierpamMmy 3a Tesierpammon B MOCKBY MocCblsianmn
— «CKOpPO U, AeckaTb, cTapad 6babka HOrm NpoTAHET?»
Hacnencrtea xpanu; 6e3 peHer-to ero 3Ta nonasas
neBka, Kak ee — de Cominges, 4TO 1M, — U B JNlaKeN K
cebe He BO3bMET, Aa eue Co BCTaBHbIMU-TO 3ybamu. Y
HeW, roBOPSAT, Y CaMOW OeHer Ky4a, Ha NPOouUEeHTbl AaeT,
nobpom Haxkmna. 4, NMpackoBbd, Tebs HE BUHIO; HE Thl
Tenerpammbl nocelnasna; n o6 ctapomMm To)Ke NMOMUHATb
He X04y. 3Halo, 4YTO XapaKTepuwka y Tebsa CKBepHbIN —
oca! yKyCuMlwb, TakK BCMyXHeET, Oa >aJlb MHe Teb4q,
MoTOMY: NOKOMHUUY KaTepuHy, TBOO MaTb, 4 nwobuna.
Hy, xo4ewb? 6pocan BCe 34eCb W Moe3>al CO MHOI0.
Benb Tebe geBaTbCA-TO HEKYAA; Aa U HENPUINYHO Tebe



C HuMm Tenepb. Cton! — npepBana 6abywka
HadynHaBWwytlo 6bi1I0 oTBe4YaTb [lonnMHy, — A ewe He
nokoH4Yuna. OT Tebs a9 Huyero He noTpebyto. [loMm y
MeHs B MockBe, caMa 3Haellb, — ABOpeLl, XO0Tb Uesbln
3Ta)k 3aHMMan U XOTb MO HedeNndM KO MHe He cxoawu,
KOJIb MOW XapakTep Tebe He nokaxeTcsa. Hy, xoyellb
nnn HeT?

— [lo3BosIbTE cnepBa BaC CMNPOCUTb: Hey)Xenun Bbl
cenyac exaTb XoTuUTe?

— LUy4y, 4TO Nn, 4, maTtywka? Ckasasa n noeay. 4
cerogHs nNaTHaauaTb ThICAY UENKOBbIX Mpocaamia Ha
pacTpekKNaTon Bawen pyneTtke. B noagMocKoBHOW 4,
NATb NeT Ha3ah, nana obewaHne UEpPKoBb U3
NepeBAHHON B KAMEHHY0 NepecTponTb, Aa BMECTO TOro
3[1eCb TMpoCBUCTaslacb. Tenepb, MaTyLlKa, LIEPKOBb
noeny CTPOUTb.

— A BO'ObI-TO, 6abywika? Beab Bbl npuexann BoAbl
MNTbL?

— W, Hy Teba c sBo'gamm tBOMMU! He pasgparkan Tbl
MeH$, lMpacKkoBbS; HAPO4HO, 4YTO 2K, Tbl? [OBOPKU, efellb
allb HeT?

— 4 Bac o4eHb, o4eHb Onaropapto, 6abyuwka, — c
4yBCTBOM Ha4asa [lonnHa, — 3a ybexulle, KoTopoe Bbl
MHe npegnaraete. OT4YaCcTU Bbl MOE€ TMOJIOXKEHUE
yraganau. 94 BaMm TakK npusHaTesibHa, 4YTO, NoBepbTe, K
BaM npuay, MoxxeT bbITb, Ja)Ke U CKOPO; a Tenepb ecTb
MPUYUHBI... Ba>XHble... N pPEWnNTbCA S cendac, Cuio
MUHYTY, He Mory. Ecnm 6bl Bbl OCTanNCb XOTb Heaenu
nBe...

— 3Ha4uT, He Xo4elwb?

— 3Ha4yuT, He Mory. K ToMy e BO BCSKOM CJlyyae
He Mory 6paTa M cecTpy OCTaBWUTb, a TaK KakK... Tak
KaK... TaK KaK OeNCTBUTENIbHO MOXET CJQIYYUTbCSH, 4YTO
OHW OCTaHyTCH, KakK OpolleHHble, TO... ec/in Bo3bMeTe
MeHS C MaJitoTKamun, babylika, TO, KOHEYHO, K BaM



noegy W, NoBepbTe, 3acnyxy BaMm 3To! — npubasuna
OHa C XXapoMm, — a 6e3 geTein He Mmory, babyLika.

— Hy, He XHbiub! ([MTonnHa n He ayMana XHblKaTb, Oa
OHa W HWUKOrga He TrJUlakajsa), — WU 4ona ublinaat
HangeTca MecCTO; BeJ/IMK KYpPATHUK. K ToOMy e UM B
Koy nopa. Hy Tak He efnewsb Tenepb? Hy, lNpackoBbA,
cmoTpu! Coenana 6bl 9 Tebe pobpa, a Beab s 3Halo,
noyemy Tbl He efewb. Bce A 3Halo, llpackoBbda! He
nosenetT Tebsa 3TOT (hpaHLUy3uLIKa A0 Aobpa.

MonnHa BCNbIXHYNA. A Tak 1 B3aporHyn. (Bce 3HawoT!
OauH 4, cTano bbITb, HUYEro He 3Haw!)

— Hy, Hy, He XxMypbcA. He cCcTaHy pa3Ma3biBaTb.
TonbKo cMOTpU, 4TO6 He Oblo xyaa, noHMMaelwb? Thbl
NeBKa YMHas; Xanb MHe Tebs byneT. Hy, 1OBOJIbHO, He
rnaaena Obl 9 Ha Bac Ha Bcex! Ctynan! npowan!

— 4, 6abywka, ewe npoBoXYy Bac, — CKa3ala
[MonnHa.

— He Hapo; He Mewan, oa N HagoeNn Bbl MHE BCe.

MonunHa nouenoBasa y 6abywku pyky, HO Ta PYKYy
oTAEepHYJla U CaMa NnouesioBaslia ee B LEKY.

Mpoxoass MuMo MeH4, [lonnHa 6bICTPO Ha MeHs
nornsgesia u ToT4ac oTBesa rjasa.

— Hy, npowan n Tbl, Anekcen MBaHoBM4Y! Bcero 4ac
0o noespa. [a v yctan Tbl CO MHOWO, A AgyMmatr. Ha,
BO3bMW cebe 3T NATbAECAT 30/10ThIX.

— [lokopHO ©Onaropmapto Bac, 6abywka, MHe
COBECTHO..

— Hy, Hy! — kKnukHyna ©6abywka, HO [0 TOro
SHEPrn4yHoO U rpo3HO, 4YTO A He NMocMes OTroBapmBaTbCH
N NPUHAN.

— B MockBe, Kak bygewb 6e3 mecta beraTtb, —. KO
MHE npuxoamn; OoTpekoMeHAayk Kyaa-Hubyab. Hy
ybupancs!

A npuwen Kk cebe B HOMep M fer Ha KpoBaTb. 4
OyMalo, A nexasl C noJsidaca HaB3HWYb, 3aKWMHYB 3a
ronoBy pyku. KatacTtpoda y>X pa3pa3unacb, bbino o



4yemM noaymMaTb. 3aBTpa A pewunn HacToATesbHO
roeoputb C lMonunHon. A! (dpaHuysmwka? Tak, cTasno
ObITb, NpaBaa! Ho 41O Xe TyT Morao ObITb, OAHAKO?
MonnHa n Oe-I'pue! N'ocnogwn, kKakoe conocTassieHne!

Bce 310 6bIJI0 NPOCTO HEBEPOATHO. A BAPYr BCKOYWUI
BHe cebsa, 4Tob mAaTKM TOTYaC e OTbiICKaTb MUCTepa
AcTnes n BO 4TO Obl TO HW CTaJsi0 3aCTaBUTb €ro
roBopuTb. OH, KOHEYHO, U TyT OONblUe MeHdA 3HaeT.
MucTtep AcTnen? BOT euwle AJ19 MeHs 3araaka!

Ho BOpyr B ABepsAxX MOMUX pa3fgasica CcTyk. CMoTpo —
[MoTanbiy.

— baTowka, Anekcen iBaHoBUY: K bapbiHe, TpebytoT!

— YT10 Takoe? Ye3xaeT, 4to nn? [1o noe3pna eule
ABaauaTb MUHYT.

— becnokoaTcsa, 6aTiowka, eaBa cuaat. «Ckopew,
ckopen'!» — BacC TO ecTb, DaTwowkKa; pagn XpucTta, He
3amMepnsinTe.

ToT4yac xe g cbexan BHU3. babywKy yxe BbiBE3/N B
Kopunaop.

B pykax ee 6b1s1 ByMa>kHUK.

— Anekcewn iBaHoBMY, nan Bnepen, nongem!..

— Kypna, 6abywka?

— XuBa He Xxo4y ObITb, OoTbirpatock! Hy, mapuw, bes
paccnpocos! TamMm o0 NosHOYM BeAb Urpa naetT?

A ocTtonbeHen, nogymasn, HO TOTHaC XXe peLuncs.

— Bonsa Bawa, AHToOHNAOa BacunbeBHa, He nonay.

— DTO no4emy? I3TO 4YTO ewe? beneHbl, 4TO SN, Bbl
BCce obbenncs!

— Bongda Balla: 81 noToM caM ynpekaTb cebsa cTaHy; He
xo4y! He xo4y ObITb HU cBUAeTenem, HU YHaCTHUKOM;
n3basbTe, AHTOHMAA BacnnbeBHa. BOoT Balwm NnaTboecaT
dbpngpuxcoopoB Hasapg; npowanmte! — WM 9, NONOXKMUB
CBEpPTOK C hpuapuxcoopamMmm TyT e Ha CTONIMK, noane
KOTOPOro NpuWaInNCb Kpecna 6abylikn, NOKAOHWACA U
yuwien.



— JKoW B340op! — KpUKHYyna MHe Bchen 6abyuwika, —
Ja He xoau, noXxanym, 94 1 oAHa ngopory Hanay!
MoTanbly, nan co mHotw! Hy, noabiManTe, HeCuUTe.

MucTtepa AcCTsied A He Hawesl U BOPOTWICA OO0MOW.
[Mo34oHO, y>Ke B MepBOM 4acy MOMoJIyHo4Yu, s y3Hana oOT
MoTanblya, 4eM KoH4yunaca 6abywkuH aeHb. OHa Bce
npourpasia, 4TO e gaBeya A HaMeHsJ, TO eCTb, Mo-
HaweMmy, ewe g[ecatb Thicad pybnen. K Hen
npukKkoMaHguMpoBasica TaM TOT CaMbll  MOJIAYOK,
KOTOPOMY OHa [aJla AaBeyva ABa hpugpuxcaopa, v BCe
BpemMs pykoBoaun ee B urpe. CHavyana, 4o nosasydka, oHa
Oblno 3acTaBngsia CcTaBuUTb [loTanbl4a, HO CKOPO
MporHasa ero; TYyT-TO M MNOACKO4YWUA Monsa4yok. Kak
HapoO4YHO, OH MOHMMaN MNO-pycckn M paxke bonTtan Koe-
KaK, CMeCbld Tpex $£A3blKOB, TaK 4YTO OHWU KoOe-Kak
ypa3symenun gpyr gpyra. babywka Bce BpeMs HewanHo
pyrasa ero, U xoTb TOT becnpepbiBHO «CTENUACA MNoA
CTOMKM MNaHbCKU», HO YX <«Kyda CPaBHUTb C BaMMu,
Anekcen WBaHoOBMY, — pacckasbiBan [lloTtanbiy. — C
BaMW OHa TOYHO C BapuHoM obpalianacb, a TOT — TaK,
s caM Bumaen ceommu rnasamu, ybem 6or Ha mecTte, —
TYT e y Hen co cTosia Boposasi. OHa ero cama pasa
OBa Ha CToJie NoMnMasna, U y>X KOCTWJ1la OHa ero, Koctumna
BCAYeckumMn-to, bHaTiowka, cCsoBaMn, paxe  3a
BOJIOCEHKW pa3 oTaeprasna, npaBo, He Jry, TakK 4YTO
Kpyrom cmex nowen. Bce, 6aTiowka, npourpana; Bce
KaK eCTb, BCE, YTO Bbl €l HaMeHAnn. [loBe3nn Mbl ee,
MaTYLLIKy, Cloa — TOJIbKO BOAWMUbI Cripocujla UCMNnUTb,
rnepekpecTuiacb, U B Noctesbky. MI3aMmy4ymnacb, 4To Nu,
OHa, ToT4Yac 3acHyna. Mownm 6or cHbl aHrenbckme! OX,
Y>X 3Ta MHe 3arpaHuya! — 3akmwodumn [loTanbiy, —
roBOpWJ, 4TO He K gobpy. M yxx nockopen 6bl B Hawly
MockBy! W 4ero-4ero y Hac noma Het, B Mockee? Cagp,
LUBeTblI, TakuUX 34ecb W He 6biBaeT, AyX, SA0JI0HbKU
HaJZIMBAKTCS, NPOCTOP, — HeT: Hago 6bi1o0 3a rpaHunLy!
Ox-x0-xo!



MNaea Xl

BoT yXe no4YyTu uenbin Mecsl npowes, Kak A He
NPUTPOrnBanCsa K 3TUM 3aMeTKaM MOWUM, Ha4vaTbiM Mop
B/INAHMEM BMNe4YaT/IeHNN, XOTa n 6ecrnopsgoYYHbIX, HO
CUJIbHbIX. KaTacTpoda, npnbamxxeHme KoTopown A Toraa
npenyyBCcTBOBaJ, HacTynuna OeNCTBUTEJNIbHO, HO BO
CTO pa3 Kpy4de N HeoXXupgaHHee, 4eM A ayman. Bce 370
OblIO  HeYyTo CcTpaHHoe, 6Ge3o00pa3Hoe U  paxe
Tparnyeckoe, No KpamHem mepe co MHom. CNy4Ymnmceb co
MHOI HEKOTOpble MPOUCLIECTBUA — TMOYTU YyOeCHbIE;
TaK Mo KpanHen Mepe A A0 CUX NOP MISXKY Ha HUX, XOTH
Ha Opyron B3rnag n, ocobeHHo Cyas rno KpyroBopoTy, B
KOTOPOM S TOrga KPYy>XWNcs, OHM OblJIN TOJIBKO HTO
pa3Be He coBceM O6bIKHOBEHHble. HO 4ypecHee Bcero
ONss MeHA TO, Kak 8 CaM OTHecCsd KO BCeM 3TuM
cobbiTnam. 1o cux nop He noHumat cebs! U Bce 3To
nposieTeslo Kak CoOH, — OdaXke CTpacTb MO4, a OHa Belb
Oblla CUbHa N UCTUHHA, HO... Kyda >Xe OHa Tenepb
nenacb? [lpaBo: HeT-HET, Oa MeJIbKHeT WHOM pas3
Tenepb B MOEN roJioBe: «Y)X He cowesn nn A Torga c yma
W He cuagen M BCe 3TO BpeMda rae-HMbyaob B
cymacuwegluwem gome, a MoXXeT bbITb, N Ternepb CUXY, —
TaK 4TO MHe BCe 3TO MoKa3aJioCb U 00 CUX MNOP TOJIbKO
KaXeTcsA...»

A cobpan n nepedven Mon NUCTKU. (KTO 3HaeT, MOXeET
ObITb, ONa TOro, 4Tobbl ybeanuThCH, He B cyMacllealem
M pomMe A ux nmcan?) Tenepb 9 OONH-OOMHELLEHEK.
HacTynaeT oceHb, xenteeT ANCT. CUXXY B 3TOM YHbIJIOM
ropoguike (0, Kak yHblJ1bl FepMaHCKue ropoauwkm!) n,
BMECTO TOro 4tobbl 06 aymMaTb NpeacTosawmin Wwar, XXnuBy
nog BJINAHUEM TOJIbKO YTO MUHYBLUMX OLWLYLLEHWUW, NOL4
B/INAHNEM CBEXWX BOCMOMWHAHWUW, o4 BJINAHMNEM
BCEro >TOro HedaBHEro BUXPA, 3aXBaTUBLUEro MeHH



Torga B OTOT  KPYroBOpPOT U ONATb  Kyda-To
BblOpocumBluero. MHe BCe KaXXeTcs MOopon, 4To A BCe
elle KpPy>XyCb B TOM >XX€& BUXPE U 4YTO BOT-BOT OMNATb
npoMynTca 3Ta 6yp4d, 3axBaTUT MEHS MMMOXOAOM
CBOMM KPbIJIOM M S BbICKOYY OMNATb W3 nopsagka u
4yBCTBa Mepbl N 3aKPYXXYCb, 3aKPYXYCb, 3aKPYXYCb...

BrnpoyeMm, 1, MOXXeT 6bITb, N YCTAaHOBOCbL KakK-HNOyOb
N nepecTaHy KpPyXuTbCd, ecam pgam cebe, no
BO3MOX>XHOCTM, TOYHbIW oT4yeT BO BCEM
MPUKJIOYMBLLEMCSA B 3TOT Mecsau. MeHda TAHeT ondaTb K
rnepy; Aa MHorga v COBCEM AeNlaTb HEeYyero rno Bevyepam.
CTpaHHO, 419 TOoro 4Tobbl XO0Tb YeM HUBYAb 3aHATLCA, S
bepy B 34ellHen napwmBon bubnmoTeke ONs 4YTeHUs
poMaHbl [lonb Oe Koka (B HemMeukoMm nepesone!),
KOTOPbIX S NOYTU TeprneTb HEe MOry, HO YUTal UX U —
ONBOCb Ha cebsa: To4YHO A 60ICb CEePbLE3HOK KHUIOIO
NN KaKNM-HUOYOb Cepbe3HbIM 3aHATUEM pa3pylnTb
obasfHMe TONbLKO 4TO MUHYBLUEro. TOYHO Y)X TakK 4OpOoru
MHe 3TOT 6e300pa3HbIi COH N BCe OCTaBLUMECS MO HEM
Brne4vyaT/ieHns, 4TO A fake 60Cb AOTPOHYTbLCA OO0 HEro
4yeM-HMbyab HOBbIM, 4TObObI OH He pa3neTenca B AbiM!
Iloporo MHe 3TO BCe TakK, 4To nn? [la, KOHEeYHO, OOpPOro;
MOXXET, N Yepe3 COPOK sieT BCNoOMUHaTL byny...

NTak, npuHnMmatoCcb nmcaTb. Bnpoyem, BCe 3TO MOXHO
pacckasaTb Ternepb OTHACTU U NOKOPOYe: BNevyaT/eHns
COBCEM He Te...

— Bo-nepsbIx, 4T0O KOHYNTL C 6abywkon. Ha gpyrow
OeHb OHa npourpasnacb BCA OKOHYaTesNbHO. Tak W
OOJIKHO  6bII0  CNYy4YUTbCA: KTO pa3, U3 TaKux,
nonagaeTcsa Ha 3Ty AOpOory, TOT — TOYHO C CHEroBOW
ropbl B CaHKaX KaTuTtcs, Bce bbicTpee n bbicTpee. OHa
nrpana BecCcb AeHb 00 BOCbMW 4acOB BeYepa; A npu ee
nrpe He NPUCYTCTBOBAJ N 3HAIO TOJILKO MO paccka3aM.

MoTanbl4 nNpoaexypwusa npu HeM B BOKCasne Luesbln
neHb. Monadkn', pykosoansewine 6abyLuky, CMeHANNCH B
3TOT AeHb HeCKOoJsIbKO pa3. OHa Hayvana C TOro, 4To



MporHasa BYepalwHero noJsigdyka, KOTOpPoro oHa Apana
3@ BOJIOCbl, W B3#AJ1la OpYyroro, HO AOPYron oKa3ascs
MOYTN 4TO euwe Xxyxe. [lporHaB 3TOro v B3SB ONATb
MepBoOro, KOTOPbIN He yxoOwus N TOJIKANCA BO BCe 3TO
BPEMSA U3rHaHUA TYT e, 3a ee KpecsaMu, NOMUHYTHO
MPOCOBbIBAs K HEN CBOO FOJIOBY, — OHa BraJla HakKoHell
B pewuTenbHoe oT4yadHume. T[lporHaHHbIN BTOPOW
MONAYOK TOXE HM 3a 4YTO He xoTen YMuTu; OAMuH
MOMECTUNICA C NMpPaBOn CTOPOHLI, @ Apyron c sieson. Bce
BpeMsa OHW Cropuanm n pyraamcb Apyr C Ogpyrom 3a
CTaBKM U xoAabl, 063bIBaNn Apyr apyra «na'mgakamm» u
NPOYNMN  MNONbCKUMM tobe3HOCTAMKU, MNOTOM OMATb
MUPUNINCL, KuUaanum pJeHbrn 6e3 BCAKOro nopsanka,
pacrnops>ananucb 3psd. [lMoccopmBWNCL, OHW CTaBUIMU
Ka>XOblh C CBOEWN CTOPOHbI, OAWH, Hanpumep, Ha
KpaCHY0, @ APYron TyT XXe Ha YepHyto. KOHYNNOCh TEM,
YTO OHW COBCEM 3aKPyXuam un connm 6abyliky c Tonky,
TaK 4YTO OHa HaKOHeL 4YyTb He Co cnesamu obpaTmnacb
K CTapuUyKy Kpyrnepy c npocbOboto 3anTnuTb ee, 4Tob oH
MX NporHan. NIx OencTBUTENIbHO TOTYaC e MNporHau,
HEeCMOTPSA Ha UX KPUKU N NPOTECTbl: OHM Kpuyvanum oba
pa3oM N AoKa3bliBasau, 4TO babylika M e O0JIXKHa, 4TO
OHa WX B Y4eM-TO oOMaHysa, nNocTynuiaa C HUMNU
becyecTHO, Nnoano. HecyacTHbIN MoTanbi4 pacckasbiBan
MHe BCe 3TO CO cJie3aMn B TOT CaMbll Be4dep, nocne
npourpsbilwa, W >asoBaJCs, 4TO OHM HabuBasiu CBOU
KapMaHbl AeHbramuy, 4TO OH CaM BUAES, KaK OHU
beccoBeCcTHO BOpoOBa/ZIM M MOMUHYTHO coBasn cebe B
KapMaHbl. BbinpocuT, HanpuMmep, y 6abywkn 3a Tpyabl
NATb PPUOPUXCOAOPOB U HAYHET UX TYT XKe CTaBUTb Ha
pyneTke, paaomMm ¢ 6abylwkuHbiIMn cTaBkaMu. babyuika
BbIMFPAET, @ OH KPUYUT, 4TO 3TO ero CTaBka BblMrpana,
a Oabywka npourpana. Korga WX nMPOroHsAAW, TO
[MoTanbl4 BbLICTYNWJI W OOHEC, 4Y4TO Y HWUX TMOJIHbI
KapMaHbl 30/10Ta. babyuwka ToT4yac »>e nonpocunia
Kpynepa pacnopagntbcsa, M Kak oba nossfyka Hu



Kpnyann (TOYHO OBa MOMMaHHble B PYKW neTyxa), HO
ABMUNacb MOAMUMA M TOoTHaC KapMaHbl uUx Oblan
onycToweHbl B nonb3dy 6abywkun. babyuwka, noka He
npourpasacb, MNoJsib30Basacb BO BeCb 3TOT [A€Hb VY
KPpynepoB 1 y BCEro BOKCaJSIbHOro HavyasibCTBa BUANMbIM
aBTOPUTETOM. Mano-nomany N3BECTHOCTb ee
pacnpocTpaHsaaacb No Bcemy ropoay. Bce nocetntenu
BO4, BCeX Hauuun, ObblIKHOBEHHbLIE W CaMble 3HaTHblE,
CTeKaJIMCb MOCMOTPETb Ha «une vieille comtesse russe,
tombee en enfance», KoTopas yxe npourpana
«HECKOJIbKO MUJIJZTUOHOB» .

Ho 6abyllka o4eHb, 04eHb Masl0 BbiMrpasa OT TOro,
4yTO wn3baBuanm ee OT AOBYX nNondYUek. B3amMeH wux
TOTYaAC XXe K ycsiyram ee SaBUJICS TPEeTUN NONSK, yxe
COBEPLUEHHO YUCTO TOBOPMBLUMA MNO-PYCCKU, OLETbIN
O)KEHT/IbMEHOM, XOTHA BCe-Taku CMaxuBaBLUMMA Ha
Nlaked, C OrpoMHbIMM yCaMu U C roHopoM. OH Toxe
LLeJIOBaJT «CTOMKMU MAaHbCKU» N «CTEJINICA NOA CTOMKMU
MaHbCKWU», HO OTHOCUTENIbLHO OKpYyXakwwmx Ben cebs
3aHOCYMBO, pacrnopsiXasca OecnoTUYEeCKN — CJI0BOM,
Cpa3y nocTaBwua cebs He cnyroto, a xo3sanHoMm 6abyLikn.
[TOMUHYTHO C Ka)XObIM XO4O0M obpalliasicd OH K Hel u
KNANCSA  Y>XaCHeNWMMN  KAAaTBaMM, HTO OH CaM
«FOHOPOBbLIN» MaH WU 4YTO OH HEe BO3bMET HU eOVNHOW
Konemkn mn3 geHer 6abywku. OH TakK 4aCTO MNOBTOPS
3TN KNATBbI, YTO Ta OKOHYaTesIbHO CTpycuna. Ho Tak
Kak 3TOT MaH AOeNCcTBUTEesNIbHO BHa4Yane Kak 6byaTto
nonpaBus ee uUrpy M cTtan Obl10 BbIUFrpbiIBaTb, TO
babyllKa n caMa y)Xe He Morjia OT Hero oTcTaTb. Yac
cnycta oba npexHume nosAYULLIKK, BbiBeOEHHbIe W3
BOKCaJjla, MOABMJINCb CHOBa 3a CTyJIoM 6abylku, ondaTb
C NpeasioXKeHneMm ycayr, XO0Tb Ha MNocbIKWU. [loTanbiy
boxxuncs, 4TO «FOHOPOBbLIN naH» C HUMU
nepemMurmnBasnica N gae 4To-ToO UM rnepenaBan B PYyKWU.
Tak Kak babywka He obepana m No4YTM He cxoawna C
Kpecen, TO W AOENCTBUTENbHO OAWH W3 TMOJIAYKOB



npuroannca: cberan TyT xe pagom B obefeHHyo 3any
BOKCaJla U OoCTas en Yawky bynboHa, a NOTOM M Yalo.
OHu 6eranu, Bnpoyem, oba. Ho K KOHLLY AHS, KOraa yxe
BCEM BUOHO CTaJlo, 4TO OHa MNPOUrpbiBaeT CBOW
nocnegHun 6aHKOBLIN BUET, 3@ CTYJ/IOM €e CTOSJ1I0 yXKe
0O WeCTM MONAYKOB, TMpexae HeBUAAHHbIX U
HecnblXaHHbIX. Korga »e babyuwka npourpbiBana yxe
nocnegHWe MOHETbl, TO BCE OHU HE TOJIbKO €e YyX He
C/lylWwanncb, HO Aa>e N He 3aMe4anun, nes3nu npsamo
ypes Hee K CTOJYy, CaMU XBaTaJM [OeHbrn, camu
pacrnops>asancb W CTaBUAW, CNOPUAN N  KpUYauy,
neperoBapmBasiCb C FOHOPOBbLIM NaHOM 3a NaHmbpaTa, a
FOHOPOBLIN MaH 4YyTb M gaxe u He 3abbin o
cywectBoBaHun 6abywku. [Haxe Torga, Korjga
babyllka, coBceM BCe npowurpasllasi, BO3Bpallasacb
BE4YepOM B BOCEMb Y4aCOB B OTe€/lb, TO U TYT TPU UK
YyeTblpe NoJsidyKa BCe elle He pellasinCb ee OCTaBUTb U
be)xanm oKosNo Kpecen, No CTOpOHaM, Kpuya U3 BCeEX
CUN N yBepss CKOPOroBOpPKOto, 4To Hbabylika nx B 4yem-
TO Hadyna v OO0JKHA UM 4YTO-TO OoTAATb. Tak gownm Ao
CaMoro otens, OTKyAa X HaKOHeL, NMPOorHaaun B TOJTHKW.

Mo pacyeTy lMoTanbivya, babyllka Npourpana BCero B
3TOT QOeHb [0 pAeBsAHOCTa Thicad pybnen, Kpome
npourpaHHbIX €l BYepa AOeHer. Bce cBon bunetbl —
NATUNPOLEHTHbIE, BHYTPEHHUX 3alMOB, BCE aKuUWUW,
OblBLLUME C HEWD, OHA pa3MeHssa OAMH 3a APYrUM N oOaHYy
3a gpyron. 4 noameuncs Obl10, Kak OHa Bblaep>kasna
BCe 3TU CEMb WM BOCEMb 4acoOB, CUAA B Kpecsax u
MOYTK He oTXo4sA OT CToJsa, HO [loTanbl4 pacckasbiBall,
4YTO pa3a TPU OHa OENCTBUTENIbHO Ha4YMHaNa CUJIbHO
BbINIPbIBaTb; @ YBJIe4EHHAs BHOBb HaOeXXAO0l, OHa YX
MW He Morjna OTOMTU. Bnpoyem, Mrpokm 3HAOT, Kak
MOX>XHO YeNI0BEKY MpoCuaeTb 4YyTb HE CYTKW Ha O4HOM
MecCcTe 3a KapTaMu, He Cnyckasa rnaa3s ¢ npaBom U C
neBon.



Mexnoy TemM BO BeCb 3TOT AeHb Yy Hac B OTesie
nponcxoounsan ToXKe BeCbMa pewunTesibHble Bewwn. Ewe
yTPOM, OO OAMHHaALUAaTWM 4YacoB, Korga 6abyuwka ewe
Oblna pOoma, Hawwu, TO eCcTb reHepan wu [He-lpue,
pewwnnnucb 6bIJI0 Ha nocnegHW war. Y3HaB, 4TO
babywka wn He aOymMaeT ye3XaTb, a, HanpoTwus,
OTNpaBNAEeTCHA OMNATb B BOKCaJl, OHN BO BCEM KOHKJ1aBe
(KpoMe TMoNIMHbBI) NPULLAN K HEN NEeperoBopuUTb C HEIO
OKOHYaTesNIbHO W  JaXe  OTKpoBeHHOo. [eHepan,
TpeneTaslWMNn N 3aMUPaBLLINN AOYLWIOK BBUAOY YXACHbIX
ONA Hero nocsencTBuid, LaXke rnepecosini: rnocne
MoJIly4acCoBbIX MOJIEHUN U NPOCbO, U Aa>ke OTKPOBEHHO
MPU3HaBLIWNCb BO BCEM, TO €CTb BO BCEX O0JIFraX, N Aaxke
B cBoen cTpacth K m-lle Blanche (oH coBcem
noTepssicsa), reHepan BAPYr MPUHAN TPO3HbIN TOH W
CTan ha)ke KpuyaTb M TomaTb HOoramMmu Ha 6abyuiky;
Kpuyan, YTO OHa cpamMuT wux damuano, cTana
CKaHOa/NoM BCero ropoga, W, HakoHel... HakoHeL,: «Bbl
cCpamMuTe pycckoe uM4, cygapbiHA!  —  Kpuydan
reHepas, — W 4TO Ha TO ecTb nonaunumsal» babyuwka
MPorHasla ero HakoHeu nasikon (HacTodAwen naskon).
eHepan n [Le-lpne coBelanncCb ewe pa3 Win OBa B
3TO YTPO, N UMEHHO NX 3aHUMaJIo: Hesb34 1IN, B CAMOM
nene, Kak-Hmbyab ynoTtpebuTtb nonnuunio? YTo BOT,
eckaTb, Hec4YacTHas,, HO T[OYTeHHasa CTapywkKa
BbIXKMWJ1a U3 yMa, NMPOUrpbiBaeT nocaegHne aeHbrm v T.
O. OgHMM CNOBOM, Hesib3A JIM BbIXJIONOTaTb KaKOW-
HUbyab Hag3op nnm 3anpeweHne?.. Ho e-M'pne ToNbKO
MnoXXKmmas njaeyvyamm n B rjasa cMessiCa Hafg reHepasom,
y>XXe coBepleHHo 3abonTaBwmnmca n 6eraswnvm B3ag u
Bnepen no KabunHeTty. HakoHey [e-Ipue MaxHysl pyKoto
N KyOa-TO CKpbICA. BeyepoM y3Hasiu, 4TO OH COBCEM
Bblexanl W3 oTend, rneperoBopmB Hamnepen BecCbMa
pewmnTenbHO N TanHCcTBeHHO C m-lle Blanche. Yto xe
KacaeTcs oo m-lle Blanche, To oHa ¢ camoro euie yTpa
MPUHSANA  OKOHYaTeJsibHble  Mepbl: OHa  COBCeM



OTWBbLIPHYN1a OT cebsa reHepana U ga)ke He nNyckasa ero
K cebe Ha rna3a. Korga reHepan nobexxan 3a Hew B
BOKCaJ1 N BCTPETWUJT €e NoJg PYKY C KHA3bKOM, TO HU OHa,
HNM madame veuve Cominges ero He y3Hann. KHA3ek
TOXe eMy He nokJioHuncsa. Becb 3ToT AeHb m-lle
Blanche npo6oBana n obpaboTbiBana KHA3s4, 4T06 OH
BblCKa3aJiICd HakKoHeu, pewnTtenbHo. Ho yBbll OHa
XXEeCTOKO oObMaHyflacb B pacdeTax Ha KHA3a! 3Ta
MaJsleHbKasa KaTacTpoda npou3olia y>xXe BeYyepowm;
BOPYr OTKPbIJIOCb, YTO KHA3b FOJ1 Kak COKOJI, U elle Ha
Hee Xe pacCcyUTbiBas, YToObl 3aHATbL Yy Hee AeHer nofg
BEeKCeNlb W nourpaTe Ha pyneTtke. Blanche ¢
HerogoBaHMeM ero BbiFrHajla M 3anepsiacb B CBOEM
HoMmepe.

[MoyTpy B 3TOT Xe AeHb 4 X04UJ1 K MUCTepy AcCTnelo
WK, nydywe cCcKasaTb, BCe YTPO OTbICKMBaJs MUCTepa
AcCTnesd, HO HMKaK He MOl OTbICKaTb ero. Hm ooma, HU B
BOKCaJle uan B Napke ero He 6b1s10. B oTene ceoemM oOH
Ha 3TOT pa3 He obenan. B naATom 4yacy a BOopyr ysmaen
ero wunaywero oT pebapkagepa Kesie3HOW [oporu
npamMo B oTenb d'Angleterre. OH Toponunca u Obin
o4YeHb 03abo4eH, XOTa N TPYAHO Pa3nNnynTb 3aboTy nnn
Kakoe 6bl To HK1 BbI/1I0 3aMellaTenbCcTBO B ero nmue. OH
pagylwHO MPOTAHY/A MHe pPYyKYy, C CBOUM OObIYHbIM
BOCKJIMLaHMeM: «Al», HO He OCTaHaB/IMBAACbL Ha gopore
N nNpoaosikasg [OOBOJIbLHO CMewWHbIM LWaroM nyTb. 4
yBA3aJiICA 3a HUM; HO KaK-TO OH TaK CyMesl OoTBeYaTb
MHE, 4TO S H/N O YEeM He ycnen n cnpocuTb ero. K Ttomy
e MHe 6bIJIo0  NoYeMy-TO  y>XaCHO  COBECTHO
3aroBapuBaTb O [1oJIMHE; OH »Xe CaM HW CJ/ioBa O HEW He
cnpocun. 9 pacckasan eMmy npo 6abylKky; oH BbiC/yLLaAnN
BHUMATEJIbHO U CEPbE3HO U MoXKas rnjaevyamu,.

— OHa BCe npowurpaeT, — 3aMeTun 1.

— O pa, — oTBeYyan OoH, — BeAb OHa nowla urpaTtb
eule gasedva, Korga 4 yes)kaJsi, a NoToMy s HaBEpPHO U
3Has, 4TO OHa npowurpaetcd. Ecnm 6ypnet Bpemsa, 1



3amoy B BOKCaJl MNOCMOTpPEeTb, MOTOMY 4YTO 3TO
N0060MNbITHO..

— Kyga Bbl ye3Xann? — BCKpuYan s, U3yMUBLLWCH,
4YTO 00 CUX NOP He CnNpoCuJl.

— 4 6b1n BO PpaHKpypTe.

— Mo penam?

— Jla, no penam.

Hy 4To »)xe MHe 6bI10 cnpawmnBaTh Aanblwe? Bripoyewm,
1 BCe elle wWen noasie Hero, HO OH BAPYr MOBEpPHY/ B
CTOABWWW Ha popore oTesnb «De quatre saisons» __,
KWBHYJ1 MHE IOJIOBOW N CKPbIICA. Bo3Bpawasacb 4OMOW,
S MaJio-nomMasny goranancs, 4To ecnm 6bl 9 1 ABa 4aca C
HUM MPOroBOPW, TO PenNTenbHO Bbl HUYEro He y3Han,
MOTOMY... 4TO MHe He 0 4yeM bbI1I0 ero cnpawwmsaTh! a,
KOHe4Ho, Tak! A HuKakmm obpa3omMm He Mor Obl Tenepb
dopMynnpoBaTb MOero Bornpoca.

Becb 3TOT pAeHb [losHa TO ryndana C OeTbMU U
HAHIOWKOW B MNapke, TO cumaena goma. [eHepana OHa
nNaBHO Yy>e wu3berasa v MOYTU HUYEro C HUM He
roBopwuna, No KpanHem mepe o 4eM-HNbyadb CEPbE3HOM.
7 3TO paBHO 3amMeTwun. HO 3HasdA, B KaKOM reHepar
MOJIOXKEeHNUN cerogHsa, A nogymalsi, 4TO OH He Mor
MWHOBATb €€, TO eCTb MeXXAay HUMN He MOrnao He 6biTb
KaKUX-HNOYyOb BaXKHbIX CEMENHbIX 06bACHeHUN. OQHaKO
X, KOorga s, Bo3BpawlasaCb B OTesib MNocJsie pa3rosopa C
Munuctepom Actneem, sctpetun lNoamHy c oeTbMmn, TO Ha
ee nmue OTpa>kasioCb camoe be3maTexHoe
CMOKONCTBUE, Kak ByaTo BCe ceMelHble Dypu MUHOBaNU
TOJIbKO OA4HY ee. Ha MO MOKJIOH OHa KWBHYyJla MHe
ronoson. A npuwen K cebe coscem 35101,

KoHe4HOo, 9 n3berasn roBopuTb C HEIO U HN pa3y C Helo
He CXo4uJica nocne npoucllecTens ¢ Bypmeprensmamu.,
[Mlp 3TOM 4 oT4YacTU Qopcua K1 JIoMaJiCA; HO 4YeM
Oanblie wno spems, TeM Bce bosiee n 6onee Hakmnano
BO MHe HacTosilee HerogoBaHune. Ecnm 6bl gake oHa u”
He nwbuna MeHSA HUCKOJIbKO, BCe-Taku Henb3s Obl,



Ka)keTcd, TaK TontaTb MOW YYyBCTBA U C TaKUM
npeHebpexxeHnem npuHMMaTb MOWU NpuU3HaHUA. Begb
OHa 3HaeT Xe, 4To A B3anpaBay b ee; BeAb OHa
caMa [Jonyckasa, No3Bosid/sla MHe TaK roBopuUTb C Helo!
[lpaBOa, 3TO KaK-TO CTpPaHHO Ha4dYanoCb Yy Hac.
HekoTopoe BpeMsd, OaBHO YX, Mecsdua OBa Ha3an, A
CTajsl 3aMe4daTb, YTO OHa X04eT cheslaTb MeHdA CBOUM
OPYroM, MOBEPEHHbLIM, N AaXKe 0THaCTU yXX U rnpobyerT.
Ho 3TO no4yemMy-TO He MOLWJIO Y Hac Torga B Xon4; BOT
B3aMeH TOro U oCTaJluCb CTpPaHHble TenepewHue
OTHOLLUEHUA; OTTOro-TO U CTan A TaK roBOpPUTb C Helo.
Ho ecnn en npoTmBHa Mos Nob60OBb, 3a4eM MNpPsMO He
3anpeTuTb MHEe roOBOPUTb O HEN?

MHe He 3anpeLaloT; Oa>Ke caMa OHa Bbi3blBaJla NHON
pa3 MeHd Ha pa3roBop W... KOHeYyHo, Oeslasla 3TO Ha
cMex. A 3Hak HaBepHoe, 1 3TO TBepAO 3aMeTus, — eun
Obl10 NPUATHO, BbICNYLUAB N pasgpa>knuB MmeHa Ao 6onu,
BOPYr MEHHA OropownTb KakKow-HUbyadb BbIXOAKOO
Be/indanwero npespeHns n HeeHnmaHm4. 1 eegb 3HaeT
e OHa, 4TO 4 be3 Hee XUTb He Mory. BoT Tenepb Tpwu
OHS NpoLWao nocne uctopunm ¢ BapoHoOM, a 9 yXe He
MOy BbIHOCUTb Hawen passiyku. Korga s ee BCTPETU
cenyac y BOKcCaJsla, y MeHs 3abunnocb cepue Tak, 4To A
nobnegHen. Ho Beab N OHa e 6e3 MeHs He NpoXXueeT!
A en Hy>XeH U — HeyXesin, HeY>XeNn TOJIbKO KaKk LyT
Banaknpen?

Y Heln TanHa — 3TOo scHo! Pa3roBop ee ¢ 6abyLwikon
6onbHO YyKOJI0N1 Moe cepaue. Beaob A Thicady pas
BbI3blBa/l ee ObITb CO MHOK OTKPOBEHHOW, U BeAb OHa
3HaNa, 4TO A OeNCTBUTEJIbHO NOTOB 3a Hee roJIoBy MOIO
MoNoXXuUTb. HO OHa BCerga oTAesbiBajlacb 4YyTb He
npespeHnemM nnm BMeCTO XXEepPTBbl XXU3HbIO, KOTOPYIO A
npegnaran en, TpeboBana OT MEHA TaKUX BbIXOOOK, KaK
Torapa ¢ OapoHom! Pa3Be 3TO He BO3MYTUTENIbHO?
Heyxenn Becb MUp ON9 Hee B 3TOM (QpaHuy3e? A
Muctep Actnen? Ho TyT yXe [Oeno CcTaHOBWUIIOCH



pelmnTenbHO HEMOHATHbLIM, @ Mexay TeM — boxe, Kak
A Mmy4dumncal

Mpuaos nomown, B nopbiBe belleHCTBa, 9 CXBaTW Nepo
N HACTPO4US el cnepyroulee:

«[MonnHa AnekcaHApoOBHA, A BUXY SACHO, 4TO npuLuia
pa3BsA3Ka, KOTopad 3a[eHeT, KOHe4yHo, Wun Bac.
MocneoHMin pa3 MOBTOPAKD: HY>XHa WM HET BaM MOS
ronosa? Ecnnm Oyay Hy)XeH, XOTb Ha Y4YTO-HUbYAb, —
pacroflarante, a 9 NOKaMecT CUXXY B CBOEW KOMHaTe,
Mo KpamHen mepe bosblEd YacTblo, N HUKYOa He yeny.
Hapno 6byneTt, — TO HanuwmnTe WUib NMNO30BUTE»,

7 3anevyaTas U1 OTNPaBWJ 3TY 3aNMNCKY C KOPUOOPHbIM
NlakeeM, C npukasaHuem oTaaTb NpsamMo B pyku. OTBeTa
S He XJAaJ, HO 4Yyepe3 TPU MUHYTbI JlaKen BOPOTUIICA C
N3BECTUEM, YTO «MPUKasaam KNaHATbCS».

HYacy B cebMOM MeHS No3BaJin K reHepasny.

OH 6bin1 B KabunHeTe, oaeT Kak bbl cobmnpasicb Kyaa-To
natn. LWnana v nanka nexaanm Ha AOumBaHe. MHe
MokasaJioCb BXOASA, 4YTO OH CTOS/1 Cpedu KOMHAaThI,
pacCTaBMB HOrM, OMNYCTHA rOJZIOBY, WU 4YTO-TO roBopwun
BCAYX CaM C cobon. HO TONIbKO 4TO OH 3aBuUAeN MeHSH,
KakKk bpocmncss Ko MHe 4yTb He C KPUKOM, TaK 4YTO
HEBOJIbHO OTLUATHYNCA N XoTen Obio ybexxaTb;, HO OH
CXBaTWU/ MeHs 3a obe pyku m noTawmn K AUBaHYy, CaMm
cesl Ha AMBaH, MeHs nocaawun npsamo npoTmB cebs B
Kpecna W, He BbINYCKas MOUX PYyK, C Apoxawumu
rybamun, co cnesamu, 3abnucrtaBwmmMn BAPYr Ha ero
pecHuuax, yMoaaoLWmMM rosiocomM nporoBopun:

— Anekcen iBaHOBMY, cnacuTe, cnacuTe, nowaguTe!

A Oonro He MOr HWUYero MoHATb; OH BCE roOBOPUI,
roBopwusi, rosopusi ”U Bce noBTopsan: «llowaaunTe,
nowagute!» HakoHel A ooragancsd, 4To OH OXXMAaeT OT
MEeHS 4ero-To BpOJEe COBeTa; Wiau, Jyywe CcKasaTb,
BCEMUN OCTaBJIEHHbLIN, B TOCKE U TpeBore, oH BCNOMHWUN
060 MHe ”n no3Basl MeHd, 4Tob TO/NbKO rOBOPUTH,
rOBOPUTb, FOBOPUTS.



OH noMeLwasncd, No KpamHen Mepe B BbICLUEN CTEMNEHU
notepsanca. OH cknagbiBan pPykKn N roTtoB Obin
bpocnTbCa Npeno MHOM Ha KOJNEeHU, 4TOobbl (KakK Bbl
oymaeTe?) — 4106 A cenyac xe wen K m-lle Blanche m
yrpoCu, yCOBECTUN1 ee BOPOTUTLCHA K HEMY M BbINTK 3a
Hero 3amMyx.

— T[lloMmunywnte, reHepan, — BCKpuYan 4, — Oa
mademoiselle Blanche, ™MoxeT ObITb, ewe wn He
3aMeTuNIa MeHs 0 cux nop? YTto Mory 4 caenaTtb?

Ho HanpacHOo 6bIs10 1 BO3pakaTb: OH HE NOHMUMaAJ, 4TO
emMy ropopsT. lNyckanca oH roBopuTb M o0 babylike, HO
TOJIbKO Y)XaCHO 6eccBs3HO; OH BCe euwe CToa/ Ha
MbIC/IN MOCN1IaTb 3a NOJNLUMNELD.

— Y Hac, y Hac, — HauvuMmHan OH, BAPYr BCKWUMad
HerogoBaHmeMm, — OOHMM CJIOBOM, Yy Hac, B
61aroyCTpoeHHOM rocyagapcTBe, roe ecTb HavyasbCTBO,
Hag TakKuMu cTapyxamm ToT4ac 6bl oneky ycTpounu!
[a-c, MUNOCTUBLIN rocyaapb, Aa-c,

— npoaoJsiXXasa OH, BAPYr Bragasd B pacrnekaTesibHbIN
TOH, BCKOYMB C MeCTa U pacxa>kmeasi N0 KOMHaTe; — Bbl
eule He 3HananMm >3TOoro, MWIOCTUBbLIM rocygapb, —
obpaTuncs OH K KaKOMY-TO Boobpa>kaeMomy
MWJIOCTUBOMY rocygapto B yrosi, — Tak BOT U y3HaeTe...
na-C... Y Hac 34aKux CTapyx B AOyry rHyTt, B Oyry, B
nyry-c, pa-c... o, 4yept Bo3bmu!

N oH Bpocancs ondaTb Ha AMBaH, a 4YPe3 MUHYTY, Y4yTb
He BCXJIUMbIBAA, 3a4blXasCb, CMewnn pacckasaTb MHe,
410 m-lle Blanche oTToro Begb 3a Hero He BbIXOOWT,
4YTO BMECTO Tenerpammbl npuexasna Oabywka m 41O
Tenepb y>Xe siICHO, 4TO OH He MoJIy4nT Hacnencrtea. Emy
Ka3aJioCb, YTO HUYEro euie 3Toro 4 He 3Hato. 4 6blno
3arosopun o Le-I'pue; oH MaxHyN PYyKOIO:

— Yexan! y Hero Bce Moe B 3aKjage; 4 rojsl Kak
cokon! Te pOeHbrn, KOTOpble Bbl MpPUBE3IN... Te
OEeHbr’nM, — 9 He 3Halo, CKOJIbKO TaM, Ka>KeTcsa (hpaHKOB



CeMbCOT OCTaJloCb, U — [OO0BOJILHO-C, BOT U BCe, a
hajblle — He 3Halo-C, He 3Hato-cl..

— Kak e Bbl B 0Te/fie pacnjaTtutecb? — BCKPMYan g B
ncnyre, — U... MOTOM 4YTO Xe?

OH 3a4yM4YMBO NMOCMOTpPEJ, HO, Ka)KeTCs, HMUYero He
MOHAN U Aake, MoXXeT 6biTb, HE pacchibilan MeHs. 4
nonpoboBan OblN0 3aroBOPUTb 0 MonnHe
AnekcaHppoBHe, O OeTax; OH HaCcKopo oTeBedan: «Ja!
na! — HO ToTYac »e ondATb NyCcKaJiICAa roBOPUTb O KHA3e,
O TOM, 4YTO Tenepb yengeT ¢ HUM Blanche n Torpa... un
Torga — 4YTO XXe MHe penaTb, Anekcenm MBaHoOBUY? —
obpalwancsa oH BAPYr KO MHe.

— KnaHycb borom! Y10 Xe MHe genaTb, — CKaXuTe,
BeOb 3TO HebnarogapHoCThb! Benob 3TO xe
HebnarogapHoOCTbL?»

HakoHeu, OH 3a71NCa B TPU pyybs Clie3aMun.

He4yero Obi10 oenatb C TaKUM YeJSIOBEKOM; OCTaBUTb
€ro ogHOro To)e OblN10 0NAacHO; NMoXKanywn, MOrJslo C HAM
YTO-HNOYAb MNPUKOYNTLCA. A, BMPOYEM, OT HEero Koe-
Kak wun3baBuncsa, HO nOan 3HaTb HAHWOWKe, 4106 Ta
HaBedblBaJjlaCb NoYawie, ga, KpomMe Toro, norosopun c
KOPWUAOPHbLIM JaKeeM, OYeHb TOJIKOBbIM MaJlbiM; TOT
obelancs MHe ToOXXe C CBOEN CTOPOHbI NPUCMaTpPUBaTb.

EnBa TONbKO OCTaBUA 8 reHepalsia, Kak BUJICA KO MHe
MoTanbly ¢ 30BOM K 6abyuwike. bbislo BoceMb 4acoB, U
OHa TOJIbKO 4TO BOpOTWMJNIAaCb W3 BOKCaJjla nocsne
OKOHYaTeNnbHOro npowurpbia. A OTNpPaBUICA K Hen:
cTapyxa cupena B KpecsaxX, COBCEM MU3MYyHYeHHas WU
Buanmo 6OonbHaa. Mapda nogaBana en 4YalwKy 4as,
KOTOPYIO MOYTM HACW/IbHO 3acTaBwia ee BbiNMUTb. W
rOJs10C N TOH BabyLKN APKO N3MEHUITUCD.

— 3apaBcTBYUTE, baTioWwKa Anekcen WMBaHOBUY, —
CKa3aJZla OHa MeaJZIeHHO M Ba)XHO CKJIOHAS roJioBy, —
M3BUHUTE, 4YTO ewe pa3 nobecrnokomna, nNpocTUTe
CTapomMy 4esioBeky. A, oTeuy MoOW, BCe TaM OCTaBWJa,
MOYTN CTO ThiCcAY pybnen. MNpas Tbl 6bIJ, 4TO BYEpa He



nowen co MHow. Tenepb A 6e3 peHer, rpowa HeT.
MenonnTb HE XO04Y HU MUHYTHI, B E€BATb C NOJIOBUHOIO U
noeny. llocnasa 8 K 3TOMY TBOEMY aHIMJINYAHUHY,
ACTNneto, 4TO K, U XO04Yy Y HEero CrpocuTb TPU ThbICAYN
dbpaHKoB Ha Hepent. Tak ybean Tbl ero, 4Tob6 OH Kak-
HUbyab 4ero He nogymasn U He OoTKa3an. d ewe, oTeu
MOW, OoBOJSIbLHO 6oraTta. Y MeHa Tpu OepeBHU U ABa
JOMa ecTb. [1a n oeHer ewe HanaeTcs, He Bce ¢ cobon
B3dna. g Toro g 370 roBopto, 4To6 HE YCOMHWUICA OH
Kak Hunbyab... A, na BOT M oH! BmaHo xopowiero
YyesioBeKa.

Muctep AcTnem nocrnewus no rnepBoMy 30BY
6abywkn. Hnmano He aymMas M MHOro He roBops, OH
TOTHaC e OoTCcYUTan en TpU Thica4n paHKOB Mnoa
BekceNlb, KoTopbin 6abywka wu nognucana. KoH4YuMB
neno, oH OTKJIAHANCA 1 nNocnewmnn BbINTHU.

— A Tenepb cTynam wu Tbl, Anekcen VBaHoOBWMA.
OcTanocb 4ac C HeboNbLWMM — XO4Yy Mpusedb, KOCTU
bonaTt. He B3bllWKM Ha MHe, CTapon aype. Tenepb y>X He
byay monoabix OBBUHATbL B JIEFKOMBLICANW, Aa W TOro
Hec4YaCTHOro, reHepasia-To Ballero, TOXXe rpewwHo MHe
Tenepb 06BUHATL. [leHer g emMy BCe-Taku He AaM, Kak
OH XO04YeT, NOTOMYy — YX COBCEM OH, Ha MOWN B3rnag,
rNyrnexoHek, TOJIbKO N A, CTapasa Aypa, He yMHee ero.
MognnHHO, 60r M Ha CTaApoCTU B3bIWET M HaKaXeT
ropablHio. Hy, npowan. Mapdywa, nogbiMyn MeHs.

A, ogHako, Xenan npoeoanTb 6abyliky. Kpome TOro,
1 6bl/1 B KAKOM-TO OXKMOAHUW, 9 BCE X/AaJl, 4TO BOT-BOT
cemyac 4TO-TO cay4uTcsa. MHe He cumpgenocb y ceb4a. 4
BbIXOOW/ B KOpUOOP, [Aae Ha MUHYTKY Bblllen
nobpoantb no annee. NucbMo Moe K Hen 6bISI0 AICHO 1”
pelnTeNbHO, a TenepewHsaa KaTtacTtpoda — YX,
KOHEYHO, OKOHYaTesnbHasda. B oTene g ycnbiwan o6
oTbe3ne J[He-Tpme. HakoHel, ecnym OHa MeHa W
OTBepraeT, Kak apyra, To, MOXeT bbITb, KakK C/Nyry He



oTBeprHeT. Beob Hy)XeH XXe 4 e XO0Tb Ha MOoCbIJIKK; Oa
MPUroXXycCb, Kak e nHade!

Ko BpemMeHn noe3ga 9 cberan Ha pebapkagep wu
ycaaunn 6abywky. OHM BCe ycennucb B o0cobbin
ceMmenHbln BaroH. «Cnacubo Tebe, GaTowkKa, 3a TBOE
6ecKopbICTHOE y4acTune, — NPoCcTnaacb oOHa CO MHOM, —
na nepepan [llpackoBbe TO, O 4YeM 4 BYepa eu
ropopuna, — g ee éyay xaaTb».

A nowen pgomown. [llpoxoas MUMO reHepasibCKOro
HOMepa, A BCTPETW HAHIOWKY U O0CBEeOOMWUJICA O
reHepane. «W, 6aTowka, HMYero», — OTBeYasla Ta
YHbIJ10. 4, oOHaKo, 3awesn, HO B ABepsax KabuHeTa
OCTAaHOBWJICA B pewnTesibHOM unsymineHun. M-lle
Blanche n reHepan xoxoTasnn o0 4eM-TO B3anycku. Veuve
Cominges cuaena TYyT e Ha AuBaHe. [eHepan Obin,
Buammo, 6e3 yma OT padocTn, nenetan BCAKYIO
beccMmbiCcanLy N 3anMBaaCca HEPBHLIM OJIMHHLIM CMEXOM,
OT KOTOpPOro BCe JINLUO ero ckKJjagblBasoCcb B
becyncneHHoe MHOXXeCTBO MOPLWMHOK W  Kyda-To
npATanncb rnasa. fllocne 4 y3Han ot camon xe Blanche,
4YTO OHa, MPOrHaB KHA38 M Yy3HaB O lJla4ye reHepana,
B34yMaJla ero yTewnTb U 3aWjla K HEMY Ha MUHYTKY.
Ho He 3Han 6eaHbI reHepan, 4To B 3TY MUHYTY y4acCTb
ero Oblnla peweHa u 410 Blanche yXxe Havana
yKaagbiBaTbCA, 4TODO 3aBTpa Xe, C NepBblM YTPEHHUM
noesanomMm, neteThb B [Napux.

MocTosAB Ha nMopore reHepanbCkoro kKabuHeTa, £
pasgymasi  BXOAUTb U Bbllesn  He3aMeYeHHbIN,
MogHaBWNCL K cebe w©n oTBOPMB OBEpPb, A B
nonyTeMHOTe 3aMeTu/sl BOPYr Kakyl-To durypy,
CUOEBLUYIO Ha CTYyJie, B yrny, y okHa. OHa He noaHssiach
npn MoeMm nosineHun. 9 ObICTPO nogowen, NocMoTpen
N — OyX y MeHs 3axBaTwuo: 3To bbina MNMonnHa!



Nnaea XIV

A Tak N BCKPUKHY .

— Y10 Xe? YTo ke? — CTpaHHO cnpalwmBasna OHa.
OHa 6bina bnegHa n cMoTpesia MpaYHo.

— Kak 410 Xe? Bbl? 30ecbh, y MeH4!

— Ecnm 9 npuxoxxy, TO y>X BCA MPUXOXY. ITO MOH
NpuBbIYKa. Bbl cenyac 3TO yBUANTE; 3a)KIMTe CBeYy.

A 3axxer cseyky. OHa BCTasa, nogowna K CTOay W
MoJsIoXKuaa nNpeno MHOM pacrnevyaTaHHOE NMUCbMO.

— lNpoyTnTe, — Besiesia oHa

— 2T0, — 3TO0 pykKa He-I'pune! — BCKpuyan g, CxBaTuBs
MUCbMO. PYKM Yy MeHS TPACAUCb, U CTPOYKM MpbIranau
npen rnasamu. 9 3abbi1 TOYHbIE BbIPa)XeHUSA MUCbMa,
HO BOT OHO — XOTb He CJIOBO B CJIOBO, TakK, NO KpanHen
Mepe, MbICJ/lb B MbICJ1b.

«Mademoiselle, — nncan He-lpue, —
HebnaronpusaTHble 0OCTOATENbCTBA 3aCTaBASAIT MEHS
yexaTb HeMeOJ/IeHHO. Bbl, KOHEYHO, CaMN 3aMeTuNn, 4TO
S Hapo4yHOo wusberan OKOHYaTesIbHOro O6bACHEHUSA C
BaMW OO Tex nNop, rMoka He pPa3bACHWINCL BCe
obcTtoaTenbcTBa. lNpuesn ctapon (de la vieille dame)
Ballen poACTBEHHULUbI W Hesenbln ee MnoCcTynokK
MOKOHYNMNN BCe MOU HepoymeHus. Mou cobCTBEHHbIE
pacCTpPOEeHHbIe fesia 3anpewarT MHEe OKOHYaTeslbHOo
NMUTaTb AajJibHENWWE CNafgoCTHbIEe HaAeXabl, KOTOPbIMU
S no3Bonsas cebe ynmBaTbCA HEKOTOpPOEe BpeEMA.
Coxaneto 0 npowepaweM, HO Hagewcb, 4YTO B
nosegeHMn MoeM Bbl He OTblWeTe HUYero, 4To
HeOOCTOMHO >KaHTWJIOMa U  YeCTHOro 4eJsioBeKka
(gentilhomme et honnete homme ___ ). MNMoTepsas no4Ttu
BCE MOW [OeHbrnm B Q[JoJirax Ha oT4MMe BalweMm, 1
HaX0XXYCb B KpaHeEN HEOBXO0AMMOCTU BOCMOJ1b30BaTbCA
TeM, 4YTO MHe OCTaeTCs: A y>Ke fan 3HaTb B [leTepbypr



MOUM ApYy3bsM, 4To6 HemMegsleHHO pacnopsaaAnInNChb
npoaa)kew 3aJ/IOKEHHOro MHe UMMyLlecTBa; 3Ha4,
OOHAKO »e, YTO JIerKOMbIC/IEHHbIK OT4YMM Ball
pacTpaTua Balln COBCTBEHHble AeHbrn, S pPeLlnscs
NPOCTUTL €My MNATbAECAT ThbiCAY (PPaAaHKOB WU Ha 3Ty
CYMMY BO3Bpallald eMy 4YacCTb 3akKJafHblX Ha ero
MMYLLECTBO, TakK YTO Bbl MOCTaBJieHbl Tenepb B
BO3MOXXHOCTb BOPOTUTb BCe, 4yTO norepsanu,
notpeboBaB C Hero unMmeHme cynebHbIM MOPAAKOM,
Hapewocb, mademoiselle, 410 npu TenepewHeM
COCTOSAHMM Aen Mown nocTynok byaeT Ansa Bac BeCbMa
BbirogeH. Hapewcb ToXe, 4TO 3TUM MNOCTYMKOM S
BMNOJIHE NCMNOJHAID 0043aHHOCTb YesloBeKa YeCTHOro u
bnaropogHoro. byabTe yBepeHbl, 4TO MNaMATb O Bac
3aneyvyaT/lieHa HaBeKW B MOeM cepaLe».

— Y70 Xe, 3TO BCe ACHO, — CKa3aj A, obpallascb K
[MonnHe, — Hey>Xenu Bbl MO OXWUAATb Yero-Hnbyab
apyroro, — npubaBua s ¢ HErogoBaHUEM.,

— 4 Hum4yero He oXwupgana, — oOTBeYasZla OHa, No-
BUAMMOMY CMOKOWMHO, HO YTO-TO Kak Obl B3Aaparmeanao B
ee rosoce;, — s AaBHO BCe nopewunna; 89 4YuTtana ero
MbICIN N Yy3Hajla, 4YTO OH AymaeT. OH AyMan, 4To 1
nuty... 41O 9 6byay HacTtamBaTb... (OHa ocTaHOBMAACbL WU,
He OOoroBopuB, 3akycuna ryby n samonyana.) 94 Hapo4Ho
yaoBOMaa MOe K HeMy npe3peHnme, — Hayajla OHa
onATb, — S XJAaja, 4To oT Hero byaeTt? Ecnm 6 npuwna
TenerpaMma O HacnencTtse, A Obl WBbLIPHYa eMy 00T
3TOro uanota (ot4mma) um nporHana ero! OH MHe 6bin
NaBHO, NaBHO HeHaBuUcTeH. O, 3TO Obl1 HE TOT YesioBeK
npexnae, TbiCAYy pa3 He TOT, a Tenepb, a Tenepb!.. O, C
Kakmm 6bl cHacTmem s bpocmna emy Tenepb, B €ro
noasioe NNuUo, 3TN NATbAECAT ThICSAY N MJOHYNA Obl... K
pacTepna Obl NI1eBOK!

— Ho 6ymara, — 3Ta BO3BpalleHHas UM 3akKjagHas
Ha NATbOECAT ThICAY, BeAb OHa Yy reHepana? Bo3bmute
n otoanTte Oe-lpue.



— O, He To! He TO!..

— [Ia, npaspga, npasda, He To! [la n K 4YeMy reHepan
Tenepb cnocobeH? A babylwka? — BApyr BCKpu4an 1.

[MosInHa Kak-TO pacCessHHO WU HeTepnesmBOo Ha MeHS
rnocMmoTpena.

— 3avyem 6abywka? — C [ocagom nporoBopusia
[MonnHa, — 9 He MOory uaTn K Hewu... [la u HN y KOro He
X04y npoweHunsa npocutb, — npubaBuia OHa
pa3apa)KnTesbHO.

— Y10 XKe pmenatb! — BCKpuYan 4, — N KakK, HY Kak
3TO Bbl Mornan nwobute He-Nf'pue! O, nogneu, nogneu!
Hy, xoTuTe, 9 ero ybbto Ha aysnn! 'oe oH Tenepb?

— OH BO OpaHKypTe 1 NPOXKMBET TaM TPU LOHA.

— OpaHo Balle C/IoBO, U 9 efy, 3aBTpa Xe, C NepBbIM
noesgom! — nporoBopusl A B KaAKOM-TO T[J1yrnoMm
3HTYy3Mna3me,

OHa 3acMesanacs.

— YTO >Ke, OH CKaXeT eue, noXxanyw: cHa4vana
BO3BpaTUTE MATbAECAT ThiCAY ppaHKoB. [Ja M 3a 4TO
eMy gpaTtbca?.. Kakon 310 B3aop!

— Hy Tak roe e, roe e B3ATb 2TU NATbOECAT
TbICAY (PPAHKOB, — MOBTOPUN 4, CKpexewa 3ybamu, —
TOYHO TakK M BO3MOXXHO OblI0 BAPYr UX MNOAHATb Ha
nony. — llocnywaunTte: Mmuctep AcTien? — cnpocun 4,
obpalwascb K HeEW C Ha4YaJIOM KakKon-TO CTPaHHOW naeu.
Y Hel rnasa 3aceBepkanu.

— Y70 Xe, pa3Be Thbl CaM Xo4elb, 4TOD A oT Tebs
yuwisia K 3TOMY aHrindaHnHy?

— Mporosopuia oHa, NPOH3alLWMUM B3rna4o0M CMOTPS
MHE B JIMLO N ropbkKo yblbaschk. MNepBbin pa3 B XXU3HU
CKa3aJla OHa MHe Tbl.

KaXxeTcs, y Herm B 3Ty MUHYTY 3aKpyXuaacb rosioBa
OT BOJIHEHUSA, N BAPYr OHa Cesla Ha AWBaH, Kak Obl B
N3HEMOXXEHNWN.

TOYHO MOJIHMA oMnanwunsia MeHd; 9 CTOAN U He Bepwun
rnasam, He Bepun ywam! YTo Xe, cTano ObITb, OHa



MeHsa nwbut! OHa npuwna KO MHE, a He K MUCTepy
Actneto! OHa, oaHa, AOeBylWKa, Mnpuwjia KO MHe B
KOMHaTy, B oTenn, — ctano bbiTb, KOMNpoOMeTMpPoBaia
cebs BCceHapoaHO, — W £, 9 CTOK nNepen Hen n eulle He
noHMMato!

OaHa AukKas Mbicab 6necHyna B MOen rosioBe.

— MonuHa! HNanm MHe Tonbko oauH 4ac! [Mopoxxawu
31eCb TOJIbKO Yac W... 9 BepHycb! 3T0... 23TO
Heobxogumo! Yeuanws! byab 3aeck, 6yab 30ech!

N a Bbibexan wn3 KOMHaTbl, He OTBeYas Ha ee
YONBNEHHbIN BOMPOCUTENbHbLIM B3rfsa; OHa KPUKHYJa
MHe 4TO-TO BCJle[, HO 1 HE BOPOTUJICA.

Ha, nHorpa camas AOukKass MbIC/lb, CaMad C Buay
HEBO3MO>XHas MbICJlb, A0 TOro CUJIbHO YKpennseTcs B
rosloBe, 4TO €ee TMpUHMMaEllb HAKOHEeL, 3a 4TO-TO
ocylwiecTtsumoe... Masio Toro: ecnm naea coeamnHaeTca C
CUJIbHbIM, CTPACTHbIM >XeflaHneM, TO, MNOXXanywn, VHOW
pa3 npuMellb €e HaKoHel 3a HeyTo daTasnbHoe,
Heobxoamnmoe, npeaHa3Ha4YeHHoe, 3a He4YTo Takoe, 4TOo
yXXe He MOXeT He OblTb U He cnyunTbesa! MoxeT bbIThb,
TYT eCTb eule 4To-HMbyab, Kakasa-Hubyab KOMOUHaLIMS
npenyYyBCTBUN, Kakoe-HNOyab HEOObIKHOBEHHOE yCUne
BOSIN, CaMooTpaBJsieHne cobcTBeHHOW (haHTa3nenm unnu
eule 4Y1o-HMbyab — He 3Hatlo; HO CO MHOIO B 3TOT BeYep
(KOTopbIM A HUKOrAa B XXWU3HM He no3abyay) cayydmnochb
npoucwectene 4vypecHoe. OHO XOTb W COBEPLUEHHO
ornpaBAblBaeTCcsd apuPMeTukor, HO TeM He MeHee —
018 MeHs ewe a0 Cux nop vyyanecHoe. M novyemy, novyemy
3Ta YBEPEHHOCTb TaK rnyboko, Kpenko 3acena Toraa Bo
MHE, WU y)Xe C Takux p[gaBHUX nop? YX, BepHO, 4
nombiwnan ob 3ToM, — MNOBTOPSAID BaM, — He KakK O
c/lydae, KOTopbI MOXKET BbITb B YMcae npo4vunx (a ctano
ObITb, MOXET N He 6blTb), HO KaK O YeM-TO TaKOM, YTO
HUKAK Y>X HE MOXXEeT He CNy4YnTbcs!

bbiylo 4YeTBEpPTb OAMHHAALATOrO; S BOLIEs B BOKCAJl B
TaKoOW TBEPOOW HadeXAe U B TO XXe BPEMHA B TakKOM



BOJIHEHUW, KaKOro s euwe HuKorga He ucnbiTbiBan. B
MFOPHbIX 3anax Hapoay 6bIJI0 euwe [O0BOJIbLHO, XOTb
BABOE MEHee yTpeLUHero.

B ognMHHaguaToOM 4acy y UrOpHbIX CTOJIOB OCTalOTCH
HacTosAWMe, OTHaAHHbIE UTPOKKN, O KOTOPbIX Ha BOOaX
CyLlecTByeT TOJIbKO oOAHa pyJieTKka, KoTopble W
npuexann Ong Hee OAHOW, KOTOPbIE MJIOXO 3aMeyaloT,
YTO BOKPYF HUX  MPOUCXOAUT, WU  HUYEM  He
MHTEPEeCYTCS BO BECb CE€30H, @ TOJIbKO UrpatT C yTpa
00 HOYM U roTOoBbI ObIM 6bl UrpaTb, NMOXanaywn, U BCO
HOYb 00 pacceeTa, ecnm 6 MoXXHO 6b110. VI BCcerga oHuM C
n0ocafgon pacxonddaTcs, Korga B ABeHaauaTb 4acoB
3aKpbIBalOT pyneTKy. M Korga ctapwun Kpynep nepen
3aKpbITUEM  PYJIETKW, OKOJI0O ABEeHaauaTu 4acos,
Bo3rJjlawlaeT: «Les trois derniers coups, messieurs!» __,
TO OHW TrOTOBbl MPOCTaBUTb WMHOrAa Ha 3TUX Tpex
nocnegHuxX ygapax BCe, 4TO Y HUX €CTb B KapMaHe, — 1
ONENCTBUTENBLHO TYT-TO Hambosiee n npourpsiBatoTcA. 4
npowen K TOMy CaMOMy CTOJly, rge pgaseda cupena
babyliKa. bblsI0 HE 04eHb TEeCHO, TakK YTO 1 04eHb CKOPO
3aHAN1 MecTo Yy CcTona cTod. [lpsaMo npeno MHOW, Ha
3e/1EHOM CYKHe, Hadep4deHo 6bIs10 cnoBo: «Passe»,
«Passe» — 23TO pag  uup OoT OeBATHaguaTw
BKJIIOYUTENbHO A0 TpuauaTu wecTtu. lNMepBbin Xe paa,
OT NepBOro OO0 BOCEMHagUaTW  BKJIOYUTESILHO,
Ha3blBaeTCca «Manque»; HO Kakoe MHe 6bIJl0 40 3TOro
neno? 4 He paccyMTbIBas, 9 Aa>Ke He C/ibiXxas, Ha KaKyto
undpy ner nocnegHun yoap, n o6 sTom He cnpasBuics,
Ha4YnHaa wWrpy, Kak 6bl caoenan BCAKUM YyTb-4yTb
paccyYMTbIBalOWMA WUrpoK. HA BblITawmn BCe MOU
nsaguaTb hpuapuxcaopos n 6pocun Ha ObIBLLNA Npeno
MHOIO «passe».

— Vingt deux! __ — 3akpu4an Kpynep.

A BblMrpan — M onNsaTb NOCTaBWU/ BCE: U NpexHee, U
BbINTPbILL.



— Trente et un __, — npokpudan Kpynep. OnaTtb
Bblrpbilw! Bcero yx, ctano bbiTb, Y MEHSA BOCEMbAECAT
dbpugpuxcogopos! A aOBUMHYN BCe BoOCeMbecAT Ha
ABeHaauaTb cpeoHux ungp (TPOWMHOW BbIUIFPbILW, HO
OBa LWaHca npoTuB cebs) — KoOsleco 3aBepTenioCb, U
BbILLO ABaALaTb YeTbipe. MHe BbIJIOXKWIN TPU CBEPTKa
no NATUAECATN PPUOPUXCOOPOB N AOeCATb 30J10TbiIX
MOHeT; BCero, C MPexxHUM, 04yTUI0Cb Yy MeHAa OBecCTu
dbpnopnxcoopos.

A Obln Kak B ropsidke U OABUHYJ BCIO 3TY Ky4dy OeHer
Ha KpacHyw — un Bapyr onoMmHwunca! 1 Tonbko pa3 BO
BeCb 3TOT BeYyep, BO BCHO Urpy, CTpax npowien no MHe
X0JI0A0M U OTO3BaJICA OPOXbIO B pyKax U Horax. f c
Y>XaCcoOM OLLYyTUN U MIFHOBEHHO CO3Ha/: 4YTO 014 MEeHA
Tenepb 3Ha4YuT npourpaTtb! CTodsa Ha CTaBKe BCA MOS
XKN3Hb!

— Rouge! — KpUKHyn Kpynep, — U 4 nepesen AOyX,
OrHeHHble MypalwKWy nocbinanncb no moemy Teny. Co
MHOI pacnnatuiancb 6aHKoBbIMW OuneTaMun; CTano
OblTb, BCEro Yy>X 4YeTblpe TbiCAYM (PJIOPUHOB W©
BoceMbaecaT dpuapuxcoopos! (4 ewe mor cneaunTb
Torga 3a c4eToMm.) 3aTeM, NOMHUTCA, A MOCTaBW/ OBe
TbICA4YN (PNOPUHOB OMATbL Ha ABeHaAuaTb CpenoHUX W
npourpan; nocTaBuJl MoOe 30/10TO U BOCeMbhecAaT
bpunopuxcoopos 1 npowurpan. beweHCTBO oOBNafesno
MHOIO: 4 CXBaTWU/Ql nocsiegHne ocCTaBLlMeca MHe [aBe
ThICA4YN (PJIOPUHOB 1 MOCTaBWU Ha ABeHajuaTb MNepBbIX
— TaK, Ha aBoOCb, 3p4d, 6e3 pacydeTa! Bnpouyem, 6biO
OOHO MIHOBEHWE OXWUAAHWUA, Moxoxxee, MOXeT ObiTb,
Brne4vyaTJIeHneM Ha Bre4yaTJ/ieHne, UCnbiTaHHoe madame
Blanchard, korgoa oHa, B lNapuxe, netesia c BO3AYLWHOrro
Lapa Ha 3eMJ10.

— Quatre! ___ — KpuKHyn Kpynep. Bcero, c npexHer
CTaBKOI, OMNATb O4YTWU/IOCb LWIEeCTb ThiCcAY pJIOPUHOB. A
y>XXe CMOTpes Kak nobeguntenb, A y>Xe HUYero, HU4Yero
Tenepb He 6osanca n bpocun 4YeTbipe ThiCAYN HIIOPUHOB



Ha 4YepHylo. YenoBek paeBsATb Opocusocb, BCsen 3a
MHOIO, TOXe CTaBUTb Ha  YepHylo. Kpynepbl
nepernagbiBaiucb W neperosapmBaincb. Kpyrom
rOBOPUNN N XOaNW.

Boilwina yepHada. He NOMHIO 9 y>XXK TYT HU pacyeTa, HU
nopsaaka Momx cTaBoK. [TOMHIO TOJILKO, Kak BO CHe, 4TO
A Yy>Xe BblUrpan, KaXeTcd, TbiCAY LWecTHaauaTb
bJIopUHOB;  BAPYr, TpeMa Hec4YaCTHbIMM yOapaMu,
cnyctTun w13 HWUX OBeHaguaTb; MOTOM  OBUHYN
rnocsieHNe 4YeTblpe ThICAYM Ha «passe» (HO YyXX MNoYTu
HUYero He owyLwian NpM 3TOM; A TONbKO XXAaJ, Kak-To
MexaHunyeckun, 6e3 MbIC/IM) — N ONATb BbIUFpPas; 3aTeM
BblUrpan elle 4yeTbipe pa3a cpany. NNoOMHIO TONIbKO, 4YTO
A 3abupan OeHbrn TbiCA4aMun; 3arNoOMUHAKD A TOXE, 4YTO
Yyalle BCex BbIXoAuNnM OBeHaauaTb CpeHUX, K KOTOPbIM
A 1 npusasanca. OHM NMOABMANNCE KaK-TO peryasapHo —
HenpeMeHHO pa3a TpW, YeTblpe cpAaay, MOTOM MUcyesanu
Ha [OBa pa3a M NOTOM BO3BpalLla/INCb OMATb pa3a Ha TpuU
nnu Ha yeTblpe Kpaay. JTa  yauMBUTesNIbHas
perynapHoCTb BCTpedaeTCca MHorga nosocaMmm — M BOT
3TO-TO M cbmBaeT C TONKY 3anNnUCHbIX WUIPOKOB,
pacCyMTbIBaOLWMX C KapaHOAalwoM B pykKaxXx. W kKakue
3[€eCb C/IY4aloTCH MHOrga y>KacHble HacMeLwWKn cyabobl!

A gymato, ¢ Moero npubbiTua BPEMEHU MPOLUIO He
bonee nonyyaca. Bapyr kpynep yBegoMus MeHs, 4To 4
Bblrpan TpuauaTb ThiCAY PJIOPUHOB, @ TaK KakK DaHK
3a oAWH pa3 bonble He oTBeYaeT, TOo, CTaso ObITb,
pyJNleTKy 3aKpOT A0 3aBTpallHero yTpa. { cxBaTun Bce
MOe 30JI0TO, CCbiMaJl ero B KapMaHbl, CxBaTun Bce
buneTbl U TOTYaC nepewesn Ha OPYron CTOJ, B OPYryio
3any, rae bbila gpyras pyneTka; 3a MHOK XJiblHYJ1la BCSA
TOJINa; TaM TOT4YaC >Xe O4YUCTUWIMN MHe MecTo, U 4
NyCcTUACA CTaBUTb ONATb, 3P4 W He c4yuTad. He
MOHMMal, 4TO MeHAa cnacno!

NHorga, BnpoyeMm, Ha4dnMHan MesibKaTb B F0JIoBE MOEN
pacyeT. A npuBA3bIBaJICA K UHbIM LUPPaM U LLIAHCaM,



HO CKOPO OCTaB/s/l UX WU CTaBWUN ONATb, NoYTU Oe3
CO3HaHuna. [Ho/mKHO 6biTb, S Obl1 O4YeHb pacCCesH;
MOMHIO, YTO Kpyrnepbl HECKOJILKO pa3 nonpasasjiv MO0
urpy. A npenan rpybble ownbkn. Buckm moum Oblnum
CMOY€EHblI MOTOM N PYyKN Apokanun. lNMoackakmeanum 6bis1o
M MONAYKM C Yycayramm, HO S HWUKOro He ciayLian,
CyacTbe He npepbiBasiocb! Baopyr KpyroMm nogHsascs
FPOMKMN roBop M cmex. «bpaBo, bpaBo!» — Kpu4danu
BCe, MHble fa)ke 3axJionajuv B slagown. 4 copsan n TyT
TpuauaTb TbiCAY PNOPUHOB, N BaHK ONATb 3aKpPbIIN A0
3aBTpa!

— YxoaouTte, yxoguTe, — wenTtasl MHEe 4en-To rosioc
crnpaBa. 3To 6bl1 KakKoON-TO PpPaHKPYPTCKUN XNA; OH
BCe BpeMs CTOSAJ No4Jie MEeHA U, KaXKeTCHd, MoMorasl MHe
MHorga B urpe.

— Pagn 6ora yxoguTte, — npowenTan Apyron ronoc
Hag NeBbIM MOUM YXOM. S MeNnbKOM B3rnsgHynA. 3710 bbinia
BE€CbMa CKPOMHO W MNPUINYHO odeTas Agama, JieT nog
TpnauaTb, C KaKUM-To 6ose3HeHHO 6s1eQHbIM, YCTasbIiM
JIMUOM, HO HanNoMWHaBLWMM W Ternepb e€e YyaHYIo
MPEeXH KpacoTy. B aTy MUHYTY 9 HabuBan KapMaHbl
bnnetamu, KoOTOpble TakK WU KOMKaJs, wn cobupan
OCTaBLUeeCsd Ha CToJie 30J10TO. 3axBaTUB MOCAeOHUN
CBEPTOK B MNATbOECAT ppuapunxcaopos, g ycnes, COBCeEM
HEeNPUMETHO, CYHYTb ero B pyky bnegHonm game; MHe
3TO Y>XAaCHO 3ax0TesloCb Torga caesnaTb, U TOHEHbKUeE,
XyOeHbKMe ee nasb4yuKun, NMOMHIO, KPEenko c>asJim MO
PYKY B 3HaK »usenwen 6narogapHoctn. Bce 370
MPOM30LWJI0 B 04HO MIHOBEHME.

CobpaB Bce, a 6bicTpo nepewen Ha trente et
quarante.

3a trente et quarante cmanT nybnnka
apuCToKpaTuyeckas. 9TO He pyJieTKa, 3TO KapTbl. TyT
baHK oTBe4YaeT 3a CTO TbICAY TaJIepoB pPa3oM.
Hanbonbllaa cTaBka TOXE 4YeTbipe ThiCa4n PJIOPUHOB.
1 coBepWeHHO He 3HaJl Urpbl N He 3HaJl MNOYTU HWU



OHON CTaBKWU, KPOME KPaCHOM N YEepHON, KOTOpbIe TYyT
TOXe 6bin. K HUM-TO 9 1 npuBsasancda. Becb Bokcasn
cTonnuiaca Kpyrom. He nomHio, B3gyMasn M 9 B 3TO
BpeMsa XOTb pa3 o [lonnHe. d Torga owyulas Kakoe-To
HenpeonosMMoe HacnaXkjeHme xBaTaTb W 3arpebaTb
baHKoBble BuNeTbl, HapacTaBLIMe Ky4el npeano MHoOM.

HencTtButenbHo, TOYHO cyabba ToNKana MeHs. Ha
3TOT pas, KaK HaPO4HO, CJIYy4UJI0Cb OLHO
06CcTOATENBLCTBO, 00BOJILHO, BMNpo4emM, 4acTo
nosTopsoweeca B urpe. [llpuBsxeTca cyacTue,
HanpuMep, K KPpacHOM U He OCTaBJISAeT ee pa3 OecCATb,
fJa)ke NATHaguaTb cpagy. A cablwan euwe TpeTbero
OHA, 4TO KpacHad, Ha npowsion Hepgene, BbiWa
OBafuaTb OBa pa3a CpsAady; 3TOro ga)ke U He 3arnoMHAT
Ha pyJleTKe W pacCckasblBan C  YOUBJIEHUEM.
Pa3syMeeTcsl, BCe TOTYAC XXe OCTaBJIAIOT KPaCHY U yXXe
nocne p[gecsatun pas, HanpuMmep, nMNOYTU HUKTO He
pewaeTca Ha Hee CTaBUTb. HO W Ha 4YepHylo,
MPOTUBOMOJIOXKHYIO KPpaCHOW, He CTaBUT Torga HUKTO U3
OMbITHbIX UTPOKOB. ONbITHbIN UIFPOK 3HAET, YTO 3HA4YUT
3TO «CBOEHpaBume cny4asa». Hanpumep, Kaszanocb Obl,
YTO MocCJjie WecTHaguaTn pa3 KpacHoOW ceMHaauaTbIn
yoap HenpeMeHHO JNsXXeT Ha 4epHyw. Ha 370
bpocaloTCca HOBUYKM ToJINaMu, yoBOUBaOT N YyTPOUBatoT
KyLW, N CTPaLIHO NpourpbiBatoTCA.

Ho 4, nNOo KakoOMy-TO CTpaHHOMY CBOEHpaBuio,
3aMeTuB, 4TO KpacCHa4d Bblllla CEMb pa3 cpaay, Hapo4Ho
K Hen npusssanca. A ybexaeH, 4To TYyT HanNoJIOBUHY
bbino camonibuda; MHe XoTenocb YAUBUTL 3puUTenen
6e3yMHbIM PUCKOM, N — O CTpaHHOe owyuleHne — 1
MOMHIO OTYETJIMBO, YTO MHOK BAPYr OENCTBUTENIbHO
6e3 BCAKOro BbI30OBa CaMositobua oBslagena y)kacHas
»Xaaa pucky. MoxeT ObITb, nepengsa 4Yepes CTOJIbKO
OowlywieHnn, agywa He HacblwaeTcsa, a ToJIbKOo
pa3apa)kaeTca MMm n TpebyeT owyleHun ewe, n Bce
CUJIbHEN U CUNIbHEN, 0 OKOHYaTesIbHOro yToMmnieHus. U,



npaBo He nry, ecam 6 yctaB nrpbl NO3BOASA NOCTaBUTb
NATbAECAT ThICAY PJIOPUHOB pa3oM, S Obl MOCTaBUA UX
HaBepHo. Kpyrom kpudanu, 410 3TO0 6€3yMHO, 4TO
KpacCHasda y>Xe BbIXOOUT YeTblpHaguaTbln pas!

— Monsieur a gagne deja cent mille florins __ , —
pas3nasica noaJjlie MeHs 4Ye-To rosoc.

A BOopyr o4Hysca. Kak? g BblUrpasl B 3TOT Beyep CTO
TbiCAY nopuHoB! [a K 4eMy e MHe Oonbwe? 4
bpocunca Ha buneTbl, CKOMKaa UX B KapMaH, He cHuTas,
3arpeb Bce Moe 30/10TO, BCE CBEPTKU M nobexan m3
BOKCana. Kpyrom Bce CMesasINCb, KOorga s Npoxoamnn no
3as1aM, rnagsd Ha MOW OTTOMbIPEHHbIE KapMaHbl U Ha
HEePOBHYIO MOXOOKY OT THAXeCTW 30J10Ta. A Aymalo, ero
6bino ropasgo Oonee nonynyga. Heckonbko pyk
MPOTAHYNIOCb KO MHe; 4 pa3faBajl rOpCTAMU, CKOJIbKO
3axBaTbiBasioCb. [lBa >KuAaa OCTAHOBWIN MeHa Yy
BbIX04a.

— Bbl cmenbl!l Bbl 0o4eHb cMenbl! — CcKa3annm OHU
MHEe, — HO ye3>XanTe 3aBTpa YTPOM HerpeMeHHO, Kak
MO>XHO paHblle, He TO Bbl BCe-BCe NnpourpaeTe...

A nx He cnywan. Annesa 6bl1la TEMHA, TaK HYTO PYKWU
cBoen Henb3sa Obi1o pas3nnuntb. o oTtensa 6bi1O C
nonsepcTbl. A HWKorga He 6081CH HUM BOPOB, HU
pa3boOMHUKOB, Aa>ke MaNleHbKUN;, He AyManl 0 HUX u
Tenepb. 4, BnpoyeMm, He TMOMHIO, 0 4eM A [OyMal
O0pPOrot; MbIC/IM He 6b110. Owywan 9 ToNIbKO Kakoe-To
y>KaCHoe HacsaxaeHue yaadum, nobenbl, Mmoryuiectea —
He 3Halo, KakK Bblpa3nTbCA. MesbkKas npeno MHOK U
obpas lMosnHbI; 9 NOMHWUA N CO3HaBas, YTO MOy K Hewn,
cem4ac C Heum comaycb m OByaoy en pacckasbiBaTb,
MOKaX>Xy... HO 9 y>Xe efBa BCMOMHWJ1 O TOM, YTO OHa MHe
faBeydya roeBopwsa, M 3a4eM 4 nowes, M BCce Te
HefaBHME olwyuweHnsa, bbiBLUME BCEero nosTopa 4aca
Ha3aph, Ka3a/MCb MHe YX Tenepb 4YeM-TO [OaBHO
rnpowenLwmm, ncnpassjieHHbIM, YyCTapeBLnNM — O YeM Mbl
yXxe He bynem 6osiee NOMUHATbL, MOTOMY 4YTO Tenepb



Ha4YHeTCHA BCe CbI3HOBA. [104TKN Y>XX B KOHLUE asisien Bapyr
CTpax Hamnan Ha MeHs: «4YTo, ecnm MeHsa cenyac ybbioT
n orpabart?» C KaxabliM LWaroMm MOW CTpax Bo3pacTan
BaoBoe. 4 noytum 6exkan. Baopyr B KOHUE ansien pa3om
6necHyn BeCb HaLwl oTesb, OCBeLLEeHHbIN
becyncneHHbIMmM orHamMmn, — cnasa bory: goma!

A nobexxan B cBOW 3TaX N BbICTPO pacTBOpUa OBEPb.
MonnHa OblNa TYT M cnpgena Ha MOEM OMBaHe, nepepn
3a)K)KEHHOI0 CBeYolo, ckpecTsa pykn. C nsymneHmem oHa
Ha MeHs mocMoTpensa, U, Y>X KOHEYHO, B 3Ty MUHYTY A
Obln OOBOJILHO CTpPaHEH Ha BMA. A OoCTaHOBWJCA npen
Hel W cTan BbibpacbiBaTb Ha CTOJS1 BCO MO rpyay
neHer.



MNaa XV

[TOMHIO, OHa Yy>XaCHO MNpuUcTaslbHO CMOTpesia B Moe
MU0, HO He Tporasacb C MeCTa, He WU3MeHAa paxe
CBOEro MnMoJIoXXKeHu4.

— 4 Bblrpan ABeCcTU ThiCAY PPaAaHKOB, — BCKpu4yan 1,
BbibpacbiBad nocseoHun ceBepTok. OrpomMmHas rpyna
buneToB M CBEPTKOB 30J10Ta 3aHA/1a BeCb CTOJ, 4 He
MOI Y>X OTBECTU OT Hee MOUX rnas; MMHyTamMmmn s COBCEM
3abbiBan o [losiHe. To HaynHan S nMNpPUBOAUTL B
MNopsAoK 3TU Ky4n 6aHKoBbIX bunetoB, cknagbiBan UX
BMecCTe, TO OTKNaablBan B 0AHY 06LLyl0 Ky4y 30/10TO; TO
bpocan Bce u nNyckascsa ObICTPbIMU WAaraMmym Xo4amTb Mo
KOMHaTe, 3a4yMbIBaJiCA, MOTOM BAPYr ONATb noaxoawun
K CTOJy, ONATb Ha4YMHaN cYUTaTb AeHbrn. Bopyr, To4HO
OMOMHUBLUUNCL, 1 BpoCnACa K ABEPSAM U Nockopee 3anep
nx, ABa pa3a o00epHyB KJto4Y. [1IOTOM OCTaAHOBUICHA B
pasaymbe npeg MaleHbKUM MOUM YeMOoL4aHOM.

— Pa3Be B 4yemopgaH nNOJNIOXWUTbL OO0 3aBTpa? —
cnpocun 9§, BApyr obepHyBLWUCb K [lonunHe, n BApPYr
BCNOMHUA 0 Hen. OHa e BCe cuaesa He LWeBenscChb, Ha
TOM >Xe MecCTe, HO MNpucCTasbHO cCJsieaunna 3a MHOMN.
CTpaHHO Kak-TO 6bl1I0 Bblpa)keHue ee Juua; He
MOHPaBUJIOCb MHE 3TO Bblipa)keHue! He owwnbycb, ecnun
CKaXxy, 4To B HEM Oblsla HEHABUCTb.

A 6bICTPO NogoLen K Hen.

— [lonnHa, BOT ABaAuaTb MATb TbiICAY (PJIOPUHOB —
3TO NATbAECAT ThiCAY (@paHKOB, Jdaxxe bonbuie.
Bo3bMuTe, BpocbTe X eMy 3aBTpa B /INLO.

OHa He oTBeTW/1a MHe.

— Ecnn xoTtuTe, 9 oTBE3y CaM, paHO yTpoM. Tak?

OHa BApyr 3acMesanacb. OHa cMesasiacb O0Jro.

A c yameneHmnem m ¢ CKOpOHbIM YyBCTBOM CMOTpPES Ha
Hee. 3TOT CMex O4YeHb MOXOX Obl1 Ha HegaBHUWN,



YyaCTbIW, HaCMeWwJINBbIN CMEeX ee Haao MHOW, Bcerpga
MPUXOOUBLUMWNCA BO BPeMsA CaMbIX CTPACTHbIX MOUX
obbsacHeHNN. HakoHel, OHa nepecTajla U HaxMypuiacs;
CTPOro ornsaabiBajsia OHa MeHs ncrnoanobbs.

— 4 He BO3bMYy BalMX OeHer, — Mporosopwusa oOHa
npespuTesbHO.
— Kak? Y10 2T10? — 3akpuyan a. — [lonnHa, novyemy

xe?

— 41 napoMm ageHer He bepy.

— 4 npepnarato BaM, KaK Opyr; A BaM >XWU3Hb
npepnarato.

OHa nocMmoTpena Ha MeHda [LOoJrMM, MbiTJNBbLIM
B3rJ1540M, Kak Obl MPOH3UTbL MEHA UM XOTena.

— Bbl poporo paete, — nporosopusia OHa
ycmexaacb, —  swobosHuua He-Fpme He cTouT
NATULECATU ThICAY PPaHKOB.

— [lloNInHa, KakK MOXHO TakK CO MHOK roBopuTb! —
BCKpuYan a c yKkopom, — pa3se 4 [He-lpune?

— 4 Bac HeHaBwmxy! [Ha... pgal!.. 94 Bac He nwbnio
bonbwe, 4em [HOe-lpne, — BCKpWYana OHa, BAPYr
3aCBepKaB rnasamu.

TyT OHa 3aKkpbilla BAPYr pykKaMum JinMuo, U C Helo
caenanacb nctepuka. g 6pocmncsa K Hen.

A NOHAN, 4TO C Hel 4YTOo-TO 6e3 MeHa caydmnocb. OHa
bblna coeBceM Kak 6bl HE B CBOEM YyME.

— [llokynam MeHA! Xoyewb? Xo4dewb? 3a MNATbOECAT
TbiCAY (ppaHKOB, Kak [e-'pne? — BbIPbIBAJIOCb Y HEN C
CYOOPOXHbLIMU pblaaHnaMu. A obxBaTunn ee, LenoBas ee
PYKW, HOrK, yrnan npen Het Ha KoJIeHW.

NcTepuka ee npoxoauna. OHa nonoxunna obe pykn Ha
MOU TMJledn W nNpuctasibHO MeHda paccMaTpuBana;
Ka3aJioCb, YTO-TO XOTesla NpoYyecTb Ha MmoeM nuue. OHa
c/yLwlasia MeHs, HO, BUANMO, He CJiblXaJla TOro, 4To 9 eun
roeopus. Kakasa-to 3aboTta M BOAYMYUBOCTb SBUJINCL B
nvue ee. 9 604/7CH 3a Hee; MHe pelnTesNlbHO Ka3aocCh,
4YTO Y HEN YyM MewaeTcd. To BOPYr HaydyMHana OHa TUXO



npuBaekaTb MeHSA K cebe; goBepymBas YyNblibKa yxe
bny>xnana B ee nuue; N BOPYr oHa MeHs oTTaIkuBasa n
OMATb OMPAYEeHHbIM B3rAS40M MPUHMManacb B MeEHS
BCMaTpuBaTbCA.

Baopyr oHa bpocunacb obHMMaTb MEH4.

— Beab Tbl MeHa nwobuwb, nwbuwb? — rosopua
OHa, — BeAb Thbl, Be€Ab Thl... 328 MeHA ¢ bBapoHOM ApaTbCH
xoTten! — W BOopyr oHa pacxoxoTanacb, TOYHO 4YTO-TO
CMeLlHOoe N MU0oe MesibKHYI0 BAPYr B ee namMaTu. OHa
U nnakana, N cMesdnacb — BCe BMecTe. Hy 4To MHe
bbino genatb? A cam bbbl Kak B nmxopaake. oMHIo,
OHa Ha4YMHasa MHEe 4YTO-TO FOBOPUTb, HO A MOYTU HUYEro
He MOr MNOHATb. ITO bbbl Kakon-To 6pen, Kakon-To
nerneT, — TOYHO €N XOTesNIoCb YTO-TO MNOCKOpew MHe
pacckasaTb, — 6pen, npepbiBaeMbln NHOr4a CaMbIM
BeCeslbiIM CMEeXOM, KOTOpbIA HaYMHan nyraTb MeHS.
«HeT, HeT, Tbl MUNbIN, MUJbIN! — NOBTOpPSANA OHa. — Tl
MOW BEPHbIN!»

— W ONATb KJaJjla MHe PYyKW CBOW Ha rnJeyn, onsaTb B
MEeHs1 BCMaTpuBaiacb M NpoaosiKasa NOBTOPATb: «Thbl
MeHs Nobuwb... Nobuwb... byagewb NobUTL?» A He
CBOAMN C Hee rnas; A ele HUKOrga He Bnaan ee B 3TUX
npunagkax HEXHOCTU 1 Nobsun; npaBaa, 3TO, KOHEYHO,
obin 6pen, HO... 3aMeTUB MOWN CTPACTHbIM B3rnsaa, OHa
BOPYIr HaduMHana NykKaBo ynbibaTbCsA; HU C TOrO0 HU C
Cero oHa BApPYr 3aroBapuBana o Muctepe Actiee.

Bnpodyem, o m™Mucrtepe AcTnee oHa 6ecnpepbIiBHO
3arosapuBasa (ocobeHHO Korga cuausacb MHe 4TO-TO
NaBe4ya pacCkasaTb), HO YTO MMEHHO, S BMOJIHE HE MOrr
CXBaTUTb; KaXeTCs, OHa MOaXe cMesnacb Hag HUM;
nosTopsna becnpepbiBHO, YTO OH XXAET... U 4YTO 3Halo
JIN 5, 4TO OH HaBepHoOe CTOUT Tenepb Noa okKkHoM? «[a,
na, nog OKHOM, — HY OTBOPW, MOCMOTPU, MOCMOTPU, OH
30€ecCb, 34eck!» OHa ToNIKajsla MeHs K OKHY, HO TOJIbKO S
nenan ABu>XeHue naTu, oHa 3asnmBajlaCb CMEXOM, U
OCTaBaJiCca Npwu HeW, a oHa bpocanacb MeHss OBHUMaTh.



— Mbl yegeM? Beob Mbl 3aBTpa yegem? — npuxonniao
en BApyr 6ecnokoMmHo B rosioBy, — HY... (N OHa
3ajyManacb) — Hy, a OOroHMM Mbl 6abyluKy, Kak Tbl
aymaews? B bepnnHe, a4 gymato, OoroHMM. Kak Tbl
OyMaellb, 4TO OHa CKa)XXeT, Korga Mbl ee OOroOHUM WU
OHa Hac yBungut? A mMucrtep Actnen?.. Hy, 3ToT He
cockount ¢ lWnaHrenbepra, kKak Tbl Agymaeuwb? (OHa
3axoxoTasa.) Hy, nocnywan: 3Haewsb, Kyaa oH byayuiee
neto enet? OH xo4eT Ha CeBepHbLIN NOJKOC exaTb A/s
y4YeHbIX NCCnegoBaHMm N MeHs 3Ban € coboto, xa-xa-xa!
OH roBOpPUT, YTO Mbl, pycckue, be3 eBponenueB HNYEro
He 3HaeM U HU K 4YeMy He CrnocobHbl... HO oH ToXe
nobpbin!  3Haewb, OH «reHepana» W3BUHAET; OH
roBopuT, 410 Blanche... 4To cTpacTb, — HY He 3Halo, He
3Halo, — BAPYr MOBTOpMJa OHa, KakK 6bl 3aroBopsicb u
noTepsBWNCb. — begHble OHW, KaK MHe WX XaJb, U
6abywky... Hy, nocnywawn, nocnywawn, Hy rae Tebe
youTb He-Mpne? U Heyxxenun, Hey>xxenu Tbl AyMas, 4To
ybbewb? O raynbin! Hey>xenn Tbl MOr nogymMaTb, 4TO A
nywy Tebsa gpatbcsa ¢ Oe-Mpue? Oa Tbl 1 6apoHa-TO He
ybbewb, — npubaBuia oHa, BOPYr 3acMmeaswncsb. — O,
KakK Tbl 6bls1 TOrga cMewoH ¢ 6apoHOM; A rnagena Ha
Bac 06onX CO CKaMeWnkun; N Kak Tebe He XxoTenocb Torga
naTn, Korga s t7eba noceblnana. Kak g torga cMmesanacs,
KakK 9 Torga cMmesnacb, — npubasnna oHa Xxoxoua.

N Bopyr oHa onaTb uesnoBana m obHMMana MeHSH,
OMATb CTPACTHO N HEeXHO MpuXumasa cBOe MU0 K
MoeMy. A yx 6osee HM 0 4eM He AyManl U HUYero He
cnblwan. Fonosa Mos 3aKpyXxunacs...

A nymato, 4To 6bIJI0O OKOI0O CEMU HACOB yTpa, Koraa s
OYHYJICHA; COJIHLUE CBETWJI0 B KOMHATYy. losinHa cugena
nogse MeHs M CTPaAaHHO OCMaTpuBasnacb, Kak byaTto
BbIXOOSA M3 KaKOro-tTo Mpaka n cobnpas BoCNoMUHaAHUS.
OHa TOXe TOJIbKO YTO TMPOCHYyNacb W MPUCTaJIbHO
CMOTpena Ha CToN 1 geHbru. Fonosa mMos bblNa Taxena
n 6onena. A 6bIN0 xoTen B3ATb [MOMHY 33 PYKY; OHAa



BOPYr OTTOJIKHYJla MeHsa W BCKOYMJa C AUMBaHa.
HaynHaBWKNCA AeHb Bbl1 NAaCMYypPHbIW, Npen pacCcBeToM
wen poxab. OHa nmogowsa K OKHy, OTBOpwuna ero,
BbiICTaBW/a rosioBy N rpyab v, noanepwmncb pykamu, a
JIOKTN MNOJIOXKUB Ha KOCSAK OKHa, NMpobblyla TaK MUHYTHI
Tpun, He obopaymBasiCb KO MHE N He C/lywas Toro, 4To A
en rogopua. Co CTpaxoM NpmMxoanso MHe B roJyloBy: 4TO
e Tenepb byoeT U 4eM 3TO KOHYMUTCA? Bapyr oHa
nogHANacb C OKHa, nojgowJsia K CToJy U, CMOTPA Ha
MEHS1 C BblpaXeHunem 6ecKOHe4YHON HEeHaBUCTU, C
OPOXKaBLUMMUM OT 3N10CTU rybamun, cKkasana MHe:

— Hy, oToam e MHe Tenepb MOU MATbOECAT TbICAY
hbpaHKOB!

— MonwnHa, onAaTk, onATb! — Ha4van 6bis1o 1.

— WNnn Tl pazgyman? xa-xa-xa! Tebe, moxeT 6bITb,
y>Ke U Xanko?

IBaguaTb MATb TbiICAY (PJIOPUHOB, OTCYHUTAHHbIE eLle
BYEpa, Jie)xxasin Ha CToJe; s B3sJ1 U noaas en.

— Beob oHM yX Tenepb Mon? Benob Tak? Tak? —
3/106HO cnpalwmnBana OHa MeH4, AepXXa AEeHbI B pyKax.

— Ha oHn n Bcerga 6biin TBOU, — CKa3an 4.

— Hy Tak BOT >Xe TBOU NATbAECAT ThbiCAY ppaHKOB! —
OHa pa3MaxHynacb W nyctuna wmx B MeHA. [ladka
60nbHO yOoapuna MHe B JINLO N pa3fieTesiacb No nosny.
CoBepuwuB 370, lNMonnHa Bbibe)xana N3 KOMHaTHhI.

A 3Halo, OHa, KOHEYHO, B TY MUHYTY 6Oblsla HE B CBOEM
yMe, XO0Tb 8 W He TMOoHMMaK 3TOro BPEeMeHHOro
nomMmewaTenbcTBa. [lpaBnoa, oHa ewe M OO CUX Mop,
Mecsl cnyctd, ewe ©6onbHa. YTO ObINO, OAHAKO,
MPUYMNHOIO 3TOr0 COCTOSAHUSA, a rf1aBHOE, 3TON BbIXOOKN?
OckopbneHHasa nn ropaoctb? OTHasgHME NN O TOM, YTO
OHa pelwunnacb gake NpunTn Ko MHe? He nokasan nm 4
ey BuAay, 4TO TuwecsiaB/toCb MOUM CHYAaCTUEM U B CaMOM
nene TOYHO TaK Xe, Kak n Le-I'pmne, xo4y oToenaTbCH
OT Hee, NogapuB en NATbAECAT TbiCAY ppaHKOB? HO
Belb 3TOro He 6b1N10, A 3Hato Mo CBOEN coBecTu. [lymato,



4YTO BMHOBATO ObLINO TYyT OTHACTU N ee Tuwecnhasue:
Twecnaesme noAckKasaso €en He TroBepuTb MHe WU
OCKOPOUTbL MEeHs, XOTA BCe 3TO NpeacTaBfsioCb €en,
MoXXeT 6biTb, U CaMOWM HesCcHO. B TakoMm chny4ae 4,
KOHe4HOo, oTBeTun 3a [e-I'pue n cTan BMHOBAT, MOXET
ObiTh, 63 6onbwon BMHLI. MNMpaBaa, Bce 3TO 6bls1 TONLKO
bpen; NnpaBda 1 To, 4TO S 3HaN, 4TO OHa B bpeny, W... He
obpaTnn BHMUMaHUA Ha 3TO0 obcToATEeNbCTBO. MoXXeT
OblTb, OHa Ternepb HEe MOXKET MHe NPOCTUTbL 3Toro? [a,
HO 3TO Tenepb; HO Torpa, Torga? Bendb He Tak xe
CUbHbI BblI ee bpen u 6onesHb, 4TOObI OHa YX
coBepleHHO 3abblna, 4TO penaeT, uUas KO MHe C
nucbMoMm Lle-I'pne? 3Ha4ynT, OHa 3Hasna, YTO Ogenaer.

A Koe-KaK, Hackopo, CyHyn Bce mMoum bymarm v BCIO
MOK Ky4y 30J10Ta B MMOCTEJIb, HAKpPblJl €e 1 Bblle
MUHYT aecaTb nocne lMonuHbl. A 6bi yBEepeH, 4TO OHa
nobe)xana OOMON, N XOTeN MOTUXOHbKY MNpobpaTbCs K
HUM WU B NepegHen CnpocuTb Y HAHUM O 3400pOBbe
bapbilHN. KakoBO e 6bI10 Moe u3ymMmseHne, Korga ot
BCTPETUBLLUENCA MHE Ha JNIeCTHULE HSAHIOWKW A y3Han,
41O losIMHa OOMOW elle He BO3BpallaslaCb N YTO HAHS
caMa WJia KO MHe 3a HeW.

— Ceny4ac, — rosopuJl 9 en, — cem4ac TOJIbKO YyLusia
OT MeHS, MUHYT [OecsaTb TOMY Ha3apg, Kyda >Xe Moria
OHa OoeBaTbCA?

HAHA C YKOpM3HOW Ha MeHsA nornsgena.

A Mexny TeM BbilJia uesnas UCTopus, KoTopas yxe
xoaowuna no otento. B weenuapckonm n y obep-kenbHepa
nepewenTbiBaJNuCb, 4TO pennenH yTpoMm, B LeCTb
YacoB, Bbibexxana n3 otensd, B 4oXxnab, n nobexxana no
HanpasneHntio K hotel d'Angleterre. 1o nx cnosam un
HaMeKaM S 3aMeTWJl, YTO OHU Yy>Xe 3HalT, YTO OHa
npoeBefsla BCIO HOYb B MOeW KOMHaTe. Brnipoyem, yxe
pacCcKa3biBaJioCb O BCEM TreHepasibCKOM CeMeWnCcTBe:
CTasio0 U3BECTHO, YTO reHepas BYepa Cxoausi C yma Wu
nJakas Ha BeCb OTeslb. Paccka3sbiBasMm Npu 3TOM, 4TO



npunesxxasLwasa 6abywka OblN1a ero MaTb, KOTOpas 3aTeM
HaAapo4YHO W nosBWiaacbL W3 camonm Poccum, 4TO0b6
BOCNPEeTUTb CBOEMY CbiHY Bpak ¢ m-lle de Cominges, a
3a oCJ/lyllaHue NNWNTb ero HacslencTBa, N Tak Kak OH
O0ENCTBUTENIbHO He NocsyLwascs, To rpadpuHs, B ero xe
rnasax, Hapo4YHo M npourpasia BCe CBOM AeHbrM Ha
pyneTke, 4Tob TakK y>Xe eMy N He O0CTaBasioCb HUYEro.
«Diese Russen!» __  — noBTopsan obep-kenbHep C
HerogosBaHMeM, Ka4das TrosioBon. [pyrme cCMessInCh.
Obep-kKenbHep rotoBus cyeT. Mown BbIUrpbIW Bbi yXxe
n3BecTteH; KapJl, MOW KOPUAOOPHLIA JlakKel, MnepBbIn
nosapaBusa MeHsA. Ho MHe 6bis10 He 00 HUX. A bpocuncs
B oTesnb d'Angleterre.

Ewe OblNO paHO;, MuUctep ACTNen He NpPUHUMaI
HWKOro; Y3HaB »e, 4TO 3TO 4, BblLLes KO MHe B KOpUAop
M OCTAaHOBWJICA Npeno MHOW, MOJi14a YCTPEMUB Ha MEHS
CBOW OJIOBSAAHHbIN B3rNs4, U oXuMaas: 4To A CKaxy? 4
ToT4yac cnpocun o NonnHe.

— OHa 6onbHa, — oTBe4Yan muctep AcTnen, no-
npe)XxHeMy CMOTPSA Ha MeHS B YNOp U He CBOAA C MeHS
rnas.

— Tak oHa B camMoM fersie y Bac?

— O npa, y MeHs.

— Tak KaK »Xe Bbl... Bbl HaMepeHbl ee OepxaTb Y
cebna?

— O pa, 9 HamMepeH.

— MucTep AcTnen, 3To npomsBeneT CKaHAan; 3TOro
Henb3s. K ToMy >»Xe OHa coBceM 0o0JibHa; Bbl, MOXET
ObITb, HE 3aMeTnNN?

— O pa, 9 3aMeTun U y>XXe BaM CKa3saJl, 4YTOo OHa
bonbHa. Ecnm 6 oHa Oblna He 60sbHaA, TO Yy Bac He
nposesa 6bl HOYb.

— TakK Bbl 1 3TO 3HaeTe?

— 4 570 3Hato. OHa wWna BYepa croga, n 4 bl oTBEN ee
K MOeW poACTBEHHULE, HO TaK KakK oHa bbina 6onbHa,
TO owwmbnachb N npuLlia K BaMm.



— lMpenctaBbTe cebe! Hy no3apaBnsio Bac, MUCTEP
AcTnen. KctaTun, Bbl MHe laeTe naew: He CTOAIX NN Bl
BCKO HOYb Yy HAac noa OKHoM? Mwucc lonnHa BCHO HOYb
3aCTaB/ig/la MeHA OTKpbiBaTb OKHO U CMOTpeTb, — He
CTOWTE NN Bbl NO4, OKHOM, N Y>XaCHO cMedanach.

— Heyxenn? HeT, 9 nog OKHOM He CTOSAN; HO A »AaJ
B KOpMAOope u Kpyrom xonuin.

— Ho Beab ee Hafo neynTb, MUCTep AcCTien.

— O pa, a y>x no3Ban OOKTOpa, U eCcsim OHa yMpeT, To
Bbl JaAUTe MHe OTYeT B ee CMepTWu.

A nsymumncs:

— MomnnynTte, Mmnctep ACTNien, 4TO 3TO Bbl XOTUTE?

— A npaBfa nuY, 4YTO Bbl BYepa BbIUrpann OBecTu
TbICAY Tasnepos?

— Bcero TonbKO CTO ThiCAY (PJIOPUNHOB.

— Hy BoT Bunaute! Utak, yesxante cerogHsa yTpoMm B
Mapunx.

— 3a4yem?

— Bce pycckune, nMmeda peHbrun, eoyt B [lapunx, —
MNOSICHUN MUCTep ACT/IEN FOJIOCOM N TOHOM, Kak byaTo
rnpo4yen 3To NO KHUXKe.,

— Y70 A byany Tenepb, netoMm, B lMapuxe genatb? A
ee nobnto, muctep Actnen! Bbl 3HaeTe camu.

— Heyxenn? 4 yb6expeH, 4To HeT. [lputoMm Xxe,
OCTaBLUNCb 30eCb, Bbl MpoUrpaeTe HaBepHoe BCe, U BaM
He Ha 4To b6ypeT exaTb B [lapumx. Ho npowanTte, 4
CoBeplIeHHO YybexaeH, 4TO Bbl CerogHs yepeTte B
Mapunx.

— XopolLlo, npouwanTe, ToNbko A B lNMapux He noeny.
NMogymanTe, muctep AcCTnen, o ToM, 4TO Tenepb byaeT
y Hac? OgHuM C/ioBOM, reHepas... U Tenepb 3TO
npukato4YeHne ¢ mucc lNonmHom — BeOb 3TO Ha BeChb
ropog nonper.

— [la, Ha BeCb ropoa; reHepan xe, 9 gymato, 06 aTom
He oyMaeT, h eMy He 00 3Toro. K Tomy e mucc lNnonuvHa
MMeEeT MoJIHOE MPaBO XWUTb, rae en yrogHo. HacyeT xe



3TOro CEMENCTBaA MOXXHO MPaBWJIbHO CKa3aTb, YTO 3TO
CEMENCTBO Y>Xe He CcyllecTByeT.

A wen n nocMmemBasica CTpaHHOW yBEPEHHOCTU 3TOro
aHriM4aHMHa, 410 4 yeny B lapunxk. «OgHaKO OH Xo4eT

MeHs 3acTpesiuTb Ha Ayaan, — Agyman 4, — ecau
mademoiselle lNMonnHa ympeT, — BOT ewe KoMuccmal»
KnsHycb, MHe Oblno Xanb [MosAnHY, HO CTpaHHO, — C

CaMOM TOM MUHYTbI, KakK S OOTPOHYJNCHA BYepa [0
MFOPHOro CTOJ1a U cTan 3arpebaTb NavyknM geHer, — Mos
noboBb OTCTynuNa Kak 6bl Ha BTOPOWM MnAaH. DTO
Tenepb roBopk; HO TOorga ewe 4 He 3aMeyas BCero
3TOro $ACHO. Heyxenm a9 M B CaMOM [Jefne Wrpok,
HeyXeqnm 9 M B CaMOM fefie... Tak CTpaHHO nwbun
MonuHy? HeT, a8 oo cux nop nwbnwo ee, sngnt dor! A
Torga, Korga s Bbllesl OT MuUCTepa AcCThes v wen
OOMOW, 9 UCKPEHHO CcTpagan u BuHun cebs. Ho... HO TyT
CO MHOWN CNy4unacb 4pe3sBblHaWHO CTpPaHHasA W raynasd
ncTopus.

A cnewnn K reHepasny, Kak BOpyr Heshaneke oT UX
KBapTUPbl OTBOpPW/ACb ABEPb N MEHS KTO-TO KJIMKHYI,
970 b6blla m-me veuve Cominges N KJNKHYJ1a MeHs No
npukasaHunio m-lle Blanche. 4 Bowen B kBapTupy m-lle
Blanche.

Y Hux 6bin HebonbLION HOMep, B ABe KOMHaThI.
CnbiweH 6bl1 cMex U Kpuk m-lle Blanche n3 cnanbHn.
OHa BCTaBasia C NoCTenu.

— A, c'est lui!! Viens dons, beta! Npasga nu, que tu as
gagne une montagne d'or et d'argent? J'aimerais mieux
l'or. __

— Bblurpasn, — oTBevan a9 CMesChb.

— CKOJ/IbKO?

— CTO ThICAY (p1IOPUHOB.

— Bibi, comme tu es bete. [1a, Bonan xe ciopga, A
Hu4ero He cnblwy. Nous ferons bombance, n'est ce pas?

A Bowen K Hei. OHa Banssacb Noh PO30BbIM
aT/laCHbIM 04esisioM, M3-MoL4 KOTOPOro BbICTAB/ANINCH



CMYrble, 3[0POBble, YOAUBUTESIbHbIE MNeYn, — MJieyu,
KOTOpble pa3Be TOJIbKO YBUAMWb BO CHE, — KOe-Kak
NPUKPbITbIe OaTUCTOBOK OTOpPOYeHHOoOW 6Henenwinmu
KPpy>XeBaMM COPOYKOK, 4YTO YOAMBUTENIbHO WO K ee
CMYTJION KOXXeE.

— Mon fils, as-tu du coeur? __ — BCKpu4asna OHa,
3aBuOeB MeHs, M 3axoxoTasia. CMesasnacb OHa Bcerga
O4YeHb BeceJslo 1N fJa)ke NHOraa NCKPEHHO.

— Tout autre... — Hayvan OblNO £, nNapadpa3npys
KopHens.

— BoT Buanwb, vois-tu, — 3aTapaTopusla OHa
BOPYr, — BO-MEPBbIX, CbIWN YyJaKK, NOMOrn obyTbcs, a
BO-BTOpbIX, Si tu n'es pas trop bete, je te prends a
Paris __ . Tbl 3HaewWwsb, 9 cendac eny.

— Cenvac?

— Ype3 nonyaca.

HencrteutenbHoO, BCe BbIN10 YN0OXXeHO. Bce YeMoaaHbl U
ee Belwwn ctoanum rotosble. Kote bbis1 y)xe gaBHO NoaaH.

— Eh bien! xo4ews, tu verras Paris. Dis donc qu'est ce
que c'est qu'un outchitel? Tu etais bien bete, quand tu
etais outchitel __ . T'oe xe ™Mou 4ynkm? ObyBanm xe
MeHS, Hy!

OHa BbICTaBUNa OEUCTBUTENIbHO BOCXUTUTESIbHYIO
HOXKY, CMYIJyi0, MaJIEHbKYIO, HENCKOBEPKAHHYIO, KakK
BCE& TMOYTU OTU HOXKW, KOTOPble CMOTPAT TaKUMU
MUNEHbKUMKU B 6OTUHKax. H 3acMmesanca W Hadan
HaTArMBaTb Ha Hee LwWenKoBbIN 4Yyno4yek. M-lle Blanche
MeXxnay TeM cngesia Ha nocTesiv n Tapatopuna.

— Eh bien, que feras-tu, si je te prends avec? Bo-
nepBbIX, je veux cinquante mille francs. Tbl MHe wux
oThnawb BO ®paHkPpypTe. Nous allons a Paris; TaM Mbl
XnBeMm BMmecTe et je te ferai voir des etoilles en plein
jour __ . Tbl yBUAOANWb TaKUX MXEHLWWH, KaKux Tl
HUKorna He BmabiBan. Cnywan...

— MocTton, spak a Tebe oTAaM NATbAOECAT ThiCAY
dpaHKOB, a 4TO XXe MHe-TO OCTaHeTCs?



— Et cent cinquante mille francs, Tbl 3abbin, 1, cBepx
TOro, 8 corjlacHa XXWTb Ha TBOEW KBapTupe Mecsau, OBa,
que sais-je! Mbl, KOHEYHO, MPOXXMUBEM B ABa Mecsua 3Tu
CTO NATbAECAT ThbiCAY (ppaHKOB. Bnauws, je suis bonne

enfant __ wn Tebe Bnepen rosopto, mais tu verras des
etoiles.

— Kak, Bce B ABa Mecsua?

— Kak! 2710 Tebsa yxacaet! Ah, vil esclave! __ [la

3HaeWwb JIM Tbl, YTO OAWH MeCSL, 3TON XXU3HWU Jyylle
BCero TBoero cyuiectsoBaHund. OaomH mecsy, — et apres
le deluge! Mais tu ne peux comprendre, va! [llowen,
rnowlesn, Tbl 3TOro He ctomwb! A, que fais-tu? __ B 3Ty
MUHYTY s 0byBan OPYryto HOXXKY, HO He BblAep>Xan u
nouenoBan ee. OHa BblpBasla WU Hayvana MeHA OUTb
KOHYMKOM HOIrM no snuy. HakoHeL, OHa nporHana MeH4
coBceM. «Eh bien, mon outchitel, je t'attends, si tu veux;

ype3 4yeTBepPTb Yaca g eay!» — KPUKHYJla OHa MHe
BOOIMOHKY.

BopoTacb gomon, 6bin1 9 yXKe KakK 3aKpy>XeHHbIN. YTo
e, 9 He BMHOoBAT, 4To m-lle MNMonnHa 6pocumna MHe
LLleslIon Mavykom B JIMLO W elle BYepa npenanoysia MHe
Mucrtepa Actned. HekoTopble U3 pacnaBLUUXCSH
baHKOBbIX 6uneTtoB ewe BansAAUCb Ha MoOay, 9 WUX
nogobpan. B 3Ty MUHYTY OoTBOpWUaCb ABEPb N ABUJICSA
camMm obep-kenbHep (KOTOPbIN Ha MeHsa npexie wu
rnageTb He XOoTes) C npurjalleHneM: He yrogHo Ju
MHe nepebpaTbCAa BHWU3, B MPEBOCXOAHbLIA HOMEpP, B
KOTOPOM TOJIbKO 4TO cTOoAN rpag B.

4 nocTodan, nogymann.

— CyeT! — 3akpuydan 9, — cenyac epny, 4pes OecsTb
MUHYT. — «B llapux Tak B lMapmx! — nogyman 4 npo
cebs, — 3HaTb, Ha poAay HanMcaHo!»

Ype3s 4YeTBepTb 4Yaca Mbl LOEUCTBUTEJSIbHO cCuaenu
BTpoeM B OoAHOM obuiem cemMenMHOM BaroHe: s, m-lle
Blanche et m-me veuve Cominges. M-lle Blanche
XoxoTana, rnana Ha MeHsA, 00 uctepuku. Veuve



Cominges en BTopuia, He CKaxxy, 4Tobbl MHe 6bIso
Becesno. XuM3Hb nepenambiBasiacb HagBoe, HO CO
BYEpalWlHEero AHA 8 Y>XX MNMPUBbIK BCe CTaBUTb Ha KapTy.
Mo)xeT OblTb, U OENCTBUTENIbHO MpaBAa, 4TO A He
BblHEC OeHer 1 3akKpyXuncd. Peut-etre, je ne demandais
pas mieux. __ MHe Ka3anoCb, 4TO Ha BpPeMs — HO
TOJIbKO Ha BpemMsa — repeMeHsalTca gekopauyun. «Ho
4ypes3 Mmecsy g byay 3aecb, 1 Torga... U Torga Mbl ewe ¢
BaMu noTdaraemcs, wMuctep Actnen!» HeT, Kak
NpMNOMUHa Tenepb, MHe UK Torga OblI10 yXXacHOo
FPYCTHO, XOTb A MU XOXOTaJl B3anyCKM C 3TON OYPOYKOW
Blanche.

— [a 4vero Tebe! Kak Tbl rayn! O, Kak Tbl rayn! —
BCKpukumeana Blanche, npepbiBass cBOM CMex U Ha4YMHas

cepbe3Ho bpaHuTb MeHd. — Hy pa, Hy fOa, Aa, Mbl
MPOXXMBEM TBOU OBECTMU ThbICAY (PPaHKOB, HO 3aTO, Mais
tu serais heureux, comme un petit roi; __ 9 cama Tebe

Oyny noBA3biBaTb raJICTYK W MoO3Hakomto Tebsa ¢
Hortense. A Korga Mbl MPO>XMBEM BCe HallM OeHbrn, Thl
npuegews cioga U onaTb copBewb baHk. YTo Tebe
CKaszanun xuabl? naBHoe — CMenocTb, a y Teba oHa
€CTb, N Tbl MHe elle He pa3 byaewb BO3UTb OEHLIN B
Mapmx. Quant a moi, je veux cinquante mille francs de
rente et alors... __

— A reHepan? — crnpocun 1 ee.

— A reHepan, Tbl 3HaelWwb CaM, Ka>KAbll OeHb B 3TO
BpeMsa yxoauT MHe 3a bykeToM. Ha 3TOT pa3 g HAapo4HO
BeJsiesla OTbICKAaTb CaMbIX peakunx LBeToB. benHsXXKa
BOPOTUTCA, a NTUYKA M ynetena. OH NosieTUT 3a HaMu,
yBnanb. Xa-xa-xa! 4 odyeHb byay paga. B lMapuxe oH
MHe npuUrogouTCs; 3a Hero 34ecb 3anJlaTUT MuUcTep
AcTnen...

N BOT TakuM-TO obpa3omM g 1 yexan Toraa B lMapunx.



naBsa XVi

YTo 4 ckaxxy o lMapuxe? Bce 310 6bIJI0O, KOHEYHO, U
bpen, n nypavecTtBo. A npoxun B Napunxe BCero ToJbKO
TP Hepenn ¢ HebonbwMM, M B 3TOT CPOK Obln
COBepLUeHHO MNOKOHYeHbl MOU CTO ThicAY (opaHKoB.
FOBOPIO TOJILKO MPO CTO ThICAY; OCTasibHble CTO ThICAY A
oToan mademoiselle Blanche 4ucTbiMu geHbramm, —
NATLOECAT ThbiCAY BO DpaHKPypTe M 4Ype3 TpU OHA B
Mapuxe, Bbloan en xe eue NATbAECAT ThiCAY PPaHKOB
BeKcesleM, 3a KOTOpbIW, BMPOYEM, 4Ype3 Henesito OHa
B3siJla C MeHa U aeHbrun, «et les cent mille francs, qui
nous restent, tu les mangeras avec moi, mon
outchitel» __ . OHa MeHS MOCTOAHHO 3BaJia y4uTesieM.
TpyoHO npenctaButb cebe 4YTo-HMOYyOb Ha cBeTe
pacyeTnBee, CKyrnee n cKajagblpHee pa3psna CywecTs,
nonodbHbix m-lle Blanche. Ho aTo oTHOCUTENBLHO CBOUX
neHer. YTo XXe KacaeTcd 40 MOWUX CTa ThiCAY (PpaHKOB,
TO OHa MHe npsaMo o6bsaABUIA MOTOM, HTO OHU €N HY>XHbI
Oblin ona nepBon MocTaHOBKU cebsa B lNapuxe. «Tak
YTO YXX S Tenepb CTasa Ha MPUINYHYIO HOry pas
HaBcerga, U Tenepb Yy>X MeHs O0JIr0 HUKTO He cobbeT,
Mno KpanvHen Mepe A TakK pacrnopsguniacb», —
npunbasBusa oHa. BrnpoyeMm, 9 No4Tn n He BUOaN 3TUX CTa
TbICAY; OEHbIM BO BCE BPEMSA Aep>kasla OHa, a B MOeEM
KolesibKe, B KOTOPbIM OHa CcaMa KaxAbll [OeHb
HaBefblBaslaCb, HUKOrga He ckonasgnocb 6osiee cTa
dpaHKoB, 1 BCerna rno4yTtu ObI10 MeHee.

— Hy K yemy Tebe oeHbrn? — rosopwusa oHa nHorga c
CaMbIM MPOCTENLNM BUAOM, U A C HEIO He criopul. 3aTo
OHa O4YeHb W OYeHb HeoypHO oTAeslasna Ha 3TU AEeHbIU
CBOIO KBapTUpy, W Korga MnoTOM repeBesla MeHs Ha
HOBOCeNlbe, TO, rMOKa3blBasgs MHE KOMHaTbl, CKa3ana:
«BOT 4TO C pacyeTOM M CO BKYCOM MOXXHO caefiaTb C



CaMbIM/ MWU3EPHbIMU CpeacTBaMu». DTOT MU3Ep CTOW,
OOHaKO, pPOBHO nNATbOECAT ThiCA4 (paHKoOB. Ha
OCTaJiIbHble NATbAECAT TbICAY OHa 3aBeJsia 3KUNax,
nowanen, Kpome Toro, Mbl 3aganu asa 6ana, To eCcTb
nBe Be4YepuHKn, Ha KoTopbix 6biin n Hortense u Lisette
n Cleopatre — >XeHWMWHbI 3aMe4d4aTesibHble BO MHOIMMX U
BO MHOIMMX OTHOLLUEHUSAX N Ja)ke OaJsieko He faypHble. Ha
3TUX [OBYX BeYepuHKax $ MNpuHyXXaeH 6bi1 urpaTb
npernynenwy posb X03siMHaA, BCTpe4YaTb U 3aHMMaTb
pa3boraTteBlnNX U TYyNENWNX KynyYnwekK, HEBO3MOXKHbIX
Mo UX HeBexecTBY U 6eccTbiACTBY, Pa3HbIX BOEHHbIX
MOPYYMKOB W >KaJIKUX aBTOPULLEK U >XYPHaJbHbIX
KO3SBOK, KOTOpble SABWINCb B MOAHbIX (ppakax, B
naneBbIX nMepyaTkax U ¢ camonwbmemM 1M 4YBaAHCTBOM B
TaKMxX pa3Mepax, 0 KOTOpbIX Aake y Hac B lNMeTepbypre
HEMbICJINMO, — a Y>X 3TO MHOro 3Ha4uT cka3aTb. OHWK
fa)ke B3OgyMaJsim Hago MHON CMeATbCHA, HO A Hanuacs
LLaMMNaHCKOro M nposBansancad B 3agHel KomMHaTe. Bce
3TO 6bIJI0O AN MeHs OMep3UTEsIbHO B BbICLLUEN CTEMEHMN.
«C'est un outchitel, — rosopuna o060 mHe Blanche, — il a
gaghe deux cent mille francs __ ©n KoTopbin 6e€3 MeH4
He 3Han Obl, KaK UX UCTpPaTUTb. A Mocne OH ONATb
MNOCTYNMUT B Y4YUTENA; — He 3HaeT M KTo-Hubynab
MecTa? HamobHo 4TO-HMOYAb ANng Hero caenatb». K
LUaMMNaHCKOMY 4 cTan npuberatb BeECbMa 4acTo, MOTOMY
YTO MHe OblI0 MOCTOAHHO O4YeHb TIPYCTHO WU A0
KPAaMHOCTU CKY4YHO. A >Xumn B camMonm Oyp>Xya3HoW, B
CaMON MEepPKaHTUNIbHOMN cpefe, rae Kaxablh cy 6bi
paccynTaH n BbiMepeH. Blanche o4eHb He nobuna meHs
B rMepBble AOBe Hepdesnu, s 3TO 3aMeTws; npasga, OHa
ogesla MeEeHHA LWerosibCKM N caMa exxegHeBHO
MnoBsi3biBasla MHe TraJICTyK, HO B JAywe WCKPEHHO
npe3vpana MeH4d. 9 Ha 3To He obpawlan HU Manenwero
BHUMaHNA. CKY4YHbIW W YHbUIbIN, 9 CTaJs yxXoOAWUTb
obbikHOBeHHO B «Chateau des Fleurs» __, rpe
PEerynsipHo, KaXAblh BeYyep, HanuBasaca W Y4YUICH



KaHKaHy (KOTOpbIN TaM nMperagko TaHUYT) W
BnocneacTsum npuobpen B 3TOM pode  Jdaxke
3HAMeHUTOCTb. HakoHel Blanche packycmna mMeHs: oHa
KaK-TO 3apaHee cocTaBuna cebe unagetw, 41O 4, BO BCe
BPEMSA HaLWlero CoXuUTesnbCTBa, byay XoOauTb 3a Hetk C
KapaHgawoM n byMa)kkon B pykax n sce byay cymtaTb,
CKOJIbKO OHa WucCTpaTuia, CKOJIbKO YKpasa, CKOJIbKO
NCTPATUT N CKOJIbKO ele ykpageT? U, yXX KOHEeYHO,
Oblna yBepeHa, 4TO Yy HaC WU3-3a KaxAblX OecATwu
dbpaHkoB byneT baTanma. Ha BCcskKoe HanageHme Moe,
npennoJsiaraemoe eto 3apaHee, OHa yxe
3abnaroBpeMeHHO 3aroToBuJla BO3PaXXeHUs; HO, He
BUAS OT MEHS HUKaKUX HanageHuwn, crnepsa 6bi10
nyckanacb camMa Bo3pa)kaTb. IHON pa3 HadHeT rops4o-
rops40, HO, YBUAS, 4TO 9 MOJ14y, — 4Yalle BCEero Bansasachb
Ha KyLleTKe N HenoaBWXHO CMOTpPSA B MNOTOJIOK, —
na>ke, HakoHel, yameutcsd. CrnepBa OHa AyMana, 4To 4
npocTo rayn, «un outchitel», n npocto obpbiBana ceoun
o0bbsACHeHNda, BeposaTHO, AyMmasa npo cebs: «Beab OH
rayn; HeYyero ero M HaBoAUTb, KOJIb CaM He MOHUMaeT».
Ynget, 6bIBano, HO MUHYT 4Yepe3 [OecsaTb OnATb
BOPOTUTCS (3TO CNy4aNloCb BO BPEMS CaMbIX HENCTOBbIX
TpaT ee, TpaT COBEpPLIEHHO HaM He Mo cpencTeBaM:
HanpuMmep, OHa MepemMeHunsna nowagen un Kynuia B
LuecTHaauaTb ThiCAY (hpaHKOB Napy).

— Hy, Tak TbI, Bibi, He cepanwbca? — nogxoansa oHa
KO MHe.

— He-e-eT! Hapo-e-e-na! — rosopun 4, oTCTpaHAaAa ee
OT cebs pyKoto, HO 3TO ObI1O ANA Hee Tak NbonbITHO,
4YTO OHa TOoT4Yac )Xe cesa noghe:

— Buanwb, ecnn g pewnnacb CTONbKO 3anaaTuUTb, TO
3TO NOTOMY, 4TO UX MpoAdaBasan Mo csyydar. NIX MOXKHO
ONATb NpoAaTbh 3a ABafuUaTb TbiCAY PPAHKOB.

— Bepto, Bepio; nowagnm npekpacHble;, n y Teb4
Tenepb C/aBHbIN Bble3d; NPUroanTCcs; HY U AOBOJIbHO.

— TakK Tbl He cepanwbca?



— 3a 410 Xe? Tbl YMHO Aenaellb, 4TO 3anacaewbcs
HEeKoOTopbIMN HeobxoaumbiMn Ana Teba Bewamun. Bce
3TO noToM Tebe npuroamnTca. A BUXY, 4TO Tebe
ONENCTBUTESNIbHO HY>XHO MOCTaBUTb cebsa Ha TaKyl HOry;
MHa4Ye MUNJINOHA He HaXXMBellb. TyT Halwwy CTO ThiCAY
dpaHKOB TO/ILKO Havasno, Kanas B Mope.

Blanche, Bcero MmeHee o)xupgaBLwas OT MeHS TaKWUX
paccy>XaeHnn (BMeCcTo KPUKOB-TO Aa nornpekos!), TOYHO
c Heba ynana.

— TaK Tbl... TaK Tbl BOT Kakon! Mais tu as de |'esprit
pour comprendre! Sais-tu, mon garcon __, XOTb Thbl U
yuynTenb, — HO Tbl AoJ/iXXeH 6bln poanTbCA NPUHLIEM!
TaK Tbl He XKaJseellb, YTO Y HaC AeHbIrn CKOPOo NayT?

— Hy nx, nockopen Obl yx!

— Mais... sais-tu... mais dis donc, pa3se Tbl 6oraT?
Mais sais-tu, BeAb Tbl Y)X CJ/UWKOM nNpe3npaeLlb
neHbrun. Qu'est ce que tu feras apres, dis donc? __

— Apres noeny B F'oMOypr 1 ewe BbINFpato CTO ThIiCAY
(bpaHKOB.

— OQui, oui, c'est ca, c'est magnifique! __ W g 3Halo,
YTO Thbl HEMPEMEHHO BbIUFPaellb N MpuBe3ellb Cloaa.
Dis donc, oa Thl caenaellb, 4To 9 Teba n B caMoM agene
nontobno! Eh bien, 3a 1o, 4yTOo ThI Takon, 8 Tebsa byay
BCe 3TO BpeMs nwobutb M He caenato Tebe HU OOHOW
HEBEPHOCTU. Bnaunwb, B 3TO BpeMs 9 XO0Tb U He ntobuna
Tebs, parce que je croyais, que tu n'est qu'un outchitel
(quelque chose comme un laquais, n'est-ce pas?), HO
BCe-Takn bbina Tebe BepHa, parce que je suis bonne
fille __ .

— Hy, n Bpewb! A ¢ AnbbepTomM-TO, C 3TUM
obULEPUNLLKON 4YepHOMa3biM, pa3Be S He Buaan
npoLbiv pas?

— Oh, oh, mais tu es... __

— Hy, Bpelwb, Bpelb;, Aa Tbl YTO AyMaellb, 4TO 4
cepxycb? [a HannesaTb; il faut que jeunesse se
passe __ . He nporHaTb e Tebe ero, Koan oH 6bin



npexxae MeHs U Tbl ero nbuilb. TONbLKO Thbl €My AeHer
He gaBaw, CNbIWNLLBL?

— TaK Tbl 1 3a 3TO He cepanwibca? Mais tu es un vrai
philosophe, sais-tu? Un vrai philosophe! — Bckpu4ana
OHa B BocTopre. — Eh bien, je t'aimerai, je t'aimerai —
tu verras, tu sera content! ___

N pencteBnuTenbHO, C 3TUX MOP OHa KO MHE da)ke Kak
OyaTo u B cCaMOM aesie npuBsa3anacb, fa)Ke OPYXKECKMU,
MW TaK nMNpowsnM Hawnm nocnegHne p[pecaTb AOHen.
ObelwaHHbIX «3Be3a» S He BuAaJs; HO B HEKOTOPbIX
OTHOLIEHMAX OHa M B CaMOM pJene caeprkaja CJioBoO.
CBepx TOro, OHa nNo3HakoMmna MeHa c Hortense,
KoTopas bblNla C/IMWKOM AaXke 3aMevyaTesibHas B CBOEM
poAe >XEeHWWHa N B HalWeM KpYyXKe Ha3blBanacb
Therese-philosophe...

Brnpoyem, Hedyero o6 3TOM pacnpoCTpaHATbCA; BCe
3TO MOrno Obl cocTaBUTb 0CObbIM paccka3, ¢ 0cobbiM
KOJIOPUTOM, KOTOPbIN S He X04y BCTaBAATb B 3Ty
noBecTb. [1eNo B TOM, 4YTO S BCEMU CUNAMK »xenas, 4Tob
BCE 3TO MNOCKOpee KOHYMnocb. HO Hawwmx CTa TbIiCAY
dpaHKOB XBaTWUIO, KaK S Y>Ke CKa3aJl, NoYTN Ha Mecsl,
4yeMy S UCKPEHHO YyOWBNAJNICA: MO KpanHen Mepe, Ha
BOCEMbLAECAT ThICAY, U3 3TUX AeHer, Blanche Hakynuna
cebe Bellen, N Mbl NPOXUIN HUKAK He bonee ABagLLATU
TbiCAY (paHKOB, M — BCe-Taknm pocTtano. Blanche,
KOTopas noa KoHel Oblna y>Xe noYTU OTKPOBEHHA CO
MHOW (MO KpaMHeEN Mepe Koe B 4eM He Bpajla MHe),
MPu3Hanacb, 4YTO MO KPaMmHEN Mepe Ha MeHs He nagyT
OO, KOTOpble OHa NpuHyXAeHa Oblna caenaTtb. «4
Tebe He pgaBasia NOANUCLIBATb CYETOB U Bekcenew, —
roBopuiia OHa MHe, — MOTOMY 4YTO XaJsena Teb4; a
apyras 6bl HenpeMeHHO 3TO caenana n yxoamna 6bl
Tebda B TiopbMy. Buanws, Buanwb, Kak g 1ebsa nwobuna
n Kakaa a pobpada! OgHa 3Ta 4epToBa cBagbba 4ero
bynet MHe cTouTb!»



Y Hac pencteuTenbHo bblna cBagbba. Cnyymnacb OHa
yXXe B CaMOM KOHUE Hawero wMecdua, W Hano
NpeanosioXXnUTb, YTO Ha Hee yWJn camble nocnegHue
MOOOHKW MOMX CTa TbiCAY paHKOB;, TeM nOesio u
KOHYMJI0Cb, TO €CTb TEM Hall Mecsl U KOHYWUJICHA, U 4
nocne 3Toro oopMasibHO BbllLEN B OTCTABKY.

Cny4usioCb 3TO TaK: Hedenw CnycTtd nocjie Hawero
BoaBopeHns B [lapuxe npuexan reHepasn. OH npamo
npuexan K Blanche n ¢ nepBoro »xe Bu3nTa No4YTN y Hac
N ocTancsa. KeapTupka rge-to, npasga, y Hero Obina
ceBos. Blanche BcTpeTunna ero pagoCcTHO, C BU3ramMum v
XOXOTOM W paxe 6pocmnacb ero obHuMaTb; AOeno
obowNoch Tak, 4TO y>X OHa CaMa ero He oTnyckana, u
OH BClOAYy AOO0/MKeH Obln cnepoBaTb 3a HeEWw: UM Ha
OynbBape, U Ha KaTaHbsAX, 1 B TeaTpe, N N0 3HAKOMbIM,
Ha 3To ynoTpebneHne reHepan euwe roguncs; oH 6bi
NO0BOJIbHO CAHOBUT U NPUINYEH

— POCTY MOYTU BbICOKOro, C KpaweHbiMn bakeHamMun u
ycuwamMmy (OH npexkae Ciy>Xua B Kupacupax), C JNLOM
BUAHbLIM, XOTH HECKOJIbKO U 0bpto3rsbiM. MaHepbl ero
OblIN NpeBOCXoAHble, PhpakK OH HOCUJ O4YEHb JIOBKO. B
[Mapu>Xe OH Havyan HoCcUTb cBou opaeHa. C 30aKuUM
NponuTMUCL No BynbBapy 6bISIO HE TOJILKO BO3MOXXHO, HO,
€CZIN TaK MOXXHO BbIPa3nUTbCH, Aa)Ke PpeKOMeHOaTesbHO.
Hobpbin n 6ecTtonkoBbi reHepan 6bia BCEM 3TUM
Y>)KaCHO [0BOJIEH; OH COBCEM HE Ha 3TO pacCHUTbIBa,
Korga K Ham aBuncs no npuesge B lMapux. OH aBUCA
Torga, 4yTb He [OpoXa OT CTpaxa; OH AyMmalsn, 4To
Blanche 3akpuynT m BenuT ero nporHaTb; a MOTOMY,
npun TakoMm obopoTe aena, oH NpuLwen B BOCTOPr U BeCb
3TOT Mecsy npobbial B  KakKOM-TO ©OecCMbICNeHHOo-
BOCTOP>XEHHOM COCTOSIHUW; Oa TakKUM S ero u ocTaBuJl.
Y>Xe 3mecb A y3Han B nogpobHoCTM, 4TO nocne
TOorgawHero BHe3anHoro oTbe3fa Hawero K3
PyneteHbypra ¢ HUM CAy4YuUsoCb, B TO XXe YyTPO, YTO-TO
Bpoaoe npunagka. OH ynan 6e3 4yBCTB, @ NMOTOM BCHO



Heneno Obin MnoYTwr KakK cyMacLweaLmni n
3aroBapuBancsa. Ero neynnu, Ho BApPYyr OH BCe bBpocun,
cen B BaroH v npukatun B lNapu>x. PasymeeTcd, npmnem
Blanche oka3anca cambiM  AyqywuMm  ON9  Hero
JIEKApCTBOM; HO MNpu3Haknm 60se3Hn ocTaBasMCb OOJTO
CNyCTH, HECMOTPS Ha PafoOCTHOE N BOCTOP)XEHHOE ero
cocTosiHMe. Paccy>XaaTb NN Aa)kKe TOJIbKO BECTU KOu-
KakK HEMHOIro Cepbe3HbIN Pa3roBop OH Y>XX COBEpPLUEHHO
He MOr; B TaKOM CJlydae OH TOJIbKO npuroBapuBasna Ko
BCAKOMY CJZIOBY «IM!» U KWBaJ rosioBon — TEM W
oTaoeNnbliBasica. YacTo OH cCMesncsd, HO KaKUM-TO
HepBHbIM, 60NE3HEHHBIM CMEeXOM, TOYHO 3aKaTbIBaJICH;
Apyrom pa3 cumauT no uesibiM 4yacaM MacMypHbIA, Kak
HOYb, HaxXMypuB CBOU rycTble 6poBu. MHOroro OoH
COBCEM Oa)ke N He npunoMmHan, ctan oo besobpas3us
paccessH M B3sJ1 NPUBbLIYKY FOBOPUTbL CaM C cobon.
Tonbko opgHa Blanche Morna oXmBnsTb ero; ga W
npunagknm nacMypHoro, yrptoMoro CoCTossHUSA, Korga oH
3abmBancsa B yrosj, o3Hadasn TOJSIbKO TO, YTO OH AaBHO
He Buaen Blanche, mnn 4t10 Blanche KkKypa-HUbyab
yexana, a ero c cobom He B3saNla, WM, ye3Kasd, He
npunackana ero. pn 3ToM OH CaM He cKa3ah bbl, yero
eMy XO04YeTCs, U CaM He 3HaJ, 4TO OH MacMypeH Wu
rpycteH. lNpocunaes 4ac mam ABa (9 3amMedan 3TO pasa
nBa, korpga Blanche vye3xana Ha uenbin [O€Hb,
BEPOATHO, K AnbbepTy), OH BAPYr HAa4YMHAET 03MpaThCH,
CYeTUTbCS, OrnaabiBaeTcs, NPUNOMMHaET N Kak byaTto
XOYeT KOro-TO CbICKaTb; HO, HE BUAS HUKOIO N TaK N He
MPUMNOMHUB, O YEM XOTeJ1 CMPOCUTb, OH OMNSATb Bnagas B
3abbITbe 00 Tex nop, Noka BAPYr He aBnsnacb Blanche,
Beceslad, pe3Bas, pa3ogeTtas, C CBOUM 3BOHKUM
XOXO0TOM; OHa noaberana K HeMy, HayduMHana ero
TOPMOLUNTbL N Ja)ke uesnoBasna, Yem, BNpoyem, penko
ero »asnosana. Pa3 reHepan oo Toro en obpamosasncs,
YTO AaXkKe 3anjakasna, — 9 gaxke nognBusics.



Blanche, ¢ camoro ero nosiBneHuUs y Hac, Ha4ana
TOTYacC »Xe 3a Hero npeao MHOK aaBoKaTcTBoBaTb. OHa
MyckasiaCb fa>e B KpaCHopeyue; HanoMmmHasma, 4To OHa
M3MEeHWUNa reHepany M3-3a MeHs, 4TO OHa Oblala NoYTK
Y>XX ero HeBecTOl0, CJIOBO fJaJsia eMy; 4TO MU3-3a Hee OH
bpocnn ceMencTBO, U 4YTO, HAKOHEL, 1 CZIY>KWU Y HEero u
noskeH 6bl 3TO 4YyBCTBOBATb, W 4YTO — KaK MHe He
CTbIOHO... 1 BCe MOJ14aJl, @ OHa Y>XaCHO TapaTopuna.
HakoHeu s paccMesancd, n TeM Oesi0 U KOHYUII0Cb, TO
eCTb CnepBa OHa nogymasna, 4To s Aypak, a noa KoHey,
OCTaHOBWJIACb Ha MbIC/IK, 4YTO S OYEHb XOPOLIUNA U
CKMagHbIn 4yenosek. OQHMUM CNOBOM, S MMeJsT cHacTue
peLmnTenbHO 3aC/IY>KUTb nona KOHeLl MoJiHoe
bnaropacnonoxeHue 3TON OOCTOVNHOW neBunLbl.
(Blanche, Bnpoyem, ©6bila w©n B camMoOM pene
npenobpenwaa neBylwlka, — B CBOEM TOJIbKO poje,
pa3yMeeTCs; 9 ee He TaK UeHunn cHavana.) «Tbl YMHbIW 1
nobpbIn  4yenoBek, — TroBapuBasla OHa MHe noA
KOHEeL, — W... U... XaJlb TOJIbKO, YTO Tbl Takon Aypak!
Thbl HNYEr0, HUYEro He HaXXuBeLlb!»

«Un vrai russe, un calmouk!» __ — OHa HECKOJIbKO
pa3 rnocklylasla MeHs NPoryanmBaTh NO yanLLAM reHepana,
TOYb-B-TOYb C JlaKEeM CBOK JIeBPETKY. {, Brpoyewm,
BOOW ero n B TeaTp, n B Bal-Mabile, n B pectopaHbl. Ha
5To Blanche BblgaBana v AeHbrn, XOTH Yy reHepasna
Obl2IN 1 CBOU, N OH 04YeHb Ntobunn BblIHMMATb ByMa>KHUK
npu nogax. OgHaxkabl 9 NOYTU  AOJKEH  6bin
ynotpebutb cnny, 4Tobbl HE AaTb eMy KynuTb OPOLLKY
B CEMbCOT (PaHKOB, KOTOPOK OH nMNpenbCTUICA B
Maneposane n KOTopyt BO 4TO 6bl TO HM CTano xoTen
nogaputb Blanche. Hy, 4To e bbina 6pollka B ceMbCOT
dbpaHKOB? Y reHepasia n BCex-To AeHer Obln10 He bonee
ThiCAYN (PppaHKOB. { HMKOrga He MOr y3HaTb, OTKyJa
OHM Yy Hero asunucbk? T[lonarato, 4TO OT MUCTepa
AcTnes, Tem 6osiee 4TO TOT B OTesie 3a HUX 3anjaaTui.
YTo XXe KacaeTcda 00 TOoro, Kak reHepasn Bce 3TO BpeM4



CMOTpesT Ha MeHS, TO MHe Ka)eTCs, OH faXe M He
JoranbiBascss 0 Moux oTHoweHunax K Blanche. OH xoTb
1N CAblWana Kak-TO CMYTHO, YTO A BblUrpasa KanuTtas, Ho,
HaBepHoe, nonaras, 4To 9 Yy Blanche Bpoaoe kKakoro-
HMbyab [OOMalUHEro cekpeTaps WM paxke, MOXEeT
ObITb, cnyru. Mo KpanHen mMepe roBopwusi OH CO MHOW
MOCTOSAHHO CBbICOKA MO-MNpPeXXHeMy, Mo-HavdaslbHU4YeCKMu,
N Oa)ke NMyCckKasica MeHsa MHOW pa3 pacnekaTb. OaoHa>Kabl
OH Yy>XaCcHO HacMewunn MmeHsa n Blanche, y Hac, yTpomMm, 3a
yTpeHHUM Kode. YenoBek OH Obl1 He CoOBCeEM
obng4mebin; a TYT BApPYyr obngenca Ha MeH4, 3a 4TO? —
00 CUX nop He noHuMmakw. Ho, KOHeYHOo, OH M CcaM He
noHmman. OgHMM CNOBOM, OH 3aBes peyb Be3 Hayvana u
KOHUa, a batons-rompus __, Kpu4yas, 4YTO 4
MaJlbyYMLLIKA, YTO OH HAY4YUT... YHTO OH OACT MOHATb... U
TakK fganee, n Tak panee. HO HUKTO HUYero He Mor
noHATb. Blanche 3anmBanacb-xoxoTana; HakKoHel ero
KOe-KaK YCMoKou/M u yBenn rynsatb. MHoro pa3s 4
3aMeyas, BMNpo4YeM, 4YTO €My CTaHOBWJIOCb T[PYCTHO,
KOro-TO M 4ero-to 6bI10 XXaJjib, KOro-To HepocTaBaso
eMy, HeCMoTpsa Oake Ha npucytcTeme Blanche. B atu
MUHYTbI OH CaM nNyckKaJsica pas3a pAgBa CO MHOK
3aroBapmBaTb, HO HUKOrga TOJIKOM He  MOr
06BACHUTBLCA, BCMOMUHAA NPO CAyxby, Npo NoKonHunuy
XXEHY, NPO X03ANCTBO, NPO UMeHne. HanageT Ha Kakoe-
HUbyab cnoBo 1 obpafyeTca eMy, U MOBTOPSAET €ro CTo
pa3 Ha [OHI, XOTA OHO BOBCE He Bblpa)kaeT HU ero
YyBCTB, HM ero mbicnen. 9 npobosan 3aroBapuBaTb C
HUM O ero p[eTdx; HO OH OTAesbiBaJiCA MpPexXHelo
CKOPOroBOPKOK U rMepexoans nockopee Ha Apyrou
npeomeT: «[Ia-pa! peTtun-gpeTtn, Bbl NpaBbl, getu!»
OoHaXabl TOJIbKO OH pPacYyBCTBOBAJZICH — Mbl WAN C
HUM B TeaTp: «IDTO HecYacTHble geTn! — 3arosopwun OH
BOPYr, — Oa, Cydapb, Oa, 3TO Hec-C-CHacCTHble geTtu!» U
MOTOM HECKOJIbKO pa3 B 3TOT BeYyep MNOBTOPSAJ CJIOBaA:
Hec4yacTHble peTtun! Korga A pa3 3arosopun o lonuHe,



OH npuwen paxe B SApoCTb. «3TO HebnarogapHasd
XEHLWNHA, — BOCKJIMKHYJT OH, — OHa 31a W
HebnarogapHa! OHa ocpamuna cembto! Ecnm 6 3pech
Obln 3aKoHbI, 9 6bl ee B BapaHun por corHyn! a-c, aa-
c!» YTo e KacaeTca oo Le-I'pne, TO OH fa>ke N NUMeHM
ero cnblwaTb He Mor. «OH norybmnn mMeHsa, — rosopun
OH, — OH ob6okpan MeHs, oH MeHsa 3ape3an! 31o 6bin
MO KoLwIMap B npoposiykeHne uenbix asyx net! OH no
LenbiM Mecsauam cpagy MHe BO CHe cHucda! 9To — 370,
3T0... O, He roBOpPUTE MHE 0O HEM HUKOraa!»

A BUAen, 4TO y HMUX 4YTO-TO NOET Ha Nnafd, HO MoJsyYan,
no obblkHOBeHUIO. Blanche obbsBuia MHe nepBad: 3TO
OblI0 POBHO 3a Hepent OO0 TOro, Kak Mbl pacCTasUCh.
«— Il a du chance __ , — TapaTtopwuna OHa MHe, —
babouchka Tenepb pencreuTensHo yx 60sbHa U
HenpeMeHHO yMpeT. Mwuctep AcTtnem npucnan
TenerpamMmmy; Cornacucb, 4TO BCe-TakKM OH HacseaHUK
ee. A ecnin 6 gake U HET, TO OH HNYEMY He MoMeLlaeT.
Bo-nepBbIX, Y HEF0 €CTb CBOW MEHCUOH, @ BO-BTOPbIX, OH
bynet XxunTb B 60OKOBOM KOMHaTe N byaeT CcoBepLUEeHHO
cyacTame. A4 byay «madame la generale». 4 Bonay B
xopowunn kKpyr (Blanche meyTtana 06 3ToM NOCTOSHHO),
Bnocneanctesum 6byay pycckonm nomeLwiuuen, j'aurai un
chateau, des moujiks, et puis j'aurai toujours mon
million» __

— Hy, a ecnn OH HayHeT peBHOBaATb, bOypeT
TpeboBaThb... 60Or 3HaeT Yero, — NOHMMaeLb?

— O HeT, non, non, non! Kak oH cMmeeT! d B34na
Mepbl, He Bbecnokouncs. f y>X 3acTaBuiia ero noanncaTb
HEeCKOJIbKO BeKkcenen Ha uMmsa AnbbepTa. HYyTb 4TO — U
OH TOT4Yac e byaeT Haka3aH; Aa 1 He nocmeeT!

— Hy, BbIxogu...

Ceagbby cpenann 6e3 ocobeHHOro TOpXXecCcTBa,
cemMenHo n Tuxo. lMpurnaweHbl 6bIM AnbbepT M ewe
Koe-kTo un3 6nmskumx. Hortense, Cleopatre n npo4une
OblNn pewnTesibHO OTCTPaHeHbl. XKeHNX 4Ype3BblHanHO



MHTepecoBasiCad CBOUM noJsioxkeHneM. Blanche cama
noedA3asla eMy raJsiCTyk, cama ero Hanomagwsna, M B
cBoeM ¢pake U B b6enom xunete oH cmoTpen tres
comme il faut __ .

— Il est pourtant tres comme il faut __ , — obbaBuna
MHe caMa Blanche, BbIxoga M3 KOMHaTbl reHepasa, Kak
byaoTto mnoea o ToMm, 4TO reHepan tres comme il faut,
faXxe ee caMoe nopasuna. 4 Tak MaJsio BHWUKaA B
noapobHOCTN, y4yacTBysSs BO BCEM B KayecTBe TaKoro
JIEHWBOr 0O 3pUTENs, YTO MHOroe u 3abblfl, Kak 3To ObILO.
[MoMHIO TONbKO, 4TO Blanche okasanacb BoBCe He de
Cominges, pOBHO KakK W MaTb €e — BOBCE He veuve
Cominges, a — du-Placet. lNMoyemy oHu 6biIn 06e de
Cominges o0 cux nop — He 3Hat. Ho reHepan v 3TuMm
oCTaJica o4eHb AoBoJsieH, n du-Placet emy gaxke bonbLue
noHpaBunocb, 4em de Cominges. B yTpo cBaabbbl OH,
y>Xe COBCEM OAEeThIN, BCe X0AMNA B3a 1 Bnepen no 3ane
n BCce noBTopAn npo cebs, C HeobblIKHOBEHHO
cepbe3HbiIM N Ba)KHbIM BMAaoM: «Mademoiselle Blanche
du-Placet! Blanche du-Placet! Du-Placet! [OeBuua
bnaHka [Oto-lnaceT!..» N HeKOTOpoe CaMOoa0BOJIbCTBUE
CUAN0 Ha ero nuue. B uepksn, y Md3pa M gomMa 3a
3aKYCKOW OH Obls1 HE TOJIbKO PafdoCTeH U AO0BOJIEH, HO
naxe ropa. C HMMM Cc oBOMMM YTO-TO CAYYHUNOCH.
Blanche cTana cMOTpeTb TOXE C KakKMM TO 0CODEHHbIM
OOCTOUHCTBOM.

— MHe Tenepb HY>XHO COBEPLUEHHO MHa4ve Oep>kaTb
cebs, — cCKa3ana OHa MHe 4Ype3Bbl4aMHO Cepbe3Ho, —
mais vois-tu, 9 He MOory 3ay4nuTb MOK TerepeLuHow
dhaMmmnnmio: 3aropbAHCKUN, 3arosmaHckun, madame la
generale de Sago-Sago, ces diables des noms russes,
enfin madame la generale a quatorze consonnes!
comme c'est agreable, n'est ce pas? __ HakoHeU Mbl
pacctanncb, u Blanche, aTa rnynas Blanche, paxe
rnpocrsiesnsiacb, nNpowasdacb CoO MHoW. «Tu etais bon
enfant, — roBopwusia oHa XHbI4a.



— Je te croyais bete es tu avais l'air __, HO 3TO K
Tebe ngeTt». U, y>X NoXKaB MHE pyKy OKOHYaTesIbHO, OHa
BOPYr BOCKJMKHYMa: «Attends!», 6pocunacb B CBOU
byaoyap ” 4pe3 MUHYTY BblHeCcsa MHe  [Ba
TbhiCA4YePaHKOBLIX buneTa. 3TOMY S HU 3a 4TO bObl He
nogepun! «31o Tebe nNpuUroanTCs, Tbl, MOXXET ObITb,
o4eHb Yy4eHbin outchitel, HO Tbl y)XacHo raynbin
yesoBek. bonble AByX ThicA4Y 9 Tebe HM 3a 4TO He AaMm,
MOTOMY 4YTO Tbl — BCE pPaBHO npourpaews. Hy, npowan!
Nous serons toujours bons amis, a ecanm ongaTb
Bblrpaellb, HenpeMeHHO rnpuesxanm KO MHe, et tu
serais heureux!» __ Y MeHSa y caMOro octaBasiochb eulie
dpaHKOB NATbLCOT; KPOMEe TOro, ecTb BeJIMKOJIENHbIE
4acbl B TbICAYY ()PaHKOB, BpMAAMAHTOBbLIE 3aMNOHKU U
npoyee, TakK Y4YTO MOXXHO elle MPOTAHYTb [O0BOJIbHO
0O/Iroe BpeMs, HU 0 4eM He 3aboTack. [ Hapo4HO 3acen
B 3TOM ropoauilike, 4tob cobpaTbCs, a rnaBHoe, XAy
Muctepa AcTtned. 9 y3Han HaBepHoe, 4TO OH byaeTr
3[1eCb Npoe3)aTb M OCTAHOBUTCA Ha CYTKW, No aeny.
Y3Hato 060 BCEM... a NOTOM — NOTOM npsamMo B Nombypr.
B PyneteHbypr He noeny, pa3Be Ha 6yaywiun rog.
HencTBnTenbHO, roBOpsAaT, AypHas npumeTa npobosaTb
CcYacTbs OBa pa3a Cpsady 3a O4HUM U TEM XKe CTOJIOM, a
B fombypre camasa HacTosALWasa-ToO Urpa n ecTb.



Mnasa XVII

BoT yXe roo v BOCeEMb MecdUEeB, KakK A He
3arnanbiBasl B 3TU 3anNnUCKU, N Tenepb TOJIbKO, OT TOCKWU
N rops, B3gyman passsiedb cebs n cny4anmHo nepedern
nx. Tak Ha TOM M oCTaBwua Torga, 4To noeny B Nlombypr.
boxe! C KakuM, CpaBHUTENIbHO T[OBOPA, JIErKnUM
cepauem g Hanwucan Torga 3T nocnenHme ctpodku! To
eCTb He TOo, 4ToDb C nerkum cepaueMm, a C Kakolo
CaMOYBEPEHHOCTbIO, C KakKuUMW  HEnokosiedbumbiMun
Hagexaamu! ComHeBasiCa N 9 XOTb CKOJIbKO-HUBOY b B
cebe? N BoT nonTopa roga C JMWKOM NpoLwan, u s, no-
MOEeMYy, ropasfo Xxyxe, 4em Huwmn! da 410 HUwunn!
HannesaTb Ha HuweHcTBo! A npocTto crybun cebs!
Bnpo4yeM, He C 4eM MOoYTU MU CpaBHMBATL, Oa U He4ero
cebe mopanb YnTaTh! HNu4yero He MoXxeT 6bITb Henenee
Mopann B Takoe Bpemsa! O camMogoBOJIbHbIE MOAWN: C
KakKMM ropablM CaMog0BOJ/IbCTBOM FOTOBbl 3TW GONTYHBbI
YnTaTb CBOU ceHTeHuun! Ecam 6 oHM 3HaANWM, 00 KaKOMn
cTeneHn € caM TMNOHMMAK BCKO OMepP3UTesIbHOCTb
TenepewHero Moero CoCTOAHMSA, TO, KOHEYHO, YXX He
MOBEPHYNCA Obl Y HUX A3bIK YY4UTb MeHs. Hy 4TO, 4TO
MOryT OHW MHe CKa3aTb HOBOro, 4yero f He 3Hat? U
pa3Be B 3TOM peno? TyT Oesio B TOM, 4YTO — OA4WUH
obopoT Koseca M BCE U3MEHSETCH, U 3TN XKe CaMble
MOpaJINCTbl MepBble (4 B 3TOM YyBepeH) npuayT cC
OPYXKECKMMUN WyTKaMn no3apasndatb MeHda. N He byayT
OT MeHs BCe TaK OTBOpayMBaTbCHd, Kak Tenepb. [la
HannaeBaTb Ha HUX Ha Bcex! YTo a9 Tenepb? Zero. Yem
Mory ObITb 3aBTpa? f 3aBTpa MOry uW3 MepTBbIX
BOCKPECHYTb M BHOBb Ha4daTb XWUTb! YenoBeka Mmory
obpecTn B cebe, Noka eule oH He nponasn!

A pencreuTenbHo Torga noexan B Fombypr, HO... 4
Obln1 NnoToM 1 onaTb B PyneTteHbypre, 6611 n B Cna, 6bin



naxxe n B bageHe, Kygoa A e3AMNn KaMepaMHEPOM
coBeTHMKa [unHUe, wMep3aBuUa W ObIBWEro Moero
3pewHero bapuHa. a, g 6bi1 1 B nakesx, UuenbiX NaTb
MecsaueB! 3TO C/y4YunocCcb cenyac nocse TpbMbl. (4
BeAb cuaen un B TOpbMe B PyneTeHbypre 3a oauH
30EeLHNN noJr. Hen3sBecTHbIN 4yesloBeK MeH4
BbIKYMWJI, — KTO Takon? Muctep Actnen? lNonuHa? He
3Hato, HO Aonr 6bina 3ansadYeH, BCero ABeCTM Tanepos, U
S Bblllesa Ha BOJO.) Kyoa MHe Obis1o aeBaTbCa? A wu
nocTtynmn K 3TomMy [mnHUe. OH 4esioBeK MOoJ040n 1
BETPEHbIN, NIOOUT MONMEHUTBLCHA, @ 9 YMEK FOBOPUTb U
MUcaTb Ha TpexX fA3blkaX. A cHa4dasa MoCTynuia K Hemy
4yeM-TO BpPOAE CekpeTaps, 3a TpuauaTb ryabAeHOB B
MecCsl; HO KOHYWA Y Hero HacTOoAWMM JlaKeNCTBOM:
nep)XxaTb CeKpeTaps emMy CTasio He No CpeacTBam, U OH
MHe cbaBW »XKaJsloBaHbe; MHE Xe Hekyaa bbln1o natu, A
ocTanca — nm Takum obpasom cam coboto obpaTunca B
nakes. 9 Hepoepnan n Hegonmean Ha ero cnyxbe, HO
3aTO HAKOMWA B MATb MecsAueB CeMbAECAT ry/ibJeHOB.
OaoHaxabl BeyepoM, B bageHe, A obbsaABUA eMy, 4TO
Xeflald C HUM  paccTaTbCsA; B TOT XXe Beyep 4
oTnpaBusica Ha pyneTtky. O, Kak CTy4asio Mmoe cepaue!
HeT, He geHbrm MHe 6biin goporn! Torga MHe TOJIbKO
xoTenocb, 4Ttob6 3aBTpa e BCe 3Tu luMHuUe, BCe 3Tu
obep-kKenbHepbl, BCe 3TU BenunkonenHole bageHckue
nambl, 4T0bbI BCE OHM roBopuanm 060 MHe,
paccka3biBah MO UCTOPUID, YAOUBASAINCbL MHe,
XBaJINZIN MEHS W MPEKJIOHANNCbL npea MOUM HOBbIM
BbiUrpbilLeM. Bce 3To meTckme meyTbl M 3ab0Thbl, HO...
KTO 3HaeT: MoXeT ObiTb, a9 noBcTpedancsa 6bl u C
MonnHon, A Bbl en pacckasan, n oHa Obl yBuagena, 4To 4
Bbille BCEX 3TUX HenenblX TONYKOB CcyabObl... O, He
neHbrn mMHe poporun! 9 yeBepeH, 4To pa3bpocan 6bl nx
onATb Kakon-HMbyab Blanche n onate e3gmn 6bl B
Mapunxe Tpn Heaoenn Ha nape cobCTBEHHbIX fiolaaen B
LecTHaauaTb ThicAY opaHKOB. { BeAb HaBepHOe 3Halo,



4YTO A He CKYyM; A fga)ke AyMalo, 4TO 4 pacTtoynTeneH, —
a MeXxay TeM, O4HAKO X, C KakKuM TperneToM, C KakuMm
3aMMpaHneM cepaua S BbICAYLWIMBAKD KPUK Kpynepa:
trente et un, rouge, impaire et passe wnu: quatre, nair,
pair et manque! C Kakol aN4YHOCTbIO CMOTPKO A Ha
WFOPHbIK CTOJI, NO KOTOPOMY pa3bpocaHbl Nymnaopsl,
dbpnapuxcoopbl N Tanepbl, Ha CToNbNKKM 3010Ta, KOraa
OHW OT JIOMATKWN Kpyrnepa paccbinatoTca B ropdwme, Kak
»Xap, Ky4n, Wan Ha OJIMHHbIE B apLlnH cTonbbl cepebpa,
nexkawme BOKpPYr Kosneca. Euwe noaoxons K WUropHou
3ajle, 3a [ABe KOMHaTbl, TOJIbKO 4YTO A 3acC/bllly
N3eHbKaHbe nepecbinavWwmxca peHer, — CO MHOIO
MnoYTKy OeslalTCa Cynoporu.

O, TOT Beyep, Korga 4 TnMoOHeC MOM CeMbOecaT
ry/ibAEeHOB Ha UrOpPHbIN CTOJ, ToXe bbla 3aMevyaTeneH.
{1 Ha4Yan C OecaTun ryabaeHoB M onaTb C passe. K passe
A uMelo npeppaccynok. A4 npowurpan... OctaBanocb Yy
MEHS WeCcTbAecAaT rynbeHoB cepebpsaHOO MOHETOLO; 4
nogyman — W npepnoyen zero. 9 ctan pa3oMm CTaBUTb
Ha Hero rno NATU ryJbOEeHOB; C TPeTbEN CTaBKM BAPYr
BbIXOOAUT zero, 4 4YyTb He yMep OT pagoCcTu, NONyyus
CTO CeMbAeCAT MATb ryNbAeHOB; Korga 4 Bblrpasna cTo
TbICAY TYNbAOEHOB, 9 He Obl1 Tak pad. ToT4yac e 4
MocCTaBuN CTO ryJib4eHOB Ha rouge — fala; BCe ABeCTU
Ha rouge — [aJsia; BCe 4YeTblpecTa Ha noir — gana; Bce
BOCEMbCOT Ha Manque — pfaJia; cYuTasd C MNPexxHUM,
OblNI0 ThiCA4Ya CEMbLCOT ry/IbAEHOB, 1 3TO — MEHee 4YeM B
naTe MnHyT! [la, B 30aKne-To MrHoBeHUs 3abbiBaellb n
BCe npexHue Heyanadn! Beaob 9 nobbin 310 Bosnlee yem
XXU3HUIO PUCKYS, OCMENTINICA PUCKHYTb U — BOT 4 ONATb
B Yncne 4yesnoBeKoB!

7 3aHAn HOMep, 3anepcd U 4YacCcoB OO Tpex cuaen wu
cyuTan cBOWM AOeHbrn. HayTpo s NPOCHYJICA YyXe He
nakeeM. 4 pewmnn B TOT XXe AeHb BblexaTb B [oMbypr:
TaM 4 He CAYy>XWUNn B NlakesaxX U B TIOpbMe He cuaen. 3a
rnosiYaca OO0 noe3fda A OTnpaBuACA MOCTaBUTbL [ABe



CTaBKW, He 6onee, ”n npourpan MoaATOPbl TbICAYMU
dbnopuHoB. OaHaAKO »Xe Bce-Taku nepeexan B Nombypr,
N BOT Yy>Ke MecsL, KaK 4 34ecCb...

A, KOHEYHO, XNBY B MNOCTOSAHHON TpeBOre, Urpat no
CaMOW MasieHbKOW M 4Yero-To XAy, pacCyuTbiBalo, CTOIO
Mo uenbiM OHAM Yy UFOPHOro ctona u Habnwgaw urpy,
haxe BO CHe BWXY Wrpy, HO Mpun BCEM 3TOM MHe
KaXXeTCs, 4TO 4 Kak byaATo ogepeBeHes1, TOYHO 3arpss B
KaKoOn-TO TUHe. 3akKJllo4yako 3TO Mo BreYyaTJ/IeHUo npu
BCTpe4ye Cc muctepom ActsieeM. Mbl He BUOancCb C TOro
CaMOro BpeMeHu N BCTPEeTUINCb HeYasdaHHO; BOT Kak 3TO
6bino. A wen B cagy WM paccHUTbIBaN, 4YTO Tenepb S
noyTn 6e3 pgeHer, HO 4YTO Yy MeEHS eCTb NATbOEeCAT
rynbgeHoB, KpomMe TOro, B oOTefne, roe g 3aHuUMalo
KaMOpPKYy, 4 TpeTbero AgHA coBCceM pacnnatunaca. VTak,
MHEe OCTaeTCs BO3MOXXHOCTb OAWMH TOJIbKO pa3 MNouTwn
Tenepb Ha PyJeTKY, — eC/n BbIUrpato XO0Tb YTO-HNOYOb,
MOXXHO 6yaeT npoaosiKaTb Urpy; ecnum npourpar —
Hago OnNATb MAOTWU B JlIakeu, B CJlydae ecsiu He Hawugy
cemvac pPYCCKMX, KOTOpbIM Obl mMoHanobuncs y4duTtens.
3aHATbIN 3TOK MbIC/IbIO, A MoLles, MOeK eXxefHEBHOI
MPOryJKol 4Ype3 nmnapKk W 4Ype3 nec, B cocegHee
KHs>KeCcTBO. MHorga s BbiXxakmeas TakuMm obpa3oM Yaca
Mo 4YeTbipe M BO3Bpawasnca B [ombypr ycTanbin u
ronoaHbin. TONILKO YTO BbIWES 9 U3 Caja B Napk, Kak
BOPYr Ha CckKaMeunke yBugen wmuctepa Actnesa. OH
MepBbin MEHS 3aMeTuJl U OKJIMKHYJT MeHd. A cen noane
Hero. 3aMeTuB e B HEeM HEKOTOPYK Ba>HOCTb, £
TOTYacC XKe yMepwus1 MOK PafoCTb; a To A 6bI10 y>KacHO
obpapoBancsa emy.

— Wtak, Bbl 3mecb! A Tak wu Agyman, 4TO Bac
MoBCTpeYal, — CKasasl oH MHe. — He becnokomTecb
pacCcKa3blBaTb: 4 3Hal0, 4 BCe 3Hal0; BCA Balla XXU3Hb B
3TV ro4 N BoCeMb MecsLeB MHe n3BeCTHa.

— ba! BOT Kak Bbl cneguTte 3a CTapbiMu gpy3bamMu!l —
oTBeTUNn HA. — IDTO [feslaeT BaM 4eCTb, 4YTO He



3abbiBaeTe... [locToMTe, OAHAKO XX, Bbl JaeTe MHe
MbIC/Ib — He Bbl JIW BbIKYNMMAN  MeHA U3
pyneTeHOyprckom TOPbMbI, rae 8 cuagen 3a OoAr B
OBeCTU rynbaeHoB? MeHs BbIKYMW HEN3BECTHbIN.

— HeT, 0 HeT; A He BblKynaJ Bac U3 pyneteHbyprckom
TIOPbMbI, FOe Bbl cUOenn 3a OONr B ABeCTU ryJib4eHOB,
HO S 3HaJ1, YTO Bbl CUOENN B TIOPpbMe 3a O0Nr B ABECTU
ry/ba4eHOB.

— 3HA4unT, BCe-Takn 3HaeTe, KTO MeH$s BblKyrnua?

— O HeT, He MOry ckasaTb, 4TO 3Hal, KTO BacC
BbIKYMWJI.

— CTpaHHO; HalNMM PYCCKUM S HUKOMY He U3BECTEH,
Oa pycckue 30ecCb, NMoXKasayn, U He BbIKYMAT; 3TO Y HacC
TawMm, B Poccun, MpaBoC/iaBHbIe BblKynatoT
MpaBOC/iaBHbIX. A 1 TakKk U AyMaJ, 4TO KakKoMn-HMbyab
YyyOaK-aHrindaHMH, U3 CTPAHHOCTMW.

Muctep AcTnenm cnywasn MeHs C HEeKOTopbIM
yaonsneHmneM. OH, KaXxeTcs, AyMasa HanTu MeHS YHbIJ1bIM
N youTbIM.

— OpHako X A 04eHb padylcb, Buaa Bac
COBepLWeHHO  COXpaHuMBLIMM  BCHO  HE3aBUCUMOCTb
Ballero Ayxa W [JaXe BecesioCTb, — Mpou3HeC OH C
00BOJIbHO HEMPUATHLIM BULAOM.

— To ecTb BHyTpu cebs Bbl CKpbINUTe OT O0Canbl,
3a4eM 9 He YOUT 1 He YHUXKEH, — CKa3asl s CMesACh.

OH He CKOpPO NOHAM, HO, NOHAB, YJbIOHYNCS.

— MHe HpaBAaTCA Ballny 3aMe4yaHud. A y3Hato B 3TUX
choBax Moero npe>xHero, YMHOIO, cTaporo,
BOCTOP>XEHHOIro n BMecTe C TeM LWMHMYeCKOoro gpyra;
OOHW pycCKue MoryT B cebe coBmewaTb, B OOHO N TO
xe Bpems, CTOJIbKO MNPOTUBOMOJZIOXKHOCTEN.
HencTtBntenbHO, 4enosek aObUT BUOETb JNydlWero
CBOEro Apyra B YHMXeHuUu npen coboto; Ha YHUXKEHNN
OCHOBbIBaeTca 6onblle 4YacTblo Apyxba;, ©n 3710
CTapasd, n3BeCTHaa BCEM YMHbIM NOAAM UCTUHa. HoO B
HacTodLWeM cly4dae, yBepsl Bac, 4 UCKPEHHO pan, 4To



Bbl He yHblBaeTe. CKaxuTe, Bbl H& HaMepeHbl BpocUTb
nrpy?

— O, 4epT c Hen! ToTHac xe 6polly, ToNbLKO bbl...

— Tonbko 6bl Tenepb OTbIrpaThCca? Tak 9 U AyMan; He
noorosapmBanMTe — 3Halo,

— Bbl 3TO CKa3aJ/in HeYassHHO, CJ/IeACTBEHHO, CKa3asu
npasany. CkaXxute, KpoMe Wrpbl, Bbl HUWYEM He
3aHMMaeTecChb?

— [1a, Hn4yem...

OH CcTan MeHdA 3K3aMeHOoBaTb. A HMU4Yero He 3Hars, o
MOYTM He 3arnsanbiBan B ra3eTbl U MOJIOXKUTENIbHO BO
BCe 3TO BpeMs He pa3BepTbiBasl HN OOHON KHUTW.

— Bbl ogepeBeHenn, — 3aMeTus OH, — Bbl HE TOJIbKO
OTKa3aJInCb OT >KWU3HWU, OT WHTEpPecoB CBOUX MU
obLecTBEHHbIX, OT AOJIFra rpaxgaaHuHa u 4YyenoBeka, OT
aopysen ceBoumx (a OHM BCe-Takm y Bac Oblan), Bbl He
TO/IbKO OTKa3aJIMCb OT Kakow 6bl TO HU 6bIJIO uenwu,
KpoMe  BbiUrpbllla, Bbl Oae  0TKa3alncb  OT
BOCMOMWHAHUMA CBOUX. { MOMHIO BaC B rOopsaAYylo W”
CUJIbHYIO MUHYTY Ballen XWU3HW; HO S YBEPEH, YTO Bbl
3abbln BCe nyywme TorgawHue BhevyaTsIeHUsA Ballw;
Bally MeYTbl, Bally TenepewHune, camble HacCyLlHble
XenaHnsa He uayT ganblle pair n impair, rouge, naoir,
OBeHafuaTb CpeoHUX W TakK fgasnee, N Tak panee, 4
yBepeH!

— JoBosibHO, Muctep AcTnen, no>XXanywmcTa,
noXanyncrta, He HanoMMHaMTe, — BCKpMYan 8 C
nocanon, 4yTb He co 31060, — 3HaNTe, YTO S POBHO
HU4ero He 3abbll; HO S TOJIbKO Ha BPeMs BbIFrHa BCe
3TO W3 roJqIoBbl, Oa)Xe BOCMNOMWHaHWUA, — 00 Tex nop,
nokamecT He nonpasJio paguKaabHO MOoun
obcToAaTenbCcTBa; TOrAa... TOrga Bbl yBMAUTE, 4
BOCKpPEeCHY U3 MepTBbIX!

— Bbl bygeTe 340ech eule 4pes OecdaATb SieT, — CKa3as
OH. — [Mpegnarato BaM napuv, 4To 9 HaANMoOMHIO BaM 3TO,
ecnn dbyay XunB, BOT Ha 3TOWN XKe CKaMenke.



— Hy noBONbHO, — npepBasa 9 C HeTeprneHnem, — u,
4yTO0O BaM [0OKa3aTb, YTO A He TaK-TOo 3abbiBYMB Ha
rnpowsioe, nMNO3BOJZIbTe VY3HaTb: rAe Tenepb MUCC
[MonnHa? Ecnm He Bbl MeHA BbIKYMUAW, TO Y>X, HaBepPHO,
oHa. C caMoro Toro BpPEMEHU 94 HE UMesT 0 HEN HUKAKOro
N3BeCcTu4.

— HeT, o HeT! 1 He gymato, 4Tobbl OHa Bac BbIKynuna.
OHa Tenepb B UWlBenuapun, M Bbl MHe chaefaeTe
bonbloe YyOOBONLCTBME, €CNN nepecTaHeTe MeHs
cnpawmeBaTb 0 MUCC loNMHe, — CKa3aJl OH peLlunTesibHO
N na>ke cepaunTo.

— 3DTO 3HAYYUT, YTO M BaC OHa YX 04YeHb nopaHuna! —
3acMesNICa 9 HEBOJILHO.

— Mwucc TlonvHa — nyduwee cCywecTtBo W3 BcCexX
Hanbonee [OOCTOWMHbLIX YBa)X€HUA  CYLWeCcTB, HO,
MOBTOPAID BaM, Bbl chOejlaeTe MHe  BeJInkoe
YOOBOJIbCTBUE, eC/IN nepecTaHeTe MeHsa cnpalmBaTb O
Mucc lNonmHe. Bbl ee HUKOrga He 3Hanlu, U ee UMA B
yCTax BallMX 9 CYMTal ockopbsieHnem HpaBCTBEHHOIO
Moero 4yBCTBa.

— BoT Kak! Bnpo4yem, Bbl HeMpasbl; Aa 0 YEeM Ke MHe
M roBOpPUTb C BaMW, KpoMe 3TOro, paccyaourte? Begb B
3TOM W COCTOAT BCe Hawwy BOoCnoMMHaHUA. He
becnokonmTecb, BMPOYEM, MHE HE HYXHO HUKAKUX
BHYTPEHHUNX, CEKPETHbIX BalWux nen... 4 nHTepecyrcb
TOJIbKO, TaK CKa3aTb, BHELWHUM MNOJIOXKEHNEM MUCC
[MoNHLI, OOHOK TOJIbKO TenepewHew Hapy>XXHo
06CTaHOBKOI ee. 3TO MOXKHO CoOoODWNTL B ABYX CJ/IOBaX.

— W3BONbTE, C TEM 4YTOD 3TUMM ABYMS CnoBaMun ObINO
BCe NMOoKoH4YeHo. Mucc lMonnHa 6binia nonro 6osbHa; OHa
n Tenepb 60sIbHA; HEKOTOPOE BPEMSA OHa »XKWUJla C MOUMMU
MaTepbld U cecTpo B ceBepHonm AHrauu. llonropa
Ha3an ee 6babka — NOMHUTE, Ta caMasa cyMaclleallas
XXEHLWWHa — TromMepsa N ocCTaBuaa JINHHO en CeMb
TbiCAY ((QYHTOB cCoOCTOdAHUA. Tenepb ™Mucc [lonnHa
nytewecTByeT BMeCcTe C CeMelnCTBOM MOEN CecTpbl,



BbilLleAwwen 3aMyX. ManeHbkun bpaTt n cectpa ee Toxe
obecneyeHbl 3aBewaHnem 6abkm n yy4atca B JIOHOOHe.
[[eHepan, ee oT4YMUM, Mecdl, Ha3an ymep B [llapuxe oT
yoapa. Mademoiselle Blanche obxoamnacb ¢ HUM
XOpOoLWo, HO BCE, YTO OH nony4Ymn ot Babku, ycnena
nepeBecTun Ha cebs... BOT, KaXeTcCs, 1N BCe.

— A [Je-'pne? He nyTewecTtByeT /M N OH TOXe B
LLIBenuapun?

— HeTt, Ne-pne He nyTewecTByeT B LLBenuapuun; n 4
He 3Hal, raoe [Le-Tpue; KpomMe TOro, pa3s Hascerga
npegynpexagato Bac uiberaTb NoAo0bHbLIX HAMEKOB U
HebnaropodHbIX COMNOCTaBNeHUN, WHade Bbl bypeTe
HenpeMeHHO MMeTb AeJ10 CO MHOIO.

— Kak! HecMOoTpa Ha Hawun npexxHume apyxxeckue
OTHOLUIEeHna?

— [JHa, HecMOoTpd Ha Hawu npexHue apyxxeckume
OTHOLLUEHWUS.

— Tbeica4y pa3 npowy n3BNHeHUA, muctep Actnen. Ho
MO3BOJIbTE, OAHAKO X: TYT HET Hu4ero obmagHoro wu
Hebnaropo4Horo; 9 Bedb HM B Y€M HEe BUHIO MUCC
MonuHy. Kpome Toro, dppaHuUy3 U pycckaa bapbllLHS,
roBopsa BoobOuie, — 3TO Takoe ConocTaBJ/ieHne, MUCTep
AcCTnen, KOTOpOe He HaM C BaMW paspewnTb wau
MOHATb OKOHYaTeJIbHO.

— Ecnm Bbl He bypmeTe ynoMuHaTb uMma [Le-lpue
BMecTe C ApyruM uMeHeM, TOo S nonpocumn Obl Bac
06BbACHUTL MHe, 4TO Bbl Mogpa3ymMeBaeTe noAa
BblpakeHneM: «dpaHuy3 u pycckasa bapblWwHA»? YTO
3TO 3a «conocTtaBfiieHMme»? T[loyeMy TYT WMEHHO
dpaHUy3 1 HeNpeMeHHO pycckas bapbilLHA?

— BuguTte, Bbl U 3anHTepecoBannCb. HO 3TO ANIMHHAA
MaTepuda, muctep AcTtnen. TyT MHOro Hano 6bl 3HaTh
npenBapuTesibHO. Bripo4yeMm, 3TO BOMNPOC BaXXHbI — KakK
HW CMELlHO BCe 3TO C nepBoro B3rnagna. PpaHLys,
MUcTep ACT/iei, 3TO — 3aKOHYEHHasd, KpacmBasa opma.
Bbl, Kak bpuTaHel, MmoxxeTe C 3TUM ObITb HECOrNacCHbI;



S, KaK PYCCKWUI, TOXXe HecorslaceH, Hy, NMoXaJsyn, XoTb
N3 3aBUCTU; HO Haww BapbilWHM MOryT ObITb OPYroro
MHeHUs. Bbl Mo)XeTe HaxoouTb PacMHa W3J/I0MaHHbIM,
MCKOBEPKaHHbIM U MapPOMUPOBAHHbLIM; Oa)Xe 4YuTaTb
ero, HaBepHoe, He cTaHeTe. { TO)Xe HaxoXXy ero
N3JIOMaHHbIM, NCKOBEPKAHHLIM 1 Map@POMUPOBAHHbLIM, C
OOHOW Ja)ke TOYKM 3peHuss CMeLlWHbIM; HO OH
rnpenecteH, Muctep ACTiien, u, rnaBHoe, — OH BEJIMKUN
Mo3T, XOTUM WIN HEe XOTUM Mbl 3TOro C BaMWu.
HayunoHanbHasa dopmMa dpaHUy3a, TO eCTb
napum>XaHuHa, CcTasa cjaraTtbCqd B WU3SAWHYO dopmy,
Korga Mbl ewe 6biin MegBeposamu.  Peonouyus
Hacnegosasna OBOPAHCTBY. Tenepb CaMbli MOLWJIENLLNN
dpaHUy3nWKa MOXEeT WMeTb MaHepbl, TMpuUeMsbl,
Bblpa>XeHNa N fake MbIC/IN BMOJIHE U3AWHOWN (opMbl,
He y4acTByS B 3TON JOpPMe HU CBOEK MHULIMATUBOIO, HU
Oywow, HU cepguem; BCe 3TO [O0OCTaNoCb €My ro
HacneacTtey. Camum coboto, OHM MOryT ObITb nycTee
nyctenwero wn noanee noanenwero. Hy-c, mMucrep
AcTnen, coobuly BaM Tenepb, YTO HET CyLlecTBa B Mupe
nosep4ymBee U OTKpoBeHHee Oo06pon, YMHEHBKOW N He
C/IMWUKOM W3QIOMaHHOM pycckon 6apblwHu. Le-Ipue,
SBACb B KaKON-HMOyOb poan, ABACb 3aMaCKUPOBAHHbLIM,
MOXXeT 3aBoeBaTb ee cepaue ¢ HeobblKHOBEHHOLO
JIErkOCTbl; Yy Hero ecTb usdwHaa dopma, MUCTep
AcTnen, n OGapblWHA MPUHUMaET 3Ty OpMYy 3a ero
COBCTBEHHYIO Aylly, 3a HaTypasbHYy popMy ero ayLin
N cephua, a He 3a ogexny, OOCTaBLUyCA eMy Mo
HacnencTey. K Benn4amwen Ballen HENnpUATHOCTU, A
OOJIKEH BaM TMMPU3HATbCS, 4YTO aHrnn4daHe 6osbuieto
4YacTblo YrnoBaTbl U HEU3SAWHbI, @ PYyCCKMe OOBOJIbHO
YYTKO YMEIT pa3/indaTb KpacoTy M Ha Hee nagku. Ho,
4yTObObl pa3siM4aTb KPacoTy AYWM U OPUTMHANbHOCTb
JINHHOCTW, AON9 3TOro HY>XHO HecpaBHeHHO ©Oonee
CaMOCTOATENbHOCTU N cBOBOALI, YEM Y HALLNX XKEHLLUWH,
TeM bonee 6GapbleHb, — U Y)X BO BCSKOM CJlyvae



bonbwe onbiTa. Mwucc TMonnHe Xe — nNpocTuTe,
CKa3aHHOro He BOPOTUWbL — HYXHO O04YeHb, O4YeHb
OonAroe BpemMsa pewaTbes, 4Tobbl npeanodYecTb Bac
Mep3asuy He-I'pne. OHa Bac N OUEHUT, CTaHET BalUUM
OpyromMm, OTKpoeT BaM BCe CBOe cepAue; HO B 3TOM
cepoue Bce-Takm OynoeTr uUapuTb  HEHABUCTHLIN
Mep3aBel, CKBEPHbIN N MeNKU npoueHTwmnk He-Ipue.
JTO p[a)ke OoCTaHeTCcd, TakK CcKasaTb, W3 O04HOro
ynpssMCTBa U camMoniobnda, NOTOMY 4TO 3TOT XKEe CaMblIN
HNe-l'pne aBunca enm Korga-To B Opeosie U3SAWLHOro
MapKun3a, pa3o4yapoBaHHOIo nnbepana 7
pa3opuBLierocsa (byato 6b1?), noMoras ee ceMencTBy U
JIerKOMbICNIEHHOMY TreHepany. Bce 3T npooenkwu
OTKPbIIUCb nocne. Ho 3ToO HMYero, 4To OTKPbLIJINChL: BCe-
Taku nonaBanuTe en Tenepb npexHero Ae-f'pue — BOT
yero en Hagmo! N 4yem Oonblle HEHaBUAUT OHa
TenepewHero [He-f'pue, Tem 0Oonblle TOCKYyeT O
MpPeXXHeM, XO0Tb MPEXHUN N CyulecTBOBaJl TOJIbKO B ee
Boobpa>keHnun. Bol caxapoBap, muctep Actnen?

— Ja, A y4acTByl0O B KOMMaAHUN WN3BECTHOrro
caxapHoro 3asoga Jlosesib 1 Komn.

— Hy, BoT Bngute, muctep Actsen. C ogHON CTOPOHbI
— caxapoBap, a ¢ gpyrom — AnoJusIoH benbBenepckui;
BCE€ 3TO KaK-TO He cCBA3blBaeTcda. A A Laxe U He
caxapoBap; A MNPOCTO MEJSIKUM WUIrpoK Ha pyneTke, U
na>xe B nakedax 6bls, 4TO, HaBEpPHOE, yXe WM3BECTHO
Mucc lNosimHe, NOTOMY 4YTO Yy HeW, KaXKeTCd, XopoLllas
noanuuns.

— Bbl 03510011€HbLI, @ NOTOMY M roBopuTe BeCb 3TOT

B340OpP, — XJIAAHOKPOBHO M MNoAyMaB CKa3aJl MUCTep
Actnen. — KpomMe TOro, B BalWWX CJiOBax HeT
OPUTMHAJIbHOCTMW.

— CornaceH! Ho B TOM-TO 1 y>xac, 6naropoaHbin apyr
MOW, YTO BCE€ 3TN MOU OOBUHEHUSA, KaK HW yCTapenu,
KaK HW nowsbl, KakK HW BOOEBWJIbHbI — BCe-TaKWu
NCTUHHbI! BCce-Taku Mbl C BaMMN HUYero He nodbumnance!



— ODTO FHYCHbIN B340p... NOTOMY, MOTOMY... 3HaUTe
»e! — npounsHec MucTtep AcTsiein 4poXKawmnM roylocom v
CBepkad rnasamu, — 3HanNTe Xe, HebnarogapHbIA U
HeOLOCTOMHbIN, MeJIKUA N HeCHACTHbIA 4YesioBeK, 4YTO S
npubbin B F'oMOypr Hapo4yHO MO ee nopy4yeHuto, Ans
TOoro 4tobbl yBmaeTb BacC, roBOpuUTb C BaMW [0Jro u

cepaeyHo, U rnepenatb €M BCe, — BaluM YyBCTBQ,
MbICJZIN, HageXXabl N... BOCMOMUHaHNA!
— Heyxenun! Heyxenn? — BCKpu4an £, U cnesbl

rpafoM MOTeKsIn U3 rnas Moux. 9 He Mor caep>XaTb KX,
N 3TO, KaXKeTcs, Obl10 B MEPBbIN Pa3 B MOEN XXU3HMN.

— [Ha, Hec4YacCcTHbIN 4YenoBek, OHa nwbuna Bac, u
MOry BaM 3TO OTKPbITb, MOTOMY 4TO Bbl — norubmnn
yenosek! Mano Toro, ecaim A ga)ke CKa)ky BaM, 4YTO OHa
00 cux nop Bac nwobuTt, To — BeAb Bbl BCE PaBHO 34eCb
ocTaHeTecb! [Ha, Bbl norybunn cebsa. Bbl umenwu
HEeKOTOpble CMOCOBHOCTU, >XMBOW XapakKTep un Oblaun
YyesiloBEK HeaypHOW; Bbl Agake Mornanm 6biTb MoJIe3Hbl
BalleMy OTe4yeCTBY, KOTOpPOe TaK Hy)XgaeTcsa B Jioasax,
HO — Bbl OCTaHeTeCb 34eCb, U Balla XXW3Hb KOH4YeHa. H
BaC He BMHIO. Ha Mo B3rnsn, BCce pycCkue TakoBbl NN
CKNIOHHbI 6bITb TakoBbIMU. Ecnm He pyneTka, Tak
aopyroe, nogobHoe en. VNCKNOYEHUS CAUWLKOM penkwu.
He nepBbI Bbl HE NMOHMMAaeTe, YTO Takoe Tpyn (9 He o
Hapode BalweM roBopt). Pynetka — 3TO urpa no
npenMyLLecTBy pycckada. 1o cnx nop Bbl 6bISIN YHECTHbI U
CKOpee 3axoTesin NMouTU B JNlaKen, 4eM BOPOBATb... HO
MHe CTpallHO noayMaTb, YTO MOXET ObITb B byayuiem.
NoBonbHO, npowawnTte! Bbl, KOHEYHO, HyXXOaeTeCb B
OeHbrax? BoT oT MeHs BaM gecaTb nyunagopos, 6onblie
He fgam, MOTOMY 4YTO Bbl MX BCE pPaBHO Mpourpaere.
bepute un npowanTte! bepute xe!

— HeT, wMuctep AcTnewn, nmnocse BCero Tenepb
CKa3aHHoro...

— be-pu-te! — Bckpu4dan oH. — 4 ybexxaeH, 4TO Bbl
ewe bnaropodHsl, U gat BaM, Kak MOXET AaTb Apyr



NCTUHHOMY Apyry. Ecnm 6 9 mor 6bITb YBEPEH, YTO Bbl
cendac e bpocute urpy, Nlombypr n noeneTte B Balle
oTe4yecTtBo, — s Obl roToB 6bl1 HEMEO/IeHHO AaTb BaM
TbiICAYY (YHTOB AON19 Ha4vasla HOBOM Kapbepbl. Ho 4
MOTOMY MMEHHO He Aatlo ThICAYM PYHTOB, a Aal0 TOJIbKO
OecsaTb NYWAOPOB, YTO ThiCcAYa M QYHTOB, UK OECATb
NYyNOopoB — B HacTosllee BpeMsa A/i19 BaC COBEPLUEHHO

OOHO WU TO Xe; BCeé 0OHO — npourpaete. bepute u
rnpoLanTe.

— Bo3bMy, ecnn Bbl no3posnte cebs oOHATL Ha
NpoLulaHbe.

— O, 3TO Cc yaoBosbCcTBMEM!

Mbl OOHANNCL UCKPEHHO, U MUCTep ACTNen yLwien.

HeT, oH He npaB! Ecnn g9 Obin pe3ok v rayn HacyeT
MonnHbl n [LHe-T'pne, TO OH pPEe30K W CKOP Hacyet
pycckux. lNpo cebs a8 Hm4yero He rosopto. Bripoyew..,
BNpo4yeM, BCe 3TO MNMoOKaMecT He TO. Bce 3To cnioBa,
cnoBa W cnoBa, a Hapno pena! TyT Tenepb rnaBHoe
LLIBenuapuna! 3aBTpa e, — 0, ecim 6 MOXHO Oblno
3aBTpa Xe Wun oTnpaeutbca! BHOBb BO3pOONTbLCAH,
BOCKpeCHYyTb. Hamo wM poka3aTb... [lyCcTb 3HaeT
[MonnHa, 41O A ewe Mory O6bITb 4enoBekoMm. CTouT
TOJIbKO... Tenepb y>XX, BNpo4yem, No3gHO, — HO 3aBTpa...
O, y MeHs Npea4vyyBCcTBMUE, N 3TO HE MOXET ObITb NMHaYe!
Y MeHA Tenepb NATHaAUaTb IYUAO0POB, a 4 Ha4YMHan n C
NATHagUaTbiOo rynbaeHamun! ECim HavdyaTb OCTOPOXKHO...
— W HeyXenun, HeYyXXenn y>X 9 Takon Manbin pebeHok!
Hey>xenn a1 He NoHMMalo, 4TO 9 CaM NOormbLnin YesnoBek.
Ho — noyemMy >Xe 4 He MOry BOCKpecHyTb. La! cTtout
TOJIbKO XOTb pPa3 B >XWU3HM OblTb pacyeT/IMBbIM WU
TepnennmebiM U — BOT U BCe! CTOUT TONILKO XOTb pa3
BblAEP)XaTb XapaKTep, U 9 B OANH Yac MOry BClo Cyabby
n3mMeHnTb! 'NaBHoe — xapakTep. BCMNOMHWUTL TOJILKO,
4TO ObII0O CO MHOK B 3TOM poae CeMb MecsueB Ha3af B
PyneTteHbypre, npen OKOHYaTeJIbHbIM MOUM
npourpsbillem. O, 3TO Obl 3aMedaTesibHbIM  CayYan



PEeLMOCTIN: 9 nMpourpan Toraa Bce, BCe... BbIXOXY 13
BOKCaJsla, CMOTPIO — B XWUJIETHOM KapMaHe LueBesInTCS
y MeH4 eule oAuH rynbaeH. «A, cTano bbiTh, byaeT Ha
4yTO noobenaTb!» — noagyman 4, HO, NPONANA LWAroB CTO,
A nepenymasn n BopoTuaca. 9 noctaBun 3TOT rynbaeH
Ha manque (ToT pa3 6blJ1I0 Ha Mangue), 1, NpPaBo, eCTb
YTO-TO 0OCOBEHHOE B OLYLLEHNN, KOFAa OOWUH, HA YYy>XOI
CTOPOHEe, OaJsieKo OT POAUHbI, OT APY3EN N He 3Had, 4YTO
cerogHsa 6ynewb ecTb, CTaBUlIb MOCNEAHUW TY/bAEH,
CaMblin, caMbln nocnegHuin! 9 BbiMrpas wn 4epes
OBajgLaTb MUWHYT BbilWesa W3 BOKCaJsla, WUMed CTOo
CeMbOeCcAT rysbAeHOB B KapMaHe. 2T0o (pakT-c! BOoT 4TO
MOXET MHOrga 3Ha4dyuTb nocnegHun rynbgeH! A 4To,
ecim 6 a4 Torpa ynan Aayxom, ecam 6 A He nocMmen
pewnTbCca?..
3aBTpa, 3aBTpa BCe KOHYNTCH!
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